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Man has created in condition of weakness, than blessed with
power and after that again turns into weak with the white head:
Allah has the power to create any thing He wills.

Youth, believe in life after death should take this world as limited
and test for the after death. Because of this feeling the young believer will
act slightly and correctly just like a student who is taking an examination
paper with his whole attentiveness of mind, body and soul. Just as the
student who knows the magnitude of each split second of the partial time
during examination which is critical for his future life, and is not disposed
to squander it, for a believer and especially young believer should also
spend each moment of his life in useful and productive way each is weight
age in life after death. The life of this world is provisional and after death
life is the definite worth of life. The significant part of life is the time of
adolescence when we are voung, strong and powerful. It is the time of
motivation, vigor and passion. History of human beings tells that it is the
youth, who can bring revolution and change the societies, who can
sacrifice and who can dare to see new dreams and ideas for change.
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Findings

Keeping in view all the discussion about the importance of youth
within Islamic perspective following are the findings of the paper. Present
young Muslim equipped with new and instant information technologies,
such as comedy clips, fashion blogs and online discussion platforms, to
negotiate issues of concern to their lives, such as cultural identity, and their
participation in society. Such new technologies are not just entertainment,
but also generate cultural products that are a deliberation of pressing social
and political concerns affecting wider society especially the vyoung
Muslims. .Youth is considered backbone of any nation. The level of moral
development, civilization and consolidation of authority and potency
depends on the morality of its youth.

The current moral, social, and political powers of western ideologies
and media has badly affected the Muslim youth living in Islamic societies or
non- Islamic societies. The negative effects of these powers are unbearable
for committed Muslim especially young who are less equipped with
background of sound knowledge of Islam. Secular thoughts and ideologies
are propagated openly and publically with sugar quoted content of glamour.

Passing through such miserable moral, social and political situation,
the mind of Muslim youth get confused to identify the criteria of success
and means of reaching to this success.

The Muslim vouth should follow the instructions of Our’an
according to the methodologv of Prophet Muhammad (#£) and companions
of Prophet Muhammad (&£). So they are to be obeved in a way which is the
accurate. Initiallv Islam was strenethenineg bv contribution of voung
companions of Prophet Muhammad (&£). Maioritv of peonle accepted
Islam in the initial stage in Makah were voung. Youth as future of this
nation can resolve this problem through unity in cause of Allah. The
Our’an has made obvious to us the straight path which is compulsory for
every Muslim to pursue what is Allah Almighty has said in Qur’an.

Conclusion

Youth is considered to be the backbone of any nation. The level of
moral development, civilization and consolidation of authority and potency
depends on the morality of its youth. It can be said that nations survive till
their ethics lives. Time of adolescence is phase of active engagement in
processes of identity formation which is worthless in Islam. Allah
Almighty has given very special attention to this time in Qur’an as said;
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O you who have believed, do not take as intimates those other
than yourselves, for they will not spare you [any] ruin. They wish
you would have hardship. Hatred has already appeared from
their mouths, and what their breasts conceal is greater. We have
certainly made clear to you the signs, if you will use reason.
Undoubtedly, we have made the acquaintances clear to you, if you
will recognize.

Make youth productive and useful

The age which comprises the quality of vouth is very precious from
the perspective of energy, vigor and strength. Youth, believe in life after
death should take this world as limited and test for the after death. Because
of this feeling the young believer will act slightly and correctly just like a
student who 1is captivating an examination paper with his whole
attentiveness of mind, body and soul. Just as the student who knows the
magnitude of each split second of the partial time during examination which
is critical for his future life, and is not disposed to squander it, for a believer
and especially young believer should also spend each moment of his life in
useful and productive way as it is weight age in life after death. The students
can better understand the importance of exam more than any one. During
exam all students changed their activities and occupied with the only with
the responsibility of exam. All students tried their most excellent, tried solid
and even sacrifice their sleep, play and other activities to get good marks in
exam. Why? Just for the sake of future. What about those students who
instead of preparing for exam, involve in useless things? They are defining
as made or those who are careless from their studies.

The life of this world is one examination or one test which human
beings are taking. Each moment, each minute even each second is
monitored are examined. The exam of this life is real test including matter
of death and what will face after death. As said in Qur’an
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Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is over all
things competent.

The life of this world is provisional and after death life is the definite
worth of life. The significant part of life is the time of adolescence when
we are young, strong and powerful. It is the time of motivation, vigor and
passion. History of human beings tells that it is the youth, who can bring
revolution and change the societies, who can sacrifice and who can dare to
see new dreams and ideas for change.

(1)  Sirah Al-Mulk: 1
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nation can resolve this problem through unity in cause of Allah. The
Qur’an has made obvious to us the straight path which is compulsory for
every Muslim to pursue what is Allah Almighty has said in Qur’an:

Allah has warned the Muslim adjacent to splitting and disunity, since that
is one of the furthermost causes of collapse of enemy taking control as said:
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And beholds fast in total the rope of Allah and do not be divided

Rather Allah has encouraged Muslim to work together with one
another in the matters of Shariah and way of Allah. As said in the Qur’an:
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And help you one another in virtue and piousness, but do not
help one another in sin and disobedience.

There are many yvoung religious group of Da‘wah for the righteous
purpose between being differences in many Muslim societies as well as in
non-Muslim societies. If they are to cooperate with one another, then this
good and blessing to produce benefit for Muslims and Islam. But if each
group is declaring other group as misguided, then this can harm the
preaching of Islam. The young people who are in Da‘wah are required to
elucidate the true position of affairs and to argue with each group that they
should continue upon the way laid down by Allah in Qur’an and followed
by Prophet Muhammad ().

Relations with the Non-Muslims

Living in to global world. one cannot live in isolation. No society can
survive without having relations with the other societies whether they are
Muslim or non-Muslim. But in having relations with the non-Muslim
through mass media, social media or internet the Muslim vouth should be
very care full from the evil planning of secularist anproach and so called
nationalism or moderation. The vouth should be conscious of their purpose
in this life and what mav control them observance to Islam.
Companionship plays an important role in life of human beings especially
in the age of vouth peonle are keen to have friends .So Muslim vouth
should be verv cautious in making their friends in real life, or on face book
or on internet. As advised through Qur’an:
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Knowledge of basic fundamentals of Islam will help youth in coping
with intellectual challenges attacking from secular approach. Sound
knowledge of Qur’an will help in making ideological basis against
propaganda created by the western secular minds.

Follow the methodology of Prophet Muhammad (i)

The Muslim vouth should follow the methodology of Prophet
Muhammad (££) and companions of Prophet Muhammad (&£). So they are
to be obeyed in a way which is the accurate. However, the fact is what is
recognized by a proof from the Book of Allah, the Sunnah of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (¥) or a consensus of the Pious scholars of Muslim
Ummah, whatever set it is from.” Our Prophet () made clear to us a
single way, which is mandatory upon the Muslims to follow and pass
through; and that is the path of Allah called Straight Path and the mode of
His upright Religion. Allah the Almighty said in the Qur’an:
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And this is My Straight Path, so pursue it and do not go behind

other paths that will split you from His Path. This has He
designed for you, that you may become virtuous.

Be Moral and fair in conduct

Youth is considered to be the backbone of any nation. The level of
moral development, civilization and consolidation of authority and potency
depends on the morality of its youth. It can be said that nations survive till
their ethics lives. It can be said that morality makes a perfect man and
perfect society consequently. If any nation is deprived of its moral code of
conduct than ultimately that nation loses honor in the eyes of Allah and
then loses respect and honor among people. It happens because its youth
loses moral character and is deprived of decent and honorable traits. So the
yvouth must make its character fair and moral in order to make a moral
society for the future. Allah has praised such people in Qur’an who avoid
themselves from immoral things:
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Victorious are the believers, who are modest in their prayers.
Be united for the cause of Allah

One of the major problems of Muslim nation at present is that they
are not united religiously, socially and politically. Youth as future of this

@9)] Stirah Al-An‘am: 153
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indication of where society is going relative to where it has been. There is
a tension between threat and vulnerability in the characterization of young
Muslims because previous two decades the youth question has always been
seen as a matter of serious concern, being used to symbolize wider social
problems and difficulties."”

Responsibilities of Muslim youth

By bringing together young people who practice Islam in different
ways, profess ‘true’, ‘universal’ religious identity. But these discussions reveal
the complexity and diversity of being Muslim and the extent to which
identities are actively negotiated, by construction and contestation, through
specific encounters in particular places. The need is how actively and
effectively youth can play its role through particular social relationships and
interactions in specific contexts. Additionally how religious identities can be
understood as processes of youth identity formations.

Young Muslims have many responsibilities to perform as an
individual of Islamic society influencing an impact of Muslims to safe
guard the identity of Islam as religion and protection of Muslim’s faith
demonstrating as entity of Islamic society.

Sound Knowledge of Islam

Knowledge of anv thing gives confidence to find logic and evidence
to prove the specific point of view on anv subiect matter. The knowledge
of Islam is the only knowledge which gives benefit for both in this world
and here after. Youth as backbone of Muslim society must be aware about
the fundamental backeround of Islam that is Our’an and Hadith of Proohet
Muhammad (i£).In this wav thev mav be able to set right their views and
ijudgment with a view to knowing their din on the root of clear
confirmation and Understanding according to the proper arguments. Sound
knowledge of foundations of Islam about the beliefs. worships. and social
dealings will help in making strong argument to support the logics.”) But
the argument should be given with proper wisdom and well-behaved
manner as mentioned in the Qur’an:
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Invite towards the way of lord (Allah) with wisdom and well
behaved manner that is better. No doubt your lord knows who is
guided and astray.

)] Ahmed, Akbar S., Postmodernism and Islam, Predicament and Promise, London:
Routledge, 1992, p:98

2) Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Islamic Awakening between rejection and extremism, Al-zhar,
2013, p:110

(2)  Surah An-Nahl: 125
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young Muslims daily observe all these evil repulsive and un-Islamic
practices, but do not know how to tackle them.

Even some confused young Muslims do not resist against the evil
forces and networks and start thinking like them because they think that on
practical bases the secular factors are more influential and powerful to give
benefit rather than the religious minded forces. Additionally the role of
Muslim rulers is even worse when they promote such secular entrainment
networks legally and politically .In other words they show their loyalty to
secular powers rather than to Allah Almighty and His Prophet Muhammad
(22).Having through observation of these negative inclination towards
secular elements carried out by Muslims themselves they start making
separation of religion and worldly affairs. M

Ideological Attack

Most of the sincere Muslim intellectuals are however very much
concerned about the negative approach and planning of crusading spirit
in the form of secularism, Nationalism, or capitalism. Some recent
political changes, issues and crises in the Muslim world have made
them realize to start thinking about the double policies of west
regarding the issues related to Muslims and the issues related to the
western powers. e.g there is question mark that why Unites state
supports Israel in each of the resolution submitted in General Assembly
for problem of Palestine. Why U.S.A interferes in all Muslim countries’
maters of foreign policy and atomic powers. Why the blood of Muslim
is cheaper than the blood non-Muslims. When millions innocent
Muslims died during invasion in Irag and Afghanistan ,it is called
justified but when few Christians or Jews are killed during suicide
bombing when it is not confirm that whether the attackers were
Muslims or not ,the whole Europe get united against all the Muslims®.

So far the Muslim rulers seem to be puppets in to the hands of
secular powers and these powers are using them like the pieces of
chessboard to chive their sinful objectives against the Muslims and their
Islamic Ideology. But the positive side of the picture is that pious young
Muslims are very much aware about their religious foundations and the
way to safeguard these identities. The doubts of the young Muslims are
somewhat logical and supported by many events and incidents which
powerfully set up the confidence that the rulers are working for a devilish
strategy.’) Young people can be an indicator for social change: an

(1) By Shaykh Abdul Azeez bin Baaz, The Ideological Attack, Bairut, 2010, p:26

(2)  Johan Meuleman “Islam in the era of Globalization: Muslim attitudes towards
modernity and identity” Routledge, London, 2002, P:2

(3)  Ibid, p: 40
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lobbies and then throws some charity for social good will but most of their
wealth 1s spend on women and gambling. Then they observe a group who
1s misusing the official funds and public assets even in day light without
any fear. In such environment bribery, favoritism, nepotism, discrimination
is considered social norms and practical way of survival. Such trends and
practices created bitter feelings of resentment, abhorrence, and wickedness
among the youth. The supporters of evil plans of secular minds exploited
the feelings of youth in such a way that they bitterly change their minds in
order to create social hatred in to their lives.”

Such detracted minds start blaming Islam for the mistakes of some
so-called Muslims who are involved in corruption. Islam as religion gives a
complete, vision and strategy of perfect human society where Zakat is
obligatory upon the rich Muslims and must be given to the needy and poor
Muslims. But unfortunately Islam and Islamic values are thrown aside in
Muslim society from norms to values, from individual to collective, from
ethics to legislation, from politics to legislation, and from finance to
economy.(z)

Impacts Of socio moral conditions of world on mind of
young Muslims

Passing through such miserable moral, social and political
situation, the minds of Muslim youth get confused to identify the
criteria of success and means of reaching to this success. Confronted
through such a highly inflicted environment where secular ideology
seems practical and productive to survive minds of Muslim youth
attracted by the apparent glamour, entrainment and success of this
secular approach. So while adopting their way of thinking, behaving and
modeling their lives they face a conflict between their faiths and reality
shown to them through the help of Scio moral factors prevailing in
Muslim society and flourished in non-Muslim societies. In this regard
the contradiction about the existence of God is the major issue of
conflict. For a practicing Muslim, the acceptance of secular philosophy
means something totally different from Islam and Islamic teachings.
Because acceptance of secular approach in any form in any area means
denial of divine guidance .There is no doubt in rejection of this claim
that Islamic Shariah is not perfect to address the needs of socio moral
environment of human beings. On the other side the acceptance of
manmade means over the divine guidance is the preference of limited
knowledge over unlimited knowledge of Allah. Pious and dedicated

(1) Ibid
2) Chandra Muzaffar, “Administration of Justice in Politics”, in Aidit Ghazali, Islam
and Justice, Kuala Lumpur: Institute of Islamic Understanding, 1992/1993, 159-82
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called modern social set up which is deprived of honesty, fairness, justice
and equity.(l)

There is no legislation to preserve Islamic jurisdiction and its
implications of society. In such a corrupted situation the committed
Muslim faces a legislation which does not symbolize the beliefs and values
of Islam rather prompting modern laws as perfect solution for the legal and
ethical problems in human society. The basis of current legislation is not
derived from Islamic Shariah but from secular philosophies. Many things
are permissible which are prohibited in Islamic law by Allah Almighty.
Moreover, many things which are obligatory by Islamic Shariah are
neglected in law making process e.g capital punishment of many crimes
are either neglected or given in such a cruel way that is not accurate even
on human basis.

Moreover, the youth observe the corruption, and mislead behavior of
leaders of Islamic countries who are obligated to be the best in conduct but
practically they are worst in their actions and character. They are blunt
enough to make friendship with the enemies of Allah and show hostility
towards those who fear Allah and call towards the path of Islam @ These
god fearing people are tagged as orthodox, extremist, and fundamentalists
by secular minded powerful people. This particular contradiction between
these two groups creates confusion into the minds of youth regarding the
option of right choice.””)

Social Conditions

The class system of present situation is creating social confusion into
the minds of youth when they observe two different types of classes living
and behaving diffidently. There is one class is having mansions which are
hardly being used and then there are millions of people living unsheltered
or sleeping in holes or on the roads. There is a class who spent millions on
gambling, alcohol, and women, and on the other side there are millions of
people can hardly or some cases cannot even earn the basic needs. There
are some people who have billions of money in their foreign accounts and
then there are people can hardly feed themselves and their families. There
is a group take over oil revenues and then people who even cannot afford
to use public transport.(4)

There is group who is working like secular agents of international

(1) Ibid, p:110

(2)  Yasuf al-Qaradawi, Islamic Awakening between rejection and extremism,Al-
Azhar,2013,p:110

3) Chandra Muzaffar, “Administration of Justice in Politics”, in Aidit Ghazali, Islam
and Justice, Kuala Lumpur: Institute of Islamic Understanding, 1992/1993, 159— 82

4) Ibid
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guided people who took shelter in a cave to save their belief from a
nonbeliever king.
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“Do you think that the people of the Cave and the Inscription
(the news or the names of the people of the Cave) were a wonder
among Our Signs? (Remember) when the young men fled for
refuge (from their disbelieving folk) to the Cave, they said: "Our
Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and facilitate for us
our affair in the right way!"
The mentioned verses of the Qur’an describes that criteria of achieving
love of Allah is not the appearance of young man but his good deeds.

Present situation Of Muslim societies

The current moral, social, and political powers of western ideologies
and media have badly affected the Muslim youth living in Islamic societies
or non-Islamic societies. The negative effects of these powers are
unbearable for committed Muslim especially young who are less equipped
with background of sound knowledge of Islam. Secular thoughts and
ideologies are propagated openly and publically with sugar quoted content
of glamour.

Moral Conditions

The current media is working like slow poison in spreading liberal
ideas, nudeness, and misconduct in the name of modern/postmodernism.
Negative and slain themes, titles, dialogues, and songs of movies and
dramas are creating an environment where the youth is deviating from the
basis of manners and moral code of conduct because their role models are
heroes of the media who commit every immoral behavior in such an
adventurous way that it appeals to the fresh minds of youth. Every feature
of diversion or corporeal amusement in the form of obscene is being
planned, modeled and presented to corrupt the behavior of youth.®

Political Conditions

One of the major factors of the corruption of behavior of Muslim
youth is secular legislation and political system which is not taken from
Islamic Shariah and supports the corruption, secular philosophies, and so

)] Strah Al-Kahf: 9-10

(2)  Anwar, Muhammad, “Young Muslims in Britain”, Education and Society in the
Muslim World, Jeddah: King Abdul Aziz University, 1981, 100-121

3) Yisuf al-Qaradawi, Islamic Awakening between rejection and extremism, Al-
Azhar, 2013, p:109



Research Journal Al Basirah (Vol: 6. Issue: 1) 30

their Salat (prayers) with all solemnity and full submissiveness.
And those who turn away from Al-Laghw (dirty, false, evil vain
talk, falsehood, and all that Allah has forbidden).And those who
pay the Zakat. And those who guard their chastity that their right
hands possess, for then, they are free from blame.

Professing a ‘true’ Islamic identity not only enables young people to
counter anti-Islamic stereotypes in the media but also critique aspects of
traditional culture.” They feel a need to take up a position to defend their
religion against repeated misconceptions. These young people were
defining themselves as Muslims against a backdrop of anti-Muslim
stereotypes and negative perception of Islam as a religion. As said in
Qur’an:
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Such are those on right path from their “Rab”, and such are
victorious.

Importance of youth in Islam

Time of adolescence is phase of active engagement in processes of
identity formation which is important in Islam. Allah Almighty has given
very special attention to this time in Qur’an as said;
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Allah Almighty has mentioned in the Qur’an that Man has
created in condition of weakness, than blessed with power and
after that again turns into weak with the white head: Allah has
the power to create any thing He wills.

In Qur’an there is complete story of a yvoung beautiful prophet who
spent his whole youth in trails and ultimately received the bounty of Allah
in form of kingdom ship of Egypt. Allah Almighty likes the Nobel youth
and appreciates the young practicing believers with reward of increase in
their faith and guidance
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We narrate unto you (O Muhammad %5 ) their story with truth:
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Truly! They were young men who believed in their Lord (Allah),
and We increased them in guidance.

Other than the story of Yusuf there is description of group of young

(1)  Ramji, H. “Dynamics of Religion and Gender amongst Young British Muslims.”
Sociology 41 (6): 1171-1189. 2007

2) Sturah Al-Bagarah: 5

3) Stirah Al-Riim: 54

@) Stirah Al-Kahf: 13



The Role and Responsibilities of Youth in Islam 29

Rightly guided (Practicing or righteous Muslim youth)

What is significant of these young people is their practice of ‘true’
Islam by choice, from a sense of agency, and they are satisfied with their
choice. This argument highlights the salience of place in facilitating or
constraining the agency of these young people with which identities are
formed and expressed. Youth from this group are well aware about their
responsibilities toward life in this world and after death. They focus on the
success of life after death and prepare and shape their lives accordingly.
They are not only following the rituals of Islam rather are desirous to bring
others to the right path of Islam also. They not only offer their regular
prayers but pray and hope for the guidance of their loved ones. They are
satisfied with their beliefs and Islamic lifestyle.
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Say, I believe in Allah, His messengers, His books, His angels,
life after death and predestination both good and bad.
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You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind, you
enjoin Al-Ma'ruf and  forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbelief
and all that Islam has forbidden), and you believe in Allah. And
had the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) believed, it
would have been better for them; among them are some who
have faith, but most of them are Al-Fasiq
For these young people, Islam appears to offer the solution to all social
problems including beliefs, worships and social matters. They always keep
themselves away from evil and try to keep others away from it too in their
community .If by chance pass, they come across an evil, they keep away from
it with respect and dignity as mentioned in Qur’an that Believers pass through
an evil with a way of keeping themselves away with respect.
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Successful indeed are the believer. Those " who oﬁer

(1)  Muslim Bin Hajaj Nishaptirt Al-Qushayr, Book: Iman, Ch: Marfatul Islam, Dar-e-
Tarath, Bayrtt, 1422

(2)  Sarah Al-Imran: 110
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Confused young people: (Hanging between evil and good)

This category of youth is unconfident about the practices of Islam
thus confused about the life and what patterns of behavior to be follow.
Young people from a range of religious and social class backgrounds live
with uncertainty and change. These people particularly value close,
trusting relationships and family remains to be a strong influence, though
parents’, and religious leaders’ religiosity may be questioned — the
question is whether people can be trusted, whether they are ‘authentic’.
The inadequacy of a clichéd view of religion as church-like institutional
practice for capturing the sheer variety of their experiences becomes
apparent, as do tensions with the secular mainstream.”

Among all other factors which are threatened for the loss of identity
of Islam in Muslim countries is deviation of Muslim vouth from the
religious foundation of Islam. The secular and materialistic elements are
making a beautiful deception for the youth with the name of practicality
and glamour. The image of Islam is depicted as an old orthodox religion
which is an obstacle in the way of success and survival in to the global
world. Some liberal elements with the help of media and social activist
groups are spreading the wrong picture of Muslims and Islam. On the other
hand, the so called liberalism has been spreading through nakedness of
women, drunken men and provoking images and movies in Muslim
society. Distraction from ethical code of conduct has been spreading with
the name of entertainment through literature, music, art, dramas, and
movies.?)

This type of youth is less willing to identify with a religion, attend
services or assign religion as important in their lives. They are simply less
spiritual or religious than older generations or religious/spiritual in new
ways, but proceeds to exclude it from his presentation, outlining the mix of
factors.’®). This category of youth is more in number than other two groups
as most of the youth is living in a society where influence of media and
secular elements are very strong. On the other side, religious entities are
effectively working for Da‘wah. So they are confused as to how to module
their lives.

(1)  Anwar, Muhammad, “Young Muslims in Britain”, in Mohammad Wasiullah Khan
(ed.) , Education and Society in the Muslim World, Jeddah: King Abdul Aziz
University, 1981, 100-121

(2)  Ali, M-\Mumtaz, “Teaching of Islam to Muslim Children and Youth in Great
Britain”, Muslim Education Quarterly (Cambridge, UK), 4 (1987), 2, 28-39

(3) Day, Abby..Believing in Belonging: Belief and Social Identity in the Modern
World. Oxford: Oxford, University Press. 2011
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Christian, secular and religiously plural nature of modern civilization.
They show that whilst young Muslim represents a highly diverse group
even within one national context somewhat artificially grouped together,
there are commonalities and trends. Their lives are affected by
communication technologies in diverse ways. There is continuity in public
concern, particularly with the behavior of young men.! Categorically in
the present time living in a global world and as an entity, the Muslim youth
can be observed under three categories according to their lifestyle,
priorities and behavior.

Corrupt deviated or distorted Youth

The category of youth deviated from religion are more concerned
about materialistic priorities. They are found astray and selfish in the
Qur’an. They are more concerned about the survival and success of
worldly affairs and least interested in religious identity. They even try to
change their form and thoughts for the sake of interest in worldly matters.
They not only become victims of disbelief but also obstinately consider
their opinion as absolute. Just like those non- believers who argued with
Prophet Muhammad (&) and said they would not believe. The Qur’an
terms them as people who are blind to see truth because there is a seal on
their hearts and they will neither hear nor see truth.
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Allah has set a seal upon their hearts and upon their hearing,
and over their vision is a veil. And for them is a great
punishment. And of the people are some who say, "We believe in
Allah and the Last Day," but they are not believers.

Category of young people deviated from religion are like those
described in Qur’an as people who are blind to see the truth of Islam, and
there is a seal on their hearts to recognize the reality of the ultimate truth.
They consider themselves as absolute, and because of their stubborn pride
in their deeds they define their bad actions as best for themselves. But
ultimately they will earn loss of life after death as stated in Qur’an:
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[They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they
think that they are doing well in work.

Due to their mental sickness they are proud of their wrongdoings.

)] Shaykh Muhammad Salih Usman, Youth probles; Issues that affect young people,
Islamic publishing House, 2011, page, 45-65

2) Stirah Al-Baqarah: 7-8

3) Stirah Al-Kahaf: 104
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Introduction

Globalization has left the common man anxious, especially the
youth, thoroughly overwhelmed by the media channels, shopping malls,
food courts, branded consumables, information technology, even the
stationary book shops, all globalized to the core. For young, religious and
practicing Muslims growing up in modern global world, issues of religion,
identity and relations with dominant societies are increasingly significant.
Until recently, these issues have often been addressed by others — for
instance, elder generations or non-Muslims. Present young Muslim
equipped with new and instant information technologies, such as comedy
clips, fashion blogs and online discussion platforms, to negotiate issues of
concern to their lives, such as cultural identity, and their participation in
society. Such new technologies are not just entertainment, but also
generate cultural products that are a deliberation of pressing social and
political concerns affecting wider society especially the youth.(l)

For any society and its future, the youth plays vital and integral role
both for its progress and decline. The reason is that youth can make the
future dark or bright through their role as individuals and active members of
society depending upon the role they play in a particular community. Youth
is particularly charged with a potential for intense emotions, energy, feelings
and motivation which the other generational groups lack. But on the other
hand they also have the ability to adopt negative traits and habits more
quickly as compared to members of other age groups. Though the negative
thoughts and emotions are strong enough in yvoung people, these can be
easily removed by influential sincere effort, care and passion. One thing to
be considered in the training of youth is the need to respect their good
qualities, and understanding of their emotions along with the noble traits.

In view of a number of political and economic changes taking place
during last two decades bringing about processes of political
democratization and economic liberalization(z), young people are now
conceptualized as social agents in the public sphere or may be defined as a
space for the exchange of conflicting ideas and discourses. As far as
Muslim vouth is concerned, according to a recent study Islamic identity is
being prioritized by young people over the traditional cultural
identifications of older generation.

Categories of youth
Findings of recent research on youth reflect the simultaneously

(1)  Ahmed, Akbar S., Postmodernism and Islam, Predicament and Promise, London:
Routledge, 1992.p:160

(2)  Ramji, H.“Dynamics of Religion and Gender amongst Young British Muslims.”
Sociology, 41 (6): 1171-1189, 2007
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The Role and Responsibilities of Youth in Islam
Dr. Farhat Nisar"

ABSTRACT

Youth is considered to be the backbone of any nation. The level of
moral development, civilization and consolidation of authority and potency
depends on the morality of its youth. It can be said that nations survive till
their ethics live. The question of youth and Islam at present stems from the
overwhelming demographic weight of youth and their relatively recent
invasion into the public domain, as well as a wave of Islamic revivalism
throughout the world. For any society and its future the youth plays vital
and integral role both for progress and decline. The reason is that youth can
make the future dark or bright through their role as individuals and as
active members of society. This paper draws on lively focus group
narratives of young Muslims to explore the interactive presentation of
Islamic selves. By bringing together young people who practice Islam in
different ways, this paper offers a deeper insight into how claims to a
universal identity are actively constructed and contested through particular
social relationships and interactions in specific structural contexts. The first
part of the paper presents introduction of the whole study. Second part
gives description about the categories of youth including; pious, deviated
and confused. In third part importance of youth in Islam has been
highlighted. Fourth part presents social, moral, political situation of
Muslim societies in contemporary time. Fifth part gives description of
impact of moral, social, and political situation on the minds of young
people. Discussion concludes with the responsibilities of youth which is
followed by findings and conclusion of the whole discussion. In so doing,
the paper takes up recent calls for more research on the personal meaning
of Islam as religion for Muslim youth.

Keywords: Islam, Muslim, Youth, Problems, Responsibility

Assistant Professor, COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Islamabad.
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Conclusion

Dr. Hamayon and Mrs. Talat writes in an article that experts of
sociology insist on the parameters that a society would be wealthiest if it
has courageous sanctity, rational deliberation, freedom of thoughts, feeling
of responsibility, love and affection, and the power of in-time decision,
hence, it has its foundations and energy in a strong family system. And
now it is concluded that in-time marriage is one of the core aspects to set
up a strong family system."”

It is discussed and found that the prevailing social system creates
many hurdles in the way to arrange timely marriages of youth. Social
demands of high financial status and ideal matching criteria create
unnecessary delays in marriages. This delay in making in-time marriages is
enhancing frustration, desperation and corruption in youth. It is time to
rethink present behavior of arranging in-time marriages and choosing of
matches. Muslims need to consider the Islamic injunctions in these regards.
Also there are so many benefits of married life, which are usually not
highlighted. The author tried to highlight them in this paper.

The world is wandering in search of righteous codes of life for a
peaceful and happy environment. It is time to learn from the bitter
experiences of the West regarding free sex life. They are reverting from
this idea, but now East is heading toward the same. Their codes were man-
made, so those were not fulfilling the complete requirements of human life.
The best and perfect codes for a successful life are found in Islam.

Late marriage or relations without marriage are the dark part of life
and evidences are here that the world is also realizing this fact that
marriage at the right age is the best solution of many of the social
problems.

If the government of Pakistan has banned the child marriages and
fixed the minimum age of marriage through Muslim Family Law
Ordinance 1961 and other related Acts, it should also fix the maximum age
of the first marriage in the best of Pakistani public interest.

L BB

(1)  Abbas Dr. Hamayon, Talat Safdar, “Adyan-e-Samawiyah” Al-Qalam, 19:2
(Lahore: Department of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab), p. 186
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Abu Hatim al-Muzani narrates that Allah’s Messenger (%) said,
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When someone whose religion and character you are pleased
with comes to you (with a proposal for marriage), then marry
(vour girls to) him. If you do not do so, then there will be
turmoil in the land and Fasad.

However, it is the requirement of decadency that one should not
propose to some woman, or family, who already receive a marriage
proposal. It was narrated from Ibn ‘Umar (R.A) that the Prophet () said:
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None of you should propose marriage to a woman when
someone else has already proposed to her.

Benefits after Marriage

Our society avoid timely marriage due to their understanding that
there are many financial restrains which create hardships in married life,
but according to us, the situation is different. There are many social
benefits of marriage, and some of them are here:

Filing of joint income tax returns, creating a "family partnership",
inheriting a share of spouse's estate, creating life estate trusts, obtaining
priority to make financial and/or medical decisions on spouse's behalf,
receiving social security benefits, Medicare, and disability benefits for
spouses, receiving veterans' and military benefits for spouses, such as for
education, medical care, or special loans, obtaining insurance benefits from
spouse's employer, family leave to care for spouse and maternity leave
also, receiving of wages, workers' compensation, and retirement plan
benefits for a deceased spouse, visiting spouse in a hospital intensive care
unit or during restricted visiting hours in other parts of a medical facility,
consenting to after-death examinations and procedures, filing for
stepparent or joint adoption, receiving spousal or child support, child
custody, living in neighborhoods zones for ‘families only’, receiving
family rates for health, homeowners', auto, and other types of insurance,
receiving tuition discounts and permission to admission in school, other
consumer discounts and incentives offered only to married couples or
families, receiving crime victims' recovery benefits if spouse is the victim
of a crime, obtaining immigration and residency benefits abroad etc.”

(1) Tirmadhi Muhammad Isa, ‘Chapters on Marriage’, Jami® al-Tirmadhi, Vol. 2,
Hadith No. 1085, p. 456

2) Nasa’1, Imam, “Book of Marriage”, Sunan al-Nisa'1, Vol. 2, Hadith No. 1150, p. 127

(3)  Charles M. Sprock, Marriage is a Fundamental Right: an Option, (Syracuse NY:
Baldwin & Sutphen, 2014), p. 15
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It can be concluded that Europe, too, is considering unmarried life is
dangerous for their future life. Muslim nations should arrange for lawful means to
make in-time marriages easy to conduct to avoid such situation in the future.

Consent for Marriage
Referring to the following verse of Qur’an:

D s 157 5 283 42 ¥ 14T 2,00 @iel
O, you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against
their will.

For two people to marry, it is essential that both should agree to that
relation. Generally, a man sends marriage proposal to woman; so, it is
understood that he is agreeing to marry the proposed girl. But the girl
should be consulted for her consent before finalizing the marriage; if the
girl says ‘No’, the marriage cannot take place. If someone marries a
woman forcibly, such a marriage is not valid.

Spending Money on one’s Own Family is better than
Charity

The Prophet (i) says,
/”;, L}/ ;:’-/.’./T BL:i;’j “}:’;), L}/ J:Z’ ”T 5\;&93 . ?é - ﬁ:i’) ,”T S\;’;’»
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If you spend a Dindar (Rupee) in the way of Allah to get free a
slave or do charity to a needy person and spend one Dinar
(Rupee) on you own family then on account of reward, that
Dinar (Rupee) is better which you spend on your family.
Our youth waste their money by spending lavishly on their friends.
In spite of it, if they spend it for charity, it is good, but if they spend it on
their own family, it is the best. So there is need to take measure to provide
family to the young ones so that their money may be spent for the good of
family, rather be wasted. It can produce an overall good impact on the
national economy.

Insistence for Marriage:
A tradition of the Holy Prophet goes:
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Prophet Peace be upon him forbid (Muslims) from remain
unmarried.

2

)] Strah Al-Nisa’:19

2) Muslim, Imam, Sahth Muslim, ‘Kitab al-Zakat, ‘Chapter al-Nafqah ‘ala al-‘Ayal,
Hadith No. (2311) 39 (955), p.43

3) Nasa’1, Imam, Sahth Nisai, ‘Kitab al-Nikah, Hadith No. 1125, p. 87
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Make Marriage in Young Age
(1)«’3_’,;’b U VQM gtz e LR Saaa B S sl J6

O young people! Whoever among you is able to marry, should
marry.
The Holy Prophet further contended the Muslims towards a better
life in these words also.

(2)«CL<‘J\ e st 2D
There is nothing like marriage for two who love one another-
(3).«5’;}u 1535 5 Jrs dessd A3 5,4;’;3\ 3L W)

Nothing is the more benefit to the believer after Taqwa of Allah
than a righteous wife.

The most beneficial for a human being is belief on Allah and second
most important is a good better half in life. This is the unwanted parameter
for devil. The Devil is the worst enemy of humankind. He makes each and
every wrongful action to destroy and derail man. According to this
tradition of the Holy Prophet (#£), when a person makes marriage, devil
becomes desperate from him/her. In-time marriage saves the young
peoples from the wiles of the Devil.

Marriage, a Lawful Means
The Qur’an says:

>

e b Badt e ol sl ol di

—n\
_.y.\

£

& ‘\ {2

(4)0%2 1z
O Prophet (&)! Verily, We have made lawful to you your wives
to whom you have paid their due (i.e. their dower/Mahr), and

“i
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those whom your hand possesses.

Marriage provides lawful means for conjugation. In the United
States, there are four states i.e. Mississippi, Michigan, Florida and
Virginia, where cohabitation, living together without marriage relation, is
illegal. Since 1990, more than half of the married couples in the USA are
living together w1thout mamage However, this ratio dropped from 86
percent in 1977 to 27 percent in 2007.©

(D Tirmadhi Muhammad Isa, ‘Chapters on Marriage’, Jami’ al-Tirmadhi, Vol. 2,
Hadith No. 1081, p. 452

(2)  Al-Qazwini, Ibn Maja, Imam Muhammad Bin Yazid, Sunnah Ibn-e-Maja,
‘Chapters of Marriage’, Vol. 3, Hadith No. 1847, p. 59

(3)  Ibid, Hadith No. 1857, p. 65

(4)  Suarah Al-Ahzab:50

5) Copen C.E., Daniels K. Verspa, ‘First Marriage in the United States-National Survey
of Family Growth 2006-2010°, National Health Statistic Report, (2010), p. 22
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“Married patients who undergo heart surgery make better recoveries
than divorced or single persons.”(l)

Another researcher, Helliwell and Grover conducted a poll through
Gallup World Pool about who is more satisfied, married or unmarried.
They found that the married people were more satisfied than the people
living a single life.?

This finding leads the researchers towards more effective benefits of
married life. According to the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (i), if someone
does not make marriage and live a single life without any valid reason, he
or she will be the worse person of Muslim society. On the other hand, if
parents are restricting their children to be married then ultimately those are
also worse members of Islamic Nation.

Every second father of society is complaining against his young sons
and their improper behavior. One of the major reasons of such behavior is
delayed marriage and delayed marriages worsen the person as said by the
prophet. So if a father wants to correct his son, he needs to arrange his
marriage as soon as possible.

Marriage is Protection of Eyes
As the Holy Prophet (i) states:

(3)«6}7&; i’y 4,,&3 £ i &)
Marriage protects your eyes (from /indulging in sin by looking
lustfully at others in privacy) and from lust.
All affairs have one thing in common, and that is eye contact. Eyes
have unmatchable capability to communicate one’s desires and feelings in
just only one glance.

Protection of gaze protects chastity and afterward marriage helps to
safeguard it further. “Avoidance of eye contact may signify bashfulness™®
which is the easiest and the best way to save oneself from lustful activities.

The Qur’an provides this code through “Ghadd al-Basar” in Strah al-
Niir, “Low down your gaze”. And the proper solution for unmarried
individuals to lower down their gaze is timely marriage. The marriage is the
best way to divert the attention from unlawful attraction to lawful means.

(1)  Neuoman Prof. Mark, JAMA Surgery-Health and Retirement Study, (Michigan:
University of Michigan, 2012), p. 9

(2)  Helliwell John F. and Grover Shawn, How is Life At Home? New Evidence on
Marriage and the Set Point for Happies, Working Paper No. 20794 (Cambridge:
National Bureau of Economic Research, December 2014), p. 12

3) Al-Qazwini, Ibn Maja, Imam Muhammad Bin Yazid, Sunnah Ibn-e-Maja,
‘Chapters of Marriage’, Vol. 3, Hadith No. 1845, p. 58

(4)  Mynhrdt J.C., Baron R. A. and Byrne D., Social Psychology,(South Africa:
Pearson Education) p. 8
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Marriage is part of my Sunnah and whoever does not follow my
Sunnah has nothing to do with me. Get married.

The father, being the guardian of her daughter, is dutiful that she
does not fall into sin due to the natural demand of her physical needs after
the age of marriage-ability and if she fornicates, the sin will be on the
shoulders of guardian. Unfortunately, in present environment of free
mixing of genders, especially in urban areas, the only solution is timely
marriage of youth to save boys and girls from sin and hence their parents
and guardians.

Now these problems, which are being faced by the world, can be
discussed in the light of the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad ().

Loss of Half Religion / Islam
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (i)
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Whoever Allah provides with a righteous wife, then he has
Sfulfilled half of his religion. Let him fear Allah regarding the
second half.

Anas ibn Malik reported this hadith which is declared Sahih
(authentic) according to al-Sayuti in Hukm al-Muhaddis Sahih. In view of
the above hadith, and data provided by the Census department about
unmarried youth of Pakistan, at present, about 45 million Pakistanis have
no protection of their half religion. They have lost the protection of their
religion Islam from the date they got maturity.

The Best People are married
Traditions of the Holy Prophet (i)

Dialess ity o33 0 il 16 g 2e 1 Jeah
The best people of my Ummah are those who get married and
have chosen their wives.

According to the saying of the Holy Prophet (i), the best people of
Muslim Ummah are those who are married. There are plenty of merits and
chances of being the best people of any nation after making marriage in time.
The researchers in the medical field, especially, related to cardiology say:

(D Al-Qazwini, Ibn Maja, Imam Muhammad Bin Yazid, , Sunan Ibn-e-Maja,
‘Chapters of Marriage’, Vol. 3, Hadith No. 1846, p. 58

2) Tabrani, Mu jam al-Awsat, ‘Chapter Alif, hadith No. 992

(3)  NurT Hassan Taqi, Mustadrak al-Wasa’il, vol. 2, & English translation by Syed
Akhtar Hussain, (Tehran: Hadith Trust, 1900), p. 531
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Marriage in Quranic References

There is sufficient versus regarding the order to make marriage in
Quranic injunctions.

‘To marry’ is a Command from Allah, The Almighty Allah says in
the Holy Qur’an.
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And marry the unmarried among you and the righteous among
your male slaves and female slaves. If they should be poor, Allah
will enrich them from His bounty, and Allah is all-Encompassing
and Knowing .
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And it is He who has created from water a human being and

made him [a relative by] lineage and marriage. And ever is your
Lord competent [concerning creation].

Ogless b, 1 Bisigp

And they (your wives) have taken a strong pledge (firm
covenant) from you
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He it is Who created you from a single being, and of the same
kind did He make his mate that he might incline to her
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And of His signs is this; He created for you helpmeets from

yourselves that ye might find rest in them and He ordained
between you Love and Mercy.
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Marry such women as seem good to you, two and three and four
It is easily concluded that Islam emphasizes that people should get
married as soon as they attain marriageability. Along with this, there are a
number of Ahadith that a father should ensure to marry her daughter in
time as early as possible. The Holy Prophet insisted for marriage many
times and said:

(1)  Sarah Al-Nar: 32
2) Stirah Al-Furqan:54
3) Strah An-Nisa’:21
4) Strah Al-A‘raf:189
®)] Sturah Al-Rim:21
(6) Stirah Al-Nisa’:03
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Youth of Pakistan

The Holy Qur’an has answered the question as to the ‘age’ when a
child would be taken as mature by saying: as

DL 1ls 15150
And when the children among you come to puberty
Here, it has been indicated that real maturity is not tied up with any
particular count of years. Rather, it depends on particular 1ndlcators and signs
experienced by adults entering the threshold of adulthood.’ Islamic revealed
knowledge does not convey exact age of marriage but it displays such
indications pertaining geographical, social and race effects of any community.

The Muslim classical jurists agree that the ‘age of marriage’
mentioned here is the age of puberty, the age of maturity, this, in the
Hanafi School of Islamic law, is 18 years for boys and 17 years for
girls. () Shafi‘ alone declare that age of 15 years for both genders should
be taken as age of marriage/puberty.”

According to the atmosphere of Pakistan, the ‘Marriageability’ or
Balughat time can be estimated round about 13 to 18 year of age for male
and 12 to 17 year of age for female. The Statistical Bureau Pakistan
announced that population of Pakistan in 1998 census was 196,174,380 in
which about 21.5 % were young from 15 to 24 year age. Numbers of male
young were 12,724,290 and female young were 12,263,091. So the total
number of youth between 15 to 24 year ages was about 24,987,381.°) The
Census department calculated that average age of marriage in Pakistan was
found about 30 years in case of males and 25 years age in case of females.

So it can be easily calculated that about 43 to 45 million youth of
Pakistani society has attained the age of marriage but they are going
unmarried. They are living without fulfilling a major need of theirs body
and soul, so an unsatisfied life they are living, which causes many mental
and physical disturbances and anomalies. These emotional disturbances
further disturb the society. This is the one of the fundamental source of
frustration, intolerance, quarrelsome behavior, idleness, hyperactivities and
other social evils like indulgence in crimes, lawlessness, and also aversion
from religion.

)] Strah Al-Nar: 59

2) Shaykh al-Hur al-Amili, Wasa’il al-Shiyah, Vol. 20 (Lebanon; 1677) p. 61-63,

(3)  Daryabadi Sheiykh ‘Abdul-Majid, Tafsir-e-Majidi, Introduction by S. ‘Abu al-
Hassan ‘Al Nadwi, Vol. 1 (Lucknow: Academy of Islamic Research and
Publications, 2007) p. 303

(4)  1Ibid. p. 304

(5)  Pakistani Bureau of Statistics, Pakistani Statistical Book 2014, Chapter
“Population (15 year and above) by age, sex and marital status in 1998 Census
Pakistan”, p. 335
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Introduction

The role of family in the national reconstruction can be easily understood
by the clause (3) of Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
adopted and proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations
Organization (UNO) on 10th December 1948, which reads as under:

“The family is the natural and fundamental group of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the state.”"

Family is constituted by the act of marriage. Marriage is constituted
by legal intercourse of male and female for a child-birth.”) All three
Semitic religions i.e. Judaism, Christianity and Islam, give fundamental
importance to marriage for the construction of a flourishing society. In the
teachings of Semitic religions, it is obviously taught that those parents who
are negligent of in time preparation of their children have no part in their
family benefits. In the Old Testaments, parents are enjoined with the
responsibility of upbringing of their young ones in these words:

Rear your son, he will give you peace and make yourself happy.*®’

According to Judaism, but mother is also responsible for the
upbringing of children, and religion allocates her big responsibility, in the
words of Michael J. Broyde; “Women as conceived by Rabbinic Judaism,
above all, are to attend to their children consequently they are exempt from
time bond ritual obligations.” @

According to Islamic teachings, the Qur’an displays an obvious
message regarding right upbringing of daughters and sons. Allah says:

Dt 1Sy Kkt T 5 o
O ye who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your families,
the Fire.
In this and many other verses, the Qur’an clearly notifies to flourish
daughters and sons in a righteous manner and fulfill their needs in time to
save families from the Fire.

In any society, marriage is taken as an essential part of life but
actually it is usually put to delay, which creates such damages in society
that are hard to mend.

(1)  Aalam Aftab, Dr., “Parental Involvement in Educational Spheres”, (Chiniot:
Bismillah Advertisers Intl. 2002), p.3

(2)  Grossi Renata, “Looking for a Love in the Legal Discourse of Marriage”,
(Canberra: Australian National University Press, 2014), p.39

(3)  Bible, Proverbs 29:17

(4)  Broyde J. Michael, Marriage, Sex and Family in Judaism, (UK: Rowmand and
Little Field, 2005), p.245.

®)] Stirah At-Tahrim: 06
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Delaying and Ignoring Trends in Marriages
A Critical Study in Hadith Context
Dr. Aftab Aalam”

ABSTRACT

Marriage is a preamble of human life. The human society builds its
fagade on the characteristics of this unit. Humanity has been granted with
divine rules for a successful life. The latest version of divine rules are
conveyed through Islam and presented by the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(£). Early history of Islam declared the grand and everlasting benefits of
these rules in all nooks and corners of life; as Qur’an and Hadith
prominences the trend of in-time marriages to ensure the tangible merits of
life. Qur’an declares marriage as ‘God given relationship’, ‘order from
God’, ‘A lawful manner’, ‘Firm covenant’, ‘Love and compassion’,
‘Chastity of life’, ‘Right of women and Sign of safety’ and along with it,
the traditions of the Prophet Muhammad (#£) emphasizes marriage as
depicting it a ‘Half of religion’, ‘Protection of eyes’, ‘Prevention of
character from corruption’, ‘source of Devil’s desperation’ etc. Owing to
this stress of in-time marriages, a Muslim society is not supposed to delay
or ignore in time marriages. But in present era, the trend of delaying in
making marriages or ignoring the importance of in-time marriages is
observing everywhere. This delay in making in-time marriages of young
generation shows the weaknesses of faith and confidence in life. It is also
the cause of many physical diseases and mental disorders. It destroys the
best capabilities and abilities of young force.

This paper highlights the importance of timely marriages, strength of
married-couple life and damages of late marriage so that the requisite of
Islam to form the society on the desired shape may be fulfilled. Lastly, this
article emphasizes the need to review/change the social behavior regarding
late marriages it also emphasizes the need to review/change the social
behavior regarding late marriages and a herald to initiate some sorts of
laws for making in-time marriages in society so that prevailing damages
due to late marriages can be curtailed.

Keywords: Marriage in Islam, Timely Marriage, Half of Religion, Love,
Marriage and Sex, Delayed Marriage

Assistant Professor, University of Sargodha, Sargodha
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is strongly against the use of force and violence for spreading its cause.
Allah says in The Holy Qur’an ,
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Let there be no compulsion in rellglon Truth stands out clear from
Error: whoever rejects evil and believes in Allah hath grasped the most

trustworthy hand-hold, that never breaks. And Allah hearth and
knoweth all things.

Conclusion

The Muslim youth are seriously facing severe kind of challenges at
present. However, we shall not be dismayed by these. Our youth possess
the ability and potential to overcome all the challenges and to achieve the
set targets.”) The anti-Islam propaganda by the West, the higher frequency
of unverified posts on Islam on social media, mobile and electronic media
may be corrupting our youth. However, we need to stand as a unit to
combat these challenges. The Muslim youth shall use the internet for the
cause of Islam and spreading its teaching and message throughout the
world. The Muslim youth supported by religious scholars, preachers,
experts shall fully utilize the power of internet for ‘da’wah’ of Islam and
struggle against un-Islamic practices and propaganda.(3 ) The Muslim youth
shall be trained and educated by inculcating spirit of inquiry, improving
their critical skills and the ability to make informed decisions. This can be
achieved through revisiting and reforming our teaching and assessment
strategies. This shall include teaching Islamic studies, humanities and
science subjects through scientific argumentation that has the capacity to
realize the aforementioned goals.

L X3

(D) Sturah Al-Bagarah: 256.
(2)  Rumi, The Prospects.
(3)  Mustafa et al., “Facebook as”, 175.
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education through various initiatives and policy matters.'”
Argumentation can help the Muslim youth rebutting the fallacious
western propaganda against Islam. It can develop the capacity of
Muslim youth in providing forceful argument in support of Islam
through strong backing/support and offering of rebuttal to weaken
the western accusation against Islam by portraying the true picture of
Islam as religion of peace. The example of Holy Prophet Muhammad
(S.A.W) during conquest of Mecca and how the Prophet (S.A.W)
pardoned all his enemies is an eye opener to western critics.

. The Muslim youth shall counteract and dissociate from the activities

and ideology of extremists. Islam condemns the killing of innocent
people and inhuman punishment. In The Holy Qur’an , Allah says,

Gt I 48 B8 o501 g sl o 8 G 1 48
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if any one slew a person - unless it be for murder or for
spreading mischief in the land - it would be as if he slew the
whole people: and if any one saved a life, it would be as if he
saved the life of the whole people. Then although there came to
them Our messengers with clear signs, yet, even after that, many
of them continued to commit excesses in the land.

At another place in the Holy Qur’an is mentioned,

3 - S, 2% 2 2 P 3. 2% Lo s 26 .
153855 150885 OF pl amendll 2 28300 O 38 OT3 1SS Z Vi
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And let not the hatred of some people in (once) shutting you out
of the Sacred Mosque leads you to transgression (and hostility
on your part). Help ye one another in righteousness and piety,

but help ye not one another in sin and rancor: fear Allah: for
Allah is strict in punishment.

The above verses make it very clear that killing of any innocent

®
e

J

™

}

person is prohibited in Islam and transgression is not allowed. Thus,
kidnapping and killing people, which has wrongly been associated with
Islam as extremist activities cannot be justified. The verse supports the
cause of Islam as a religion of peace and its affection for humanity. Islam

(1

2)
€)

Robert Hefner and Muhammad Qasim Zaman, Schooling Islam: The Culture and
Politics of Modern Muslim Education (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics).
Princeton University Press, 2007.

Strah Al-Ma'idah: 32.

Strah Al-Ma’idah: 2.



Empowering Muslim Youth through Developing Argumentation Skills 11

deduction, evaluation, analysis ... and contextual considerations.”
The Muslim youths shall not get influence by any information unless
it is critically examined. It is imperative that Muslim youths shall
carefully go through the information which is pouring in bundles
without any censorship through social and electronic media. Where
any vested group or individual can add his views and ideas; easily
and quickly communicated to millions. The Muslim youth shall take
the information responsibly, shall inquire in to the source of
information, the nature of information and shall verify the motive
behind the information. The research founds that students do use
Facebook for learning about Islam which may not be a reliable
source, though there were other students who expressed that they
don’t rely on Facebook posts for learning about Islam rather they use
other Islamic websites for learning about Islam.?®

. The Muslim youth shall verify the truthfulness of information by

searching the online reliable Islamic sources or by contacting the
religious scholars before sharing any unverified post/information.”’
The beautiful verses of Stirah Al-Hujurat also discourages.

g Ush 1okl O LG 1 56 180s Oy W4T ol TG

Dferast et 1 Jo aat
O you who believe! If a Fasiq (liar - evil person) comes to you
with any news, verifyit, lest you should harm people in
ignorance, and afterwards you become regretful for what you
have done.

The Muslim youth bears a responsibility to check for authenticity of
any post related to Islam and Muslims. Any post which is defamatory
or contains incorrect information about Islam shall be immediately
reported to the administrator of the blog or social media.

. In the post 9/11 attacks, the Muslims educational institutions are

facing the blame as being nursery for extremist and militants by the
West. One reason for this blame is that Taliban emerged from these
madrassas and maktabs. There are efforts from the government as
well as other international organizations on reforming madrassah

(1

2)
€)
(4)

Peter Facione, Executive Summary of Critical Thinking. (Millbrae, California
Academic Press, 1990), 49.

Mustafa et al., “Facebook as”, 173-177.

ibid

Stirah Al-Hujurat: 6.
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Both the above verses offer rebuttals to polytheists who believe in
the existence of many gods responsible for their specific duties. These
verses negate the polytheists’ beliefs by giving counter argument that if
there were many gods, then the whole system of this universe would have
been spoiled and ruined due to their split responsibilities and different
roles. But we know that the universe operates in a very systematic and
organized manner and there are no inconsistencies or disparities which is a
proof of Oneness of God who is Allah.

2.5 Developing Argumentation in Students

The skills of argumentation can be taught to students through the
medium of education and inquiry based teaching. This requires the teachers
to teach their classes through argumentation method. The teacher shall avoid
the traditional lecture method in his/her class. The students are given a topic
for discussion in small groups. The students are also instructed to write
answers to the topic of discussion by first writing a claim/decision about the
topic. Then the justification for the claim shall be written which is called
ground. The stronger the justification, the stronger the argument. Lastly, the
student shall write rebuttal or counter argument to further support their
claim. Practice with such sessions will finally train students in writing good
arguments and to practice it in their life in other situations.

2.6 Role of Argumentation in Meeting Muslim Youth Challenges

1. Argumentation can be channelized for instilling spirit of inquiry(l) in

Muslim youths. At present, our youth have lost the spirit of curiosity,
the desire to investigate and to verify the authenticity of information.
The Muslim youths are influenced by the modern intellectuals,
thinkers, writers, actors, commentators etc. under the umbrella of
modernization, globalization and enlightenment. Argumentation has
the capacity to enable our Muslim youth develop their spirit of
inquiry and to discover the hidden motive behind various initiatives,
policies, programs and propaganda.

2. Argumentation will help the Muslim youth develop their critical
thinking skills. Critical thinking is defined as reflective thinking that
helps a person choose what to do or believe.? But it may also
include an informed decision based on evidence, interpretation,

(N Heather Clayton, “Teaching argument writing: An inquiry process.” Making the
Common Core Come Alive! 4, no. 1 (2015).

2) Stephen Norris and Robert Hugh Ennis, Evaluating Critical Thinking. (Pacific
Grove, CA: Midwest Publications, 1989), 65.
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[Claim]: The universe is created by a supreme being.

[Ground]: The orderliness, balance and the systematic
organization in the universe is a proof of universe being created by one
supreme power.

[Rebuttal]: Had there been more than one creator, then the whole
system of the universe would have been ruined due to differences and
conflicts between them.

[Another Rebuttal]: Even, Newton’s Laws states that a thing cannot
move by itself so how can this giant universe move by itself, Thus, there is
one powerful creator who is making all this universe in motion.

The above is an example of strong argumentation with all the
necessary component consisting of claim, ground for justification and
rebuttal to refute the views of opponents.

2.4 Argumentation and Holy Qur’an

While Toulmin introduced TAP), it is worth mentioning that
augmentation is not a new approach in teaching. The Holy Qur’an
mentions the same at different places asking the believers to contemplate
and ponder rather than accept things without justifications. The essence of
argumentation is supported by Islam as well. The Holy Qur’an uses various
words to encourage the Muslims to use their intellect such as tafakkur,
tadhakkur, tadabbur, tafaqquh, tabassur, tawassum, nazar and i‘tibar.

Be el o A Ssged Band V) BT wes 08 b
(@) (%:) 1
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Had there been therein (in the heavens and the earth) alihah
(gods) besides Allah, then verily both would have been ruined.
Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, (High is He) above

all that (evil) they associate with Him!

At another place in the Holy Qur’an , Allah says:

Gl G ) 48 a8 ) e s BT Gg 5 e 1 I8
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No son (or offspring) did Allah beget, nor is there any ilah (god)

along with Him. (If there had been many gods), then each god

would have taken away what he had created, and some would

have tried to overcome others! Glorified be Allah above all that

they attribute to Him!

(D) Toulmin, The Uses, 175.
(2)  Surah Al-Ambiya: 22.
3) Strah Al-Mu’mintin: 91.
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2.2 Components in Argumentation

Argumentatlon in teaching refers to a method in which the students
are involved in thinking, constructing and critiquing knowledge.""’ The
students while constructing their argument, are guided to follow a certain
structure. This involves some specific number of components. A good
argument consists of six components though it may be less sometlmes
This includes claim, data, warrants, qualifiers, backing and rebuttal.?
However, the structure can be made s1mpler by reducing the components to
claim, ground and rebuttal. This is done to avoid the confusion in
differentiating between backing, warrant and data.”)

The claim is the choice or decision made by a person on a specific
topic or issue. A ground consists of proof, example or elaborations to
support one’s claim and rebuttal is to pick weakness in the argument of the
opponent. Rebuttal is the most important and difficult part of
argumentation which tries to refute the opponent’s argument. )

The process of argumentation indicates a rational mechanism of
convincing others of one’s claim. It opposes blind following of the views
of others unless backed by forceful argument. Toulmln is credited for
introducing Toulmin Argumentation Pattern (TAP)® in which he
explained scientific argumentation and its components. TAP was further
applied by Western educationists in teaching science subjects. These
researchers found argumentation as an effective method in improving
conceptual understanding of students and making them think critically with
justifications. @)

2.3Example of Argumentation

In order to understand argumentation, consider the following
example on Tawhid. The question under discussion is “Is the universe
came into being by itself or is it created?” The argumentation report for
this question is as follows:

(1)  Ibid.

(2)  Stephen Toulmin, The Uses of Argument, (England: Cambridge University
Press,1958).

(3) Chan-Choong Foong and Esther G.S. Daniel, "Students’ Argumentation Skills
Across Two Socio-Scientific Issues in a Confucian Classroom: Is Transfer
Possible?". International Journal of Science Education 35, no. 14 (2013): 2335.

4) Shu-Sheng Lin and Joel Mintzes. "Learning Argumentation Skills through
Instruction in Socio-scientific Issues: The Effect of Ability Level". International
Journal of Science and Mathematics Education 8, no. 6 (2010): 1011.

5) Toulmin, The Uses.

(6)  Osborne et al., "Learning to Argue”, 333.

(7)  Kaya. "Argumentation Practices”, 1139-1158.

(8)  Osborne and Patterson, "Scientific Argument”, 629.
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Besides. There is a strong need to reform our teaching and assessment
techniques. In the late twentieth century and the beginning of the present
century, the educationists and researchers in the West experimented with a
teaching approach termed as ‘scientific argumentation.(l),(z) The method
gained extensive popularity in teaching of science subjects. The method
was found effective in developing conceptual understanding of students®,
promoting their critical thinking skillsY and enabling them to make

informed decisions®.

2.1 Introducing Argumentation

Argumentation is a scientific method that works on similar pattern as
scientists work to discover new knowledge.’ The use and application of
argumentation in teaching topics of religious studies will be of greater
significance in educating the Muslim youth in meeting the challenges of
the present times. Though here, the objective shall not be to create new
knowledge in religion which cannot be tolerated. The focus shall be to
develop critical thinking skills in the youth so that they are able to refute
anti-Islam propaganda and justify the cause of Muslim. Argumentation as
an interaction process is very helpful in teaching. It is not one-way delivery
of information, rather it is a dialogic process in which the individuals
interact with one another.” This distinguish argumentation from lecture
method so commonly and frequently used in teaching of religious studies.
The mutual interaction between the participants helps in improving their
understanding.

(D Ebru Kaya Erduran, S., & P.S. Cetin, “Discourse, argumentation, and science
lessons: Match or mismatch between students’ perceptions and understanding?”
Mevlana International Journal of Education 2, no. 3 (2012), 11.

(2)  Grady Venville and Vaille M. Dawson, "The Impact of a Classroom Intervention
On Grade 10 Students' Argumentation Skills, Informal Reasoning, And Conceptual
Understanding of Science". Journal of Research in Science Teaching 47, no.8
(2010): 966.

(3)  Jonathan Osborne et al., "Learning to Argue: A Study of Four Schools and Their
Attempt to Develop the Use of Argumentation as A Common Instructional Practice
and Its Impact On Students". Journal of Research in Science Teaching 50, no. 3
(2013): 325.

(4) Ebru Kaya. "Argumentation Practices in Classroom: Pre-Service Teachers'
Conceptual Understanding of Chemical Equilibrium". International Journal of
Science Education 35, no. 7 (2013): 1148.

(5)  Tim van Gelder, Melanie Bissett, and Geoff Cumming, "Cultivating Expertise in
Informal Reasoning.". Canadian Journal of Experimental Psychology/Revue
Canadienne De Psychologie Expérimentale 58, no. 2 (2004): 142.

(6)  Richard Duschl and Jonathan Osborne, "Supporting and Promoting Argumentation
Discourse in Science Education". Studies in Science Education 38, no. 1 (2002): 55.

(7)  Jonathan Osborne and Alexis Patterson, "Scientific Argument and Explanation: A
Necessary Distinction?". Science Education 95, no. 4 (2011): 635.
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Christmas, new year celebration, etc.!) This is resulting in formation of
hybrid identity® which also paves way for identity crisis in our youth®.

The Muslim youth shall be guided that these activities are not relevant
to us and thus we shall completely stay away from them. Moreover, there is a
serious threat to our modesty and chastity by the social networking sites and
friend finder websites. The alarming thing is that half of the youth use social
networking websites for making friends.”” Moreover, it was also found that
female adults post more photographs as compared to male adults.”) This
makes social networking sites a place for making friendship with opposite
gender out of way from our cultural and religious norms and values. These
sites encourage nudity and illicit relationships which tries to destroy Muslim
traditions and their moral values.®

There is a positive relationship between the use of internet and social
problems. The greater is the use of internet, the higher the intensity of
social problems like violence,”’ drug abuse, gambling, pornography.® The
situation is further worsened by the trend towards independence and
individuality. The desire for independence is resulting in destroying the
family affiliation and the affection bond that exists between family
members. There is a large increase in divorce cases, psychological
disorders, suicides, rapes and family cases in courts at present.”

2. Tackling the challenges

The panacea for all these challenges is through introducing a
reformed education system'” blended with our Islamic values system.!'”

(1)  Abdulbaqi Jari, "Challenges of Muslim Youths in A Multi -Religious
Societies". Newsrescue.Com,  2016.  http://newsrescue.com/challenges-muslim-
youths-multi-religious-societies/#axzz4 1eEEMIJQE (assessed on 28 February, 2016).

(2)  Waseem, "The Legacy”, 141.

(3)  Parviaz, "Growing Menace”.

(4) Amanda Lenhart and Mary Madden, Teens, Privacy & Online Social Networks.
(Washington, D.C.: Pew Internet & American Life Project, 2007), 63.

(5)  Pempek, Yermolayeva, and Calvert, "College Students”, 227-238.

(6)  Jari, "Challenges of Muslim”.

(7)  Parviaz, "Growing Menace”.

(8)  Jari, "Challenges of Muslim”.

(9) ibid

(10) Sumon Kumar Bhaumik and Manisha Chakrabarty, "Is Education the Panacea for
Economic Deprivation of Muslims?". Journal of Asian Economics 20, no. 2
(2009): 139.

(11) Charles Rarick and Thaung Han. "Islamic Finance: Panacea for the Global
Financial System?." The Journal of Applied Business and Economics 11, no. 3
(2010): 27.
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that Islam does not support time wastage in unproductive activities,
spreading rumor and blind imitation as it is a legacy of period of Jahiliyyah
(the time before the advent of Islam). Rather, Islam encourages the Muslim
to involve in critical and rational thinking.(l)

Islam influences all the daily life routines of Muslims whether male
or female. It is a complete code of life which stresses man to contemplate
and inquire before believing in any rumor or piece of information. Islam
does not teach blind following rather enjoins the believers to investigate
before they trust any news.

The Holy Qur’an refers to this in the following verse:
s# s s b ool 2l et gl s B
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Verily, the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the
alternation of night and day, and the ships which sail through
the sea with that which is of use to mankind, and the water (rain)
which Allah sends down from the sky and makes the earth alive
therewith after its death, and the moving (living) creatures of all
kinds that He has scattered therein, and in the veering of winds
and clouds which are held between the sky and the earth, are
indeed proofs, evidences, and signs for people of understanding.

v“oCe

Another major challenge to our Muslim youth is the assimilation and
adoption of western culture and their customs which is disrupting our
Islamic and cultural values on the pretext of modernization.”) These
activities are not only against our socio-cultural norms but also anti-
Islamic. These include celebrating parties, making friendship with opposite
gender, romance, dancing, celebrating valentine’s day, Halloween day,

(D Muhammad Endut, Abdullah, W., & Suhaimi, W. (2009, December). Towards the
conceptual definition of Islamic critical thinking. In The 7th World Conference on
Muslim Education (World-COME2009). Selangor (KUIS) and Shah Alam.

(2)  Maria Jaschok and Hau Ming Vicky Chan. "Education, Gender and Islam in China:
The Place of Religious Education in Challenging and Sustaining ‘Undisputed
Traditions’ Among Chinese Muslim Women". International Journal of Educational
Development 29, no. 5 (2009): 489.

(3)  Surah Al-Baqarah:164.

(4)  Hajira Parviaz, "Growing Menace of Western Culture in Pakistan". Daily The
Pioneer, 2014. http://thepioneer.com.pk/growing-menace-of-western-culture-in-
pakistan/ (assessed on 28 February, 2016).
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Friendster, Facebook, LiveJournal, Myspace etc. Because of this extensive
use, the youth at present is termed as ‘Facebook generation” which is addicted
to social media and mobile."” These websites are flooded with diverse amount
of information, clips, blogs, forums, portals, pictures, posts etc.

The youth at present is very involved in these websites through
sending messages, expressing opinion, sharing pictures and videos with
strangers, liking posts, giving comments, without verifying much the
authenticity of the post/information.”) The youths trust the information
without pondering that it may be a scam to defame Islam and to make
Muslims hold wrong beliefs. In a similar manner is the messages on the
mobile phones with unauthentic information asking the receiver to share on
the consequence of getting some good news. The result is that many times,
the youth are sharing distorted messages on mobile phones and social
media resulting in spreading of wrong beliefs and practices about Islamic
injunctions and teachings. Forcing someone to forward Islamic message to
others on pretext of getting some good news and upon not sending getting
something bad is equal to fortune telling which is not allowed in Islam as
only Allah knows the future events.”)

Regarding social media, it is claimed that Facebook posts shall not be
trusted as the information is misrepresented. It is a source of spreading
rumor.® Despite this, Facebook has become an integral part of youths’ life
at present irrespective of how much busy they are.’ This is also keeping the
Muslim youths stay away from offering religious practices and obligations
due to wastage of time on Facebook. Facebook is the greatest time waster in
the history of human civilization.”” The Muslim youth needs to be educated

(1)  Stacy Kitsis, “The Facebook generation: Homework as social networking.” English
Journal, 98, no. 2 (2008), 33.

(2)  Muhammad Zaki Mustafa et al., “Facebook as Social Media Tools among Muslim
Youths in Malaysia.” American International Journal of Social Science 2, no. 8
(2013), 175.

(3)  Muhammad Al-Munajjid, "Text Messages and E-Mails Which Say: “Forward This
or Else You Will Be Sinning and Such and Such Will Happen to You” -
Islamqga.Info", 2016, https://islamqa.info/en/101317 (assessed January 25, 2016).

(4)  Michael Bugeja, "Facing the facebook." The Chronicle of Higher Education 52,
no. 21 (20006)

(5)  Atif Hassan and Rizwana Bashir, Social Networking (Facebook): Wastage of Time
or an Important Web Resource. International Journal of Multidisciplinary Sciences
and Engineering 3, no. 4 (2012), 13.

(6) Pempek, Yermolayeva, and Calvert, "College Students”, 233.

@) Christina  Sagioglou and Tobias Greitemeyer. "Facebook’s emotional
consequences: Why Facebook causes a decrease in mood and why people still use
it." Computers in Human Behavior 35 (2014): 359-363.
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Meanwhile, the Muslim scholars are struggling to combat the
western political ideologies as antagonistic to Islamic principles. These
scholars are organizing their effort for seekmg 1mp1ementat10n of Shari‘ah
as solution to contemporary problems In this direction, it is imperative
that our Muslim youth shall also be fully equipped with modern education
to enable them counteract the western propaganda. However, the educatlon
system of Pakistan is still based on policies of colonial legacy The
examination system is geared upon rote learnmg and the instructional
method is predominantly lecture method.”) The teaching method also
influences the assessment and evaluation techniques.

Moreover, our education system has failed to develop spirit of
inquiry, creative thinking and the ability to make informed decisions.”
The Muslim educated youth is in a state of chaos. The students are not
clear about their responsibilities as informed citizens. The desired moral
conduct, behaviors, social and cultural values are missing in our youth.””’
The students are not clear about their due role in society. Due to this, our
educated youth have fallen a prey to diverse kind of problems and
challenges at present'®. Thus, there is a need to identify these challenges
confronted by our Mushm youths.

1. Present challenges to Muslim youth

One of the challenges that the Muslim youths are facing at present is
the ignorance about the true spirit of Islam. This is further reinforced by
propaganda of West against Islam through electronic media and internet.
The use of social networking websites by the youths have considerably
increased during the last two decades.” Some of these sites are Bebo,

(1)  Ismail Guven, "The Impact of Political Islam On Education: “The Revitalization of
Islamic Education in The Turkish Educational Setting”". International Journal of
Educational Development 25, no. 3 (2005): 198.

2) Filza Waseem, "The Legacy of the Colonial Project of English Education in
Pakistan." International Journal of Business and Social Science 5, no. 11 (2014). 139.

(3)  Fayyaz Faize, Problem and Prospect of Science Education at Secondary Level in
Pakistan (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). (International Islamic University,
Islamabad: Pakistan, 2011), 144.

(4)  Fayyaz Faize, “Introducing Argumentation at Higher Education in Pakistan- A
New Paradigm of Teaching Ethic based Topics”. FWU Journal of Social Sciences,
9, no. 1 (2015), 9.

(5)  Raza Rumi, The Prospects for Reform in Islam,
(http://www.hudson.org/research/11172-the-prospects-for-reform-in-islam)
assessed February 20, 2016).

(6) ibid

(7)  Tiffany Pempek, Yevdokiya A. Yermolayeva, and Sandra Calvert, "College
Students' Social Networking Experiences On Facebook". Journal of Applied
Developmental Psychology 30, no. 3 (2009): 235.
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Introduction:

The Muslim world is facing diverse challenges at present. A few to
mention are the western concept of separation of state from religion, the
supremacy of posmve law, the concept of citizenship and narrow scope of
nationalism."” However, after 9/ 11 1nc1dent a new wave of Islamophobia
gained momentum in the West” Wthh is perhaps the most severe
challenge for the Muslim at present.”™® This anti-Muslim campaign is
threatening almost every dimension of Islam through its baseless and
parochial propaganda. Islamophobia as a term was used in the Runnymede
Trust Commlssmn to represent the fear from Muslims and Islamic
1deology This is a soft definition of Islamophobla but the reality is
different which is accurately depicted by Zine® that Islamophobia
represent hatred for Muslims and Islam which results in individual,
collective and ideological reactions, discrimination and oppression.

The consequence of this phobia results in targeting Muslims as a
group, labelling them threat to world peace, blaming them for persecuting
women and a%alnst democratic norms thereby justifying oppressive actions
against Islam.

Moreover, the Muslims immigrants are blamed for their resistance to
mutual co-existence with other communities and are regarded as threat to
nation’s security and peace. ®) The Western media is also driven by this
Islamophobia which has resulted in an organized anti-Islamic campaign
against Muslims. In this kind of situation, the role of Muslim youth
becomes very important.

(1)  William Quandt, Joel Beinin, and Joe Stork, "Political Islam: Essays From "Middle
East Report"". Foreign Affairs 76, no. 2 (1997): 195

(2)  Jasmin Zine, “Dealing with September 12th: The Challenge of Anti-Islamophobia
Education”. Orbit 33, n0.3 (2002), 40.

(3)  John Biles & Humera Ibrahim, “After September 11th 2001: A tale of two Canadas.”
7th International Metropolis Conference, Oslo, Norway, September 11, 2002.

(4) Wayne Hanniman, "Canadian Muslims, Islamophobia and National Security",
International Journal of Law, Crime and Justice 36, no. 4 (2008): 273.

(5)  Gordon Conway, Islamophobia, A Challenge for Us All. (London: Runnymede
Trust, 1997).

(6)  Zine, “Dealing with”, 42.

(7)  PEW Research Center, “Muslims in Europe: Economic worries top concerns about
religious and cultural identity”. Assessed on 02 March, 2016.
http://pewglobal.org/files/pdf/7-6-06.pdf.

(8)  Jonas Kunst, Hajra Tajamal, David L. Sam, and P&l Ulleberg, "Coping with
Islamophobia: The Effects of Religious Stigma On Muslim Minorities’ Identity
Formation". International Journal of Intercultural Relations 36, no. 4 (2012): 519.

(9)  Mark Elchardus and Bram Spruyt, "Universalism and Anti-Muslim Sentiment”.
International Journal of Intercultural Relations 38 (2014): 80.
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ABSTRACT

The progress of nations lies in the hands of educated youth.
Presently, our Muslims youth are facing numerous challenges. This include
western propaganda against Islam as a threat to peace, moral degradation,
lacking spirit of inquiry, internet addiction, blind following of western
norms and cultures and various kinds of social problems such as violence,
gambling and pornography. Our Muslim youth is wandering in identity
crises and have forgotten the true spirit of Islam and the achievements of
our forefathers. Majority of youth are copying and adopting the western
style of life and cultural involvement. One reason for this may be the
education system that we have inherited from the colonial masters. This is
also replicated by electronic media and the Western propaganda against
Islam that we don’t take pride to be staunch Muslims otherwise; we will be
blamed as extremists. Our education system has also failed in instilling the
spirit of inquiry, critical thinking and moral judgment in our youth. In
order to develop the potential of our youth to reform our society and not to
be led by baseless beliefs, the role of teaching is very important. With this
goal in mind, the students should be empowered through argumentation
skills. This requires teaching students through argumentation method by
involving/guiding students to make a claim then write justification for their
claim and finally counter argument to support their claim. The essence of
argumentation is not new as the Holy Qur’an repeatedly stressed the
believers to use their intellect, to critically observe their surroundings and
avoid baseless information. Practice with argumentation will help in
developing critical skills in our youth and in making informed decisions.
They would not blindly follow western norms and would be able to answer
western propaganda through solid arguments and valid justifications.

Keywords: argumentation, critical thinking, Islamophobia, Muslim
youth, social media
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The Nomination of Young “Sahaba” as a Preceptor
And their Role in Reformation of Society
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ABSTRACT

It is above-board that teachers play an important role in forming,
formulating, molding and developing the society as individuals and as a
whole. The youth has ever been an icon to lead the community in every
sphere of life. The young stuff has played the pivotal role in preaching,
scribing, teaching, political, economic and even diplomatic fields. The
present research article explores the role of various companions of Holy
Prophet (#) in these fields. Firstly, the Holy Prophet (#) groomed his
companions, stormed their brains and paved them on the Divine way, then
sent them to the said fields to work. Among those companions, Hadrat
Mus‘ab bin ‘Umayr, Mu‘adh bin Jabal, ‘Abdullah ibn e Maktum, Rafi‘ bin
Malik , ‘Abdullah ibn e Mas‘ad , ‘Abdullah ibn e ‘Abbas, Abu Sa‘id
Khudri (4) as well as from females Hadrat ‘Ayshah, Hadrat Hafsah, Shifa
bint-e-‘Abdullah etc. were appointed as preachers. Their task was not only
to teach and educate the community rather to present themselves before
them as paragon for their particular fields.

The research concludes that the Prophet () laid down a criteria for
selection of the teachers of Muslim Ummah. The selection criteria of the
Prophet () was based not only on contingent variables but also on some
special characteristics like teaching and training, potential empathy for the
learners and a passion for social reformation. As a result, these preachers,
after practicing their ideal and best performance, produced numerous
educations, merchants, facilitators and reformers in the society.

The present research paper will explore the companions’ efforts for
the reformation of the society.

Keywords: Islamization of society, Young Preceptors, Teachers,
Companions, reformation, Society.
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Responsibilities of Muslim Youth in Reformation of Society
(In the light of Prophet’s Sirah)
’ (’“ YL
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ABSTRACT

Despite the greenness of youth, it is a moment in a Muslim's life
when his belief is likely to be hardened frequently by enticements and
temptations. It is the responsibility of young Muslims to triumph over these
enticements and protect their Islamic way of life, obey the teachings of
Prophet, share Islam with others and study the teachings of the Holy
Qur’an. After the fulfillment of these essential obligations, young Muslims
are predictable above all to play a significant role in reformation of society.
Within the Muslim circle, it is supposed that youth is the most imperative
period of life. Youth as bone of nation plays a vital role. They have the
capacity to build nation of towards success in all the fields of life by
utilizing the abilities.

This is the time in which opinions, habits and beliefs are formed, and
it is vital for the time to be spent in individual development. For instance,
Muslim youth should dedicate themselves into making and spreading the
glimpses of Sirah in society; by avoiding the temptations of time in loneliners
and solitude andwith the opposite sex and of seeking knowledge by following
the preaching’s of Prophet Muhammad (4%). In this way, Muslim youth will
be a spiritually strong enough to serve as a role model for other young people
and society as whole. The article manifests the same components in the light
of teachings of Holy prophet (#). Consolidating with Qur'anic verses,
imminent exegetical literature and sayings of the companions of Prophet
Muhammad (%), youth can play an active and positive role in reformation and
development of society.

Keywords:  Muslim Youth, Sirah Studies, Development of Society,
Reformation of Youth, Education of Youth.
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