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The Emotional Approach and its Importance in Da ‘wah

(A Study of the Most Important Methods to Preach the Youth in the
Light of the Prophet's Biography)

Gaaly OULI e Lablo
ABSTRACT

The science of Da ‘wah has become an independent discipline in the
field of Islamic Studies as many researches have discussed its usefulness,
historical development, and ground consequences into the society. A
preacher draws the sketch of his message by consulting the Quran, Sunnah
and biography of Holy Prophet (££). The prophetic biography is the
practical example and model in order to preach effectively and call people
in general and youth particular towards religion. The Holy Prophet (&%)
gave a particular emphasize upon the young men of society by giving them
peaceful message of Islam and calling towards the light of Islam from
darkness of ignorance. In this connection we find many approaches in the
life of Holy Prophet (#%) to call youth towards Allah. Among these
approaches, one of most common and useful approach is to agitate the
emotions and feelings which is also called as emotional approach. In this
academic work, the author will discuss the usefulness of this approach by
looking into the life of Holy Prophet (££). The qualitative and descriptive
research approach has been employed for the collection and analysis of
data. The author intended to address the answer of the questions that why is
there a gap between the da 7 and the youth today? Has this led to the failure
to keep up with the doctrinal methods of contemporary religious
developments and needs? What is the appropriate approach of preaching
religion for young people today? Along with the answer of these questions,
the author will draw a conclusion and present some recommendations at the
end of article.

Keywords: Youth, Preaching, Da ‘wah methodology, Sirah
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Treatment of The Sinners and The Ignorant; In the Light of Sirah
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ABSTRACT

Allah Almighty had created man with the instinct to choose between
good and evil. It is nature that being a human to be indulged in some activity
unconsciously and then to realize and feel sorry for the crime committed. To
err is human and to forgive Devine. So sins should not be treated as a single
entity for there are of various types, ranging from the small mild ones to
the big severe ones, thus dividing people who commit them accordingly.
When our father and mother, ate from the forbidden tree, which was
wrong, they realized it there and then, and instantly felt pain and remorse
and abstained from it and declared repentance with humility and knocked
the door of Allah for mercy and forgiveness. Allah the almighty heard their
prayers and embraced them in his mercy and forgave their sin, for he is
most gracious, and most merciful.

Similarly our prophet has set an ideal for treating the sinners, he did
not turn his face away from them nor did he declare abandoning them or
excommunicating them or even counting them as dirt that should be
avoided or looked down upon. He treated them with an open heart and with
utmost compassion, sympathy and tolerance, and took them by the hand to
the righteous path, his sympathy was always present, a sun that never sets.

This article is basically to deal with prophetic examples and virtual
self how the Prophet Muhammad (%) treated the sinners and ignorant. It is
suggested that the public and the rulers should be made aware about
teaching of Holy Prophet (¥), so that they would be able to deal with the
sinner and ignorant in an effective manners by following the teaching of
Holy Prophet (:).

Key Words: Sinners, Ignorant, Forgiveness, Ruler, Holy Prophet%.

SUT bl sy daaldlc p ) Jgeol S canslos oid) vy Basles 300 *



Ty (1 2l v s)

@ g8 o5 Lisans Jb et Ly (M) G s Y1 Bk g OLYI s
Slg an) O DNl Ly odegy cad adyy 4l sdily B Gk o G L o8V Oolaly (et
ally sl Lo AT 01 Gl Aab sdE gy cate ody N b 4 sl cads
canlel bmgzie 2l Qb d B S dlad s ale oSS U3 U ey Rl e
sbly A bl 13 LYl O s g Yy cal sl Blay O 8 elir 30 4] o
aaa o O] sl Sy (ool Bl ol DGy eV 3 B e eas B
b Olopm b e ool e 5a¥ £l cannts b of coglaal ande of camn Alis 3 23 o ¢ 5
b o 3 slles Y1 ] gy oy ki sy (B () e ol w958 L wle ST
Lol Ltay ipaiall Lok Lgiod (ST Boliy kit o by Bmly By o e OLSY)
oo I Logle BT ST oy LS G 0 (o iy SRRl D or 1 a8
oF Wy (gl e Ly clagatdas aomgs Lol Lo Olojuy coptla BIST claglle 2apd) 5 2))
S pts ey dil e L W) Ligr b ly Lagins 1y dlegny Ulely il
G A JB iy wpdie Ob Bby (o Je ) U] s dadlly sl el degush
g o 35,80 A58 W 585 O3 kT s 5 BB LA

s D15 L L] canery Lghlly cosis Loght®s clogriys 9 (U Lob LU i s
e S5 350 e OB S g5 2 35T HER: 6 e o S (05

Vs creis agmy dar b ccplalbly ool Alolas 24573 oY) b E ) 087,
s ol s sl e 38 el ol el e sk o B ams o s
Gk Q) el dsly aladly diindly (@) amby ooy hear pebele b g Bk
By (bl gy agiey i e peb (LS BN 3 ol 4 OISy ilably Olgaal
ey pebley P jan bl Ll HE o8 Gais e 3 clalbly ol i, 4
o N3 ey colbally mbaa¥l 5Ty cmoledly saall by (ol 2aslly L ol
Y ladl adag oop 2V il o eidd jLazVlg By sV e sans g 2L Cadll)
ole 2531 el (3 oy codmg b Lzd ol ly (uallall e O3pE e a0 Y] st

vy oAV s Y s (Y)
YV iaYa Al e (Y)



“y slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

1 05y Lo 1ag copmarl 1y Mg sledlly slodald dlis iy 8wy ol a1y S
I Co Ll P bl e Sy el
ontlasehb a8y 3% Eou

Gy Al alad ey dy (LR alis O G LY AL GO A 0
A ket 3 Gl ol by bl et ks 3 AL B OIS (G ny L
305 S e lshadog catimd W) Osls SNl el Bpisg S1adl e aaleny (g
o o ) L i g ol sl (3 ¢ U1 e g ST T O ko e 58
2 bl (S gl S5 0y (il IS aody caltyy iy want B Ol )
eabal oslall ais s lall e oy ans B ) gy o L 05T e
Sl r EE gl o) Gy (oS aptl o3l gy ) ke S (AL
Babe Dl B ada amyy oo, A ade T L cof Yy caste Yy (oS o L
Ay (Sl pedlly O 5013 a0 S s o L IS o Laoll iy
e 8pS il ais,

i Ny 3Lyl

Jnal 136 Iiaze oWl O 13) Luzé larizigy copd 35 anlol 13 OLLSY) Cuary
U ¢ ogid) im0l (s anzgr O 4 alaigle 251 OB (e Wimy ) Wl w1 ) s3Y)
L) 3155 Loty & by il e ) Y ) BB bl ) e dlaall (b
2l el e B aigsly el plib cad JUy el el 55 B2 A Jgu) me
Gy ddlly Jsll cnd drldt OF & Gy 88yl oles gy JoST Uil gy of 2 3
307 Oade iy ol o oy al of Sy W17 (s &1 S5y (OTA 55135 830l
1 a5 oWy 03l 3 el e ol U] paiky ool s

5500l Al de B iaafei et (e o WY S g Yy el Lol ()
) AT Ls Y andallc SIUIOLT i caglasadl C2ylall

ey adieaadl el @ OIS g Cbaaldl Ol el dlizlnd) s (Y)
YAA oo 4383510 dadliaoll)

VTY o) bl (Bielalnd) ronty Jsdl ek gy bl G s s (Y)

tatdl (el @ Jsdl o sl Seo Oliesogl) O (rmiall malble fele) o B! ()
£) ool dadalle oL Jadd) sy Y



T8 (1 2l v s)

O ade (246 b o ol U5 o Ty cadimg L ) I o Jool) oo Ui o ) 5 58
e Jaly U 0 g ke F ) sy o Y Sl sl e e B epbliY
s by i by o 5 1 553, s O s e s oy cady 35 4l o)

stasy sie

O Ay cane dsly g dole clSihoy a3 OLOY) W e &) B i
Sl OF gy e 1ok O (T (3 Loy B Laa Iyl iy (solsdl 05y o1sY)
Jole HE 05 550 4l e Sty b bl ks Cum HE U adIS a3y OIS (g
4 ap ghmd csllaally BaleaVly cmaledly sinlly (allly Al ool gy cnldl pgslalas
i Ga26 3lls e b I Bl b8 e X 5 el S e 1 W sl
gl L4 B d e 58 e 8h S g ks o s

3 B 5L 1ol gadesy gmy sl SR Codd e (S8 Al oldsy
s 2 ) gy o 28 0T @ Sy T SD 8y Gl sl S5 aaly OsY)
S le dl b oy ol s Wl s il gl o3y e 898 IS I Ay e
& il codie U A b n ol O B w31 e eV b @ cad sl T (o,
Dilany oy (Sl 88 1

algst ol 1pVy gm0yl

A lan ¥y e Gy alet odsInYy b b e 2len £ O
dl A i Lol 8 i S5 aleb BB 01 50 013y (uaaliyfy i o0 (81T
coed EE Sl B U 5 Gl (ran 6 | T desly b | g wi ialy
sV aatal) s dagt B el BT W e s 4]

gl ylgde Log ) Coes AL a1 @ s ol wacanic b oy aaT (1)
F g oy e ol 1y s’ 1Lag V1 Cont JBO YE/Y L BallbS i) co 8
Seova nepad) By e (S Jedl L 2 Sbiglehll S an e ool o
sl Ut o1 az2 gt be (s e 1Y JBgeVe : oeogn S
WV e ¥R et cede WY AL abd

yoa:uWidhes JT8ysw  (Y)

VT e T AN ) (Byelnally cndl Obeos oS o e (T)

Yoo 1o ) YAY tiudd) Bl 3Ly el S sl sl (8)



<o slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

dloa) arwl2

Of o panis O I cOgilty LS 2l jpal (3 Oipmn dlie sf Gl 88 1 S0 )
BV e el W Slshag Dlre sy lmes Ofy coprallan i dlos ol Iy
Lenlns wblasl o wblany Ol )l A8 o dlidly cleaYl O3S Bpshas Wb (g OBl
(e Lo oabling W Llas agre |3 g copeall o al> Laie agie O ey cannds
o ok S AS e Yy Bl e 2 v Jail By pekd) Jbo e ] Lasle
we oy € S alod Bl ol ae l Ay 4l ame lepr o> JUL oclr Lals il
Wby STEE (T2 Y el ) ) g o oy F a3 g O s L 2 by
oY) e S5 0T dlpw cazdy o JW G5 Lot oy Bald) py G V) s JU e s
Dl sy o B3 Ul 1 agis ny colla] gb B sl o 18, F i) of

Il e By coailagly A o il (ua3sds Pizl o 0¥y 8 D o LS
B g eade ) iz OF Jlo Al ole o B Ay 0321s ail o l Ly 0 S Jo 45
(U 80 380 0 s 8 0 il relsleg o

Cndlly 4y

Blotall e 6 i cciall 3o 3 Ol (a5 b 3 pgl) Jl BE ) o
ol 3T e Al OB Liisy coumy s (o) Y1 o8 cBlog oedad o gali E Qde 8 e
b amy B2 e cade B g 4 30 Al et Blan OF @ by S say
Oy oz oZ 1 OV st ) anger St & 05l () 5 5gb o am s OL o4,
Lo oS Buo @ o peedld n s e Y Ty (s L Bo V) 0% VT ag e
adaiz O Qo i Jley g 1] CIS st Loy ¢ Ll il odlo) LaS™ 2 &0 Jou J S5 S5 0
Oitm L

drged) ol a2

O ek il A oS Fhy et 3 Sally el o mlall 7 Ol

£Y rpeYoavicyad) Siald sl La 3 e b S (gl meee (V)

Jisl e ey sl @l e Sy U fshey Jall play) Alaad Cboled) S (phas ms (Y)
VEOA YOV AT AT G 3y agle 222l

Vov: et e VA tiuddl (Bl 1y CaS Eud Ol OS5l s (v)



. (v v ad) EnEE) ake s

- R B W T N A Y
o 7SS el g o2 5 s ) sagd OF ol af S8l e salall e 5 )
o4 ofade olal (s U S35 @ ale 3 e Jos oY gl 4 8T (T, L (b el
Joo L aloall o, Wl e 4 clal Lo s (il e 3 T g JSG Yy (1 )
am, cean Ji 3 5 4 BV ] guils £E A s

sy pinsy (Bleas o adsly b Ogalidl 4 an U O S EE U e s,
AV el 22 B bl iR OF Ogagp e Ly (S L s O sl sda ey
b et OF Sles Slany (50 (6 By (Ji hske By (B dsend BE A Js)
oyl dis e Lo gl adis O Bltall 51505 (I
;;“’w" ol addy: sl Sl

Lo 2 Sl oSG dy ccabllally sl g3y Bpidt Baad lsaal Qs ) g5
Clirly ) aelb 4] wmsliyh cuslie @olid sdgr (glal Jdy O b catlasidly ol a3lal
e ST B o ssle sy By e Iy O] il o Fudly ¢ olall
JBy @lly U e oaldy clad AL 15Se Y 0T e apnly OF g b B &) s
et 3 By or Ul ol o 1 36 Sl g By e Bl GRL L e
(Al ) opel OB b bl ojig SU3 o Lt 3581 g cobillad S sgb 4 CBseg U3
(el adle ols 0l s oy 4 ik ol 0

2l i O 8 cogadl 1y Ofy o Lod Iploy sdlan OF 1 1L &8 015,
ke oy A 3 06l o0 BY el

8 G st s cosllly sV e L sty iy iy 88 O 0 aaYs
Sy ol gl o Js Al g0 gdasy wdlly SNV e LU (3 s Bl o (oY Ay

el alae ey (& LA IS

£EQ1o YVY) tudd) (Bpadlally sledl 3 Dy B Obeby 20 OSeg)sudl mms (V)

VoA OV ot § 1) 1l (3,8l 501t Obeogddl OUS (ohos s ()

CEAAR TR 05,060 Ly 1 058Gl Cledyledl wlas O i alall rnlecand o e SLIN (Y)
o T LI il mees Y el JBactvT o 403 LY dadalle alilepdedt i
(A i) cleglll CSaile ol A L 1A CEANS el Bieitd) e clicans
Vo A aAT: gV dnlal



©y slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

EPRESIRWTY

03,5 cagde b ] UL iz Wl bie 88 1 ) s 8 ol Sl oy el
5 Jdle &) Slie e abgsg “‘-:5—1 kALY 0yemind (adBgn Lfl'; 5*9? e (g Ay e % Ls.:j\
OU Y iy e el s o ad iy Vs el 5wy b Lo e iy caBi el
‘,J_»Ljeﬁ@ogggggm%ﬁcqsw,@g‘u\w&u%@wr@
03}1 oy :)f‘g \;kg.bj cﬂ.@hﬂ\ WU 6J,>-i 5 s (: SLG g_,\.h..\.g céw &) L;l %j:.s\j )Lu.:ﬁ».}!b
G Y e mai OF EE o) ame (b 2l 31 3y cgdly jlirna W) ] oy 82 o)
i ala alie e i o 8 1 LS U 85573 w8y 5 4T TG a3k Of
L2 -0 Al Lo cad ol il g b ad 23 oy plis pe OSU 7 L s
o Lo 1 3 B 7 ead S i Sy o0 Ve 5l 0 st S5 e
Dyl r e L o e L e (3 g5m bl o s LISTT STS ()
ontd 5pe 055 wls Olinm U5 ks o S dE 75 chans 4 ppdlin

oo axlas (3 I mogl Wy cdalie Bliy pbs 20 ol s B gl daall odiag
OF dig o) e 0T Gl e 3 B ekl e o LSS ST clgrelis
UL 5 Jads e AB g 306 (oE 9395 o8 3] (et Isisang Wbl (3 sl Ipkaisd
o g RS il 3 ) gl Jad gy s e g el el sde jeboly szl
G el el O 13) dgal) 332 31355y (Bl ey iy Lemla oSG O olall s
130y sl e leaY i ale e @l e (3 cpial sl Oy £E S5 15y cala
ety LS dleel o Gy Bl g aolel iy 505 alal 3 tale s 0l

oA O e e Loy ds G Al ay (OLYI BB 8g)3 LA Bl
G Sl ) s F oY) J5 6y sl oy Cltally Tty Sl el
oo OB calie (3 v‘é‘ Geasdl (3 4 03U S UL Gy 205y a0 oy OF 51T 13) &0,
L2 Jour) 3Ll (ks Olnen all Cams o Ol 4y 2l Lo Ly colinll pa oy 4 alze

VOVZdﬁCiiV\ZC,‘gJ\A—\ (";J‘»}}Sb At ul!—df&\yq\gwj.ﬂ-\ UL{‘(’L“AW (\)
Vol et YA Byl el (Y)
/\iﬁ:uﬁci"\ . /\ZC«QJJ-\ (..;)c:).@} rzﬁb— oo (:b J.U:LS,&\ sl Zuf- q\gc?ybﬁ\ q\:{c&ul ¢>-J.U (\‘)



A (1 2l v s)

s

5 4 L o pamal) Ly O B tlibly alad) Bl il 3 K Ly 6 3
oo bl a6y (el e st 3 K OF 8501 e ass { LR s ()
dy @IS W Lol Ly ading by ade Cary dy 8y Calaly OLED Jule ool (M S0y cog s
Sy ks g alsls @ A ) Sy e obsl y cate 1 34 by cande e 03
by HE ) ol bl O ST @ bl T ey dend ()ls cised b iy sl
o O 0] WL 2 bl 8 ) 550 oSl opely o0 i il o 05 of
Of dlu 7 BLEY s 092 Y Lal W1 Of £ o J o (S NP PN P
O o) b 7 (Bl wgoy Y L WL u\g‘s‘j\ Wuyuubﬁruquﬂog
YV Lal o T EE o) ops o (U 2 b atd w32 0570 bl o U o Wb Y ol
Y olad 0O 8 Jeol 4 b el a4l cdd 52 05 0) Al F Bl wisi,
b jglayg ass o i Of ) 4 Lesy sdl) e ai,adt oty HE Jooll ay F (oEVEE @ Ol
DT S ey 5 g dy o5l ) olomials amp fasy

i el dobidney Ofy o35y Calaly ) glelny OF pgdad (ol o oy g
IS flin ol e ol paselg et gy o

e e Dols Migh iy sl andlsdl oda e lles (sl 8l Ghogy jeotd) aliad o3
Cred) T ) adb s by BBYly DAY D ) w8l 5 endl & e BpA)l S0
clly @il bl st Ut lly Comall s s o) OF V) HE e S L ale
Jls b ralls Slses aalll oy Bl 381 pao e Ol Bl i s ST E o
wset W ol s O E (e S0 Jsesll ol o % 58 136 cailady o3hasy il ix Of
sy 13,
oS yikly ULl addy I Sl

oo e 4 oKl Gl palsdl el ey B DL el B ai) )

2SI 3 lplally anl ol ard) JBscvoverotfoed wll Gl cuas cacaidic b o 2t (1)
ratd) o5 W OIsT (3 Cbepdal) DSl magte S Gl e atd) 1 il motal) Sl g
Ll e ot UV JBr ) /) 0 A8 €08 ANC gkl 2t ) )l gid 0 Y
VAY/ Y v rigad o cimeal) aledzdlc gyl

VYA YV 200 ) A28 ¢ panciong 280celally Jmlein s ftdlegslo il ()



14 slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

g ey Sl e say s o dll Gty casdlsn o @sn (5T 2 Cpabenell 4S5y Lokl
E S e Sl o e Ly od ik ey 0f OS5 Sy oie oo 8L iy
o 4y allae ey ceaalel o Oy 380 peelay R M5 mag

Jsho o) (8 05de

O ) cxakedly St aSU e Bn 4 BN 3 Ll s o g o ) s O
s OF 05 ) e O (@ Ao Cpagll BT O a8 (ad O e ST oSy cole
Dlazaly ol de gl a) 356 )8 EE Syl o el ST o5 Gy clptel o) 3 220U
dof i oy Vi st O oly sl Gl el 5 3wl sl U] ol Lat
Ot Je 88 ool O 0 0 o ¥ > S O 85 000 00l sy 0f b
Wy ol Fo iy o)l Ui e Lo a8 OLYL e Llan OIS° ) aadl S o
Uy cade 9l 88 31 oo Jsbo o ol op e sl T @ Ol oy e S35,
S5 NS 1S e (3 B sy ade L S Aley ade s 3y U EE Ul i
G e STy s orln OF & sor LT 88 Jse)) b o ) Wb (65T e 530875
ot B a) LoV & ey O ol cagede BDlall Ll B3 3 ois Jlo i OF 2 01 o
O sy e o sl o

B e ales Wiy U Jo 7fS U B e 1) el e az2 3l sl
iy o gl elad Badl Gyt (3 sl BB ) e Y S e L8 s ST el
ey cBaol) aiy oy By ilaally 2L aade 4l D) (palplly sl (K4 cpllall

(AL YA T (30l Yly S OISO ) (i Ol ) s Ol o B0 il (V)
prbledat oy Olbucalalall olys ) Ve Yer) AaF i Aoty @l )l diac by, ) Cont
(WY JBA Y alillecn M lscaalp] o edtllesy (258 o BbiaAd Y Y Aiuddl (Bicdan Yl
Sl Ay Sl "b)”zgg‘j:.‘é‘ NI AL HOWER o3yl W\c@ufﬂ\ JE\"'W"
3 PVLYARIE S OWESPCIIp ponp. (VRPN B HUNSE gy Py P OE T

toPe £ Vit (Bieb jinns d el Wb il e sl QLOTA et OIS (g e (Y)
AV

AT TS (BenSanedl jlaaly Gl e 33Uall e oSl bl OIS ()il s (T)
Yia: e



V. (v i v ald) EnEE)) ass dale dls

A e Mgeaiall 5 Y] Sl Gabidst Ll A1 Gy wslzdl s 3
3l oy 8 Lekes O o 8y e b eb Lo 0Bl o glels 3 lay OF el
25 sl s el wslialy S e cdis S o Y bss Lilas S Mane 5320
3 S el e O AT EE 1 o b el 3 ade 2ol I o) 8 (3w
o ade 35 s r s b L e (508 180 (uamadle 0o cipllall e e OF s
L0l o waidis Lo Gl osbar B3 0 Yy A gl (3 ol o 4 Lo ) O

BB o g o5 0ss

(Bl b Ll el 3 e aoT s U EE Lol 5Lk Osalidl 5 L
Aamd kel o ane OIS ng HE Sl o181 By wet Ll oz cnd BUEHI JaT e OIS,
s ¥ DI ay G T e O T EE ) T % o0y 3 e ae Al 1 )
Ay agnie 82 S0 ogleny OF HE oI Ol 5B bt E o) a0 (3535 U ans i s
L) ass ol s oy o 8 BU s O b oy cads addis 4

g o Ol (8 0ghe

(IS waBly HE Jpif) 535 G abiy Do 892 & GIE GEU e Yy D O
o= (3 G e (e 4y ) O) ekl o Tl g8 Bolo Jsus O ) 4TS5
A Y Sy I als & L ably (B L agrls EE A Jsuy &l g B L e
8 Jgery 3 IS5 3 s &) iV alls ST W e F el sl sie gy el
Ly (JU L &1 b o il BB ) adbs Sl Wl opsly ) Jsey ) 0 F
L] 35 193585 0 L0685 16 G b S pdEdiad s & 56 es ade IS
s 05 2 s B gl OB alab o Ay 0 BRET 3T ) 18 g WG G 1R
L I R S e RS (RO QTR PR PRFU NP REN N ETEE S

Vevia Vel syse (V)

cere N iiaddl By Al Wy B G o et Ll Ol s ()
YYV: 2

)Y o) d)) sl Kb cdan oo )l de ab i gadeisd Batdicolin o S deplia o (F)
YAA Y e@gmec S flec mipr Sdonle 1334 (AN oe oy AR (551 iy

(Bl lbpndly G Jlasl @ UG L Gemelids By eVl s (€)
VoW J ) i )sS



v slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

Y G B ate Gy ) U5 ey ata gl oy Catenmg

Ay e o2 g0 o2 oy (o o 9mE9 Copes s Amdg p @) UL ey
Dy B U5 S Cpakeel) 03as et ¥ 0S8y oy s p Wy b
335 sl sl gL OF gy iy i) IS pelale o Mol e () Bl Ll g
A ST sy BAL 858w

SSPL o oghe

o3 ey o 2l 6 Jleily coLalill b 3 Sl e 0pd 256 O
A o bl OS5 Gl e 0T HE W Jgwy OF topsl @ 0y o bl O 13l oy 390
ol o e e e e s O Bg5 13 B sale o dew Bl Ll cade ais,
L2 o ot 3 L ogadly 0555l Opedd 21 (3 018y (f ol e ol OF 13 b
5o (6 ke ol bt e s Y OF 31 o oy il e g o 0 0 e o
Sy ) b B e Lol VAT G B e 0 B 0T enely DL L alesy
(Bl oclr pag 4 Ul wrp OF opely (egnd2 3 & b OF it S G OIST13Y
3 ok pantin OF 5 oyl o b (@) Bty o ) s W Glall 3 01
OF e bl BELolly an o pnms Sy el ol Db 03 0522 05Ty gds
(D s oy B2l dne ) a3y s anel F dlsSn 5 o8 i o @Blsl lpiais
Lls cagake 1w sglast OF e gmorl 28 poill O S35 (shng i rhds OF daw ata (ko
D EE Sl e Ui 25 sl § 8 13 ) 15l WA

S padd oyl

OSG aoy S s ) Ay by ks Wil £E Jsll 52l skl &,
s o il ool @S0 OTA B pade B Bt 4l S G panlis e Loy

il Oledsial) QLS BEY de Gilancal® oy B0 dscalacial) s T alglsco/veasd) 3,20l (V)
) £ 7 Al g S Gl sVl oAl e AL AT T ol
VAR

oYo/y e sz (Y)

31158 pdl) g (S r QIS gl r redly CLOTA s DSl e (T)
AN TR S HOWE Ut g



VY (1 2l v s)

A L 13 o e Vonas tgle SE el Y Ul U o Y g
it 155 VS 26 Sty J ) ablios s U 0 il e

s B dry AN b e 5 sl B 2,00 I S il s Ly
opedy axor ] p)l AN OIS ey b 352 OIS a1 wllad (39 ciaw pm)l e ST
w‘&\mdwy‘up ) JEs G e a3 i OF L)y Cinlg2L gl
b OF 3B Sl e ale e Ll CIL LT L S0 gy o J ol e s ol ags
A akiy e ST WB & driey g cadi Dy ol Codd 1l B2 e ol
85 U 9 55 Gagral pstans O 0T s L 08 Whrate 1 56 e
g od Sl 28 2 G5 6 s

IS pield sl

St pganry e LU L LG oa Sy HE A Jsu) (Bl nSal i
A olally B b ern OISy (UL agde sey OF BT DB e eaelr U1 50 libY
O n by a2 g A O ) 19ty alonsy sl pas o Judball e ps
(s o 0 3L Oy AL b Lo S0 ¢ egs Mg L rande 1 pe,

A

25 (Bl Jo ogs onlt oy sillany copbliy oy wll Lay £ U1 0K
Liadls UL Sl o Jolsdl b b i Al ods o aslsl 35 0185 (0 o 050 %
Al pand e kel B Ve )l S OISl ol Ay e AR G O Lay
geryy 1 153 2l 8350 5 g Islamy conplly SRl g Vgglry (Jladlly ardly oS0 e
caly alal aablio 1] oLl o 5900y (ol SN B a5 ) vends Lo (01 (3 sl ST Gile
s bl by ks o ] s ol o SIL s 36y (bl s sk O] pgang
ol A ) g Al Wy aledl) ] se s YY1 Jled

A Y bl s (V)

vl s (1)

YAV oo\ ¥ e td Bl YL Y bl e sl JB 13 Ol sl OlS o)) s (Y)
VATV 85w ()

EACI 2 VATV Il By bl (S il slell) Ol ptdly sledl OUS gyl e (0)



vy slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

e OV e b 3 oY) o oy AbL 5 agrabling naledd 1 057 ] 3521l
wofab Gl S G 58 g B (ogal e Bl Y say 3y wab Ciadd g3
S g caY zolly B Colly (Vs BVl e OV S e ¢ esddl ade
oSy 4ol J Lol s s )

Y i S e ol sl b of e €8 Lo 12 0T 55 6y
s s J iSOl el Syl 2 Ul it s g @ 505 st s s
Sl o Slall 2 fo 1 Katis 10 2 D 1 2 pabg gk (K g
Vi Gmiled 5B el Bhitl 2AEST 5 2K 1 BT 1 Gl G Siasidll
o eV 6 sk dlie bs 38 0lyy S 5 010t s

8350 Lo QU5 dl a8y Bl gy iy oS0 phedd O AL OF el
B S ass W) W gl SCAT e 0 Gle O T b s dls JB sy
.(r)e%%jj

BB ol o Lo illy cabott 0 ot g D) ey 0 ST s D)
Tall y5all a R Sl conednedd 35 LT ke () 00 g )
OIS Wy (b Lagh TN ) odd L) £ lly (b Sl el s g DL
o el o Lede cod Ll O clel o oy (gl (5 (uamablis ¥ (2l alas L
gl @ aines 88 1) ) conds EE U ale e 23 dee 3 2 e ey Y
Oglas 0T €8yl Loals oY of Lelar I

g0 3 28w 1 ol 2 B 56 Vs o & LB o J6
Oly Lagd) oLwAJL,) PPN \PE R Ry V- I LS U PSP DR UN I Cot g S

o1Vl aall Gm (1)

o1 Vlausll 35w (Y)

Yy :iaYiegd 55 (Y)

IREAEETTE S HOWE PN TIACY Ll b il SbeonYl oS, e (%)
Ai Yl 5 (0)

Ve EVipeee AVAIEa b 3y el Wi dls bV oS gLl )



Ve (1 2l v s)

Y o ame gl g iy il @ 2By Gl dae ile Wy (Ol ag L
S Ll 1T @S0 0T 5 a3 eyl S L amy B plld e eyl
O ok phees 59y AR n JI li Wb ity canlly dlaban (3 i) 0555 OF (aOaYL
mf Ofy s o X Il Lenl WSS Y OF el 8 s BT 0Tl e dae o Cre
Gy cally G ologl i O ey QI3 clapal e OF Lea) oo by ol 2y plalall e
o Cdamd W@w@\@“w‘.@tuwwww\ ('-b\‘\b’u‘db-éc
HINIES u; ERESPIAN] u\w‘ﬂ\ ogsd Y1 o OTAN (3 2y ol S50 camn L) e
00 3 5 5 1 o ) e > e 2 243

pealal AL 3 3 ool agliass sy pae ol U] st 0L sl 58 ol 5y
W lglal ) It OF Lgmtd o gy e Osmthor 181 Wb S5 Cm @Dl 59 ads
s Ln g (s i g 01 Ul tepsdl JB okl s s 3y Dy 85 e b
(0 Lol 8T s 0,80 o Gy pLa)

ooy btims Wb O™ e c 2y comedand) i AaIU) Sglaally (SH) i o geadl 0l
ot oty ALl gl iy (S25al6 (ol Iy 20 Ol 3 g clbls OIS

EJEINUp NP

aagd O Al iy ciney s by ey Y O Gk E s OF 0558l plad
plo) ey M5 L BL8Y1 sy dsll s ) pageis BE 0785 (Ogaliny Osilind
kb pdey a8 e wlesl by bl &) A ek Ofy (Y1 ) Lemabling
bagie ) o2) jae op) 8 odim (L) Gy (o) sMaYly i Asles pglalaey ‘('-G-‘L’UT
dnad) g Lgtadds oda sl J A Jemsl JU el OL e 2l Alp-JQ.ch\)ij
Doy sl 7 83V (3 8 GYY i odn ey Wl 1l Jmny Ji € s 1gna 13) 35l

Ly oS BE A Jouy bt e J il @ Ol oy ae e Jael 12 e 2 &

A Ve oSl 5 (V)

VT e CTY Y AT (B oy o e biab (3 Cbeilall liad oS (e s (Y)

VIV oo EAY il (B mae ol (I doy Ol xn M (T)

W) Andllcsgmg Al SISl lalndl s o 28 Zlells o Hasasd) ()
av/y ey ray



Vo slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

ol e LLSS ((eld ST 4 1l Jpmy JB Sl Lo sjllae - 3 el
.(‘)«lSJu s o s )
JL B Slery el Olaly JUST Y1 Al Sl s s (3 iZsegdl pLY) JB
0
g pelasll slas i aods 8 HE () ol wl )Y Conld

b asay a5

b af ale Yy e dl e Jody pasdl jgad sleln alol oo €2 Gle n OIS
oilan pobsl o calie las ST aths e 5 o e 8 dol e il Bl oS
sy 118716 Al Jb Ly O anssl sl oo Oaatn plgil JU Ly tshd (el
ol STy 0 0gs el D™ 3 o gy gty AT Jb by acosbolyy Jly Jblon
o Bl OY sl BE Ol L gppni 3y o bls S 5 ) el
«J}aiomeuﬁé;éﬂs&;ﬁ\f@\smﬁg;ﬁﬁwg (& aiile B i S
S5 US 0t plgil JU Ln:J i oS,

dl ealad Ogady o1l JU Ly L SN JB 1 Je Sl % IV P DS U S
Wemital sl §f U5 o By 106 2 o5 3 4 Jasls (2o 3 slezd)

il esllsl mfiad (ASGhy vl cliar gl @S g £ 0
Sl EE ) Jmny ST 50 F o i @ et a5 Vs clabiaily JlasW) Flo ) iz
e mufw 4y Jeites psk vf'*’T b Ly 1 ds W) e 30wl a3 wld

VETI AN et Bitonle et ol Clcdand) OLS (b e (1)

YA/ tpld! o oo s 5 2l (Y)

Ve TECT) it Bl ) Aty § e SbeosY DS (gl s (T)

ONTILoY £ Tl 13, S Gl b S S (s s ()

£Ea1 oY oV ioad (3 dlagl e d@‘ Clepllall oS (Bl b (o)

Yeoi oY ooriaadl Bl me adly o3 Cleadl S el e (1)

ol 2 AL VAN G (B il e (3 CLeonY) QST lleimsl oy Oladacsgls gl (V)
B all Adedle B il s GV gl JB TV AL e gty paal) 2 e tes
av/ecy g ieaddl 3y

VYY:ooeVo s iealdl (8)dall & sl ) padl by CLedY OLS (gl o (A)



VA (1 2l v s)

A% 0L ani oF ol o aturls (DT At BB Sagry (3 aduxd lind Of (ST
N ans e oy s i 3 i ol gy VIS Sl

B g Gelas § o3

o a5b OF |3 5l 13y 1sid g L I92lag ldblaz OF W1 L OIS
ot 8 o o ciey iy aiby BB T s am Yy Picoy a8 I e gt L
Gey elly GV e BLAL (3 50 Bl &) (Y e B 3 25Y 4 copdlly
(& A SIS s ol 6T e b gy

Sgdall dds 8 Alall

G 9y e Jday (GEL AU n o2k ey Bgg) (2lce e EE sl O
AT O 0y 1T ol g oY dagd 3 s Y ety Gl o i Y el s
I e 3 b el ol (T Ley s 0T & 1atle e i (gl 5y cad) ol
Gy o bl Y e (578 a1 G A1 gy e IS e 1B il 536 3
1 B ) Sy g 035 (o op el L LIS B A oy s 00 B A U
B gy 06 2l O Jgoy U L hknal il & JUb Gl sg0 0 Jo (3 wiiSTy
150 1587 BT (S5 e ) SlaT G Ly Gy 1 JB 7 calal ga Lo e U (b 82
O oy oot el Bl (S e 15aUT Canal) oed G 13]5 0955 L )l b B
.(r)«u.g Cabkd) Cdn 2 el dbb

Jatalt ua\.@i‘\

Ay ekl ol iy it (G o o Al gl £E O
ool o O LS pallall sy O Gl e G dsl elpe dlde o G mad U

G SO o OBl Slis el Jmb e b LB g o Bl L G Lase OF @ L

YYYIoo) YYAIEoad (Bl 3 Gladl e ) Cbedlall 2lgns ol DS (s e (1)
YY¢

CEAR TR 15,0060 Ly 1 050l Cledyledl wlas LS i gatal) rnlecand o e SLIN ()
o Sl B s Y sl JBsetYYpoee ) 4391 Y1 Aadall oSl i
Vo ActANS tigadl Byl

VEAILoet 8V ) 1igld V;J@LZQJ,\;.‘ Clesgdl O (bl s ()



vy slanll B0 ) Sl coi (3 Calaldly Cptasl) dleles

ot al, 25 3 G B 88 1 UL 06 sased)

sl O ¥ ol oy By ¢ el e ol B HE 0 Gy el amy ol
G AR O b ety ccdndly Cll W1 g3 il 852 LS S e il
A el o gy o Lty ol hall 85 sl LAy LA Y Laslyy I Y
P o Tl s IS8 a2l aiby £E ) gl

s Y sl W ekl Ol Blas Oy t0ss Olegs §pzandl sk
Lole 13y Wb i 4 Ol Slasls Ofy L dblel el 0187 adls (L) fle 3 syl
b consl 2l ¥ sy (B3sy ey 5ol Byl It pdll gh el S5 (g5
SV Sl Jlesl & paledl 0T cilsT uy LB lag el dide Gyl Ol oges]
abts [z 81 ol 3321 o 1™ 3
Coudl il o

(W doial) )55l n U sp L) 5390l OB ol s (3 2B Lo e el
3% O als oo Legh T8 Wl o) ) porlly s 21 cnednsld e
Pl ol s P gl ) atgll el e Ol celaa B2 Bola
RN RNIUINE NGO SN FVRIRIE - JUIEIEY
el bl cpekl) e Batie o (s pod) By gy plasd) jsatd HE wilele ¥
plly U g~
Lo @ Oy e aad gk Bl (3 adly Bl el B9 0 -
Aslen V) Al 354 oladll 3 Juad) — ¢
A G el b)Y Biley —o

ket Ly oy T oy 120 e b0 Lo

LR

YYAo ) \/\iiupc'l/\\/"lid,‘g.u-\ (,_chj:q é:— JSULS\ J\j,w g_)\gco\:::U\ g\:fcg}')b':?j\ e (\)
CEY LYY TY T oY ) Y allleadal) (Solin Rnsac e Jole taa sl §lasOns) Clings ()
it






va Goagdl Slay oho tasdl sl S 3 ol gl zealin

r3gdl Slag Ghaidysed) 8yl LIS G o polall oyl alis
The Methods of Contemporary Historians in Writing the
Prophet's Biography: Shalabi and Shakir as a Model

Jus # s

ABSTRACT

This paper encompassed the methods of contemporary historians in
presenting the Prophet's biography: Shalabi and Shakir as a model. The
purpose of this research was a comparative study of the methods of two
different contemporary writers in the field of biography. The method used
for the research was comparative. This fact was established that there are
very few contemporary historians who contributed in writing of the Prophet's
biography, but although these two important historians were diligent
researchers with good works and successful writings, but much that they
have benefited from history needs and objected even settled facts like some
of the correct ahadith and some important events that took place in the
biography of the Great Prophet Muhammad (£%) as there is no reference in
the books to the sources relied on in the historical narratives, nor in the
narration of the biography. There are many shortcomings in the two books
which are in the most important Islamic arts, especially in the Encyclopedia
of Dr. Shakir, and special research and books should be devoted to the
answers to the silence of such shortcomings, and there is a strong need to
compose valuable books in response to the shortcomings of such sporadic
encyclopedias. Special books in such art must be devoted to the important
Islamic arts, and do not include a variety of subjects on general history,
including the art of the Prophet's Muhammad biography ().

Keywords: Prophet’s biography, Ahmed Shalabt, Mahmiid Shakir
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legal code of conduct for the establishment of an ideal society in all
respects of life. The orientalists with sound and unbiased minds not only
confirmed these evidences but also categorically rejected the views of the
extremist orientalists. They proved that the opinions of those Orientalists
who went against the existence of the legal system in the entire life of the
Holy Prophet (%), were irrational, illogical and irrelevant to the
undeniable proofs of history. So the contradictions among orientalists on
this issue support the idea that the orientalists who denied the legal status
of Prophet Muhammad (%) and the existence of Islamic law in the
earliest days of Islam are utterly prejudiced in respect to the basis of
Islamic teachings and ideology.



Legal Authority of the Prophet Muhammad and the Orientalists:.. 55

He considers the Qur’an a document more legal than the
Pentateuch. He states that if Quran’s main five types of teachings like
preaching. Polemics, stories allusion to the Prophet’s (%) life and
legislation are studied deeply, it can easily be deduced that Quran
contains legal data more than the Pentateuch, the Tora, which is famous
as ‘the law’ in the world."

The picture of early Islamic law depicted by Goldziher shows as if
its existence was uncertain and unstable. But Fitzgrald and Coulson
deny his thesis. Fitzgrald confirms the mode of Islamic law by asserting
that Islam introduces God as the only root of legislation and denies any
human authority to legislate. @

N. J. Coulson echoes the similar concept. He says that God only
has the authority of law-giving and His prime authority over all the
fields of society was out of question.

“The principle that God was the only law-giver and that
His command was to have supreme control over all
aspects of life was clearly established. »3)

On another place, Coulson speaks more specifically and rejects
Schacht’s extreme assumptions. He explicitly says that Quran
introduced issues related to the Muslim society with which Muhammad
(%) dealt. He does not accept Schacht’s assumption that the proof of the
ahadith on law does not go back earlier than the year 100 A.H. He
considers Schacht’s assumption as void and fabricated.”

Conclusion

In the presence of all the previous proofs of rational and traditional
analysis of the Divine Sunnah and philosophy of prophet hood
experienced by the humanity throughout the history of the prophets,
evidence of Quranic commands of Prophet Muhammad’s (3) legal
authority, historical evidence of his judicial activities, and finally the
balanced opinions of a good number of orientalists in favour of Islamic
view point on the legal authority of the Prophet (3) and the existence of
strong and comprehensive legal system in early Islam, it is difficult to
assume that Prophet Muhammad (3) neither had the ability and authority
nor He intended to create a new legal system. Therefore, it could safely
be concluded that the Prophet Muhammad (¥),just like the previous
prominent Prophets, was bestowed with the legal status and a complete

(1)  Studies in Islamic History and Institutions, 128.

(2)  Fitzgrald, S. V. The Alleged Debt of Islamic to Roman Law, Law Quarterly
Review, 67 (January 1951), 82.

(3)  Coulson, N. J. A history of Islamic Law, (Lahore: Lahore Law Publications, ), 11.

(4)  Ibid., 64-65.
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have faith in Allah and the Day of judgment and who often

call Allah to remembrance”.

“And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it. And

Whatsoever he forbids you, abstain from it and keep your

duty. Lo, Allah is stern in reprisal » @

This means that Muslims should follow the foot-prints of the Prophet

(¥) in all the aspects of life. As taking the previous directions and
instructions of the holy Qur’an it seems clear that Prophet’s () commands
and actions were identical with the directions of the Almighty because they
were sectioned by the Almighty Himself through revelation. As Qur’an
explains:

“And He does not speak of His desire but whatever He

speaks is the Divine revelation revealed to Him » 3

Impartial Orientalists on Prophet’s legal Authority and the
existence of legal system in early Islam.

Besides the Divine philosophy of Prophet hood, the witness of
legal and judicial activities in early Islam the impartial opinions of a
considerable number of orientalists have also gone close to the Muslim
concept of Prophet’s (¥) legal authority , His legislative and judicial
role and the existence of legal system in early Islam. They not only
spoke in favour of Muslim view-point but also rejected the views of
Goldziher, Schacht, and Anderson etc. The findings of some scholars
seem pertinent to be mentioned here.

Jonathan A.C. Brown describes the judicial and the political
function of the Prophet (¥) in the last days of his life. He asserts:

“The Prophet taught thousands of followers, interested with
his community for twenty-three years, and acted as a judge
and political leader for the last ten. 4

Another orientalist S. D. Goitein concludes that the concept of
legal system was not the outcome of best Quranic community but was
formatted by the Prophet himself."

Goitein verifies the existence of legal system in early Islam
described in the Qur’an. He notes that the holy Prophet realized that
even solid legal issues were a necessary part and parcel of the heavenly
message to the community. According to him these legal matters were
deduced from the holy Qur’an.®

(1)  Surah Al-Ahzab:21

(2)  Surah Al-Hashr:7.

(3)  Surah Al-Najm:3-4.

(4)  Brown, Hadith, Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medival and Modern World, 160.
(5)  Goitein, S. D., Studies in Islamic History and Institutions (Leiden: 1965), 133.
(6)  Ibid. 129-30.
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verses of inheritance [4:11-12 ], decided to give the shares of
inheritance prescribed in the Qur’an to those who are entitled by
the Qur’an to receive and then to give the rest to his closest male
relatives. "

For more practical examples of legislative and judicial proceedings

from the life of Prophet Muhammad (%), the readers are recommended to
consult the following two books in Fazl ur-Rahman’s Encyclopedia of

Strah;

Book iv: Muhammad as a Legislator.
Book v: Muhammad as a Judge.

¢). Muta‘: To be Obeyed:
All the prophets were sent to be obeyed by their respective nations.
Allah Almighty says:

“We have sent no Messenger save that he should be obeyed
, »(2)
by Allah’s leave .

Obedience to the prophets was called the real obedience to the

Almighty. The Lord of lords says further:

“Whover obeys the Apostle obeys Allah. But any one who
turns away, we have not sent thee to watch over [their evil
deeds] . ®)

Many other verses of the holy Qur’an make the obedience to the

Prophet (%) an obligation for the Muslims. Qur’an says:

“Say: “Obey Allah and the Messenger.” But if they turn away,
Allah does not love the unbelievers "

It says on another place:

“Obey Allah and the Messenger, so that perhaps you will find
mercy”.(5)

And again it is commanded to the believers:

“O believers, obey Allah, and obey the Messenger and those in
authority among you. If you should dispute regarding anything,
refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if indeed you believe in
Allah and the Last Day. This is better and fairer in the issue » ©)

d). The Role Model for Muslims.

The Qur’an describes the way of the Holy Prophet, as a life-pattern

(uswah) for the Muslim community. It says:

“You have in Allah’s messenger a noble model for all whose

(1)
2)
3)
4)
)
(6)

Fazl ur-Rahman, Encyclopaedia of Strah, 758.
Surah Al-Nisa:64.

Ibid:80.

Surah Al-e-‘Imran:32.

Ibid:132.

Surah Al-Nisa:59
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responsibility, to explain each verse and each word of the Holy Qur’an
both orally and practically.

b). Legislator:

Allah authorized the Holy Prophet (%) to legislate for the regular life
of the community. He defines the prophet’s (3) role as a legislator in these
words:

“He will make lawful for them all good things and prohibit

for them only the foul, and will relieve them of their burden
and the fetters which were set upon them. Then those who
believe in him, honor and help him, and follow the light
which is sent down with him: they are the Successful »

As a result, all the companions admitted the holy Prophet’s status as
a law giver (¥) and considered lawful what was made lawful by the holy
Prophet (%) and strictly avoided what was prohibited by the Him.

Qur’an explicitly defines the judicial authority of the Holy Prophet.
It says:

“But no, by thy Lord: They will not believe until they make
you the judge regarding the disagreement between them;
then they shall find in themselves no impediment touching
thy verdict, but shall surrender in full submission”. @

Complete obedience and submission to the decisions of the holy
Prophet was compulsory for the completion of one’s belief in Islam. In
fact, Prophet’s disobedience meant the denial of Islam and its teachings.

History shows that during the life of the holy Prophet (¥) all the
disputes and cases were referred to the holy Prophet (¥) who used to judge
and decide all of them with equity and justice irrespective of caste, creed or
any relationship in complete coherence with the divine spirit of justice.
Some of the Prophet’s (%) decisions are being mentioned here as a proof of
the judicial activity and practice of the holy Prophet (3).

e Once the holy Prophet ordered to cut off a Muslim woman’s hand
because of her act of theft. Some of his companions thought it so a
bigger sentence and requested Him to let her off. But the holy
Prophet abhored the idea and applied the punishment by saying:

“Had she been Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad, I would
have cut off her hand. 3)

® Once Jabir bin Abdullah fell ill and asked the holy Prophet how to
distribute his property. The holy Prophet, after the revelation of the

(1)  Surah Al-’A‘raf:157.

2) Surah AI-Nisa:65.

(3)  Fazl ur-Rahman, Encyclopaedia of Strah, (London: Muslim Schools Trust, 1982),
2/808.
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orientalists and Fazl ur-Rahman that they consciously ignored the evidence
of the Qur’an which was revealed and preserved both in writing and
memory during the life of the Prophet.

It seems pertinent here to describe the over all picture of the status,
responsibilities and the activities of the Prophet as defined by the Almighty in
the Qur’an. The Divine philosophy of prophethood has been explained under
the various distinct roles assigned to the holy Prophet (¥). These are as:

a). Interpreter of the Holy Qur’an:

It has been the sunnah of the Almighty, throughout the history of
prophethood, that Allah sent His prominent Prophets with the Holy books
as complete codes of conduct for all the facets of life and asked them all to
explain the Divine message both theoretically and practically. Allah
commands the Prophet:

“And We inspired to you O Muhammad (%) the remembrance [the
Qur’an] to explain to the people all that has been revealed to them so
that they may hopefully ponder »

According to the Muslim scholors, true understanding of the Holy
Qur’an is impossible without the accurate perception of the sunnah of the
Prophet (¥). Since the Holy Qur’an is the divine scripture of the most
comprehensive rules the explanation of which required their practical
implementation. Therefore, it has been the sunnah of the Almighty that He
chose Prophets from among the human beings for the true and applicable
exegesis of the Divine scriptures. For example Qur’an commands to give
Zakah, [i.e. compulsory charity prescribed by Allah and his Prophet], but
does not Provide the necessary instructions for the complete
implementation of the zakat system. All of these instructions have well
been provided in Prophet’s way of life. This was why Muhammad(¥) was
required to explain all such commandments and rules. Some of the
orientalists have rightly echoed the legal function of prophet’s (¥) sunnah
in explaining the guidance and regulation. For example, Jonathan A.C.
Brown states:

“Throughout Islamic history, the vast preponderance of
Muslims have also affirmed that the teachings of the Prophet
adjust, augment and explain the Holy Book, although they
have disagreed on how and to what extent it occurs. The
Quran is not a detailed legal manual. Only about five hundred
book’s verses provide legal injuctions, and even on major
questions such as ritual prayer the Quran is often vague”. @

So, it was assigned to the Holy Prophet (¥), as a prophetic

(1) Surah Al-’Isra:44.
(2)  Brown Jonathan, A. C. Hadith; Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval and Modern
World, (Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 2010), 150.
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did not have the capability to do any of the legislative work. )

Fazl ur-Rahman, a well known Pakistani Islamist, also rejects the
existence of the legal activities of Prophet Muhammad (%) and the legal
authority of His sunnah.

He describes the scenario and assents that the holy Prophet was
basically a moral reformer, who seldom intended to general legislation as a
source to further the Islamic legal cause. @

Fazl ur-Rahman describes the Holy Prophet (¥8) having no time for
legal regulation because of his indulgence in moral and political fight
against the Makkans.®

In fact Fazl ur-Rahman and the orientalists have gone beyond the
understanding of the Divine philosophy of prophethood according to which
the Prophets are not sent as sole professional legists defining the technical
legal terms of jurisprudence but as social, political, and finally the religious
reformers who perform all of their functions and duties within the legal
boundaries defined by the Almighty. Keeping in view the Divine
philosophy of prophethood, it is improbable to assume, as Fazl ur-Rahman
expressed, that the Holy Prophet (3) had little or no time for regulation out
of his political and moral struggle.

To confirm the views of orientalists and Fazl ur-Rahman on the
existence of legal system and the Prophet’s legal authority, it is tantamount
to admitting that:

* The Authority of the Holy Prophet was not legal but religious and
political who did not intend to make laws.

* As aresult Islam had no legal system before the year 100 A.H. but
it had been formulated in the second century A.H. out of the
Ummayads’ administrative practice.

Both of these assumptions would be refuted in this paper through the
following strategies.

* By the historical Divine Sunnah and philosophy of prophethood.

* By the legal instructions in the very Qur’an that was obviously
revealed and completed within the Prophet’s (¥) life.

* By the witness of the early Islamic history, the legal teachings and
judicial activities of Prophet Muhammad (¥) and His companions
in the 1* century A H.

* By the impartial and scholarly opinions of some other orientalists
contrast to the assumptions of those who went against the reality.

There is a basic technical and methodological mistake done by the

(1)  Snouck, C. Hurgronje, Muhammadanism (1916), 60.

(2)  Fazl ur-Rahman, Islamic Methodology in History, (Karachi: Central Institute of
Islamic Research, 1965), 10.

(3) Ibid., 11.
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completed during the life of the holy Prophet, So it seems in complete
contrast to the real and authentic history of Islam to suppose that the legal
institution of Islam could not have its genesis until the ending days of the
Umayyad rule.")

Moreover, Schacht explicitly takes the whole of legal traditions as
spurious and fabricated as they were circulated not earlier than the second
century A.H. He states that all the legal traditions are not older than the
second century A. H.?

Here Schacht consciously ignores the traditionists’ restless efforts to
found a matchless discipline of the ‘preservation of hadith’. They, for the
first time in the human history, invented various methods like ‘aama ur
rijal’ and “Jarh wa ta‘dil” for the scrutiny of the reporters. As this genre of
legal traditions was considered the most important part of the hadith
literature therefore, these legal traditions were transferred under the most
strict rules of scrutiny. Schacht considers the Umayyad practice as raw
material for the birth of Islamic legal system in the second century A.H.®

He moves on and discards the historical authenticity of all the
Prophetic traditions on Islamic law. He argues that all of such traditions are
spurious and have no historical authenticity.

In his view, it is almost improbable to succeed in finding any of the
traditions concerning the Islamic law. “

These are not only Goldziher and Schacht but also a good number of
orientalists and their spiritual pupils in the West as well as in the East who
express the similar views about the existence of law in early Islam and the
prophet’s legal authority. E. Tyan, For example, asserts that Prophet
Muhammad (%) had no intention to find any of the judicial or legislative
system.®

Similarly, Anderson expresses his opinion that Muhammad (¥) did
no effort to produce any comprehensive legal system because he was not in
a suitable position for this task. According to Anderson, he made some of
the adhoc amendments in the existing customary law.©

Similar trend of findings can be traced in the works of C. Snouck
Hurgronje, who describes that Muhammad (%) was so less qualified that he

(1) Schacht Joseph, Origions of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, 190.

(2)  Ibid. 176.

(3) Ibid. 5.

4) Schacht, An Introduction to Islamic Law, 34

(5)  E. Tyan, Histoire de ’organisation Judiciare en Pays d’ Islam, (Leiden: 1960), 64,
quoted in Azami, M. Mustafa, On Schacht’s Origins of Muhammadan
Jurisprudence (Riyadh: King Saud University, 1985), 16.

(6)  JN.D. Anderson. Recent Developments in Shari‘a Law,( Muslim World, 40,
1950), 245.
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“His authority was not legal but, for the believers, religious
and, for the lukewarm, political. (1)

It 1s so strange and astonishing for a common reader of Qur’an and
Islamic law that how Schacht, a well-known researcher of Islamic legal
history, did claim that the holy Prophet’s status had no concern with the
legal matters while a good number of Quranic verses confirm and verify
the legal status and authority of the holy Prophet (¥) in the society. It gives
rise to a question in the reader’s mind that did Schacht not read these
verses of the holy Quran or he consciously ignored the Quranic concept of
prophethood.

He argues that Muhammad (%) had no intention to make a new legal
system but to teach his followers how to perform their ritual duties . He
points out:

“Generally speaking, Muhammad (%) had little reason to
change the existing customary law. 2

It has Always been so logical and natural Divine custom of
Prophethood that Allah Almighty sent the Prophets with not only having
the authority to amend the existing laws but also with a huge set of legal
rules and regulations that can be entitled as ‘complete legal system’. But
on the other side, it is Schacht and some of his fellow Orientalists who
deny this historical Divine tradition of Prophethood.

ii.  In his second view point, Schacht deduces that as a result of the
status and the intention of the holy Prophet (¥), Islamic law could not have
its gensis until the second century after Hijrah.m
According to him, Muhammadan law started in the second century
after Hijra, and the Prophet and his earlier successors could play no role to
introduce any legal system. As a result, Schacht assumes that the first
century of Islam was led by the community without any set of legal rules
and proceedings. It is so partial opinion for a researcher to assume that the
religion having the largest legal system had no legal system in its formative
period of the first century after Hijra.
He opines categorically:
“Our conclusions so far have led us to the beginning of the
second century A.H. as the time in which Muhammdan
Jjurisprudence started A4

As all of the Islamic teachings, disciplines and institutions were

(1) Schacht Joseph, An Introduction to Islamic Law, (Delhi: Universal Law Publishing
Co. 1997A.D), 11.

(2)  Ibid.

(3) Ibid., 19.

4) Schacht Joseph, Origions of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, (Oxford: at the
Clarendon Press, 1989), 190.
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According to him just after the Prophet the expanded caliphate
and its population of multi communities took various changes in social,
political and religious nature of the society that definitely demanded a
complete legal system for the solution of all the newly born issues.

He considers the Holy Qur’an too insufficient to provide the
essential details how to live the daily life. He seems to express that the
holy Qur’an’s legal boundaries were so small that they could not cover
and answer various demands and questions of daily life.

He points out the reason for such a limitedness of Prophet’s (¥)
law. He opines:

“Muhammed and his helpers had looked after the most
immediate needs "

His argument shows that the Prophet and his successors, while
dealing with legal matters, had no sketch of the widening range of the
social life and its newly born demands. His opinion points out that they
were actually dealing with the problems coming in front of them
currently and the regulations made by them had no concern with the
rising problems of upcoming community. He concludes his analysis of
the absence of any legal development during the holy Prophet’s (¥) life
in these lines.

“What matters for our purpose is simply to recognize that in
Islam legal development commensurate with public need
began immediately after the Prophet’s death ~(2)

Here Goldziher leaves aside all of the legal regulations and
dealings of the holy Prophet (3) and his successors and argues that legal
dealings with the needs of the public developed only after the death of
Prophet Muhammad. Upcoming part of this paper will prove that
Goldziher’s denial of the legal proceedings throughout the Prophet’s life
is verified neither by the history of Islamic disciplines nor by the
findings of the impartial orientalists.

Schacht and the Prophet’s (¥3) Role in Islamic Law.

Joseph Schacht resumes and extends Goldziher’s studies on
Islamic law in his works on Islamic law and Jurisprudence.
He steps forward rather specifically on this issue and concludes his
whole discussions in two points.
1. Muslim law fell outside the sephere of religion. This was because
neither Muhammad’s (¥) authority was legal nor He intended to make a
new legal system.

He defines the nature of Prophet’s (:2) authority in these lines:

(1)  Goldziher Ignaz, Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law, 32.
(2)  Ibid., 32-33.
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Human history witnesses that a civilized social life is impossible
without the true implementation of a mature and logical legal system as no
civilized nation in human history led any sort of its social, political or
economic life without a set of rules and regulations. Peace, prosperity and
collective sustainable development is dependent upon its legal and judicial
system. Categorically speaking, the word of ‘nation’ cannot be applied to a
society that lacks a legal code of life. Islam, throughout its history from
‘Adam to Prophet Muhammad (), led its Prophets and their followers
with comprehensive but simple and natural set of universal rules guiding
them how to live all the facets of social, political and economic life with
the acknowledgment of necessary Divine and human rights.

Before the holy Prophet Polytheism had become the new symbol of
Makkah. There was no organized government and as a result there was no
legal or judicial system through which the justice could be obtained.
Disputes were rife throughout the Peninsula most of which lasted for
centuries and were commonly settled through crude revenge and by calling
arbitrators.

This was the social environment to which Muhammad (%), the seal
of the Prophets, was sent with Allah’s message for humanity Therefore; it
stood the duty of this last Prophet to settle all these problems of the
Arabian society with the effectiveness and the true implementation of a
complete legal code of conduct.

Orientalists on the Prophet’s Legal Authority and the Existence of
Legal system in Early Islam.

The whole of the early life of Muslim community shows that Islamic
law not only existed but was also followed by the community, the proofs of
which will be discussed later. Here the notions of the Orientalists and their
Muslim followers are being mentioned who went against this background
of Islamic law.

Goldziher leads the orientalists in this regard and states that the
Prophet Muhammed’s (¥) institutions could not provide the legal solutions
for the later circumstances of the vastly enlarged society. "

He describes the reason because of which the legal regulation needed
after the Holy Prophet (¥2). He states:

“Internal consolidation and military expansion had already,
during the rule of the first caliphs, the Prophet’s immediate
successors, contributed to a change in the nature of the
community A2

(1)  Goldziher Ignaz, Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law, (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1910), 31.
(2)  Goldziher Ignaz, Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law, 31.
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system in early Islam. Sixth century after Christ, the social, and political,
life in the Arab societies was the worst example of mismanagement.
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legal authority, the elegant feature of Islamic legal system and its
functional character throughout the first century A. H. and afterwards.
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the historical facts and contrast to the orientalists’ anti-Islamic views,
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Prophets including Prophet Muhammad (¥) was sanctioned by Allah
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Islamic teachings.

Keywords: Prophet Muhammad, Legal authority, Orientalists, Legal
System, Early Islam.

*

Lecturer, Islamabad College for Boys, G-6/3, Islamabad
Associate Professor & Chairman, Department of Islamic Studies, University of
Gujrat






A Study of Linguistic Expressions of Prophet Muhammad 43

the native language of the audience where the revelation has been revealed
so that no excuse would be left regarding the understanding and
clarification of the language of the message. Fourthly, this governed the
conjecture that a Messenger was ever given the message in a different
language just for the sake of a miracle. Allah Almighty measured it more
important to make the people comprehend with the message and escort
them rightly than to fulfill their curiosity. Fifthly, through this the purpose
of the revelation could be accomplished and served in best manner if
revelation and its message is conveyed in the native language of the first
audience. It’s not necessary that all of those who understand the message
may accept it, however the objective of the message could be served better
in this way. Lastly, Prophet Muhammad (¥) with the title of an “ummi”
has fulfilled this mission of Allah through his marvels and remarkable
linguistic expressions of preaching. The amalgamation of philosophers,
educationists and logicians in one man, is the rarest spectacle in human
history; with consistency of magnitude" only found in the person named
Prophet of Islam “Muhammad (¥)” as miracle of language, communication
expression, and behavior..

LR
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the first audience

e One of the remarkable attribute of Prophet Muhammad (%) was his
impressive linguistic expression endorsed by Qur’an.

e Prophet Muhammad (¥) was noted for eloquence and fluency in
Arabic yet never went to any language expert or poet to learn the
skills of linguistics. He was a remarkable, accurate, unpretending
and straightforward speaker.

e Such surprising attributes of great expression of Arabic text and
linguistic had surprised so much the Arab community that they
tagged him with different titles such as Poet, Sorcerer, Kahin
(soothsayer), Majniin (One possessed by Jinn), and insane man
with insane message.

e Allah Almighty has revealed Qur’anic verses not only to answer the
allegations raised by opponents but also regards to present
commentary of the remarkable linguistic expressions of Prophet
Muhammad (%) known as illiterate among his people.

e It was an intellectual proof of the Muhammad (¥) being an ummi,
Prophet blessed with the miracle of Qur’an. The Arabs were
challenged to bring forth something comparable to the Qur’an, and
they were unable to do so because the beauty, structure and deep
meanings of the Qur’an amazed them as so much to accept Qur’an
as everlasting miracle of Prophet Muhammad ().

e Qur’anic commentary about the Prophet’s expertise in language
and linguistic was a miracle of revelation given by Allah in the
form of Qur’an. Allah Almighty has attributed Prophet Muhammad
(¥) as favor upon Arabic community, culture, language and
literature.

Conclusion:

Here few points are considerable for understanding of above whole
discussion and as conclusive remarks; one, just like other intellectuals of
his time Prophet Muhammad (%) was not the student of philosophy, poetry
and literature. But he has asserted the highest truths of perpetual value to
mankind. Prophet Muhammad (¥) had and eloquent speech that could
move the listeners to tears.

Secondly, Man cannot bring about laws equal to the laws of Islam
which are best in every aspect of life, including transactions, marriage,
social conduct, politics, acts of worship and the like. So, how is this done
by a person who could not get formal education? Isn’t this a clear proof
and sign of his Prophet Hood? Thirdly, Allah led towards His message in
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prolonged from morocco to indies and influenced the
thought and life of three continents -- Asia, Africa and
Europe » @

Annie Besant said about Prophet Muhammad (%), it is incredible for
anyone who likes to say anything about the life and character of the great
Prophet of Arabia, who knows how he taught and how he lived, to feel
anything but admiration for that immense Prophet, one of the great
messengers of the Utmost. And although I shall say many things which
may be familiar to many, yet [ myself feel whenever I study them, a new
way of approbation, a new sense of respect for the great Arabian teacher @

“Muhammad as an enthusiastic man undergo
subjugation for his beliefs but proved to be high moral
character man of his time and those who believed in
him and considered him as great leader, and the
enormousness of his decisive achievement is his
ultimate uprightness. And to suppose Muhammad a
masquerader raises more problems than it solves.
Moreover, none of the profuse figures of history is so
poorly cherished by West like Muhammad »@3)
Above mentioned are the words of Mr. Watt Montgomery. According to
James A. Michene:

“Muhammad was illiterate man of Arab community, but
when he started to deliver his inspired words which
would soon transform a large number of the almost
entire world. In all his matters Muhammad was proved
to be a profoundly concrete mind. When one of sons
died, an eclipse befallen, and tales of commiseration by
God prevailed. Upon that rather than to take
sympathies of people, Muhammad publically said that
eclipse is a spectacle of nature. There is no need to

attribute them with any benefit or loss » @

Findings:
Keeping in view above discussion of the research followings are the
findings of analysis.
e Arabic was a familiar language of Arabs just like other Prophets
who were given scriptures in other languages as per their audience,
Qur’an was sent in Arabic language according to the language of

(1)  Prof. K. S. Ramakrishna Rao, Islam and Modern Age, (Hyderabad: 1978 A.D), 179.

2) Annie Besant, the Life and Teachings of Muhammad, (Madras: 1932 A.D), 4.

(3)  Montgomery. Watt, Mohammad at Mecca, (Oxford: 1953 A.D), 52.

(4) James A. Michene, Islam: The Misunderstood Religion, Reader’s Digest (New
York: 1955 A.D), 68-70.
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And if you are in doubt as to what about what we have

sent down to our servant is from us, then produce a

Surah like this, and you may call your associates to

assist you and avail yourselves of the help of anyone
other than Allah. If you are true in your doubt.

Then Allah Almighty challenges mankind at large with this
challenge that even if all human beings and Jinn’s cooperate with one
another to produce a book like Qur’an, they will not be able to produce
anything like it, even though all of them help one another®.Centuries have
passed away, no one has accepted this challenge of the Qur’an. If we look
at the circumstances of the Arabian society at time of arrival of Qur’an and
unbounded reverence of Prophet Muhammad (%) it is clear that most
miraculous thing about Prophet Muhammad (%) is that he never claimed
the power of working miracles. Miracles were done but not to broadcast
his fame and were attributed entirely to Allah and his enigmatic ways. And
Qur’an was one of that enigmatic miracles.

Orientalists view about Prophet Muhammad (¥)’s linguistic miracle:
Any great man should be best refereed by his opposite group to be of

true metal facts. And no doubt all of assessments by majority of the
modern orientalists of greatness are exceedingly satisfied to the highest
degree in case of Prophet Muhammad (3£). Here it is worth pondering the
analogy between orientalist’s views of Muhammad and Jewish views of
Jesus). In both cases, in pre-modern times these views were almost
uniformly negative and still today Jews and Christians tend to react
cautiously to the figure in whom the true fulfillment of their faith is said to
be achieved. In modern times, however, there have been those who have
articulated more positive Jewish accounts of Jesus and more positive
Christian accounts of Muhammad.

“Muhammad to me the greatest mind among all the sons

of Arabia. He means so much more than all the poets

and kings that heralded him in that impermeable desert

of red sand. When he appeared, Arabia was nothing

more than a desert. According to Prof. K. S.

Ramakrishna “Out of nothing a new world was shaped

by the mighty spirit of Muhammad who gave a new life,

a new culture, a new civilization, a new kingdom which

(1)  Sarah Al-Bagarah: 23.
2) Stirah Al-Isra’: 88.



A Study of Linguistic Expressions of Prophet Muhammad 39

ever given the message in a different language just for the sake of a
miracle. Allah Almighty measured it more important to make the people
comprehend with the message and escort them rightly than to fulfill
their curiosity. No doubt through this the purpose of the revelation
could be accomplished and served in best manner if revelation and its
message is conveyed in the native language of the first audience. It’s
not necessary that all of those who understand the message may accept
it, however the objective the message could be served better in this
way'".

Intellectual Proofs which Support the language miracle of Prophet
Muhammad ():

The Prophet Muhammad (%) has been titled as “ummi” (the one
who cannot read and write) by the Qur’an. Therefore one cannot claim
that the Qur’an was authored by Muhammad (¥)! Allah Almighty
says:

“And you did not recite any Book before it, nor did

you write one with your right hand; in that case the
liars would have doubt”.'”

The Arabs were challenged to bring forth something comparable
to the Qur’an, and they were unable to do so! The beauty, structure
and deep meanings of the Qur’an amazed the Arabs as everlasting
miracle of Prophet Muhammad (). Even Prophet himself said:
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The miracles given to previous Prophets were limited
to their times. But miracle of Qur’an which I have

given is endless, and I hope to have the larger number
of followers.

Even though Arabian people were persuasive and well known for
their rich poetic treasure, they could not produce a single verse similar
to the Qur’an. They were challenged again and again by Qur’an to
produce a chapter, or ten verses or even a single verse similar to it, and
they did not accept any one of these challenges. Allah Almighty said:

(1)  Tafhim al-Qur’an, 13/37.
(2)  Sarah Al-‘Ankabit: 48.
3) Sahih Muslim, Hadith No: 152.
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person not belonging to them as a Prophet. Employing the same term
which they themselves had used, the Qur'an tells them that their destiny
was linked with this ummi Prophet. By obeying him they would become
successful. As for disobedience to the Prophet (¥8) it would continue to
arouse Allah's wrath which had been afflicted upon them for centuries. One
opinion is that term “Ummi” is based on the word “Umm” which means
that Prophet Muhammad (%) didn’t learn reading or writing from any
teacher. Yet He has been blessed by Allah Almighty with the revelation.
Second opinion is that it is pointing towards the followers of Prophet
Muhammad () because of their large number. "
Dz e s suisgy
And thus we have revealed it as an Arabic legislation.

Qur’an is revealed in Arabic language, same as the previous books
were revealed in the native languages of the Prophets and the audience.
Allah Almighty is refereeing that He has sent Messengers before Prophet
Muhammad (%) and revealed to them Divine Books in their own native
languages, just alike the Qur'an, is a judgment of power in Arabic, as an
scrupulousness scripture, and a vibrant, plain and unmistakable Book of
Allah on Prophet Muhammad ().
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And we did not send any messenger except [speaking] in
the language of his people to state clearly for them...

Arabic was a familiar language of Arabs just like other prophets who
were given scriptures in other languages as per their audience, Qur’an was
sent in Arabic language according to the language of the first audience.
Another reason for this was to make the message clear and understandable
to the first audience and also to establish proof against rejecters of Qur’an.
Prophet (¥) is the prophet for all mankind but initially the direct audience
was the tribes of Quraysh .

Here two points are considerable for understanding of above verse;
One, Allah lead towards His message in the native language of the
audience where the revelation has been reveled so that no excuse would be
left regarding the understanding and clarification of the language of the
message. Secondly, this governed the conjecture that a Messenger was

(1)  Maudidi, Tathim al-Qur’an, 7/157.

2) Stirah Al-Ra‘d:37.

(3)  Ibn Kathtr, Tafstr Ibn Kathir ,13/37.

(4)  Sarah Ibrahim: 04.

%) Qadi Sulayman Mansirpiiri, Mercy for the Worlds, (New York: Rutledge, 2003
A.D), 3/299.
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Additionally it was a known fact that previously revealed books were not
understood without having an expert teacher with whom you spend a lot of
time, how can this revelation with all persuasive style and faultless
meanings have been learnt from a lay man or slave of non-Arab origin who
can hardly understand the language? Surely a wise and just mind cannot
think like this ). Another one important fact is that they were non-Arab
slaves and have little information about Torah and the Gospel and had
consociate with the Prophet (¥). For this reason disbelievers blowout this
false report that it was the particular slave who was the real author of the
Holy Qur’an, but Muhammad (¥) presented it as book of God. This not
only shows that his opponents were very insolent in spreading false
accusations against the Prophet (¥) but also that they had become blind in
their opposition, preferred to attribute the authorship of the matchless
Arabic Qur’an to a non-Arab slave who had a smattering knowledge of the
Torah and the Gospel(z). As far as the remarkable linguistic expressions and
expertise of Prophet Muhammad (%) are concerned), they are because of
the revelation reveled to him as mentioned in below verse of the Qur’an.
O oy 1) 130y B ey g 108 s o G )
Say, I am only a man like you, to whom has been revealed
that your god is one God.

In the opinion of Ibn Abbas purpose of revelation of this verse is to
declare Prophet () as human being with miracle of perfect linguistic
expressions of Qur’an. Ibn Abbas added that Prophet Muhammad (%) was
given miracles more than ‘Isa (A.S) but no one else is to be worshiped
except Allah Almighty @,

Qur’an as miracle on Prophet (¥):
O Lo szt 3 2t 6,86 1,04 o 28 8 0,29 045 20
Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet,
whom they find written in what they have of the Torah and
the Gospel.

In the above mentioned verse Prophet Muhammad (3) has been
titled as ummi which is significant as the Israelites branded all other
nations as Gentiles (ummis). Immersed in racial prejudice, they did not
consider members of other nations as their equals, let alone accept any

(1) Ibn Kathir , Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 16/103.

(2)  Maudidi, Tafhim al-Qur’an, 16/103.

3) Stirah Al-Kahf: 110.

4) Muhammad Bin Abdullah At-Tabarayzi, Mishkat al-Masabih, (India: Maktabah
Rahimiyah, Deoband, 1988 A.D), 2/149.

(5) Stirah Al-Nahl: 103.
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No doubt all praises are for Allah. To whom we praise and
ask for help. To the one Allah guides, none can mislead
him, and to whom Allah is led astray cannot be guided. 1
bear witness no one deserves worship except Allah, The
One has no partners, and Muhammad is His Servant and
Messenger.

The desert Arab healer stuck by the beauty of the words that he said,
‘I have heard the words of mystics, enchanters, and rhymesters, but I have
never heard such verses which are deep like the oceans. And he pledge his
allegiance to Islam.

Does Prophet (¥) learned Qur’an from a foreign teacher?

Another accusation raised by the opponents of Qur’an is learning
from a human being. Experts has mentioned a list of the slaves who were
tagged as the teachers of prophets by the opponents. Among them includes
the following names mentioned in history books:

e According to Ibn e Abbas he was “Bal‘am’ a Christian non-Arab.
e According to ‘Ikramah a slave named “Yaeesh” from the tribe of
Bani Mughirah.
e According to Farra’ a slave named “Ayesh” slave of Huwatib bin
Abdul ‘Uzza.
e Ibn e Is’haq narrates that he was a Roman Christian slave named
Jabbar, slave of Al Hadrmi. @
Allah Almighty has rejected all their blames through the following verse of
Qur’an:
Bled 1085 2an 3l o) Byt ) e 32 220 ) 05k 145 2l Sl
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And we certainly know that they say, "It is only a human

being who teaches the Prophet.” The tongue of the one they

refer to is foreign, and this Qur'an is [in] a clear Arabic

language.

Experts of explanation of Qur’an have explained that all above
mentioned slaves were non Arabs and their language was non-Arabic
which is not understandable by any Arab audience, neither the Prophet ().

(1)  Muslim Bin Hajjaj al Qushayr al Nishapiiri, Sahth Muslim, (Beirut: Dar IThya al-
Turath al Arabi, 1988 A.D), 2/593.

2) Imam Muhammad Ibn Is’haq, Sirat Ibn Is’haq (Lahore: Maktabah Dar-us-Salam,
2011 A.D), 1/84.

3) Stirah Al-Nahl: 103.
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prophet is sent, he is sent from them to make the message clear for the
addressees. (VIn the opinion of Maulana Maududi sorcerer’s only aim is to
yield an emotional upshot to mislead the people by using theatrically
decked language rather than to ceremonial things of wisdom. As a result of
this, inconsistent and excessive accusation did not affect the mission of
Prophet Muhammad (¥). So the allegation of sorcerer on Prophet
Muhammad (3) is refuted because the language expression of Prophet (3)
is quite systematic, balanced, just and upright. The words which are uttered
by him are so structured, valuable and precious linguistically that the
audience are influenced by them. The only mission and desire of Prophet
Muhammad (%) is to counsel the people of the costs of their negligence.
Effects of his linguistic expression is so eloquence that produced outcomes
by the rhetoric of this sorcerer are more productive and positive in conduct.
Those who have been influenced by him have been so amended that they
have become simulations of high moral character and excellent conduct .
Prophet Muhammad (%) never liked sorcery practices. Rather he
used to teach his followers how to seek protection against it because
sorcerers are strongly affiliated with the devil. Their only business is to
deceive people. Devils promotes lies, sins, vulgarities, evil, and like to
destroy kinfolks as Qur’an said in the following verse:
e Ol L ot 901 58 e B5 . bt O s e K s
(S)C%b}jl;j‘ MAE $haklig .bjjélfg.éfﬁj

Shall I inform you upon whom the Satan are descend?

They descend upon every lying wrongdoers. Who give

ears and most of them are liars.

Unlike sorcery Prophet Muhammad was recognized and

acknowledged as a man of integrity most truthful and trustworthy of his
whole community. No sorcerer could be like his.

Was Prophet Muhammad (:2) insane?

One of Arab desert healer who specialized in mental illnesses
visited Mecca he heard about Prophet Muhammad (¥) as insane. He
was so much Confident of his skills that he came to Prophet (¥) and
said: I can cure anyone who suffers from mental illness or under sorcery
by the grace of God because every cure is in the hand of God. I can cure
you as well if you wish to be healed? In reply to his question The
Prophet Muhammad (%) recited following verses:

(1)  Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 10/2.
(2)  Maudidi, Tafhim al-Qur’an, 10/2.
3) Stirah Al-Shu‘ara: 221-223.
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accurate and well versed in Arabic language and linguistics. Qur’an has
declared Prophet Muhammad (¥)’s status as Prophet of Allah in the
following verse that:

S I g8 5 ol T A s e S 8 02 Y) 222 Gy

Mg &
Muhammad (%) is not but only a Messenger like those
Messengers passed away before him. If, then, he were to
die or be slain will you turn about on your heels.

In the commentary of above mentioned verse of Qur’an Maududt in
Taf’him al-Qur’an described that these verses were revealed at the time of
Uhud expedition when the rumor about Prophet (¥) martyrdom spread,
hypocrites who were in the Muslim camp started propagating against
Prophet (3) in such an influential way that asked some of the Muslim for
the protection of life from non-believers. In this regard Muslims are now
commanded to reserve their devotion to the truth is wholly bound up with
the personality of Muhammad (%) as well with the mission of Prophet
Muhammad (%) even and no decease would cause them to plunge back
into the disbelief because then Islam does not need such followers who
step back in calamity @ Imam Isma‘Tl Bin Kathir has collected the opinion
of companions in this regard that Prophet (¥) is not the “Rab” who is
everlasting but a human being and he never called for his worship but
towards worship of only one Lord. And Death will come to him as the rest
of Prophets and if somebody leaves religion because of this reason then it
is totally his own loss ©.

Was Prophet Muhammad (:%) a Sorcerer?

On the same subject of Prophet (¥) as human being with excellent
linguistic expressions was blamed by disbeliever as sorcerer. Qur’an has
responded their blame in the following verse:
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Why people are amazed on this that a man has been sent
as prophet who is among them and gives tiding to
righteous...

According to Ibn Kathir , from Adam (A.S) to Prophet Muhammad
(S.A.W) all prophets were from human race because whenever a king
addresses his people, he addresses them in their language, similarly when a

(1)  Siirah *Al -‘Imran: 144.

2) Sayyid Abul A‘la Maududi, Tafhtim ul-Qur’an, (India: Makataba Jama‘at Islami,
1998A.D), 3/144.

3) Imam Isma‘il Bin Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir , (Beirut: Dar al-Andulus, 1987A.D), 3/144.

(4) Stirah Yiinus: 02.
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Was Prophet Muhammad (¥) a Poet?

As the Arab community was skilled in poetry so they started calling
Prophet Muhammad (¥) as poet. Allah Almighty responded in the
following verse
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Do they say, ‘He is a poet for whom we awaiting the

adverse turn of fortune... Do their minds command them
for this, or are they a disobeying people?

In order to clarify the difference between a poet and a prophet it is better
to have a look of the subjects of Arabic poetry and literature. Arabian poets
were the extremely different from the reality and realistic virtues. Mostly they
used to speak and write about wine, woman, war, and fabricated tales, on the
other side Prophet Muhammad (%) used to invite towards halal eating and
drinking, peace and patience, respect of family members for both man and
woman, obeying Allah, and taking care of the underprivileged. Such teachings
of Prophet Muhammad (%) are totally different from the poets of his time.

Another considerable point is the rhythmic and differences between the
poetry of Arabs and text of Qur’an. Arabic poetry has stringent rules in
regards to its thythm, lyrics and conclusions. But Qur’an did not follow such
rules rather it outshines any type of text rather more eloquent and effective
expression which has amazed poets of its time. Some of the famous Arab
poets embraced Islam after hearing only a few verses of the Qur’an, because
their certain knowledge of poetry enabled them to realize stunning expression
of text of the Qur’an which could not be any created being. Prophet
Muhammad (%) was never identified to have composed any poem in his entire
life. Rather, the he did not like it. Even the reports called Sunnah are
completely different in its literary content than the Qur'an ®. Prophet
Muhammad (%) used to hate poetic verses the most, though sometimes he had
tried to recite a verse of a poet of his time, but in doing so Prophet (%)
changed the order of the words. When Abu Bakr (RA) corrected the verses,
Prophet (¥) replied that he is not a poet, nor writing poetry is his object *’

Prophet Muhammad () was not a Poet but Prophet of Allah?

First for the common understanding the point may be raised if
Prophet Muhammad (%) never studied from any teacher of Arabic
language and linguistic how could be possible to mastered in remarkable,

(1) Strah Al-Tur: 30-32.

(2)  Dr. Akram Dhiya’ al ‘Umri, Madinah Society at the Time of the Prophet, (New
York: Rutledge, 2003A.D), 139.

(3)  Ibn Hisham, Strat Ibn Hisham, 3/445.
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Introduction

Arabian Peninsula was famous for his language expertise and
linguistic expression at the time of Prophet Muhammad (¥). Many pre-
Islamic poets like Imru’ al-Qays, Labid, ’A‘sha, and Tarafa were still very
famous in Arabic literature and linguistic. Poets and language experts used
to spend almost their lives to attain the knowledge of Arabic language and
literature.

Surprisingly Prophet Muhammad (%) was noted for eloquence and
fluency in Arabic yet never went to any language expert or poet to learn
the skills of linguistics. He was a remarkable, perfect, outstanding reciter.
Prophet () was quite versed in Arabic and familiar with the vernaculars of
Arabic text. He used to deliver his message using accents and dialects of
his required audience. He grasped way of delivering message in both
Bedouin and Urban speech. He was perfectly skilled in eloquence of
Bedouin ascent and clarity and of decorated impressive speech of the
town’s people .

Such a remarkable expressions of linguistic of Prophet Muhammad (),
who was upstretched unschooled, untrained in Arabic language, and persisted
like that till his demise. Before receiving revelation, Prophet Muhammad (%)
had no previous familiarity of any previously revealed religion. Prophet (¥)
was an example and paradigm to which his people could relate to in all
branches of knowledge; acts of worship, medicine, laws of inheritance,
lineage, and other matters as well. He knew and learned all of this without
reading or examining the scriptures of those before us, nor did he sit with their
scholars. He stated most of the information reveled in the preceding scriptures
such a greatest detail as if he watched them. The Prophet (¥8) had no formal
schooling, and was without knowledge of the above before being
commissioned as a Prophet, nor could he read or write.

Such surprisingly attributes of great expressions of Arabic text and
linguistic had surprised so much the Arab community that they tagged him
with different titles such as Poet, Sorcerer, Kahin (soothsayer), Majniin
(One possessed by Jinn), and insane man with insane message®. It is
noteworthy that Allah Almighty has revealed Qur’anic verses not only to
answer such allegations but also regards to present commentary of the
remarkable linguistic expressions of Prophet Muhammad (¥) known as
illiterate among his people.

(1) Safi-ur-Rahman Al-Mubarakptiri, Al-Rahiq al-Makhttim, (Lahore: Dar-us-Salam,
2011A.D), 643-44.

(2)  Muhammad Abdul Malik bin Hisham bin Ayyub Al Himyari, Al-Sirah Al-
Nabawiyyah, (Egypt: Mustafa Al-Babi Al- Halabi and sons, 1955A.D), 1/27.
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A Study of Linguistic Expressions of Prophet Muhammad
(%) as a Miracle in Arabic Language

Dr.Farhat Nisar
Ume Farwa ™

ABSTRACT

Arabian Peninsula was famous for its language expertise and linguistic
expressions at the time of Prophet Muhammad (£8). The poets and language
experts would spend most of their lives to attain excellence in Arabic
language and literature. It was during such time that a man named
Muhammad (¥) emerged, whose linguistic expression was remarkable,
accurate and amazing. He was also quite familiar with the dialects and
accents of every tribe of Arabia. It was the surprising effect of this linguistic
excellence that people tagged him with different titles such as Poet, Sorcerer,
Kahin (soothsayer), Majniin (One possessed by Jinn), and insane man with
insane message. Allah Almighty revealed Qur’anic verses not only to answer
such allegations but also entrusted him to present commentary of the Holy
Qur’an to the people who would called him illiterate.

This article will try to find out the Qur’anic commentary on the
linguistic expressions of Prophet Muhammad () as a miracle of
revelation. The method of research is descriptive analytical and historical.
The discussion of verses of Qur’an and the explanations of the experts of
Qur’an through the comments of orientalists have been included to support
the arguments. First Part of the paper discusses status of Prophet
Muhammad (¥) as an illiterate man with his remarkable linguistic
expressions of Qur’an due to which he was awarded different titles such as
poet, sorcerer and insane. The second part explains the Qur’anic response
to accusations on Prophet (%) raised by the opponents. In the third part,
some intellectual arguments of Qur’an and opinions of orientalist have
been discussed to support the Qur’anic responses in favor of linguistic
expressions of an “Ummi” Prophet Muhammad (¥) which is followed by
findings and conclusion of the whole discussion.

Key Words: Linguistic expression, Prophet Muhammad (%), Human
being, Language, Qur’an.
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Findings
Key findings of the study are described below:

1. Civic behavior is considered a dire need of the current global
community; particularly it is eagerly felt in developing societies.

2. Guidance can be sought from the Quran and the Sunna to foster
virtues of civic behavior.

3. Sirah of the Holy Prophet is the best model which can be used to
engage the individuals to develop civic behavior.

4. Civic behavior of the citizens has a significant impact on the
formation and development of a peaceful society.

5. Educational institutions especially the schools can play an
important role in development of Civic behavior of students and
Muslim Youth under the guidance from Sirah.

6. Sirah of our beloved Holy Prophet (¥) is an immaculate source of
guidance and inspiration for not only Muslims but also for the
whole mankind in determining the Civic behavior of an individual
which ultimately results into a well-organized society.

Conclusion

From the present study, it can be concluded that good civic behavior
is essential for a peaceful society. Problems like intolerance, inequality,
aggressive behavior, extremist behavior, hate speech etc. can be overcome
by promoting civic virtues and making people sensitized and aware of the
civic behavioral patterns. Civic institutions including but not limited to
schools, colleges and universities can play a vital role in development of
Civic behavior among youth. Since Sirah of the Holy Prophet (¥) is an
immaculate source of guidance and inspiration for all of us, hence all
citizens of society whether a student, teacher, professional, household,
young or old, man or woman can equally get benefit from the teachings
and guidance of Holy Prophet (¥) to improve civic behavior and to
establish a peaceful society. Development of civic behavior may be
materialized by making it a part of national curriculum. Contents 1i.e.
lessons, stories, poems, themes in the text etc. may be developed based on
the Quran and Sirah of the Holy Prophet (£). Training workshops may also
be arranged to practice civic behavior as needed and observed in daily
routine life of the individuals
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Ashab-e-Suffa and all aspects of civic behavior were truly reflected and
perfectly demonstrated through their actions. These civic patterns
became permanent part of their daily acts and practices. Present day
educational institutions are deficient in theory and practice for
promoting civic education. The strength of Muslim youth ensures the
integrity of the whole society. Since youth is the future of the country
hence refinement of their civic behavior will ultimately result into
socio-political progress of the country. Further, the development of
nation lies is in the hands of civic individuals. That is why, every nation
is aimed at improving the civic behavior of students through the
educational institutions. Their polished civic behavior can not only
resolve many social, economic and political issues in future but also get
them prepared to meet the challenges of the Modern era under the
guidance of our beloved Prophet ().

In promoting the civic behavior among students, teachers and
academic institutions can play a vital role. Teacher’s behavior in the
class room has significant impact on as they learn a lot from their
teachers. For example, the way teacher treats the student either with
fortitude or intolerance, forbearance or roughness, kindliness or
aloofness, partiality or impartiality, softly or harshly will in turn surely
affect the attitude and behavior of students as well. So the civic
behavior of students can be developed through presenting the teacher’s
attitude as a role model. Life of Holy Prophet (%) is exemplary role
model and a wonderful source of guidance for all in general and for
teachers in special.

Four aspects were identified for teachers who want to implement,
develop and promote civic behavior among youth. The institutions (its
rules, culture, organizations) should be a community that fosters good
citizenship in students.

1. The institutions should provide a broad range of activities and
situations in which students can practice the good citizenship.

2. Teachers should be the example of civic virtue to their students.

3. Teachers should arrange the classroom conversations and
discussions to encourage the students to think about what good
citizenship entails and how they can be good citizens themselves.

Through these techniques, students learn the civic behavior. When
a student is praised for his hard work and treated with respect and dignity;
his self-esteem is enhanced and he becomes more motivated for doing

good work )

(1)  Frank Willems, Stimulating Civic Virtue in Students, (Germany: Waxmann Co,
2013A.D).
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Morality and ethical values are the greatest virtues of the world.
Using abusive language during communication is the cause of Allah’s
anger which is not allowed to a Muslim believer. As Holy Prophet
Muhammad £ says:
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Nothing is heavier on the believer's Scale on the Day of Judgment
than good character. For indeed Allah, Most High, is angered by the
shameless obscene person.

The concept of social ethics is a matter of great importance in the
teachings of Holy Prophet. He encourages people to be kind and good to
others. This is the only way through which Allah wipes off worries and
removes the psychological distress from society. As Holy Prophet says:
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The Holy Prophet () asked his companions: Should I tell you whom

I love and he would be close to me on the Day of Judgment. The

Companions remained silent. When he repeated twice or thrice same

question, the companions asked (about that blessed one). The
prophet (£) said: The one who is morally best amongst you.

Promotion of Civic Behavior among Students

Good manners and noble qualities which are discussed are much
important for the formation of society. Our Holy prophet as an
embodiment of civic behavior is here before us as a role model. The need
is just to give awareness to people of the society for the understanding and
promotion of these civic values among them.
Civic Behavior and Educational Institutions

Educational institutions play an important role in development of
Civic behavior and attitudes of Muslims especially the young citizens
through the Islamic teachings and guidance from the Sirah of Holy Prophet
(¥). Since, youth is the backbone of any society hence, the need of the
hour 1s to imply full efforts for developing their civic behavior under the
light of Sirah of Holy Prophet (%) through every forum including but not
limited to schools, colleges, universities, Madrassas and other related
platforms. When The Holy Prophet (¥) started teaching at Suffa in
Madinah, He () inculcated all virtues of civic behavior in the minds of

(D Imam Abu ‘Isa Muhammad al-Tirmidhi, Jami‘al- tirmidhi, The Book of Righteous
and Virtues. Chapter description of Ethics and moralities, Hadith No.2002, (Riyad:
Darussalam, publishers, 1420h).

2) Sahih Al-Bukhari, the book of Adab, Hadith No. 206.
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in you. The Holy Prophet (£) said in the Sermon of the Farewell: An
Arab does not have any superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab
over an Arab; neither a white man over a black man nor a black man
over a white man except the superiority gained through piety.”

8. Adherence to the rules and regulations

Civic behavior demands the individuals to abide by the laws, rules
and regulations relating to their daily life activities. One must follow the
rules and regulation in making day to day dealings, transactions and
performing activities in the routine life. A Muslim is bound to obey those
who are in power and have authority as long as they do not order and ask
to commit sins. The Messenger of Allah, (3) said:
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Listening to and obeying the leader is an obligation as long as he

does not command disobedience to Allah. If he commands
disobedience, then there is no listening to him or obedience.

This hadith proves and gives a lesson to every Muslim that every
individual should obey the set of the laws which are made for them and
where they live. One should not tell a lie, betray, or deceive anyone. One
must not violate the rules and regulations because it cannot be the conduct
of any Muslim and can never be appreciated.

9. Sense of Responsibility

Civic behavior motivates and encourages the individual to
accomplish his duties and responsibilities with passion and professional
commitment. Everyone is responsible to fulfill his duties with great
devotion. As Holy prophet (¥) says that:
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Every one of you is a shepherd and is responsible for his flock. The
leader of people is a guardian and is responsible for his subjects.

Hence it is proved that every Muslim should perform his duties
honestly and should feel it a great responsibility in performing the duties
and tasks assigned to him. Life of Holy prophet is full of such examples
which guide the individuals to perform the acts with great responsibility.
10. Practice of Moral Values

Civic behavior promotes a sense of morality among individuals.
Their behavior must depict moral values that are desirable in the society.
One should think critically about what is “good” or “right” and how to
make civic behavior compatible with social permissible norms.

(D Sahih Al-Bukhari, the book of Al-Jihad and Al-Siyar, Chapter obedience, Obey the
ruler as long as he does not impose sinfulness, Hadith No. 2955.

(2) Sahth Al-Bukhari, book of judgment, Chapter obligations of Allah and his Prophet,
Hadith No.7138.
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to take undue favor for personal interests. One must not exploit others by
using their mistakes and short comings. Fairness also includes equality,
justice and righteousness by all means. As Holy prophet (¥) said that:
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Verily, those who were fair will be in the presence of Allah upon
pulpits of light, near the right hand of the Merciful, the Exalted, and
both of His sides are right (being equal in honor), those who
practiced justice in their rulings and with their families and in all
that they did.

It is preached by our prophet that justice and fairness means to give
the right to every rightful owner, and to behave with people without any
discrimination and irrespective of any biasness. So it can be said that
modern elements of civic behavior that are being taught and are asked to
practice today, has been preached and practiced by our Holy Prophet (¥)
thousands of years ago.

6. Timely help and Concern for others

Good Civic behavior reflects to help those who are needy. It
develops the habit in individuals to have some concern for others by giving
helping hand. Supporting and helping others not only give benefit in this
world but in the world hereafter. It also gives inner satisfaction. Same is
taught to us by the holy prophet (¥) when described great award for the
people who help each other:
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Whoever relieves the hardship of a believer in this world, Allah will
relieve his hardship on the Day of Resurrection. Whoever helps ease

someone in difficulty, Allah will make it easy for him in this world
and in the Hereaffter.

7. Respect for others

Good Civic behavior stresses upon respecting each other. One must
respect all human beings and should take special care of dignity of every
human being, their privacy, their rights, and interests should be given
importance and to be valued. One should be polite, generous and respectful
in treating all people with honor and dignity regardless of sex, caste, creed,

race or nationality. As it is preached by Prophet Muhammad ()
“When Abu Dhar al-Ghafari insulted Bilal due to his black color, the
Prophet (%) said: You are a man who still has some of the ignorance

(1)  Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Sahth Muslim, the book on government, chapter the merits
of a just ruler and the demerits of a tyrant ruler, Hadith no:4721, (Riyad:
Darussalam, publishers, 1404h).

(2) Sahth Muslim, Book Al Zikr wa Du‘a wa al-Taubah wa al-Istighfar, Chapter Fazal
al-Ijtima“ ‘ala tilawat al-Qur’an, Hadith No. 2699.
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3. Promise-keeping and Trustworthiness
Civic behavior exhibits trust. The individuals should make every
reasonable effort to fulfill their promises and commitments. For example,
in every institution, there are some rules and regulations which are needed
to be followed. Individuals must abide by these rules and regulations. One
who does not fulfill his promise, he is not a true believer, as
trustworthiness is necessary to keep the society secure.
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Whoever has (the following) four characteristics will be a pure
hypocrite: "If he speaks, he tells a lie; if he gives a promise, he
breaks it, if he makes a covenant he proves treacherous; and if he
quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent evil insulting manner

(unjust). And whoever has one of these characteristics, has one
characteristic of a hypocrite, unless he gives it us.

Trust worthiness is very important hallmark of modern civic
behavior to spend a meaningful life. The life of our beloved Prophet is full
of such examples that people including his worst enemies blindly trusted
his words.

4. Loyalty

Civic behavior stresses the individuals to be loyal with others. One
must not disclose and open the information for personal interests and
advantages, or on the forums where it should not be revealed. One should
be loyal to his colleagues, parents and with teachers. Loyalty is equally
important for professional life as well as for personal life. It strengthens the
relationship among the individuals. In hadith, loyal friends and enemies of
Allah Almighty are described. The messenger of Allah (3) said that:

“Allah Almighty said: Whoever shows hostility to a friend of mine,
then I have declared war upon him. My servant does not grow closer
to me with anything more beloved to me than the duties I have
imposed upon him”’. @
5. Fairness

It is the one of the many distinguished aspects of civic behavior to be
fair and just in all dealings. Individuals with good civic behavior are not

supposed to use wrong and false means to gain or retain any advantage, nor

(D Muhammad bin Isma‘il , Sahih Al-Bukhari, the book of al-jizyah and the stoppage
of war, chapter The sin of a person who makes a covenant and then proves
treacherous, Hadith No.3178.

(2)  Muhammad bin Isma‘1l , Sahth Al-Bukhari, the book of Ar-Riqaq (softening of the
hearts), Chapter The humility or modesty or lowliness (to lower oneself) Hadith
No.6501.
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society. The values and actions of good civic behavior of an individual
guarantees a peaceful society. These values are basically a set of rules that
must be followed and practiced by all citizens to maintain peace in the
society. Elements of civic behavior and teachings of holy prophet (¥) are
explained here:
1. Honesty
When the individuals are honest, straightforward, open and fair in their
dealings and they do not intentionally mislead, cheat or deceive others only
then a peaceful society can emerge. Individuals must perform their work
honestly. They should not deceive themselves, their parents and teachers.
This honest attitude will promote truthfulness and fair dealings in the
society. When the honesty is lost then society is led to darkness. As the
messenger of Allah (¥) says:
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You must be truthful. Verily, truthfulness leads to righteousness and

righteousness leads to Paradise. A man continues tell lies and
encourages falsehood until he is recorded with Allah as a liar.

Therefore, honesty is a special element of civic behavior without
which peace cannot be established in any society and our Holy prophet’s
life is an excellent example of truthfulness and honesty that even his
enemies called him ‘Sadiq and Amin.’

2. Integrity

Civic behavior demands integrity in social dealings. The individuals
must prove their integrity with the courage by doing the right. They should
not sacrifice their principles and must fight for their beliefs. Same is
preached by messenger of Allah:
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Your blood and your wealth and your honor are sacred to one
another, as sacred as this day of yours, in this land of you.

So, integrity being practiced and preached by Prophet Muhammad is
also an important virtue which should be practiced in a modern civic

society for the welfare of mankind.

(D Muhammad bin Isma‘il , Sahih Al-Bukhari, The Book of Al-Adab (good manners),
Chapter The sin of that person whose neighbor does not feel safe from his evil.
Hadith No.6094.

(2)  Ibn Majah, Sunan Ibn M3ajah, Book Almnasik, Chapters Speech on Day of Scarify
(Yaum al-nahr), Hadith no:3055, (Riyad: Darussalam, publishers, 1404h).
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Life of Prophet Muhammad (3) is exemplary for everyone. He lived
his life in a simple house made of clay and bricks, leaves and trunks of
palm tree. His meal contained mostly of barley bread, and normally he
rode on a mule, using a saddle made up of fiber of date-palm. The Prophet
mixed with his companions to an extent that he never wished to sit in a
high place of honor in gatherings instead He used to sit in any available
vacant spot. He was so indistinguishable and common amongst the people
that a newcomer could not recognize him and would have to ask, "Which
one of you is the Prophet?" Prophet instructed the Muslims to avoid
creating difficulties and problems in the lives of others and motivated
people with elegant personality. He acted elegantly and behaved gracefully
throughout his life.

The Messenger of Allah (%), said:
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Make things easy and do not make things difficult. Give glad tidings
and do not repel people. Cooperate with each other and do not
become divided.

Being tolerant is one of the core requirements of good civic behavior
in social life. Social life means to live with other people by knowing
different attitudes, behaviors, life styles and tastes with the various
philosophies and ideologies. Since from the very beginning of human
history by living socially we are always connected to others in one way or
the other. In some cases, our rights and benefits seem overlapping with the
rights and benefits of others, but we have to show tolerance in order to live
and survive in a society. Therefore, tolerance is the key solution preached
and practiced by the Holy Prophet (%) to us so that any conflict may not
arise among the Muslims.

The story of Bedouin who urinated in Mosque shed light on the fact,
how tolerant was our beloved Prophet (3) towards non-believers even.
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Abu Darda says: I asked Ayesha about the morals and manners of

the Holy Prophet (¥). She said: The morals of the Prophet were
based on Quran.

The Prophet (3) showed with his practice that he never stretched his
legs before others, always gave respect to all and never spoke harsh.

Elements of Civic Behavior and Teachings of Holy Prophet (¥)
Civic behavior describes how the individual lives and behaves in the

(D Muhammad bin Isma‘il , Sahih Al-Bukhari, The Book of Jihad and Expeditions
Chapter The command to show leniency and avoid causing aversion (towards
Islam). Hadith No.3038.

(2)  Ibn al- kathtr, Isma‘1l ibn-e-‘Umar, Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, (Beirut: Dar al-
fikar, 1986A.D), 6/35.
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Everyone should do his maximum efforts to prevent harm in the society. It
is the duty of every Muslim to work with fellow Muslims by extending his
full support and cooperation.

Life of the Holy prophet teaches us to obey the laws and rules of a
state. The one who doesn’t follow the law cannot be a good Muslim. His
life can be taken as a way forward on which an individual can act and can
prove him/herself as a good citizen of a society. As Allah states:
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Verily, Allah enjoins justice, and ‘ihsaan and giving help to relatives,
and He forbids immoral sins, evil and tyranny. He admonishes you,
so that perhaps you may take heed.

According to the preaching of Holy prophet, a citizen in an Islamic
society should extend his maximum support, cooperation and one must
deploy full efforts to resolve the problems existing in a society whether
they are social, cultural and traditional, economic, or political in nature.
This support should also be extended and drawn out in natural disasters
and other unexpected occurrences faced by the society or community from
time to time.

Social responsibility is the key feature of civic behavior and an
important element of Islamic society, which should be exercised by every
person individually in that society. This responsibility starts with the basic
family unit and extends to the neighbors, city and country, etc. The Holy
Quran ruminates helping others as an obligatory duty of each and every
Muslim by saying:
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And as to those who believed but did not emigrate (O Muhammad),
you owe no duty of protection to them until they emigrate; but if they

seek your help in religion, it is your duty to help them except against
a people with whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance.

Humbleness is another important characteristic of good civic
behavior. An individual who behaves humbly with his fellow beings and
avoids of being arrogant and selfish, brings about Allah’s pleasure in the
life hereafter and is admired by the society. As Holy prophet (¥) says:
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Verily, Allah has revealed to me that you must be humble towards
one another, so that no one oppresses another or boasts to another.

(1) Stirah An-Nabhal: 90.
(2) Abu Dawid, Sunan Abl Dawud, the book of Al-adab, chapter, General Behavior,
Hadith No0.4895, (Riyad: Darussalam, publishers, 1420h).
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guidelines for the improvement of Civic behavior in the light of Sirah of
Holy Prophet (%) are described. While at the end strategies to promote
civic behavior among citizens are given. Findings and conclusion of the
study are also given.

Life of Holy Prophet as an Embodiment of Civic Behavior

Islam is a complete code of life and according to teachings of Islam,
apart from having the true belief, it is also important for a person to show
and perform good deeds. The Holy Quran and the Prophet (3) guided the
people how to deal and behave with others. The elements of civic behavior
can easily be traced in the basic teachings of Islam which are explicitly
practiced by glorious character of the Holy Prophet (%) in the excellent
manner. Allah (SWT) sent a prophet to Muslims who brought reforms in
individuals. Allah Almighty has praised his beloved prophet’s behavior
and character, in the Holy Quran as:
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And indeed, you are of a great moral character.

Formation and establishment of a peaceful cooperative society is
possible with good civic behavior only and by exercising the good deeds.
This is best practiced by Holy Prophet (¥) as Allah says in the Qur'an:
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You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind. You
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in Allah.

When we study an explore the life of holy prophet (%), we come to
know that even before he received revelation from Allah, the Prophet was
known throughout his hometown of Makkah for his generosity and helping
people in need. In olden days, there were no law enforcement agencies but
the Prophet (¥) created the norms to save the rights of the poor.
Throughout his life, the Prophet (¥) encouraged Muslims to do good
deeds.
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By Allah, he does not have faith!” It was said, “Who is it, O

Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet said, “He whose neighbor is not
safe from his harm.

It is the main element of civic behavior to not harm the others either
it i1s animal, bird or human. They all are respectable creature of Allah.

(1)  Sarah Al-glam: 4.

(2)  Sarah Aal-e-Imran: 110.

3) Muhammad bin Isma‘il Al-Bukhari, Sahih Al-Bukhari, The Book of Al-Adab
(good manners). Chapter. The sin of that person whose neighbor does not feel safe
from his evil, Hadith No.6016, (Riyad: Darussalam, publishers, 1404h).
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Introduction

Civic behavior is not only based upon the values related to
individual’s attitude towards family, peer group, and neighborhood but
also includes the way he behaves in the society and community as a whole.

It comprises of civic actions that are performed by the individuals
during social interactions by joining organizations and clubs, contributing
in society and participation in voluntary organizations. The term civic is
derived from the Latin word 'civis', which means a citizen, a person who
lives in a city or a country. M

In oxford dictionary civic is defined as:

“The study of the rights and duties of citizenship.” @

Flanagan, Syvertsen, & Stout defined civic behavior as:
“Civic behavior means a tangible action followed by young people in
their daily lives on behalf of their society and its norms and

values. A3

It is quite evident that Civic behavior plays an important role to bring
the societal changes through the nature of civic actions performed in
routine activities. This implies that civic behavior of the citizens has a
significant impact on the formation and development of a peaceful society.

Civic behavior is based upon the psychological, physiological and
sociological abilities of an individual which are exerted in conducting day
to day affairs. Since, Loyalty, sympathy, honesty, kindness, promise
keeping, brotherhood, cooperation, fairness and unity are the core qualities
that make the individual a better and active citizen hence attainment and
enhancement of theses abilities might be related to the ethical, moral, and
spiritual developments. Sirah of our beloved Holy Prophet (%) is an
immaculate source of guidance and inspiration for not only Muslims but
also for the whole mankind in acquiring these core values and abilities that
determine the Civic behavior of an individual which ultimately results into
a well-organized society. Civic Institutions especially the schools and
religious places can play an important role in development of civic
behavior of Muslim youth through the guidance from Sirah of the Holy
Prophet (£).

In the first part, life of our Holy prophet is highlighted in developing
civic behavior of Muslims. While in second section, the Hallmarks and
characteristics of civic behavior are presented in detail. In the third section,

(1)  Anuradha Sud,Transitions History and Civics, (vikas publishing house private
limited, 2008A.D), 5.

(2) J.A. Simpson and E.S.C wiener, the Oxford English dictionary, (Oxford:
Clarendon press, 1989A.D), 5/321.

3) Lonnie R. Sherrod, Judith Torney-Purta, Constance A. Flanagan, Handbook of
Research on Civic Engagement in Youth, (John Wiley & sons, Inc. 2010A.D), 209.
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Understanding and Promotion of Civic Behavior among
Students in the Light of Sirah

Dr. Munazza Sultana *
Dr. Muhammad Athar Hussain ™"

ABSTRACT

Civic behavior reflects the values related to individual’s attitude
towards family, peer group, and neighborhood and includes the way one
behaves in the society and community as a whole. The purpose of the
present study is to describe what civic behavior is, its characteristics, its
status in the Hadith, and the way forward for improvement of the civic
behavior as guided by Sirah of the Holy Prophet (¥8). Study implies that
truthfulness, mercifulness, polite talk, helping others, respect for others,
caring and sharing and promise-keeping, loyalty, sympathy, honesty,
kindness, brotherhood, cooperation, fairness and unity are the core
qualities that make the individual a civilized and active citizen and our
Holy Prophet (¥) is the embodiment of all these virtues. Descriptive
approach was followed to explain and analyze the concept. First the
concept of civic behavior was interpreted, then its importance and
characteristics were discussed. After that it was explored in the light of the
teachings of the Quran and the Prophet Muhammad (3¥). The findings
highlight that the civic behavior in its best form was preached and
practiced by the Holy Prophet (3) and his companions. Each dimension
was interpreted in the light of the Quran and the Sirah. It was concluded
that Sirah of the Holy Prophet (¥) is an immaculate source of guidance and
inspiration not only for Muslims but also for the whole mankind in
acquiring the core values and abilities that determine the Civic behavior of
an individual which ultimately results into a well-organized, peaceful and
civilized society The study suggests that civic behavior of the citizens has
significant impact on the formation and development of a peaceful society.

It is recommended that civic behavior as reflected and practiced by
the Holy Prophet (3) should be promoted and practiced for achieving a
civilized social setup.

Keywords: Civic behavior, civic education, civic rights, ethics, Sirah
teachings.
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Conclusion
Contrary to what Spencer believes as “fictional narratives”, ahadith

provide reliable “historical accounts” about the life of Muhammad ().
Through the painstaking efforts of the Muslim scholars, the minute details
of the life of prophet (¥) have been meticulously preserved. Spencer claims
that if the “historical-critical” method is applied to origins of Islam, little
will be discovered to confirm the canonical account of the life of
Muhammad (¥). After this critical-historical discourse on the preservation
and authenticity of ahddith , we need to alter Spencer’s statement a little to
harmonize it with the truth. Spencer writes:

“the unreliability of the Hadith makes it impossible to know for

certain anything about Muhammad ”(1),
But the fact remains that the reliability of the hadith makes it possible to
know for certain everything about Muhammad(%).

(1) Spencer, Did Muhammad Exist? An Inquiry into Islam’s Obscure Origins, 87
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His account bears it out that Isnad were used even before Fitnah ,
however after the eruption of the civil war, care and caution in the use of
Isnad was even more intensified.”

Scholars of hadith possessed impeccably deep knowledge of nearly
all transmitters, the number of ahadith they transmitted and the number of
ahadith confirmed or otherwise not confirmed by other narrators in the
Muslim world. The early scholars of hadith compiled a large numbers of
books on fabricated ahadith . According to M.M. A‘zami, Husayn b.
Ibrahim al-Jauzgani (d.543) was the first scholar whose work dealt
exclusively with spurious ahadith . For a layman’s study on the subject of
fabricated ahdadith , Shukani’s book al-Fawa’id al-Majmii‘ah Fi al-Ahadith
is sufficient.

As mentioned earlier that traditions were fabricated for political
reasons with the purpose to credit or discredit the concerned sects or
parities, the scholars of hadith , fully conscious of the menace of fabricated
stuff, considered it indispensable to separate the genuine traditions from the
forged ones. In this connection, the aforementioned book of Shukani gives
the following details about spurious traditions:

42 fabricated traditions about Muhammad (%),

38 fabricated traditions about the first three caliphs (RA)
96 fabricated traditions about ‘Ali and Fatimah (RA)

14 fabricated traditions about Mu‘awiyah (RA).?)

It is pertinent to mention that in the same period when compilation of
ahadith was in progress, an extremely sophisticated and systematic
criticism was being developed by the scholars in which a variety of tests
were designed to authenticate the accuracy and reliability of ahdadith . It is
incontestably true that the entire academic history of the world fails to cite
parallel to such refined and systematic science of criticism.

In the light of these tests and principles, the ahadith were viewed and
classified into hundreds of categories. The scope of the current study does
not allow to provide exhaustive details of the different branches of the
ahadith s sciences and the process of crediting or discrediting a hadith , but
by casting a cursory glance at thousands of books in this discipline
persuades one to conclude that every possible measure to verify the
correctness of ahadith has been taken by the scholars of hadith @

(1) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 33
(2)  Al-Fawa’id al-Majmii‘ah, 320-408
(3)  Taqi ‘Uthmani, The Authority of Sunnah, (Pakistan: Idarah al-Quran Karachi),119
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1. Any hadith containing a highly hyperbolic statement that
the prophet (¥) could not have made
2. Any statement rejected by experiment
Any statement that contradicted and established Sunnah
4. Any statement which the prophet (¥) was supposed to have
made in the presence of multitude of companions but they
supposedly concealed it.
5. Any statement that does not resemble other statements of
the prophet (¥)
6. Any statement that resembles, in its diction and content, the
statements of medical practitioners and mystics.
7. Any statement that is in conflict with the absolutely obvious
meanings of the holy Qur’an.
8. Any statement couched in an inelegant and inappropriate
style.

In addition to these general rules, a foolproof system of Isnad is
employed to detect fabricated material. The Isndd were casually used by the
Arabs in pre-Islamic era. But the Arabs did not attach great importance to Isnad.
They employed Isnad system for the transmission of their poetry.(l) In terms of
significance, Isnad system reached its pinnacle when it began to be used for the
transmission of hadith so much so that it was declared an integral part of
religion®It was used to ‘extravagant limits’ for the purpose of documenting
ahadith . Since the Sunnah of the prophet () is a valid source of law in Islam, it
was absolutely natural to deal with hadith documents with paramount care.”’
With Isnad there came into existence a sophisticated science of ‘Ilm al-Jarh wa
Ta ‘dil’ for the analysis and evaluation of Isnad. There are numerable references
in hadith literature which prove that the narrators of ahadith were inquired
about their sources. One such example is cited here.

Imam Ibn Salabah once came to the Messenger (3) and said,
“Muhammad , your messenger came to inform us...." This was the

[98)

“rudimentary beginning” of the Isnad system. N

In this connection, Ibn Sirin’ words are worth noting:
“They did not ask about Isnad but when civil war (Fitnah) erupted they
demanded, ‘name your men’: “those who belonged to al-Sunnah, their ahadith
were considered valid and those who were innovators their ahadith were

rejected”. ©)

(1)  Nasir al-Asad, Masadir al-shi‘r al-Jahiliyyah, (Beirut : Darulleil,1980A.D), 255-267
2) Muslim, Sahih Muslim, Introduction, 14-16

3) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 32

(4) Ibid, 33

(5) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 33
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people with different ulterior motives and for obvious purposes fabricated a
great number of ahadith . 1t is historically true that such fabrications came
from both Muslims and non-Muslims. The fabricators can be divided into
various categories, depending on their aims and objectives. Among those
who falsely attributed words and statements to the prophet () were
Zindigs who lacked the audacity to fight Islam overtly. They forged
ahadith under the guise of scholars. These fabricators include Muhammad
b. Sa‘id al-Shami and Mughirah b. Sa‘d Al-Kifi: the former was crucified
for his treachery. Besides such fabricators, there were some pious people
who forged ahadith with positive intentions. Abii ‘Umar al-Marwazi
narrates that Abu ‘Ismah used to quote ahadith about the virtues of the
Qur’an surah by surah. When he was if ‘Ikrama’s students did not possess
those ahadith then how did he get them from ‘Ikrama. It is to be observed
here how the erudite scholars of ahadith used to make cross references to
sieve the falsehood from genuine ahadith . Abu ‘Ismah replied that by so
doing he wanted to turn the attention of the people to the study of the holy
Qur’ﬁn.(l)

We agree with Spencer that there were fabricators who forged
ahadith for sectarian reasons. Similarly, we accede to his claim that there
were some sycophant people who fabricated ahddith for the sake of the
rulers. In addition, there were pious people who could not exert the
required strenuous effort for learning ahddith with mathematical precision
and consequently committed several mistakes in transmission of ahdadith .
It is pertinent to quote Yahya b. Sa‘ld al-Qattan, an illustrious second

century scholar of hadith :
“I have not seen more falsehood in anyone than those who are
reputed as pious.”

It is an extremely persuasive proof that the scholars of hadith were
not in the least moved and impressed by the ostensible piety of narrators.

Scholars who devoted their intellectual energies to the study of ahdadith
and spent a great deal of their time with ahadith developed a special faculty to
detect statements and words falsely attributed to the prophet (¥). The example
of such scholars is like that of an expert in Shakespearian studies who, by
virtue of his profound acquaintance with Shakespeare’s style and diction, can
fairly easily say what is Shakespeare’s and what isn’t. However, the scholar
depended not merely on their special faculty but also laid down certain logical
rules to confirm the genuineness or otherwise spuriousness of the statements
attributed to the prophet (¥). Ibn al-Qayyam has laid down the following
general rules for the rejection of a hadith .

(1) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 69.
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36. Maghazi by Mu‘tamir Ibn Sulayman (d.187)

37. Musannaf of Waki‘ Ibn Al-Jarrah (d.196)

38. Musannaf of ‘Abd-ur-Razzaq Ibn Hammam (136-221)
39. Musnad of Zayd Ibn ‘Al1 (76-122)

40. Books of Imam al-Shafi‘i"”

The list is by no means exhaustive and mention of several books has
been deliberately eschewed for brevity’s sake. Notwithstanding, the list
above is adequate to refute Spencer’s assumption that the compilation was
not undertaken before third century. Now one can easily understand that
recording of ahadith began in the very life of the prophet (¥) and
continued till large and systematic editions of ahadith appeared. According
to M.M. A‘zami, the books did not perish nor were they destroyed, but
they were absorbed and assimilated into the major works of the latter
authors. After the appearance and emergence of encyclopedic works,
scholars did not deem it necessary to keep the early booklets or books and
therefore, such books slowly disappeared.”

The following are available today in printed form:
Al-Muwatta by Imam Malik
Kitab Al-’Athar by Imam Abt Hanifah
Musannaf of ‘Abd-ur-Razzaq Ibn Hammam
Al-Sirah by Muhammad Ibn Is’haq
Kitab al-Zuhd by ‘Abdullah Ibn Mubarak
Kitab al-Zuhd by Waki* Ibn Al-Jarrah
Al-Musnad by Zayd Ibn ‘Ali
Sunan of Imam Shafi‘l
9. Siyar of Awuza‘1
10. Musnad of ‘Abdullah Ibn Mubarak
11. Musnad of Abt Dawud Tayalis1
12. Al-Radd ‘ala Siyar al-Awuza‘i by Imam Abu Yusuf
13. Al-Hujjah ‘ala Ahl al-Madinah by Imam Muhammad Ibn
Hasan al-Shaybani
14. Kitab al- Umm by Imam Shafi‘1
15. Al-maghazi by Waqidi

e A ol

Fabrication of Hadith : Causes and means of Elimination

There is no gainsaying the fact that things are forged only when their
original precious real forms exist. If ahddith were not precious and
important, no one would have fabricated any hadith . It is true that different

€)) Tadhkira-tul-Huffaz, 1/88
2) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 67
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Ahdadith Books in the Second Century

The salient feature of the books written in the second century is the
subject wise arrangement of a large number of ahadith . However, some
books are found similar to the compilations of the previous century in
terms of their subject arrangement. As the list of such books is too long,

only a few prominent specimens are cited below.

1.

S A o
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Book of ‘Abdul Malik ibn Abu Jurayj (d. 150)
Muwatta of Malik Ibn Anas (93-179)
Muwatta of Ibn Abi Zi’b (80-158)

Maghazi of Muhammad Ibn Is’haq (d151)
Musnad of Rabi‘ Ibn Sabih (d. 160)

Book of Sa‘id Ibn Abi ‘Artbah(d.156)

Book of Hammad Ibn Salamah (d.167)

Jami‘ Sufyan al-Thaurt ( 97-161)

Jami‘ Ma‘mar Ibn Rashid (95-153)

. Book of ‘Abdur Rahman Al-Awza‘t (88-157)
11.

Kitab al-Zuhd by ‘Abdullah Ibn Mubarik (118-181)

. Book of Hushaim Ibn BashlIr (104-183)
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Book of Jarir Ibn ‘Abdul Hamid (110-188)
Book of ‘Abdullah Ibn Wahb (125-197)
Book of Yahya Ibn Ab1 Kathir (d.129)
Book of Muhammd Ibn Suqah (d.135)
Tafsir of Zahid Ibn Aslam (d.136)

. Book of Miisa Ibn ‘Ugbah (d.141)
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

Book of Ash‘ath Ibn ‘Abdul Malik (d.142)

Book of ‘Aqil Ibn Khalid (d.142)

Book of Yahya Ibn Sa‘id Ansari (d.143)

Book of ‘Awf Ibn Abi Jamilah (d.146)

Book of Ja‘far Ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq (d.148)

Book of Yiinus Ibn Yazid ( d.152)

Book of ‘Abdur Rahman Al-Mas‘tdi (d.160)

Books of Zaydah Ibn Qudamah ( d.161)

Books of Ibrahim al-Tahman (d.163)

Books of Abti Hamza al-Sukr1 (d. 167)

Al-Ghra’ib by Shu‘bah Ibn Hajjaj (d. 160)

Books of ‘Abdul Aziz Ibn ‘Abdullah al- Majishtin (d. 164)
Books of ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abdullah Ibn Abi Uways ( d.169)
Book of Sulayman Ibn Bilal (d.172)

Books of ‘Abdullah Ibn Abi Lahi‘ah (d.147)

Jami‘ Sufyan Ibn ‘Uyaynah (d. 198)

Kitab Al-’Athar by Imam Abi Hanifah (d.150)
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Imam Ahmad.(l)

The original manuscript remained lost for a considerable period of
time but in 1954 A.D two of them we found in the libraries of
Damascus and Berlin. These manuscripts were edited and published by
Dr. Hamidullah. He compared the ahddith of this manuscript with those
of Musnad of Imam Ahmad and found no significant difference except
for a few negligible differences of words which are generally found in
two different manuscript of the same book. It substantiates our claim
that the smaller books written by Tabi‘in were made part of the larger
books of ahadith compiled by later generations of the Muhaddithin.

In the first and second century, the Tabi‘in compiled a large number
of books. Following is the list of ahadith books compiled by the Tabi‘in
in the first century. This section should have formed the focus of this
study.

Books of Khalid Ibn Ma‘dan (d.104)

Books of Abu Qilabah (d. 104)

The Manuscript of Hammam Ibn Munabbih

Books of Hasan al-Basr1 (21-110)

Books of Muhammad Al-Baqir ( 56-114)

Books of Mak‘hiil from Syria

Books of Hakam ibn ‘Utaybah

Books of Bukayr Ibn ‘Abdullah Ibn Al-Ashajj (d.177)
Books of Qays Ibn Sa‘d (d. 117)

10. Books of Sulayman Al-Yashkur1

11. AlI-Abwab of Al-Sha‘bi

12. Books of Ibn Shihab al-Zuhrt

13. Books of Abi ‘Aliyah

14. Books of Sa‘id Ibn Jubayr (d. 95)

15. Books of ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz (61-101)

16. Books of Mujahid Ibn Jabr (d.103)

17. Books of Raja’ Ibn Haywah (d.112)

18. Books of Abi Bakr Ibn Muhammad Ibn ‘Amr Ibn Haq
19. Book of Bashir Ibn Nahik®

VXIS AN B L=

(1) Mahmud Ahmad Ghazi, Muhadrat-e-Hadith, (Lahore: al-Faysal Nashran, 2012),
278-283

2) Abli Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad, al-Dhahabi, Tadhkira-tul-Huffaz, (Beirut: Darul
Kutub, 1998),1/188, Abul Fadal Ahmad bin ‘Ali, Tahdhib-ul-Tahdhib,(India: Da’iratul
Ma‘arif Tahzib-ul-Tahzib), 2/104, Shaykh ibn Abi Hatim, Muqaddimah al-Jarh wa al-
Ta‘dil, (Da’iratul Ma‘arif “‘Usmaniyyah, 1952 A.D),130, Abd-ur-Rahman bin Ab1 Bakar,
Tadrib-al-Rawi, (Beirut: Dar-al-Tayyiba, 1988A.D),40.
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and matters .In order to guide his officials and governors, the prophet (:)
sent hundreds of letters to different people and different regions."

According to Mustafa A‘zmi, the recent research conducted in the
field of ahadith has convincingly proved that almost all the ahadith were
preserved in written form during the life of the companions.m

The companions of the prophet (¥) transferred their knowledge to a
large numbers of their students. The students of the companions are known
as Tabi‘in. There is ample proof of their having recorded multitudes of
ahadith . The first book of ahadith which is arranged under subjective
headings is Al-bwab by Imam Sha‘bi (b. 19 AH, 103 AH) Al-bwab is
divided into several chapters, each chapter containing ahddith related to
various subjects such as Salah, Zakah etc.®) It shows that a book
containing systematically arranged ahddith appeared in the very first
century. Likewise, Imam Hasan Al- Basri (d.110 AH) wrote a book of
ahadith which consisted of explanatory commentaries on various verses of
the holy Qur’an. This book also appeared in the first century.

In this era, the official compilation of ahddith was undertaken at the
behest of the eminent caliph ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz (99-101 AH). He
dispatched an official letter to every governor of the Islamic state to
convene a meeting of all the scholarly personalities amongst the prophet
(¥) of the companions of the prophets (¥) in order to write down the
ahadith found with them.®

In pursuit of the caliph’s command, the prominent scholars of the age
compiled several books of ahddith. Tbon Shahab al-ZuhrT was one of the
pioneers who undertook the sacred task of compilation of ahddith in this
period. The books written during this were later merged in larger books of
ahadith. With the appearance of large and comprehensive books, the small
books written by 7abi‘in vanished from the academic scene. However,
some manuscripts were carefully preserved. Abt Hurayrah’s student,
Hammam b. Munnabbih wrote ahadith from him. This collection of
ahadith is known as ‘Al-Sahifah Al-Sahihah’. All the ahadith of this
collection found their way into the succeeding larger compilation of
ahadith. The entire text of ‘Al-Sahifah Al-Sahthah’ is found in Musnad-e-

(1) Mahmtid Ahmad Ghazi, Muhadharat Hadith, (Lahore: al-Faisal Nashiran, 2010) ,
,the letter-manuscript has been discovered recently and found in full accord with
the text of the letter reported in Bukhari

2) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 31

(3)  Jalal-ud-Din Sayuti, Tadrib al-Raw1 fi Syarh Taqrib al-Nawaw1.( Beirut: DarulJeil,
1980), 40

4 ‘Ajjaj al-Khatib, Al-Sunnah Qabl al-Tadwin,( Beirut: Dar al-fikr,1980), 338.

(5)  Ibn Hajar ‘asqalant,Ahmed bin Al1, Fath al-Bar1,(Ciro: Dar al-Hadith), 1/74
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disapproves writing. The ahadith which prohibit writing down hadith are
transmitted by Zayd b. Thabit (RA) Abt Hurayrah(RA) and Abu Sa‘id
Khudri (RA). The hadith reported by Abt Sa‘id Khudri (RA) has two
different versions: one of them is reported by ‘Abd-al-Rahman b. Zayd
who is unanimously regarded as weak by the hadith authorities.”
According to Abii Nu‘aym and al-Hakim, ‘Abd-al-Raham b. Zayd
transmitted even false reports. According to Ibn Hibban, he deserves to be
abandoned. Therefore, we are justified in regarding this version of the
hadith as unacceptable and untrustworthy.

The same narrator, namely ‘Abd-al-Raham bin Zayd if found in the
hadith of Abu Hurayrah, hence that report is equally unacceptable and
untrustworthy.

The third hadith is transmitted by Zayd bin Thabit (RA). His hadith
is mursal. The reporter from Zayd bin Thabit (RA) is Al-Muttalib bin
‘Abdullah who did not acquire it from Zayd bin Thabit(RA). It shows that
there exists a missing link whose honesty is not known. This renders the
hadith unacceptable and unreliable. Besides, the hadith of Zayd bin Thabit
(RA) has two different versions: one version relates the approval of the
writing of hadith whereas the other version states that the prophet (3)
abhorred it because the written texts consisted of personal views.
Therefore, this hadith cannot be quoted for proving the prohibition against
writing down the ahadith of the prophet (3).In this connection, there is
only one sahih hadith narrated by Abt Sa‘id Khudri (RA) according to
which the prophet (%) forbade his companions to write anything from him
except Qur’an and also ordered them to erase whatever other than Qur’an
was recorded from him.

The status of this hadith is disputed among scholars of hadith . The
eminent scholar of hadith Imam Bukhari says that this is Abii Sa‘id
Khudri’s (RA) own statement which has been erroneously attributed to the
prophet (¥2). He further maintains that it was actually prohibition against
writing anything on the same sheet with the holy Qur’an. It should be
noted that this command was given at the time of the revelation of the holy
Qur’an; otherwise there is no cogent reason to prohibit the writing of
ahadith .® According to the holy Qur’an, the prophet () is a perfect role
model for the entire humanity and being so his deeds and conduct should
be emulated. During his life, his guidance was sought in different issues

(1) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 28

(2)  Muslim bin al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri, Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, al-Zuhd wa al-Raqa’iq,
(Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1974A.D), 4/2272

3) ’A‘zami, Studies in Hadith, 28
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2630 ahadith. There are unquestionable proofs that corroborate that fact he
possessed a written collection of ahadith. Like Abu Hurayrah(RA), Ibn
‘Umar (RA) also had a large number of students out of whom at least eight
wrote ahadith from him.!

Next to Ibn ‘Umar (RA) comes the name of Anas bin Malik (RA)
who worked as a faithful servant of the Muhammad (3) for about ten
years. He transmitted 2286 ahadith from the prophet (3). Sixteen students
wrote ahadith from him, though some of them are not considered as
reliable narrators by the Hadith scholars. Another transmitter is ‘A’ishah
(RA) who transmitted 2210 ahdadith and at least three students have
recorded ahadith from her in written form. In addition to them, Ibn ‘Abbas
(RA) transmitted 1660 ahadith from the prophets (). Nine of his pupils
preserved his ahdadith in written form. Similarly, Jabir bin ‘Abdullah (RA)
transmitted 1540 ahadith which were written from him by his fourteen
students. Next to him comes the name of Abu Sa‘ld Khudri (RA) who
transmitted 1170 ahdadith. Although he was initially not in favor of writing
down ahadith, yet according to the report of Khaitib Baghdadt he himself
wrote a few ahadith. Another narrator is Ibn Mas‘lid (RA) who transmitted
748 ahadith. His collection of ahdadith was bequeathed to his son.?

Next to him is ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr b. Al-‘As (RA) who transmitted
about 700 ahdadith. He would write down the ahdadith during the life of the
prophet (%) and his collection of ahadith was entitled as Al-Sahifah Al-
Sadigah. At least seven of his students wrote ahadith from him.® ‘Umar
(R.A), the second caliph of Islam, transmitted 573 ahadith. He used to cite
ahadith in his official letters and in this way a considerable number of
ahadith got recorded in a written form. The fourth caliph, ‘Ali (RA) also
transmitted 536 ahadith . At least eight of his students preserved his
reports in written form. Abii Misa al-Ash‘art transmitted 860 ahadith: “Tbn
‘Abbas (RA) had some of his ahdadith in written form. Similarly, Al- Bara
Ibn ‘Azib(RA) used to dictate ahadith and in this way he transmitted 305
ahadith. For brevity’s sake, a long list of transmitters is deliberately
omitted and it is hoped that the given list will be enough to prove that most
of the ahadith were written down by the companions of the prophet ()@

The Ahadith against writing down the ahadith
Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi’s book Taqyid al-‘Ilm offers an exhaustive
treatment of this issue. The first part of the book deals with the ahadith that

(1) ’A‘zami, M.M, Studies in the Hadith Methodology and Literature, 26.

(2)  Ibid.

(3) Ibid, 27.

4 ’A‘zami, Studies in Early Hadith Literarure, (Saudi Arabia:Riyaz 1977A.D), 34-
182
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Dawtid. While teaching the hadith mentioned in this document, the famous
hadith scholar Imam ZuhrT used to tell his pupils,

0

the rules of Zakat. Its original manuscript is with the children of
‘Umar (RA). Salim, the grandson of ‘Umar (RA) had taught it to me.
1 had committed it to my memory. ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdullah had obtained
a copy of it Salim and ‘Abdullah , the grandson of ‘Abdullah . I

possess the same copy. AD

At the conquest of Najran in the 10 A.H, ““Amr Ibn Hazm was
appointed by Muhammad (%) as the governor of Yemen. For the guidance
of Ibn Hazm, the prophet (3) dictated a comprehensive book to Ubayi Ibn
Ka‘b who passed on the same to Ibn Hazm. The book consisted of general
rules of Islamic Shari‘ah namely Taharat (purification), Salat (prayers)
Zakat (annual charity tax), ‘Ushar (tithe) , Hajj and ‘Umrah (holy
pilgrimage), Jihad (battle), Diyyat (blood money), administration and
education etc. ‘Amr Ibn Hazm used to with all issues with reference to this
book. After his death, the book got into the possession of his grandson
namely Abt Bakar. The same book was taught later by Imam Zuhri.
Certain passages from this book can be found the books of ahadith .©
Similarly, the prophet (¥8) appointed ‘Ala’ al-Hadhrami and Abi Hurayrah
(RA) as his emissary to the Zoroastriens of Hajar and dictated certain rules
regarding zakat and ushar.®’) Likewise, the prophet (¥) appointed Malik
Ibn Murrah and Mu‘adh ibn Jabal as the governors of Yemen and dictated
some rules of Shari‘ah which they carried in written form.”

It is historically established that some devoted companions of the
prophet (%) used to write down the sayings of the prophet (¥) during his
life.®) It goes without saying that the companions did not report equal
number of ahadith. The number varied: some reported hundreds of ahadith
whereas other hardly reported a Hadith or two. The names of the narrators
who have transmitted copious traditions are listed below.

In this regard, first comes Abi Hurayrah (RA) who, according to
Baqi b. Makhlad, transmitted 5374 ahadith. He is reported to have
possessed books of ahadith. In the succeeding generation, around nine
students are known to have written ahadith from him. Next to Abu
Hurayrah is Ibn ‘Umar (RA) who, according to Baqi b. Makhlad reported

(1) Sunan Abi Dawiid, Ktab-al- Zakat,2/108

(2)  Dr. Hamitdullah, Al-watha’iq al- Siyasiyyah,( Beirut: Darulnf a’is,1978)104-109

3) Ibn sa‘d, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra, (Beirut: Dar Sadir,
1968A.D), 1/263.

(4)  Ibid. 1/265.

(5) ’A‘zami, M.M Studies in the Hadith Methodology and Literature, (Riyaz: Saudi
Arabia, 1977A.D), 25.
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the preservation of ahadith .

Practice also played an exceeding significant role in preserving
ahadith . The sayings of the prophet (¥) were not meant merely for
philosophical debate, they guided the companions in the issues inseparably
related to their practical life. The companions learnt to practice. Therefore,
the Sunnah of the prophet (¥) was not sheer verbal message, it was
actually a living fashion, a living custom, a living and a living conduct
seen and observed in every sphere of life. Thus practice preserved the
prophetic ways of life. One day the prophet (¥) was asked as to as to who
is the real scholar, he replied he who acts upon what he knows."

The Western critics of Hadith generally believe that the ahdadith were
transmitted orally until ZuhrT wrote them down at the behest of ‘“Umar b.
‘Adul ‘Aziz. Robert Spencer holds almost the same view. Some Western
critics are of the view that Zuhr1’s collection of ahadith was also lost. This
view is perfectly erroneous, betraying serious lack of knowledge about the
early history of ahadith.

It is indisputably true that mere written recording of something does
not guarantee its preservation. For instance, the existing Greek Bible
contains approximately 200,000 minor and major variants which amply
support the premise that mere written recording does not ensure authentic
preservation. Quite contrary to the case of the Greek Bible, the holy Qur’an
will remain perfectly safe even if all the Masahif are thoroughly
exterminated, as millions of the Muslims have consigned to memory either
parts or the whole of the holy Qur’an.

However, the prophet (¥) is reported to have exhorted his
companions to secure his sayings in written form. Some examples are
given as follows:

The prophet (32) dictated rules about paying Zakat on certain kinds of
property. These rules regarding the rates of Zakat and the assets on which
it was compulsory to pay Zakat were recorded in a document.

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar (RA) says the following words about this

document known as “Kitab-al-Sadaqah”:
“The prophet () dictated the book of Sadagah and was yet to send it
to the governors when he passed away. He had attached it to his
sword. When he passed away, Abui Bakar acted according to it till he
breathed his last. Then ‘Umar acted according to it till he passed
away. It was stated in his book that one goat was leviable on five

camels.” @

The text of the aforesaid document can be found in Sunan Abi

(1) Jami* al-Tirmidhi, Kitab al-‘Ilm, 2/93
(2)  Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi, Abwab al-Zakat, Bab ma ja’a fi zakat al-ibil, 2/10
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essential message. The following is cited as an example:
While addressing his companions, the prophet (¥) said:
“Don’t you hear? Don’t you hear? Verily austerity and simplicity
are a part of faith, verily austerity and simplicity are a part of

faith "

Mutual discussion was another way of preserving ahadith .The
companions used to discuss what they learnt from the prophet (¥). They
did so in compliance with the teachings and instructions of the holy
prophet (). A few ahadith are quoted to this effect:

“The present should convey the message to the absent. »
“Convey to others (my message), even though if it be a single

#3)
verse.
“May Allah bestow vigor on that person who listens my words and
commits them to his memory and conveys them to others in precisely

25!

the same manner as he has heard them.
“Your hear my sayings and others will hear my sayings from you

then others will hear from them. A3)
“A Muslim cannot provide his brother a more useful benefit than
giving him a good hadith which had reached him.”

These and similar other sayings of the prophet (¥¥) whetted the
eagerness and enthusiasm of the companions for acquiring and transmitting
ahadith . The prophets (¥) motivated and urged his devoted companions to
hold discourse on ahadith in their gatherings. The word used by the

prophet (%) is Tadarus which means teaching each other:
“Tadarus of knowledge for a period of time at night is better that an
individual’s spending the whole night in worship.”m
Likewise, the prophet (%) strictly forbade his companion to conceal
knowledge. The prophet (¥) says:
“He who conceals beneficial knowledge, will come bridled with fire
on Dooms Day. A8)
Such threats and warnings made it appear to the companions as
their indispensable obligation so whenever they met, they discussed
the sayings of the prophet (¥) instead of whiling away their times in
vain talks. Such frequent debates and discussions played a vital role in

(1) Sunan Abi Dawiid, Chapter, Adab, 4/246

2) Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitab al-‘Ilm, 1/21.

(3)  Ibid.

4 Jami* al-Tirmidhi, Bab al-‘Ilm, 6/23

(5) Sunan Abi Dawid, 3/321

(6)  Ibn ‘Adbul Barr, Abu Umar Yusuf bin ‘Abdullah, Jami‘-al-Bayan, (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2000A.D), 233..

(7)  Ibid.

(8)  Ibid.
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the mosque in order to hear the words directly from the prophet (¥). They
are known as Ashab al-Suffah.(l)

The Arabs possessed remarkably retentive memories. They used to
commit to memorize not only the genealogical history of men and tribes,
but they also used to commit pedigrees of their horses and camels to their
memories. Hammad, an eminent narrator of Arabic poems, is known to
have memorized three thousand and thirty eight poems.(z) The Arabs
considered it a blemish to write down their poem as it was, in their view,
indicative of defective memory. Moreover, they thought that written texts
could be manipulated and tampered with whereas memory steers clear of
such tampering.

The zest of the companions for memorization of ahadith was far
greater than that of the Arabs for their poetry because the former deemed
the guidance of the prophet (¥) as the reliable source of eternal success.
Therefore, they used their memory with meticulous care and caution for
memorizing the blessed sayings of the prophet (¥). Abii Hurayrah, the
renowned companion of the Prophet () and transmitter of 5374 ahadith ,
says that he had divided his night into three parts: in one third of the night
he performed paryers , in one third he took rest and in one third he
memorized the ahadith of the prophet ().

It is relevant to add on this occasion that prophet () intentionally
used to repeat his words three times so that they should get properly settled

in the memories of the companions. A hadith in Bukhari narrates:
“The Messenger of Allah’s speech was so clear that every listener
could understand it easily. A5)
The prophet (¥) used to speak pretty slowly as a companion reports:
“When he spoke, one could count his words if he wished to.” ©
Moreover there used to be a particular repetition of words to
facilitate memory. A report narrated in Tirmidhi reads:
“He used to repeat the words and sentences which he wanted to be
understood very well three times. A7)

There are scores of ahadith in which the prophet (3) has repeated the

(1) Shiblt No‘mani, Sirt al-Nabi, (Maktabah Rahmaniyah), 1/178.

(2)  Ziriklt, Khayr al-Din,al- *A‘lam,(Barut: Dar al-‘1lm,2002),2/131.

3) ‘Al1 ibn al-Husayn al-Isfahani, (Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm li al-Malayin, 1980A.D), 611.

(4)  Al-Darmi, Abii Muhammad ‘Abdullah bin.Abd al-Rahman. Sunan- al-Daramt,
Chapter Adab, (Saudia :Darul Mughni, 2000 ), 1/322

(5) Abu Dawid, Sulayman bin Al-Ash‘ath Sijastani, Sunan Abi Dawiid, Chapter,
Adab, (Beirut: Darul Kitab al-Arabi, 1986A.D), 4/246

(6) Al-Bukhari, Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Isma‘il.Sahih-Bukhari, Kitab al-‘Tlm
(Beirut: Dar al-Najat, 1422 AH), 1/21

(7) Muhammad bin ‘Isa al-Tirmidhi, Jami* al-Tirmidhi, Chapter, Managqib, 6/5.
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scholars attach great significance to Isnad in the matters of hadith

reliability and authenticity. Agreeing with this, Spencer adds,
“It didn’t matter if a hadith was self-contradictory or absurd on its
face; so long as its Isnad chain was clear of anomalies, and it did not
contradict the Qur'an, the tradition had no obstacles to being

accepted as reliable » M

Spencer maintains that
“There are numerous indications that Isnads were forged with the
same alacrity with which matans—that is, the content of the ahadith

. 2
—were invented.”?

Spencer sums up the whole discussion by remarking:
“Ultimately it is impossible to tell whether or not Muhammad himself
actually said or did any of what the traditional Islamic sources
depicts him as saying or doing , or even if there was a Muhammad at

all.”®)

The following discussion will dwell on the above mentioned
criticism of hadith vis-a-vis steps taken for preservation of hadith during
various historical phases, the issue of coinage of hadith for political and
religious purposes, the use of Isnad, and the question of prohibition vis-a-
vis writing of ahadith .

The Preservation of Hadith as a source of Sirah

The Sunnah of the prophet (%) is unanimously accepted by the
Muslims as a source of law and perfect guidance in all walks of life. The
Holy Qur’an has accentuated this theme in a number of verses. [ al-Qur’an:
53: 3-4, 16:44, 4:59, 4:80, 59:7, 4:64, 4:65 | In view of the significance of
the hadith of the prophet (¥), a number of ways and measure were adopted
to preserve them. The following lines shed light on them.

The companions of the prophets (¥) used to learn the words of the
prophet (%) by heart. The holy prophet (3¥) made special du‘a (prayer) for
them. He said:

“May Allah endow vigor on that person who listens to my
words and memorizes them and conveys them to others in
precisely the same manner as he has heard them.”

The companions eagerly followed this hadith and devoted their time
and energies to the memorization of ahddith . A considerable number of
the companions left their home and hearth and sought accommodation in

(1)  Robert Spencer, Did Muhammad Exist?, 77.

(2)  Ibid.

(3)  Ibid.

4) Muhammad bin ‘Isa. Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi, Kitab al-‘Ilm,( Beirut: Dar al-Gharb,
1998),4/325.
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the explicit command of the Leader of the believers."” With reference to
Patricia Crone and Martin Hinds, he contends that Sunnah of the prophet
meant good behavior;

“In concrete term the Sunnah of the prophet meant nothing.”
In other words, the Sunnah did not mean the words and deeds of the
prophet (£).

(2)

Emphasis on the Significance of Hadith

Spencer argues that the significance of hadith was accentuated much
later. He writes that it was ‘Abd al-Malik and his successors who
emphasized the role of Muhammad ’s (¥) words and deeds as “normative
for Islamic faith and practice”. As a result, “The necessity for every
Muslim to obey Muhammad became a central and oft-repeated doctrine of
the Qur'an™® and the hunger for hadith gained intensity and Muslim
scholars began to traverse the world for the hadith of the prophet (¥) to
resolve their disputed issues.”

Furthermore, Spencer writes that ahadith have been used as ‘political
weapons’. During political turmoil, such weapons were ‘manufactured
wholesale’.®) In Spencer’s view, many religious scholars

“fabricated ahadith in the heat of political and religious
controversies that they hoped to settle with a decisive, albeit hitherto
unknown, word from the prophet. A8)

On another occasion Spencer adds, “The various Muslims factions
produced a steady stream of hadith defending their leaders or attacking
their opponents.”m He maintains that it was in the Abbasid Period that
some Islamic authorities felt the need “to bring order out of this chaos”.®

“This great effort came to full fruition in the next century, with the
appearance of the six most important Hadith collections, none of
which date from earlier than two centuries after Muhammad s

death”.®)
The value of Isnad
As far as the Isnad of ahadith are concerned, Spencer argues that
they were forged in exactly the same was as ahadith.!” The hadith

(1)  Robert Spencer, Did Muhammad Exist? 68

2)  Ibid, 70.
(3)  Ibid.
4)  Ibid, 72
(5)  Ibid.
6) Ibid, 76
(7)  Ibid.
(8)  Ibid.
(9)  Ibid, 78.

(10)  Ibid.
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Introduction

Although Robert Spencer agrees that Muhammad (%) has made a

tremendous impact on history, yet, in his opinion, it does not furnish
irrefragable evidence of the historicity of Muhammad (%).(1)
He opines that despite its claims as a historical faith, Islam has not
undergone significant historical criticism. Likewise, numerous claims are
made about Muhammad (%) but the veracity of such claims is open to
historical scrutiny and analysis.(2) He adds that the details about
Muhammad (¥) contained in the Islamic sources are “fictional narratives”
not “historical accounts™.?’

The question of the real value and worth of hadith as a source of
reliable information has long been a subject of debate among Orientalists.
Robert Spencer, like several other Orientalists, doubts the authenticity of
hadith and consequently raises serious questions about the historicity of
Muhammad (%). He says that after a lapse of fourteen centuries, it is
utterly impossible to state with certitude

“what is authentic in the mass of information and what isn’t.”

He believes:

“this makes the question of what historical Muhammad actually said
and did well nigh impossible”. ©)

He maintains that Muslims kept no record of the prophet’s (%) deeds
and sayings for the first two centuries. In his words:

“if the canonical account of the origins of Islam is true, then the
material in the hadith about Muhammad ’s words and deeds existed,
and presumably circulated in Muslim communities, for nearly two
centuries before it was finally sifted, judged for authenticity,
collected and published.”

He concludes:

“yet there is no indication of this material’s presence. A6)
Spencer, with reference to Nabia Abbott, contends that Omar (RA) had
ordered to destroy hadith if there were any.”’ He puts the question that if
Omar (RA) had exhorted the believers to destroy the hadith collection then
how come Muslims preserved ‘wheelbarrows’ of hadith literature against

4

(1) Spencer, Robert. Did Muhammad Exist? An Inquiry into Islam’s Obscure
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(2) Ibid, 5.
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The Preservation and Authenticity of Hadith as a Source of
Sirah: A Critique of Robert Spencer’s Views on Historicity
of Muhammad (¥)
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ABSTRACT

The account of the deeds and sayings of the prophet (%) has been
carefully preserved since the dawn of Islam. This is what actually led
Ernest Renan to believe that “[Islam] was born in the full light of history”,
and that the life of Muhammad (¥) can be known as explicitly as that of
any sixteenth century reformer. Notwithstanding, some contemporary
writers doubt the historicity of Muhammad (3); Robert Spencer is one of
them. He is an American author. He is quite famous for his criticism of
Islam and the prophet of Islam. He has published twelve books so far. He
is a member of Melkite Greek Catholic Church. He contends that
Muhammad’s (¥) historical value is in no way greater and more reliable
than mythological figures or characters such as Robin Hood and Macbeth.

He maintains that the very idea of subjecting the traditionally accepted
account of the life of Muhammad (¥) and the origins of Islam will be
regarded by many Muslims as an affront. To substantiate his argument, he
rigorously criticizes the historical value of hadith. He argues that ahadith
were fabricated and compiled in the third century. He maintains that ahadith
were concocted much later to be used as weapons in political strife and
religious controversies. This paper is an academic attempt to prove that
ahadith were painstakingly preserved and for that purpose various
techniques were employed. Besides, it also sheds light on the reasons for the
fabrication of ahadith and the ways and means utilized for sifting the
genuine ahadith from forgeries. Findings of this article suggest that the
minute details of the life of Muhammad (¥) have been scrupulously
preserved; hence ahadith can be used as a reliable source of Sirah.

Key words: Historicity. Strah, Qur’an, Hadith , Sunnah, Sanad,
Fabrication, Narrator.
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