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Take care of the Orientalists W(Iqid[] and his book "Magh!/z[ "
(An analytical study)
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ABSTRACT

Muhammad ibn ‘Umr AI-W1lqid[] is considered to be one of the
most famous early Muslim historians. Despite being disputed among the
circle of Muhaddith!1n, he was popular among the early Muslim historians.
He got recognition and fame as a historian in the 2nd half of 2nd century of
Hijrah. In fact, he was an outstanding historian who introduced new trends
in writing and composition of historic narratives. The early Muslim
historians cited and quoted A/-Wllqidl] freely where they needed him
without any kind of reluctance.

It is well to know that western orientalists pay special attention to A/-
Wilqid| and his book "Al-Magh!z[1". Perhaps it is not due to their
biasness or impartiality, but for the excellent work of AI-Wlqid[l. In this
regard, they think that A/-W!lgidl| is more accurate and clear in giving
details and judgments about historical events than any other early Muslim
historian. AI-W1lgid[l's dating of historical events is more acute and correct.
He owns what he produces and narrates. Moreover, he seems to be sensitive
and aware of consequences of what he writes in his book " AI-Magh!1z[1",
that is why we see him sometime indulging in some issues extra-ordinarily
and proving and disproving what he thinks right or wrong by logical
(internal and external) criticism. A/-W(lqid[] explores historical events and
tries to know about root causes of their happening and finally analyzes their
consequences.

These are some special qualities of 4I-W(lqid|'s work in the eyes of
western orientalists. In this article, I have tried to highlight these aspects of
Al-WTlqid['s work from the oriental literature.

Keywords: Muslim historians, orientalists, maghazi, historical events,
logical criticism.
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Muir. William. Sir. The Life of Muhammad. p. ixxxiv. Edinburgh :

Jhon Grant. 31 George IV. bridge (1923)
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The best course is that adopted by Leone Caetani. namely. to follow

al-Waidi as a general rule where there are discrepancies between him
and Ibn e Ishaq.See: Watt. Montgomery. William. Muhammad at

Medina. Oxford at the clarendon press. (1956) p.339
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William Muir writes: He (Waqidi) studied and wrote exclusively
under the 'Abbasids. He enjoyed their patronage. and passed a part of
his life at their court. having in his later days been appointed a Kadi
of Baghdad. In judging. therefore. of his learning and prejudices. we

must always bear in mind that the influence of the 'Abbasid dynasty
bore strongly and continuously upon him. His traditional researches
were vast. and his works voluminous.

Muir. William. The life of Muhammad. p.ixxx
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However. the opinion that Wagqidi was himself a fabricator of vast

amounts of information seems to run contrary to the evidence that
we have available to us. Wagqidi was dutifully criticized by the hadith
critics as well. The objections of the hadith scholars seem to be. in

fact. based primarily on their rejection of his. and other akhbars.
methodology; as Dhahabi states. “he is among the most erudite
scholars. but he is not well versed in hadith. Dhahabi’s criticism here
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pertains to his usage of the prophetic tradition rather than knowledge
thereof.
See: Motzki. Herald. Analysing Muslim Tradition (studies in legal.

exegetical and maghazi hadith). Brill. Leiden. Boston. (2010) p.458-
459
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Faizer. S. Rizvi. Muhammad (PBUH) and the Medinan Jew: A

Comparison of the Texts of Ibn Ishaq's Kitab Sirat Rasul Allah with
al-Wagqidi's Kitab al Maghazi". p.474. international journal of middle

east studies. Cambridge University Press. Vol. 28. Isssue No. 4.
Nov. (1996)
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Jones. J.M.B. The Chronology of the Maghazi. A Textual Survey. p.
265-266. volume 19. issue 02. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies. June (1957)
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Fiazer. S. Rizwi. "Muhammad and the Medinan Jews... p.473-478.

and Jones. M. The Chronology of the Maghazi. p. 266
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“The tale is a second time clumsily repeated by the biographers
almost in the same terms. on the occasion of his expedition to Dhat

ar-Rika'; and here Ibn Ishak adds: 'With special reference to this
event. Sura v. 14 was revealed; but others attribute the passage to the
attempt of Amr ibn Jahsh. one of the Beni an- Nadir.' who (as is
pretended) tried to roll down a stone upon the Prophet from the roof
of the house in which he sat. Thus we have three or four different
incidents to which the text is applied. some of which are evidently
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The trend of chronology came through wagqidi. and ibn e hisham seems

to b impressed by it. that’s why we see him so many where

interpolating in ibn e ishaq’s sira by the dating of an event although ibn
e ishaq has not mentioned earlier.
Jones. M. The Chronology of the Maghazi. p. 271
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one is led to the conclusion that al-waqidi had before him the
conscious aim of filling out the empty places in the chronological
framework of the maghazi and of presenting them in a more systemic
form.

Jones. M. The Chronology of the Maghazi. p. 276
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Diligence of Canonical Had![ th Critics in Comprehension
of Had[th Content

"$19) Wamws §yg /3

ABSTRACT
It is generally perceived in contemporary intellectual movements that
canonical Traditionalists did not take had[1th text into consideration as their
scholarly efforts were limited to the evaluation of hadlth chains. Afore-
mentioned notion - in my opinion - originates from shallow study of
methodology adopted by canonical had[lth critics. as a deeper look into

their scholarly works reveals that sciences of hadllth includes the
authentication and disparagement of traditions as well as comprehension and
deduction from had! th content.

The sole objective of early Traditionalists from transmission.

collection of hadlth. its evaluation. authentication and disparagement was

to safeguard the true meaning of Sunnah and to transmit it in its pure form to
the successors.

In fact the peculiarity of their work is that they exert all efforts in
order to deal with hadllth as a single undivided whole. where examination

of content was not irrelevant to the evaluation of chain. their conscientious
efforts recorded in major works of had! 1th show how they evaluated content
of hadllth to determine that it was not contradictory to Shari‘ah. or with
another sound tradition. as there was a possibility that a certain reliable

reporter made mistake or speculated in transmitting the meaning of had(lth .
Therefore we witness them disparaging a certain transmitter for his
negligence and errors whereas his hadlIth is forsaken. moreover they would
not consider him a Traditionalists or muhaddith! n if excessive speculations
were found in his report. This research paper aims at investigating the
aforementioned hypothesis.

Keywords: Diligence. Canonical hadllth. Evaluation. Transmission.

Collection.
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Methodology of Derivation in Arabic Language
QPIPIE
T ) dares Jadl
ABSTRACT

Language is the identity of a nation, a region and a territory, which
serves as a link between the people of that nation and territory. On the other
hand, it causes unity, uniformity, brotherhood and love. That’s why study of
language has been the subject of conversation of scholars and researchers
from the very first day. Wherever human beings exist on this earth planet,
there are languages with their noun, verb, preposition and its sub kinds i.e.
present, past and future tense, subject, Object and pronoun. A complete
structure of language is founded upon which the learned men have made
valuable contribution in various decades. Survival and development of these
languages owe to the efforts of these learned people. The current research
study is also an effort in which discussion has been made with reference to
Arabic language. Arabic is the fourth largest language of the world. It is
spoken and understood in Saudi Arabia, U.A.E, Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Iran,
Jordon and Morocco. *

The Universities all over the world, particularly those Universities
which have leading role in the present time, not only adopt Arabic
Language as medium of instruction but are not second to the Arabs in
respect of Arabic Language. The present article discusses the one aspect of
this historical grand language namely “derivation”. What is the source of
derivation in the Arabic Language? How words are formed and how they
are refined. What are different theories regarding derivation. This article is
an effort to explain all these aspects

Keywords: Methodology, Derivation, Language, Word formation,
Structure.
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Historical Novel about Spanish Era between Fiction & Reality
(A comparative study between Arabic and Urdu Literature)

ol iz
ABSTRACT

Comparative study is one of the most important aspects of literary
criticism in literature. It helps us to discover what differentiates the work of
different writers in different literatures. It clarifies many important aspects
which may have been left unnoticed while studying independently. It opens
many vistas of literary research. In the present dissertation an effort has been
made to compare Jurjl| Zayd| \n, MUIrl f al Arnaw!t, Abdul Hal\m Sharar
and Anlyatull[1h Al-Tamash as historical novelists because most of these
writers considered as pioneer of historical novels, while everyone is at top
list in novel writing in respective country. The present work on a
comparative study of historical novelists of Arabic and Urdu literature
(about Spanish Era) may, perhaps, be the first research work in Arabic on
four writers belonging to four different climates, cultures and origins by any
University in Pakistan

In this research work you will find out, the similarities and
differences in the narrative techniques of writers in their novels and how
these writers creates a conformity between romance and real history through
literary innovation. In what way they represent the distinctive individualities
and civilizations of a particular era. What aspects of theme, characterization
and various narrative techniques they use to make the historical novel an
attractive and coherent representation of the social and political life. There is
a certain connection and dependence on history but using imagination how
they contributes to color the descriptive details with romantic flavor. You
will find out whether these writers work subordinated to history or distorting
history .

History tells us what really happens and fiction relates what can
happen. In the historical novel the writer tries to create a coalition between
history and fiction. In this research you will find that coalition.

Keywords: Hot Issue, Peace, Praiseworthy, Conciliation, Security
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Sulaym/[n bin M[Isa Al-Kall[1¢[] as S[ /rah writer
(An introduction and research analysis)
HUfiz Muhammad Arshad Igbal *

ABSTRACT

Abu Al-Rabl¢ Sulaym[In Bin M[Jsa Al-Kal'I‘[] (565 A.H -- 634
A.H) is a great SlJrah writer. In this article, his scholarly and personal
characteristics, the list of his works, tributes from scholars to his services
and scholarly rank of Al-Kalll‘[] are presented. After presenting his
personal features, an introduction and research analysis of his book “Al-
Iktif')” fi Magh(1z[] Al-Mul Itafd wa Al-thall ithah Al-Khulafl]” > is given.
Al-Kal[J‘T7 was a great scholar and authentic S[Jrah writer. He got
knowledge of Had[/th from Abul ‘At[’. He attended the lectures of various
scholars of Had[th such as Abul Q[Jsim bin Al-Jaysh, Abu Bakr bin Jadd,
Abu Abdull[Jh bin Zark[In, Abdull['h bin Fakhkh[r, Abu Muhammad bin
Jamh[r, Najbah bin Yahy[]. Many great scholars of Hadllth such as
QU] Tlnas were his pupils and brought his knowledge to far off
countries. Al-Kall1‘[7 wrote many books on Hadllth and S(irah. Ibn
Farh([In, Abul Abbl]s and many other scholars have praised and paid tribute
to Al-Kal[]‘[7 in their works. Main objective of the book under discussion,
Al-Iktifl]”, is to disseminate knowledge of Sl Irah and Had[th prolifically.
Al-Kal[1“[7 has kept in mind the caution and the principles of S{rah writing
derived from the Holy Qur’[In.

Sulaym[In Bin M[Js4 has a great quality of writing S[rah books. He
can be called a born scholar and a writer. His quest for knowledge took him
in different cities and he gained the best of knowledge and intellect that can
be seen in all of his writings. He can be called a preserver and a protector of
SClrah literature. He is considered the most honored and dignified person
among the scientific and cultural tradition of Andalusiyah. This article
proves his abilities, qualities and excellence of work.

Keywords: Al-Kal1 ‘[, SUrah, Hadl'th, Al-Iktif')’, Tribute, Dissemination
of Sllrah, Sl \rah writers, history of Makkah.

* Lecturer in Islamic Studies, Govt. Post Graduate College, Muzaffargarh
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A Brief Life History of the Author:

Abu Al-Rabl1¢ Sulaym[In Bin M[Jsa was a great scholar and S[rah
writer of Andalusiyah—the Muslim Spain. In his age, S[rah writing had
become very strong and diversified through its evolutionary stages. Al-
Iktifl > fi Maghl(iz[] Al- Mulltafa is a fine representative of that age.
Introduction and analysis of this book is given as under:

His full name was Abu Al- Rabl¢ Sulaym(In Bin M[Is4 bin S[/lim
bin Hasl[In bin Sulaym/[In bin Ahmad bin Abd Al-Sallim Al-Himyar[| Al-
Kalll‘[] Al-Andalus[ | Al-Balnas!(].

In Hidlya tul ‘Arifln, it is written as S[lim bin Ibr[Th['m Al-
Gharn[Jt[] Al-Mlik(J). He was a born scholar only for compilation,
preservation, achievement and dissemination of knowledge and Arts.
According to Zahabl], he got knowledge of Had[th from Abul ‘At[1’ bin
Nazllr Abul HajjlJj bin Ay[/b of Balansiyah. He satisfied his thirst for
knowledge in various cities from Abul Q[Isim bin Al-Jaysh, Abu Bakr bin
Jadd, Abu AbdullJh bin Zark[In, Abdullah bin Fakhkh[Ir, Abu Muhammad
bin Jamh[ Ir, Najbah bin Yahya and many other scholars. Abul Abbl]s bin
Maza and Muhammad Abdul Haqq ‘Azdl and the others gave him
authority letters®- Mu[Jtaf4 Abdul W hid, a researcher, has mentioned the
names of Abu Abdullah bin N[h and Abul Khatt[1b bin W[jib as his
teachers and included them in the list given in the preface of the book— Al-
Iktif1>®,

He had also a great quality of preaching and disseminating of
knowledge. His pupil QI Tl nas Abul Abblls Ahmad bin Gham[z and
a large number of people got the knowledge of Had[ /th from him in Balnia,
Marsiyah, Granada, Seville, Malqah, Mabtah and Daanbah. His large
Library proves his deep knowledge, memory and his keen interest in studies
and Arts®,

He got hurt by the enemy at Anishah, nine miles away from the city
of Marsiyah, and was martyred on 20 DhilHajj 634 Hijrah®®. Zarkal_ states

(1) Al-Ghabr[Inl[], A. A. (1979). Al-Dariyyah fI] man Urifa min al-Ulam[] fi al-
Mi’ah al-Sabi‘ah. Bayr[]t: Daar ul Afaaq Jadid.

(2) Dhahabl]. (n.d.). Tadhkirah Al-Huffl ][],

(3) Mulltafa, A. (1367Hijrah). Mugaddamah Al- Iktifl 1", In Al- Iktif(1* (pp. IV-XI).
Bayr(Jt: AI-Hil[Jl.

(4) Dhahab(]. (n.d.). In Tadhkirah Al-Huffl1[] (p. 963).
(5) Dhahab(]. (n.d.). In Tadhkirah Al-Huffl ][] (p. 964).
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that he had the emblem of Isl[im in his hands at the time of his martyrdom
()

Author’s Interest in writing, research and work:

He brought research to light through his literary insight and deep
interest in studies. His command of Islamic studies, creative and research
oriented disposition and suitable and ideal academic environment of
Andalusiyah urged him to writing and thus he continued to write books
throughout his life. His command on religious knowledge is evident from
his works. A few of his books are as under

1. Al-Iktif( 1> fi Maghl(lz[] Rasl[]l Allah (S.A.W) wa Al-Khulafl > Al-
thalJthah (4 Volumes).

2. Kitllb fi AkhblIr al BukhlIr[] wa S[rah.

3. Kit[Ib Al Arba’[In®.

4. DiwlIn Ras[]’il Al-Had[ Ith.

5. DiwlIn Al-Shi’r.

6. Al-Musalsall it wa al-Insh[1d[t.

7. Nukta Al-Amth[11 Wa Nafshata Al-Sahr Al-Hil[11®).

8. Jani Al-Ratab fi Sani Al-Khatab (30 sermons of Juma wa Eidain).

9. Jehd ul Nasih fi Ma’arizah Al-Ma’arr[] fI] Khutbah Al-Taqsih

10. MafawalJah tul Qalb ul Alil wa Manahiza tul Aml Al-Tawil®. In

Hadya tul Arifeen, this book is mentioned as “fi Manahiza tul Aml®.

A Tribute to the Author by the Scholars:

Al-Kall[ ‘[ can verily be called the preserver and protector of
SClrah literature of Andalusiyah. Historians think him authority on various
disciplines such as Had[Ith, S[rah, Papers of the Arabs, phenomena and
Tradition. He had a keen interest in Arabic literature. He earned a great fame
in different disciplines of Arts and Sciences. He was the most honoured and

(1) Zarkali, K. (n.d.). I'l[Jm al-Qam[Js. Bayr[lt: D[r al-ilm Al-ml(Jy[In.

(2) Fawllt Al-Wafiy(lt. (n.d.), Al-Nabahi, A. B. (n.d.). In T(Ir[Jkh QulJ[]t Al-
Andulus (p. 119).

(3) Baghdlld[], Isma‘[]1 P(Ish[l. Hay[t Al- “[rifl In (p.399).

(4) Al-Mugr(], S. A. (n.d.). Nafall Al-Tib min GhuIn Al-Andalus Al-Rat[]b.
Bayr[Jt: Dar al-Kutab Al-‘Arabl].

(5) Al-Baghdlld[]. (n.d.). Hadiyat Al-‘[Irif{In.
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dignified person among the scientific and cultural tradition of Andalusiyah.
Various scholars paid much tribute to him. Some of them are as follows:

Ibn Farh(In (799 AH) has mentioned him as adroit Tradition writer
and critic. He recognized him as a literary figure, orator, writer and
an expert controller of commandments with tradition. He also relates
that Allah had bestowed him with justice and dignity(".

Abul Abb[s has recalled him, as jurist, writer and expert of Had[Ith
and a scholar. He was famous for cognition of Rij[l, knowledge of
Tradition and perfect discipline and as well as an expert critic and
reviewer. The scholarly and research oriented environment of
Andalusiyah kindled his taste for literature and knowledge.
consequently his personality reached the standard of an
encyclopedia®.

Muhammad Shllkir Al-Katb[] has praised him, that he had great
patience in the field of Tradition and other disciplines. Muhammad
Shkir introduced him as Im[Jm H[Ifiz and ‘Arif bi Al-Jarh wa Al-
Ta’dll. He had a great fame for literature and rhetoric. He talked to
the kings in meetings and became adoration of the forums. He was
also the author of very useful books®.

Abdul M[lik Al-Mar[kish[] has mentioned him as an orator for
his supremacy in knowledge, and had a great command of literature®.

Jal']1 Al-D[In Al-Suy(]t[] called him Muhaddith of Andalusiyah,
ImJm H{fiz and a pious scholar®.

Ibn ul Hamml(d has recognized him as Al-H[fiz ul Kabllr, Al-
Thigah and Sahib Al-Tasan[If. According to Ibn ul Hamm(ld, he
was unparalled in literature, rhetoric and perfection of knowledge(®"
He was matchless in essay writing and he had been appointed justice
for some time(”.

(1
2
€)
(4)
)

(6)

(7

Ibn Farhl[In. (n.d.). In Al-D[Ibaj Al Muzhhab (p. 200).
Al-Ghabr[In[J. (n.d.). In Unwan Al-Dariyah (pp. 279-280).
Al-Kat['b[1. (n.d.). In Faw [t Al-Wafy[t (pp. 80-81).
Al-Marlkish[], A. (n.d.). In Al-Zayl wa Al-Takmilah (p. 81).

Al-Suy 1111, J. (n.d.). In [labq [t Al-Huff(I[] (p. 500). Bayr(t: Dar ul Kutab Al-
‘Ilmiyah.

Hanbli, I., & Abdul Haii, A. (n.d.). In Shazrart ul Zahab fi Akhbaar min zahab.
Bayr[]t: Daar ul Afaaq Jadeed.

Zarkal[l. (n.d.). In Al-A‘allJm (Vol. 3, p. 199).
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Kah!1ah has mentioned him as historian, author and an orator(".

Im{Im Zahabl| has recognized him as hllfiz of Had[th, a perfect
scholar and eloquent Muhaddith. He was very fond of knowledge of
Tradition and learning. He was expert analyst and had a great
knowledge of date of birth and death of the narrators of Had[Ith. He
superseded his contemporaries in the art of Rij[ /1. He was forceful in
literature, famous for rhetoric and unique in writing and journals.
Zahabl] says that he had never seen such a gentle, stately, dignified
and superior person as Abu Al-Rabl‘° Sulaym[in. He was the
embodiment of virtues. He consummated memorization of
Had1th®.

Abu Al-Hass['n Bin Abdull[h states that Abu Al-Rab[1 Sulaym[In
was ostensible and finest morally. Nabah[] has appreciated him for
his discipline, literature, oratory and rhetoric with reference to the

author of “Takmilah”. He considers him as the author of many useful
books®.

Mugqrl| has praised him, in his book “Nafah Al-Tayyab”, for his
expertise and literary capabilities and his writing “Ahk'm Ma’ Al-
Asn[1d®.

The author of “Takmilah” has acknowledged his scholarly insight,
dignified personality and the finest resonating®.

Al-Iktifl ] was published as a result of the research work of Mul]tafa
Al-W(hid. The author of Al-Iktifa’ portrayed him as a unique
literary personality. He calls him H[Ifiz, Muhaddith, writer, poet and
a warrior. He fought not only with pen and oratory but with the
sword also. In events of Sl[Irah, he opined just to resolve
differences®. Shibl[] has called the book “Al-Iktifa’ as multi
reference book”).

(1
2
€)
(4)
)
(6)

(7

Kah(llah, U. R. (n.d.). In Mo‘jam Al-Mu’alliflIn (p. 277).
Dhahab(]. (n.d.). In Tadhkirah Al- Huff( )z (p. 964).
Al-Nabah(]. (n.d.). TOr0kh Quz[t Al-Andalus (p.119).
Mugrrl. (n.d.). In Nafah AI-[100b (Vol. 6, p. 218).

Al- Mar([kish[], A. (n.d.). In Al-Zail wal Takmilah (p. 88).

Multafa, A. (1367Hijrah). Muqadama tul Iktifa’. In Al-Iktifa’ (pp. IV-XI).
Bayr(lt: Al-Hilal.

Nu‘m[In[], S. (1986). In Seerah tul Nabi (SAW) (Vol. 1, p. 37). Lahore: National
Book Foundation.Muqadama tul Iktifa’. (n.d.).
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From the consensus and unanimous evidence by the authorities of

knowledge and learning, it is clear that achievement and dissemination of
knowledge was the real provision of Al-Kalll‘[l. His mission was
preaching the Slirah of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W). His book “Al-Iktifa’
reflects his scholarly insight. It shows that the honourable writer believes
that the personality of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) is the center of devotion
and love and a source of Faith and Belief.

Introduction to the Book Al-Iktifa’:

Historians and biography writers have mentioned various names of

this book. These names are as follows:

1.

Kitab Al-Iktifl” fi Magh([z[] Ras[lill[Th (S.A.W) wa Magh(]z[] al
thal[/thah Al-khulafl]’,

Al-Ikt[fa fi Magh[z[] Al- Mulltafd wa Thalatha Al-Khulafl]’,

Kitl['b Al-Iktif[ 1> bim[] Tallammanah!] min Magh(iz[] Al-Ras[]]
(S.A.W) wa Magh[z[] Al-thalatha Al-Khulaf']” (4 vol),

ALIKEOfT 17 STrah Al- Mulltafd (S.AW) wa min Bld Al-
Thalathah tul Khulafl |

. The first part of this book is published and the remaining is in

manuscript form®.

According to Dr Nisl'r Ahmed, this book with correction and notes
was published by Henri Masse (Professor at the Algerian College,
Algeria, Ustl 1z Al-Kulliyah Aljaz[ ’iriyah, Aljazair) in 1931 in
Paris®. Al-Iktif[] fi Mazgh(lzi Al- Mulltafdi wa Thalatha tul
Khulafl 1’ is the representative book of Q[1[1[] Hlfiz Sulem[In Bin
M(Js4 Al-Kala‘i. There are many manuscripts of this book in the
libraries throughout the world. It has also been published at Cairo in
1992,

Objectives of the Book:

The author has mentioned a few objectives of the book in its preface.

These are as follows:

(1)
2
€)

“4)

Al-Nabah(]. (n.d.). TOrOkh QuiJ It Al Andalus (p.119).
Al- Mar[kish[], A. (n.d.). In Al-Zail wal Takmilah (p. 81).

Ahmad, Dr Nisar. Islami Undlus Mein Seerat Nigari ka Irtaq, Undlus Ki Islami
Meraas (p.154).

Quarterly Tallql]qlt e Isllim[] (Vols. January-March 1992). (1992). Ali Garh,
India.
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A prolific dissemination of the S[Irah of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W).

To compile chronologically through research the holy ancestry, place
of birth, ideal attributes, great characteristics, miracles and
Magh!z[] of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W).

To describe, with brevity, important events of the life of the Holy
Prophet (S.A.W) with cohesion of tradition.

To attract people unto study of the S(irah of the Holy Prophet
(S.A.W) for their benefit and guidance.

To anticipate reward and salvation from Allah Almighty on
dissemination and propagation of the Sl[irah of the Prophet
(S.AW)D,

Verity of the Manuscript:

The researcher Abdul W(hid published the final manuscript after

comparing the four earlier manuscripts of Al-Iktifl].

1.

Manuscript of Dl r Al-Kutub,Egypt Acc.No. 2074, Pages: 224,
written in 826 A.H.

Manuscript of Maktabah Taymuriyah, Egypt. Vol.1.Acc. No.1557,
Pages: 380, written in 1089.

Manuscript of DU Ir Al-Kutub, Egypt Acc.No. 2653, Pages: 308,
written in 1171 A.H.

Manuscript of Dl r Al-Kutab, Egypt Acc.No.5036.
Al-IktifT] is a unique book in its style and subject. In art of transcript

writing of the S[Jrah and Maghazi, Al-Kalll‘[] is considered as a pioneer of
the modern style of writing. MulJtafd Abdul Wahid has anticipated in the
preface of the book that the remaining parts of this book will be published
through another research in the future®.

Sources of the Book and its Features:

Al-Kall1[] kept in mind the following books:

Al-Mughazi by M[]sa bin Ugba (141 A.H).

Al-Mub’is by Waqdi (207A.H).

Al-Mughazi Al-Ansaab Quraysh by Zubair bin Abi Bakr (156A.H).

(1) Mulltafa, A. (1367Hijrah). Mugadama tul Iktifa’ (p.7).
(2) Mulltafa, A. (1367Hijrah). Muqadama tul Iktifa’ (p.15).
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. SUrah by Ibn e Hashaam (218 A.H).

Al-Kal[‘[) used the formulation of Wilqid1’s Al-Muba’is'. Al-
Iktifl ] is bejeweled with the gems of events from S[irah of the Prophet
(S.A.W) and it is also a unique achievement in the field of research. In the
book under study, the principles of examination and rejection/acceptance of
the tradition are followed promptly. The author has acted upon the rules that
nothing will be left that has descended from the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) and
nothing will be accepted that is contrary to the Sunnah. Allah Almighty has
said in the Holy Qur’[In as:
00 15556 4 2S1E0 U3 85l Jslt 25T gk
And whatever the Messenger gives you, take it, and whatever
he forbids you from ,abstain (from it)

Hence, just the above mentioned verse from the Holy Qur’[In is
enough for obligation of great caution in S[irah writing. Thus in this book,
all the measures of prudence and caution are taken promptly. The phrases
are timely and information are very useful. The events are described with
brevity and conciseness. The chapters are in a logical order.

Unique Literary Style:

The book is short and its one volume has been accessed. Its literary
style and its brevity and comprehensiveness compensate the shortness. This
book is the essence of the deep study of the author and indicates his
adeptness and maturity of thought and vision. The author is very cautious
and his writing is free from redundancy and deflation. The field of Sl{irah
writing is such a literary voyage that the traveler has to keep in mind, very
cautiously, the dissemination of knowledge and its difficulties. He should
keep balance between dissemination of and concealing of knowledge. )

9 ((1Aaazs ch QIS 2y
The person who personally attribute of lie to me

(@ P 1)

Convey to everyone from me if it is only verse.

(1) Mulltafa, A. (1367Hijrah). Muqadama tul Iktifa’ (p.2-4).
(2) Al-Quran 59:7.
(3) DUIrll, L. H. (n.d.). Bayr[lt: Dar ul Kitab.

(4) Ali Al-dUn,Im[0m, Muhammad bin Abdullah, Mishk([t, kit[1b Al-‘ilm(vol 1,p
132), Maktabah Rahmaniyah, Lahore.

(5) DlIrml], Imam Hafiz Abdullah bin Abdur rehm[n(255 Hijrah) , Sunan D[ lrm[]
(vol 1,p25 ) daar ul kitab ul arabi Bayr[t
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He must be cognizant of the warning of and advice of (Daari) He is the
addressee of the warning

Dot 3 Fady QIS o ol 303 3
Then, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against Allah and
denies the truth ,when it comes to him .
and the promise of
D863 \ghadsd s o 112 Al 5
“May God bless him, who listened to my saying, preserved it, and
learned it.”

at the same time. He cannot pass through this path safe and sound
without recognition and support of Allah Almighty. This fact is cause of
honour for the author that he fulfilled his task successfully and covers all the
important events®.

In this book, the section about conquests by the Caliphs is better than
that of Holy wars of the Prophet (S.A.W) because the Magh(/z[| are
described briefly and the chapters about conquests are given in detail.
Allllmah R[ghib Al-Tabbl |kh says that the part of this book was published
in Algeria and a manuscript of this book is present in the library of Halb. Its

accession number is 252 and it is mentioned in the catalogue of the library
(C))

ARTICLES ON S[U/RAH IN AL-IKTIF[]’:
Ancestry of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W):

Ancestry of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) is mentioned in the book at
pages 9 to24. It is described in detail that Allah Almighty Himself arranged
for the protection of the holy and modest ancestry of the Prophet (S.A.W).
Allah chose the clan of Quraysh for the birth of the Prophet (S.A.W). The
descent of the Prophet (S.A.W) from holy loins to modest womb was by
Allah Almighty and the descent of the Prophet (S.A.W) up to ‘Adnlin is
agreed by all. The ancestry from ‘AdnlIn to Ism[I‘[]1 (A.S) is different.
There is complete description of the descendants from ’Adnlin to
‘AbdulllTh and their life history. In the book, the dialogue between Allah
and the Prophet Moses (A.S) to mention the grace of the Prophet (S.A.W)
has been beautifully depicted. There is complete introduction to the ancestry

(1) Al Quran (39:34)
(2) Holy Qur'an, 24:32.
(3) Mishk([t, Bllb Ul Ilm (Vol. 1). (n.d.).

(4) Khalid, A. M. (1994). Urdu nasr mein Seerat e Rasool (SAW). Lahore: Igbal
Academy.
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of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) up to the page 34. There is brief introduction to
the esteemed Syyidah ’Aaminah (Mother of the Prophet) upto page 43.

History of Makkah, The Holy Ka‘bah and reverence of Haram:

Description of population of Makkah, construction of Ka‘bah is
given at pages 45 to 87. In the beginning, verses 96-97 from Surah ’Aal
Imr(in have been given and it has been mentioned that The Holy Prophet
(S.A.W) said, “The Holy Ka‘bah was constructed before all”.

Then, construction of The Holy Ka‘bah by The Prophet Ibrahim
(A.S) and settlement of His family in Makkah has been described with
reference to the Holy Qur’[/n 14:37-38. The events of youth of The Prophet
Ism[1“[J1 (A.S), his marriage, divorce and the second marriage, settlement of
clan of Jurham, respect and service of the wife of The Prophet Ism[ [l
(A.S) to The Prophet Ibrahim (A.S) have been described up to the page 58.

At page 63, there is description of offering of Hajj by The Prophet Ml Isa
and Harl[In (A. S). There are descriptions of death of the Prophet Ibr[ Th[im
(A.S), transfer of guardianship of Ka‘bah to the Prophet Ism[ ‘[l (A.S)
battles between clan of Jurham and Qatura and guardianship of The Holy
Ka‘bah to clans of Kinana and Khuza’ah upto page 66.

Custody of Ka‘bah to Clan of Abd Al-D[r, Death of Qusayy,
Description of Pledge:

From page 87 to 91, custody of Ka‘bah to clan of Abd Al-
DUr,Qusayy’s advice to Quraysh for hospitality, service of Quraysh to the
pilgrims, death of Qusayy and regaining of custody of Ka‘bah by the clan of
Abd MunlIf from the clan of Abd Al-D[ir has been described in detail.
There is also description of commitment of mutual help, their reconciliation
with the clan of Abd AI-D[Ir and significance of truce in Islam and the
whole event of Hilf Al-faz[ 1] has been completely described in detail.

Days of Ignorance, Arab Lands, the Jews and the Christians:

The author states certain characteristics of Quraysh at page 91-104
and tells that with the passage of time, innovations and customs such as
“Bahllrah”, “Saa’ibah”, “[Jeelah” and “H[Im” (al> «akwry ¢ 43lw 32w ) became

in vogue. They brought from Syria the idol of Hubble and installed it in
Haram. He further states about arrival of the Jews from Yemen to
Mad[nah, invasion of king ‘Amr bin Talhl] on Haram. The beginning of
the cover of Ka‘bah («25" 2%¢) has also been stated up to the page 104.
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Najrlin, in Arab, was the center of Christianity. Abdulll’h bin
Shlim was the chief of Christians. About Fymun’s miracle, worship and the
event of “Owners of the Grooves” (35454 Clst) .

The event of opening of graves of the martyrs of *Uhud, during the caliphate
of Hazrat ‘Umar, and their bodies being fresh are described briefly.It has
been stated that the palace of Caesar cracked and the fire in Zoroastrian
temple extinguished on the birth of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) described in
detail upto page 122.

Occupation of Abyssinia on Yemen and the Owners of Elephants

Invasion of Abrah on the Holy Ka‘bah (! <=s') has been describe

in detail at pagel134. Poetry about this invasion and sending of commission
by the people of Yemen to the Caesar of Rome and its results are described
up to the page 145.

Descendants of Qusayy:

Visit of Nadwah Hijabah to Abd Mun(If son of Qusayy and his stay
with clan of Abd Al-D[r, rivalry of clan of Abd Shams with clan of
HlIshim, marriage of HlJshim with Salma bint ‘Amr, birth of Abdul
MutT [1ib and the nomenclature of word “Abdul MutT[11ib”, all such events
have been given up to page 154.

Excellence of Abdul MutT 7lib and Abdullah:

From page 155 to 166, exodus of clan of Jurham from Makkah,
plugging of the well of Zamzam, the commandment to Abdul MutT[lib to
dig it up, beauty, grace and modesty of Hazrat Abdullah, marriage of
Abdullah with Hazrat ’Aaminah, posthumous birth of the Holy Prophet
(S.A.W)-all these events have been stated up to page 166.

Holy Birth and Events of Early Childhood:

At page 167 different events such as the holy birth of the Prophet
(S.A.W), awareness of the Jews about the birth of the Prophet (S.A.W),
crying of Satan, Abdul MutT[Jlib being informed about the birth of the
Prophet (S.A.W), the dream of Abdul MutT[/lib that a golden chain
emerged from his back, naming of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) as Muhammad
(S.A.W), many people also named their boys as Muhammad. Nursing of the
Prophet (S.A.W) in clan of Sa’d (s 4av), incision of chest (;4» &2), at
Hal'mah Sa’diyah’s (God be pleased with her) home. Miraculous growth
of the Prophet (S.A.W), Calling the Prophet himself as prayer of the Prophet
IbriJhlJm (A.S) and promise of the Messiah, presumption of clan of
Haw! Izin to kill the Prophet (S.A.W) in childhood, Protection of the Prophet
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(S.A.W), death of his respected mother, sponsoring by his grandfather and
un natural events of the life of the Holy prophet have been described up to
page 187.

Prophecy of Sayf bin Z[] Yazn:

The author has stated, at pages 178-180, a long dialogue between
Sayf bin Z[1 Yazin and Abdul MutT[]lib with reference to Dal(1’il Al-
Nubuwwah Abi Na‘lim (en o 3s3' J¥3) which tells a prophecy about the

birth of the Prophet (S.A.W). The service of water carrying («\iv) after the

death of Abdul MutT[lib transferred to Hazrat AbblJs (R.A). is given at
page 179.

Support of Abi T lib:

At pages 189-204, it is stated that The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) was
brought to Abu T[lib’s house after the demise of his grandfather. His first
journey to Syria and second journey escorted with Hazrat Maysarah, the
marriage of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) with Hazrat Khadl |jah, children, then
death of all male children, supplementary description of Hazrat M[riyah
Qibtiyyah, prediction of Warqah bin Nawfil about Prophecy are given at
page 204.

Reconstruction of the Holy Ka‘bah and Innovations in Hajj

At pages 205-212, poor condition of the Ka‘bah, reconstruction of the
Ka‘bah, Quraysh’s fear from demolishing the old building of the Ka‘bah,
conflict of installing the Black Stone (ss+'2>), suggestion from Umayyah
bin Mugh(rah that one who entered the Haram first in the morning would
be the mediator, the foremost cover of the Ka‘bah by Hajj]j bin Y[Isuf,
Quraysh’s conceit of ignorance. Abandoning of stay at Arafah (2, 24 95),

their correction by the Prophet (S.A.W) and the Holy Qur’[n is described in
detail.

About Priesthood and Guardian Angels:

It is stated by the author at pages213, that close to the time of advent
of Prophethood, there was strict security guard on the Heavens by the
guardian angels. There are references of o> e,3« that the Jinn came to the

Holy Prophet (S.A.W). There has been a long Had[lth, without any
reference, about priesthood at page 215-216.
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The author describes that Lahib bin M[Ilik had heard an unseen
voice endorsing the truth about the Holy Prophet (S.A.W). He narrates that
one named Mu‘l/dh heard an unseen prophecy.The poetic references are

also given, at page 233. Most of the stories are written with reference to Ibn
Is’hllq.

The Jews waiting for the advent of the Holy Prophet:

It is stated at pages 233-236 that the Jews had been waiting for the
advent of the Holy Prophet. Regarding this, the story of clan of Abdul
Ash’hal Ibn Lahibaan that he emphasized the Jews to believe in Muhammad
(S.A.W) but the Jews did not accept it prejudicially.

Praise of the Holy Prophet in the Bible:

Many travels of Abu Sufyan and Umayyah bin Abi [lalt to Syria,
Yemen and Abyssinia, their meeting with Christian priests and their explicit
predictions about the Holy Prophet (S.A.W), the qualities of the Prophet
(S.A.W) and monotheistic poetic verses from Wargah Bin Nawfil, Zayd’s
poetic verses about the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) and the Prophet’s Syriac
name to be Mohemnaa and mentioning of characteristics of the Holy
Prophet in Bible are all described at pages 261-264.

Raising to Prophethood:

The author has stated at the pages 262 -279, that the age of the Holy
Prophet was 40 at the time when Allah bestowed him with Prophethood. He
further describes the Prophet’s being at home in solitude, trees and stones
offering sall'm to the Prophet (S.A.W), His meditations in the cave of
Hir[1”, first revelation in Hir[1’, seeing the angel Gabriel for the first time,
descent of Qur’lin from the Protected Register (Lsi=as z5J) to the earthly
heavens, Hazrat Khad[7jah’s embracing Islam, halt of Revelation for a
while, revelation of Surah Walll[juha (=xlls), obligation of Naml]z,

teaching of Ablution (4») by Gabriel (A.S) to The Holy Prophet (S.A.W),

Hazrat ‘All1’s (R.A) embracing Islam, Abu T[1ib’s bequest to Hazrat ‘All1,
on seeing him saying parayer, to support the Prophet (S.A.W), The
Prophet’s adopting Zaid, Abu Bakr’s conversion to Islam, names of people
converting to Islam on Abu Bakr’s call, names of the first and foremost
people converting to Islam(cgls¥l ogaslud! ).

Declarative Call for Islam, Delegation of the Quraysh, Open
Violence:

At pages 301-302, Hazrat Hamzah’s acceptance of Islam, ‘Utbah’s
arrival as well-wisher of The Holy Prophet (S.A.W). The Holy Prophet



Research Journal Al Ball[Jrah (Vol.5, Issue:1) 14

recited to him the verses from e..J! o> and he was taken aback. The Infidels

offered the Holy Prophet wealth, women, power and pelf in return of leaving
the call for Islam. The Prophet (S.A.W) did not accept their offer. At pages
306-312, pointless and unsubstantial questions and objections from the
Infidels, demand of sensory miracle are described in detail. The unbelievers
accused that a person named Rehman of Yemen taught the Holy Prophet
(S.A.W) Qur’[In. Abu Jahl tried to attack the Holy Prophet and then he
became much terrified. Quraysh’s contact with the Jews, three questions
about soul, Zul-Qarnayn and the story of Khizar (A.S) that they had got
from the people of the Book. The prophet (S.A.W) did not say “In sha
Allah” that resulted in halt of Revelation. Then, Sura Al-Kahaf descended
and the questions from the Quraysh were answered. The Quraysh became
desperate and they used to make noise in recitation of the Qur’[Jn. Mocking

at the verse ,is das ke (Al-Mudassir) from the unbelievers and the
commandment from Allah to recite the Qur’[In in moderate voice.

At pages 313-316, there is description of violence on Abdullah Bin
Mas‘[1d, from the Infidels, Secret listening of Akhnas bin Shar[lq and Abu
Jahl to the recitation by The Holy Prophet, impressed but not converted to
Islam. They met each other and felt ashamed and decided not to listen to the
Qur’[n again and then came again to listen to the Qur’[In. This happened
three times. Extreme violence on the Muslims from the unbelievers,
liberating of many of the Muslim slaves and maid servants by Hazrat Abu
Bakr are also described.

Migration to Abyssinia:

Complete narration of migration to Abyssinia is given at pages 320-
333. Both the migrations are discussed together. The author has given only
ten names of the first migrators. The migration of other 83 persons is given
in just one line. Poetic verse of Abdullllh bin HlIrith and Uthm[n bin
Mal’[In by the name of Umme Salma, with reference to Ibn HishlIm is
described by the author. The Holy Prophet praying Najl Ish[]’s funeral in his
absense.(sjb> jls alil)

Conversion of Hazrat ‘Umar (R.A) and Sha’b Abi T[lib:

At pages 334-363, the author has described two incidents of
conversion of Hazrat ‘Umar (R.A) to Islam. One that is present in all books,
AlllJmah Kall]‘[] calls it tradition from the people of Madina but it has no
reference. The other incident is that Hazrat ‘Umar once heard The Holy
Prophet (S.A.W) reciting Surah Al-H[Iqqah (&' :sw) at night in Ka‘bah;
impressed and embraced Islam; The Prophet (S.A.W) prayed for him and in
the morning, Hazrat ‘Umar declared his conversion to Islam before the
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Unbelievers. They fought with him and Hazrat ‘Umar combated them. The
author has mentioned the reason of Revelation of certain Qura’nic
injunctions about Sha’b e Abi T[lib. Kal[‘[] has called beleaguering of the
Muslims in Sha’b e Abi T[lib as reaction of migration to Abyssinia,
conversion of Hamza and ‘Umar (R.A).

The Infidels called The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) muzamum (we seek
the refuge of Allah) instead of Muhammad. In this concern, the author has
described the events of Revelation of certain Qura’nic verses ! &', (Sura

Najm) to denounce enemies of Islam such as Umayyah bin Khalf (Abu
Lahb), Umme Jaml[ ], NalIr bin Hl Irith and Wallld bin Mugh![ Irah. In the
end, the incident of successful struggles of HashlIm bin ‘Amr, [Jaheer bin
Umayyah Mo’otim bin Udayy, Abu Al-Bakhtar[ | and Zam’ah bin Aswad
for the nullification of testament of Sha’b e Abi TJlib is described at page
363.

Conversion of Tufail Bin Umro to Islam, Story of Rakkana, and
Revelation of certain Verses:

The story of refraining of Tufayl Bin ‘Amr from embracing Islam,
the determination of the period of prohibition of wine, Aa’shi’s praise of the
Holy Prophet in verse , refusal of paying to many people after purchase of
goods, The Holy Prophet received payment from him and gave it to the
deserving. Naj[Ish[] embraced Islam and Revelation in his glory, objections
to The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) by the enemies of Islam and revelations
concerning these objections are described up to the page 376.

Al-Isr’, Mi‘r(]j and Death of Abu T[lib and Khad[ jah (R.A):

Different traditions about Al-Isr(]’ and Mi‘r[]j are given with
citation. The whole incident is described as in the other books on S[rah but
two facts are additional. The one that a few newly converted became
apostate and the other that Hazrat Abu Bakr demanded him of signs of Bayt
Al-lahm. The verse from S[irah Banl] Isrl]’[]] was revealed to renounce
these apostates. Witness of seeing the Prophets in the Heavens and of Eden
and Hell. The qualities of the Prophet (S.A.W) told by Hazrat ‘All] are also

described. Obligation of Salah (¢4-s), reduction of 50 prayers to 5 are given

at pages387-388. The death of Hazrat Abu T[lib and Hazrat Khad![ ljah, and
the cruelties of the unbelievers increased after this incident and Abu T[llib’s
bequest to Quraysh at his time of death is mentioned without any reference
at page 349.

At pages 395-399, the most difficult day of S{Irah of the Prophet—
the day at T[J’if is described with reference to Ibn Is’hllq, M[Isa bin
Ugbah, Bukh[Ir[] and Muslim.
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Da‘wah to clans of Arabia:

Various incidents of Da’wah to clans of Arabia in the season of Hajj and
the bazaar of Ukkaz and their reactions are described at page 400-412. Abu Lahb
followed the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) and opposed the preaching of Islam. The clans
of Abdullah, Aais and Hanifa refused, Maysrah bin Masrooq, Iyaas bin Ma’az and
the clan of Shebaan gave encouraging reply. Sometimes, Hazrat Ali and Hazrat
Abu Bakr escorted the Holy Prophet (S.A.W). At page 410, The Prophet (S.A.W)
addressed Hazrat Ali as Abul Hassan.These incidents are given with reference to
Wagqdi and ibn e Is’haq up to page 413

Islam in Madina, Pledge of Ugbah I and II («t 5 Jo i <)

With reference to Ibn Is’hllq, it is stated that during the season of
Hajj, The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) preached Islam to the clan of Khizraj from
Mad[Inah. This clan had heard the good news about the last Prophet from
the Jews. Firstly the names of six persons and then of 12 persons who
embraced Islam are given at page 414. The Holy Prophet appointed Mus’ab
bin Umayr (R.A) as their teacher.

At pages 419-429, the whole incident of Pledge of Ugbah the second
is given in detail. 73 men and 2 women were included in them. At pages
419-421, Barl[]’ bin Ma’ar[r of Madinah, saying prayer facing Ka‘bah is
given. According to the research of AL-Kalll‘[], the verses 39-40 of Sur
Hajj were revealed for the permission of first Jihad. Then migration was
permitted. This ends at page429.

Migration of the Holy Prophet and the Companions from Makkah
to Medina:

It is stated at page 429 -460, that the unbelivers separated Abu
Salamah bin Asad from his family and children; Abu Salamah migrated to
Medina; His wife was worried about him and their reunion after one year.
The unbelievers occupied the houses of the migrators. The incident of
migration of Hazrat ‘Umar and then continuation of migration of the
believers to Medina are present at page 438.

Then, the decisive meeting of the Quraysh against the Holy Prophet
(S.A.W), arrival of Satan in guise of Sheikh of Najad and suggesting to them
to make a group from all the clans and attack the Holy Prophet (S.A.W)
unitedly, then their besiege of Daar ul Nadwah, making Hazrat ‘All] sleep
on the Prophet’s bed, and leaving of the Prophet (S.A.W) reciting Surah
Yaaseen towards the Abu Bakr’s house are described at page 441.

AT pages 442-461, there is description of the Prophet (S.A.W)
reaching Hazrat Abu Bakr’s (R.A.) house. Companionship of Hazrat Abu

Bakr (R.A) during migration, stay at the Cave of Thawr (,§ ,&), spinning of
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web by the spider, laying of eggs by the pigeons, and the growth of a tree,
service of ‘[ Imir bin Fuhayrah and Abdullah bin Arayqall, Abu Bakr being
afraid and The Prophet (S.A.W) consoling him, complete story of Sar[Iqah
bin Ja‘sham, Sar(lqah embracing Islam on the eve of the conquest of
Makkah, poetice verses of Sar[Iqah in glory of The Prophet (S.A.W), arrival
of the Prophet (S.A.W) at Medina on Friday, 12 of Rabl1‘ Al-Awwal,
Ans[r waiting for Him anxiously, reunion with Hazrat ‘All] at Qubl]’,
leading the Jum‘ah prayer at colony of the clan of Sulaym, Anslir’s
excitement for hospitality, stopping of the dromedary of the Prophet
(S.A.W) near the house of Hazrat Abl ] Ayyllb Ansl[Iri and stay of The
Prophet (S.A.W) at Ayy[ b Ans[Iri’s house.

Abominable attitude of the Hypocrites:

Construction of the Masjid Nabvll, hospitality of Hazrat Abu
Ayy[lb, the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) avoiding garlic and onion, the first
addresses of the Prophet (S.A.W), teaching of Az[In to Zayd and ‘Umar
(R.A) in dream, brief description of Medina Pact and Brotherhood, the
incident of Abdullah bin Salllm’s conversion to Islam, extreme ill will and
jealousy of the Jews, their conspiracy to revive the enmity with Islam, The
Holy Prophet’s (S.A.W) preventing it in time,

The hateful activities of Aws and the other clans and Revelations to
renounce them are given briefly upto page 485.

Story of the Delegation of Najraan and the Blessings of the Holy
Prophet (S.A.W)

Arrival of a delegation of 70 Christians from NajrlIn under the
leadership of Abdul Mas[1[] came to the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) in Masjid e
Nabv(], their questions to The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) about disposal of the
Christ, and the Revelations of the concerning verses of the Surah [11 Imr[In
in answer, The call for Mub(1hlah from The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) to them
and their flight are given at the pages 485-493.

At the last two pages 493-494, there is description of outbreak of
epidemics in Medina before the arrival of The Holy Prophet, the
companions getting ill and with the blessings of the prayer of The Holy
Prophet Medina became a healthy resort with moderate climate. With this
the first volume of the book comes to an end at page 494.

Summary:
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The detailed introduction to the book “Al-Iktifl]” fi Maghllz[] Al-

Mul! tafa “by Allllmah Al-Kal ‘[ gives the following points of view:

1.

When AlllJmah was born, it was the ideal and rise time of compilation
of Sl Irah of The Holy Prophet (S.A.W) in Andalausiyah.

Allllmah was HUfiz of Hadllth, expert of Slrah, critique of the
Traditions, Scholarly narrator and adept in recitation of the Qur’[In. It
means that he was a gifted scholar. He wrote this book on S[rah in the
light of his knowledge and grace.

All the important events, places concerning S[irah of The Holy
Prophet are described comprehensively.

The narration reflects perfection of Tradition, transfer of knowledge,
literary grace and supreme Arabic style of writing in Andalusiyah

The book is a unique, authentic, concise and informative piece of work
on the subject of Slirah of The Holy Prophet (S.A.W). It is still
famous and popular.

L 2R
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Importance of evidence of DNA

(In perspective of Islamic Jurisprudence)
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ABSTRACT

DNA or Genetic fingerprinting technology is the topic of the day. It
has revolutionized the forensic science. Islamic Jurisprudence has its own
procedure and priorities of evidences, which mainly depend upon
eyewitness, personal evidence and testimony .It was introduced in 1984. It is
used in the identification of parentage, forensic sciences, treatment and
diagnosis of diseases. The sequence of base pairs varies from person to
person and the relativity of persons is identified by identifying the matching
of base pairs.

The Contemporary International Institutions of Collective Ijtih(1d
have launched heavy discussions on this new evidence and reviewed
relevant serious law making efforts based on it, which results in very
valuable Fat[Jw[] and resolutions, regarding the use of DNA techniques, as
evidence in criminal cases and its limitations and scope in Islamic
Jurisprudence .

This article discusses and concludes that the genetic fingerprinting
technique should be used for the attestation of the cases related to it, along
with the traditional way to acquire evidences, even though, it does not have
self-sustaining priority, but depends upon other evidences for making a
judicial verdict. Like other forensic evidences, it has also errors and
intervening factors that limit its accuracy .

Therefore, the decisions of crimes liable to [udlld, QilJ[J[J and
Diyyat should not depend only upon DNA fingerprinting. Thus, we can say
that in the absence of stipulated evidences, rebuking punishment may be
sentenced on the basis the evidence of DNA.

Keywords: DNA, Genetic Fingerprint, Al-Ballmah Al-War[thiyah, Crimes,
Cudlld, Qi1 110,
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Introduction:

DNA profiling technique was introduced in 1984 by Sir Alec
Jeffrey’s at the University of Leicester in England and now several countries
have organized national database of DNA.! It is a process of identification
of a person that may be helpful in forensic science and has revolutionized
the whole society. It is a process of identification of the Divine Code that
Alllh had hidden in the form of genes in our cells. Like all other inventions,
this invention also raised many questions about its implementation, validity,
reliability and objectivity. Synonyms of this invention are DNA profiling,
DNA testing, DNA typing and Genetic Fingerprinting. In Arabic it is known
as (&g dewad)) al-Ballmah al-Warlthiyah. 1t is used in the identification of

parentage, forensic sciences, treatment and diagnosis of diseases.?) The
sequence of base pairs varies from person to person and the relativity of
persons is identified by identifying the matching of base pairs. The loci of
variable number tandem repeats (VNTRs) are closer to near relatives.®)

In the term “DNA fingerprinting” the relation of “finger” is not
specific to finger. but it is as common as other body parts and is used only to

describe the uniqueness of a person’s identity as was done in the past by the
fingerprints. Sample for DNA test can be taken from any body part. The
Arabic word (&) iwad) al-Ballmah al-Warllthiyah is a word to word

translation of “Genetic Fingerprinting”® . Dr A imad Mukhtr describes it
as “analysis of DNA from body tissues or body fluids so that a person can
be identified”” . Medically it is defined as, “It isa technique used
especially for identification (as for forensic purposes) by extracting and
identifying the base-pair pattern of an individual's DNA”.©®

In this process DNA molecule is extracted from samples collected
from a crime site, then cut by enzyme scissors, analyzed and compared with

(1) Diana M. Concannon, Kidnapping: An Investigator’s Guide (London: Newnes Ltd.,
2013) pl50.

(2) Linda Forst John Dempsey, An Introduction to Policing Cengage Learning. (New York
City: Cingage Learning, 2010) 469

(3) Adrian Linacre William Goodwin, Sibte Hadi, An Introduction to Forensic Genetics
(Chichister, West Sussex, UK: John Wiley & Sons, 2007) p 12

(4) Reinhart Pieter Anne Dozy, Takmilah al-Ma'ajim al-'Arabiyah (Baghdad: Wazarah al-
Thaqafah wa al-'Alam, Democratic Republic of Iraq, 1979-2000 AD) 361.

(5) Dr. Ahmad Mukhtar 'Abd al-Hamid 'Umar, Mu"jam al-Lughat'l 'Arabiyyah al-
Mu'assrah, 1, (Cairo: 'Alim al-Kutub, 2008) 214.

(6) Merriam Webster. Accessed Dec 19, 2014,
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the already analyzed base pair sequence of the accused or a relative of the
accused.V

All the living organisms are formed by tiny units called cells. Most
of the cells have a nucleus that controls all the activities of the cell and
hence becomes a control center for the cell. It has chromosomes in it that
have DNA (Deoxyribonucleic Acid) and every DNA has genes that control
specific characteristic of a person. These chromosomes are in the form of
pairs, half of them are gained from the mother and half are gained from
father and thus the person becomes an intersection of paternal and maternal
characteristics. Although he or she may possess some characteristics quite
different from both the parents, which is a direct result of genetic mutation
or recessive traits of one of the parents that may become dominant by
combining the genes of the same type from both parents. Recessive traits
may not appear in parents and may appear in their child as is directed by the
holy Prophet Muhammad ((S.W.A)):

[Jallrat Abl] Hurayrah Narrates that a man came to the Prophet
((S.W.A)) and said, "O AlllJh's Apostle! A black child has been born to
me." The Prophet ((S.W.A)) asked him, "Have you got camels?" The man
said, "Yes." The Prophet ((S.W.A)) asked him, "What colour are they?" The
man replied, "Red." The Prophet ((S.W.A)) said, "Is there a grey one among
them?' The man replied, "Yes." The Prophet ((S.W.A)) said, "Whence
comes that?" He said, "May be it is because of heredity." The Prophet
((S.W.A)) said, "May be your latest son has this colour because of
heredity"® .

About this [ladlth, Im[1m Nis[]’[] said:
“Consequently, it is a decision made by The prophet
((SW.A )) not to deny the parentage of a child that is

born at his bed except he claims that he has seen a
dishonesty® .

On the basis of DNA, cells are divided into somatic cells and germ
cells. Somatic cells have same hereditary material from both the parents, but

(1) Encyclopedia.com, "Encyclopedia.com," (2005) Accessed Dec 19, 2014
http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/DNA_ fingerprinting.aspx

(2) AbL! ‘Abdu’llllh Muhammad bin Isma'll al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, 7, (Damacus:
Dar Tawq al-Nijat, 1422AH) P53, Hadith No. 5305; Ya'qub bin Ish’aq bin Ibrahim al-
Isfrant (D 316 AH) Ab[] 'Awanah, Mustakhrij Abi 'Awanah, 3 (Beirut: Dar al-
Ma'rifah, 1998) 216, Hadith No. 4725.

(3) Ab[1 Abd al-Rahman Ahmad bin Shu'yb bin 'Alf al-Khurasant (D 303 AH) al-Nisa",
Sunan al-Nisa", 6 (Aleppo: Maktabah al-Matbu'at al-Islamiyah, 1986 AH) 179, Hadith
No. 3460.




Research Journal Al Ball[Jrah (Vol.5, Issue:1) 22

germ cells have a half number of chromosomes. Human genome consists of
approximately 25000 genes that contain about 3000000000 base pairs and
they all form 46 chromosomes that are present in every somatic cell of a
human. ' The location specified for a gene is called a loci and every gene
represents a specific trait or sometimes linked to more than one trait and
some traits are controlled by more than one gene.”). DNA covers a small
room in the microscopic cell and if it is extracted out from the nucleus, it
may be two to three meters long.®)

Any cell from body parts that has nucleus can serve as a sample
which may be taken from spit, semen, blood, flesh, tissues, hair etc.
Forensics sample is generally taken from body liquids present on body,
clothes or weapons.®

Accuracy of DNA:

Human DNA resembles 99.9% and the part that differs is very small
in ratio (only 0.1%) that differentiates every person. This technique is so
accurate that the chance of resemblance between two persons is only one out
of 70 trillion except homozygous twins,®) whereas, human population is
only six billion at this time. It is much more accurate and easy as compared
to fingerprints. ® Its laboratory trials show its accuracy 99.9 %, but the real
life accuracy may be reduced as several intervening variables (Biases,
affiliation, hatred, enmities) may involve. However its accuracy may be
improved using multiple results and neutral laboratories.””’ Therefore, in the
presence of social intervening variables, the result of highly accurate
laboratories is also considered 99.5% accurate, however, it may further
reduce in the countries of the third world, where corruption and social evils
are common.

(1) Nora Kearney & Alison Richardson, Nursing Patients with Cancer: Principles and
Practice: Genetic Basis of Cancer (London UK: Elsevier Corporation, Kings College,
2006) 74.

(2) Peter S. Harper, Landmarks in Medical Genetics: Classic Papers with Commentaries,
Human Gene Mapping (London UK: Oxford University Press, 2004) 144

(3) Horace Drew Chris R. Calladine, Understanding DNA: The Molecule and How it Work
(Cambridge, UK: Academic Press, 2004)105.

(4) Rajesh Bardale, Principles of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology (New Delhi: Jaypee
Brothers Medical Publishers Ltd., 2011) 116

(5) James Norman Spuhler, Genetic diversity and human behavior (London Uk:
Transaction Publishers, 2009) 54

(6) Muhammad Anid al-Arwadi, al-Basmah al-Warasiyah (Beirut: Dar al-Fatwa fi al-
Jamhdariyah al-Lebononiyah, Beirut University). 04.

(7) Edited by U S Congress, Congressional Record, V. 149, PT. 1, January 7 2003 to
January 17 (Washington DC: Proceedings and debates of 108th congress, 2003. ). 499
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In the Islamic Judicial system, confession and eyewitness is
considered the base of decision, while it has also a probability of falseness.
It can be replied that whenever doubt involves in Judicial procedure, the
benefit goes to the accused, it is a principle rule of the Islamic judicial
system derived from a hadith:

() (W5 4 3355 W 3931 150831y

Ward off the legal punishments as much as you can.

In order to control the intervening variables Islamic Organization of Medical
Science (IOMS) has chalked out the following guiding principles:

1. The DNA test should be carried out at least at two laboratories and it
should be ensured that one laboratory should not be aware of the
result of the other.

2. Such laboratories should be in the control of government, or if not
possible these laboratories should fulfil the terms and conditions of
government and should fulfil the required standard of skill and local
terms and conditions.

3. The lab technicians working in these laboratories should possess
good moral character and desired skill and they should not have any
relationship (blood, social or political) with the accused or the
claimer. @-

Limitations of DNA Fingerprinting:

Only in the case of homozygous twins the DNA resembles a lot as
their first cell and its hereditary material was extremely same that was
copied in every somatic cell. That is why their physique, appearance, habits,
even likes and dislikes are same. However, this resemblance is not 100%,
there is always a bit difference between the homozygous twins that can be
found by examining millions of base pairs and this process needs too much
money and time. It is estimated that in such a situation the expenses may
reach 10 million euro. ® In an ordinary DNA test, approximately 400

(1) AbLl ‘Abdu’llllh Muhammad bin Yazid al-Qizvini Ibn Majah, Sunan Ibn M3ajah, 3,
(International: Dar al-Risalah al-'Alamiyah, 1430 AH, 2009 AD.). 579, Hadith No.
2544 .

(2) Al-Aecjaz, "Islamic vision of some contemporary medical problems," (2014). Accessed
Dec 18, 2014

(3) Bardale, Principles of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology . 116
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nucleotides are examined, in the case of homozygous twins there may be
billions of nucleotides to be examined costing more than 10 million euro'?.

It is common among humans, as they are social beings, that they
carry samples of several persons on their body that may cause ambiguity in
taking samples. For example, a murdered person may carry the DNA of his
wife / her husband, friends, children, murderer, provider of first aid,
policemen, ambulance squad, and many more. So, it is necessary to consider
other evidences while making a judicial decision. It is the reason that the
Council of Islamic Ideology and other colleges of collective Ijtih[]d are
unanimous in the opinion that in the case of [udld and Qil ][ 1[1 (Divine
Legal Penalties, legal vengeance) the base evidence should be eyewitness
and DNA can be considered as a supporting witness, not base witness,
however, Taz[r (supplementary rebuke) can be sentenced in such cases
where eyewitness is not available and the judge is sure by other evidences.
DNA can be an important evidence for crimes other that "udl]d and
Qil11][], therefore a judge can force the accused for DNA fingerprinting, so
that, more accurate evidences may be obtained.

The Role of DNA in Investigating the Crimes:

Now a days DNA fingerprint technique is used world widely to solve
the criminal cases that may be very difficult to solve without it. The DNA
test is only a part of biological evidences that are very important in the
solution of a criminal case. No doubt. A judge can make a decision only if
he has surety about the occurrence of the crime and the persons involved in
it. For the identification of the culprit, the judge may order for forensic test
of samples collected by an investigating officer. Now question is that to
what extinct a judge can depend upon forensic evidences in the solution of
the crimes of [ud(ld, Qi1 [1[] and Diyyat.

The Prove of a crime depends upon three steps:
1. Collection of the evidences and other elements of the crime.

2. Initial investigation, DNA and Forensic test, of samples collected
from the site and their matching with the accused persons.

3. In the light of the forensic evidences, and other evidences (especially
confession or eyewitness) making a decision that who was involved
in the crime? This process needs surety, not ambiguity.

In Islamic Jurisprudence, such evidences are considered as expert
opinion and evidences can be classified into the following categories:

1. Word evidence, i.e. Confession.

(1) BBC, "Twin DNA Sex Crime," (2013) Accessed Dec 17,2014
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2. Evidence of eyewitness who should be honest and reliable. (‘[1dil
and U1 1diq).

Rationale evidences provided during the hearing of a case.

4. Material evidences obtained by samples from the site and their
forensic test.

These material evidences are speechless and non-intelligent
evidences, consequently, cannot tell a lie, hence, have great importance.
Such evidences are not new, and are being used throughout the history,
although modified with the development of awareness and technology and
hence, their status of accuracy is also increasing day by day. It is also a fact
that with the development of such instruments the standard of observation is
also decreasing, which has resulted in the low standard of eyewitness.
Therefore, now, the judges are being granted with the independence in legal
evidences e.g., in the Egyptian Law, under clause No. 302, it is said that “/n
a legal procedure the Judge will make decision according to his own belief
with full independence'V .

That is why, now, it is common in judiciary not to bind the judge
with specific legal evidences, and hence, independence in legal evidences is
gradually coming common, so that, the judge may come to an accurate and
certain evidence. In the same way, Palestine has granted the same freedom
of evidences to the judges under the clause 1/273® and Al-Jazzier has
granted it under the clause 150®).The purpose of this freedom of evidence is
not to restrict the performance of judge by making him sticky with certain
evidences, but it aims at maximizing the surety of his decision. Legal
evidences should be rational and logical and should fulfil the following two
conditions:

1. The betterment of society by ensuring equality and justice.

2. Passion of betterment and restoration of convicted by ensuring his
self-esteem.

The duty of a judge is to maintain equilibrium between the both the
interests.

(1) Farkad 'Ab0J al-'Dar(10], al-WalJf al-QIn[In[] {1 al-Jar[Imah, Egyptian Law,3: 406,
(Majm[]'ah al-Qaw[Jid al-Q[In[Iniyah, 12 June ,1939) 575

(2) Govt. of Palestine, Palestinian Law, No. 03 (Palestine: Govt. Press 2001 AD)

(3) A. B al-A’liah al-Brah[In, Arkan al-Jar[imah wa [Juruq al-Ithbatiyah fi al-Q[In[In[]
al- '"Aq[/bah al-Jaz[lir[] (al-Jazzier,: D[r al-Khuld[Iniyah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawz[1',
al-Qubah Al-QadlTmah, 2007AD) 191-192.
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If there is DNA of a single person on the body of the victim or in the
environment of a crime, it is about to sure that the person leaving this DNA
sample is accused (and this is very rare), but if the victim or the environment
carries DNA samples of several persons, the situation becomes doubtful.
The person leaving DNA may be there before the occurrence of the crime or
reached after the occurrence of the crime, or any other reason is sufficient to
make it doubtful.(V

The most important thing is the identification of the offender and the
victim after the occurrence of a crime. In the Islamic judicial system, the
evidences to identify the offender or the victim are of three types:

1. Specific Identifying marks.
2. Resemblance with a person.
3. Tracing, (Qiy[fah)

Every person has some identifying marks that other don’t carry and
these marks make him unique and identifiable in the society. These
identities are also used in the identification of the offender or the victim.
Sometimes, a large number of victims die at one spot and bodies become so
much deformed that their identity becomes difficult e.g. in the case of the

companion of Prophet Muhammad (S.W.A) , Anas bin Nallar (& o )

was martyred and his body had received more than 80 wounds of spear,
sword and arrows. Moreover, the polytheists of Makah deformed his body
that made his identity difficult. Even the companions of Prophet Muhammad
(S.W.A) could not identify him, until his sister came and identified him with
the help of his fingertips.?

Amongst these identifying elements, the most important throughout
the history is the fingerprints. The modern forensic development has brought
more reliable techniques in this field. In addition to it, blood analysis and
DNA test are becoming more common because of their accuracy. DNA
fingerprints are much more accurate than fingerprints, hence, has more
ability to take the place of common fingerprint in the Islamic evidence
system.

In the Islamic evidence system, the apparent resemblance is also an
important judicial reason s,5 b Manlll-e-Shar‘[]. Umm al-Mumin[n,
Umm-e-Salamah narrates: "Um-e-Sulaym said, 'O Alllh's Apostle! AlllTh

does not refrain from saying the truth! Is it obligatory for a woman to take a
bath after she gets nocturnal discharge?' He said, 'Yes, if she notices the

(1) IOMS, "al-Munallzamah al-Isl[Imiyah li al-'Ul[Jm al-[ibbiyah." Accessed Jan 2, 2014
(2) Al-Bukhari, Sahth al-Bukhart.V. 04, 19, Hadith No. 2805.
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water (i.e. discharge)." Um-e-Salamah smiled and said, 'Does a woman get
discharged?' All[1h's Apostle said. 'Then why does a child resemble (his or
her mother)(""?

It shows that in Hadith, genetic resemblance is also considered to
some extent, although it is not such a strong evidence as may become base
of several legal decisions. The Islamic judicial system does not depend upon
a doubtful evidence and according to the Islamic jurisprudence, in case of
doubt, the benefit goes to the accused. In other words, in the presence of
stronger evidence, the weaker or doubtful evidence if contradicts becomes
less important. In the case of parentage, the evidence of the marriage bed
and acceptance of child from the owner of the bed is the strongest evidence
in the Islamic judicial system. In the same way, it occurred in the case of
Hillll bin Umayyah. ‘Abdu’llllh Ibn ‘Abblls narrates that Hillll bin
Umayyah accused his wife of committing illegal sexual intercourse with
Shark bin Salmah and filed the case before the Prophet ((S.W.A )) . The
Prophet ((S.W.A )) said (to Hilll]), "Either you bring forth a proof (four
witnesses) or you will receive the legal punishment (lashes) on your back."
Hillll said, "O Alllh's Apostle! 1f anyone of us (S.W.A ) a man over his
wife, would he go to seek after witnesses?" The Prophet ((S.W.A )) kept on
saying, "Either you bring forth the witnesses or you will receive the legal
punishment (lashes) on your back." Hill'/] then said, "By Him, Who sent you
with the Truth, I am telling the truth and All[Th will reveal to you what will
save my back from legal punishment." Then Gabriel came down and
revealed to the prophet ((S.W.A)),

@ gl S Gulish

As for those who accuse their wives..." The Prophet
((S.W.A ))recited it till he reached

) 4 sbatall fw B 51
(her accuser) is telling the truth.’

Then the Prophet (S.W.A) left and sent for the woman, and Hilll/
went (and brought) her and then took the oaths (confirming the claim). The
Prophet (S.W.A) was saying, "All[Th knows that one of you is a liar, so will
any of you repent?" Then the woman got up and took the oaths and when
she was going to take the fifth one, the people stopped her and said, "It (the
fifth oath) will definitely bring Alllh's curse on you (if you are guilty)." So

(1) Ibid. V 04, P 132, [Jad[Jth No. 3328.
(2) Al-Qur’[n, al-N[r, 24:06
(3) Ibid. 09
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she hesitated and recoiled (from taking the oath) so much that we thought
that she would withdraw her denial. But then she said, "I will not dishonor
my family all through these days," and carried on (the process of taking
oaths). The Prophet (S.W.A) then said, "Watch her; if she delivers a black-
eyed child with big hips and fat shins, then, it is Sharllk bin Salimah s
child."

Later she delivered a child of that description. So the Prophet
((S.W.A)) said, "If the case was not settled by All[1h's Law, I would punish
her severely.(V "

In this Hadith The prophet ((S.W.A )) described the resemblance of a
child, but, didn’t decide according to it, as Alllh’s order about Li ‘[1n has
already been revealed. This incident shows that apparent resemblance as
compared to the marriage bed or eyewitnesses is a weaker evidence as the
sacredness of the marriage bed is determined by A//[1h, until one claims
seeing fornication (i.e., Li ‘[1n).

In this case, the eyewitness of Hill |l bin Umayyah was a stronger
evidence than resemblance, which cut off the parentage of the child and the
resemblance of the child further stamped the decision to be true. We are not
discussing about the affirmation of parentage, but we are discussing about
criminal cases. In crimes apparent resemblance is not sufficient to prove a
person as an offender of the crime and needs additional evidences. If an
eyewitness provides only an evidence of the resemblance of a person and he
has no surety about the identification, then, the judge can issue an order for
the DNA test for comparison with the samples, collected from the body of
the victim. If the accused, seeing such evidences, confess the crime, then,
we may say that the proof of the crime depends upon his confession, not on
the DNA test, as the DNA test is only an additional and supporting
evidence. In the absence of confession and insufficient evidences, the judge
should not issue the order of [ladd or Qilll1[] (legal penalty, vengeance)
but he can issue the order of 7a z[1r (rebuking punishment). In short DNA
should not be preferred to the Divine Legal evidences, however, it has
importance in our judicial system and should be given due importance.

Like apparent resemblance there is also a doubt in tracing (Qiyllfah),
however, it is also an important legal evidence and the majority of
A’immabh, the classical Islamic jurists accept it, although Hanafites do not
accept is because of its doubtfulness. Those, who accept it, do accept it until
higher evidence predominate it, as in the case of Mujl/ziz Mudlajl] (who
was a famous tracer of Arab) declared that Us[Imah bin Zayd was the son of
Zayd bin [J[rithah, The prophet ((S.W.A )) felt joy on this incident that he

(1) Al-Bukh(r[], Hall ][] al-Bukh(lr(1. V.6, 100, [Jad[1th No. 4747.



Importance of evidence of DNA 29

told the quotation of Muj[ziz to [lallrat ‘[]’ishah. The colour of Zayd bin
ThObit was white, but Us[Jmah was dark-skinned as his mother was a dark-
skinned but the people started pointing at the parentage of Uslimah bin
Zayd for that the prophet ((S.W.A )) felt grief, because these father and son
both were loved by the prophet ((S.W.A )). The parentage of Us[Imah was
sure because of a stronger evidence that was the marriage bed, however the
saying of Mujllziz Mudlajl] caused strength to it that made the prophet
((S.W.A )) merry.(1) The DNA test as compared with tracing is much more
accurate and therefore, where tracing can’t be accepted as a legal evidence,
DNA can be accepted unless any of the stronger Divine Legal evidence
predominate it.

Identification of the Victim:

Sometimes it becomes important to identify the victim, as in the
cases of bomb blasts or accidents when a corpse becomes defaced and
unidentifiable. In such cases, a sample from the body of the victim is
collected and analyzed for DNA matching with the pre-existing library, if
record is found and DNA matches, the victim is identified, otherwise,
sometimes later on, the record of the kith and kin becomes available and
matches the victim; in case of the death of a victim, the decision about the
heritage becomes implemented. It is the authority of the judge to issue order
for DNA test of the corpses for the identification of deceased persons, so
that, their heritage may be divided between his heirs. Without the legal order
and laboratory identification, neither heritage should be distributed, not his
wives should be allowed to marry another person.

Sometimes, the identification of the victim becomes more important
to reach the offender of the crime, because in criminal cases, crime is
knotted with pre-existing reasons, and commonly the offenders are found
amongst his near and dear.

Identification of Missing Persons:

DNA has gained importance in the identification of missing persons,
especially, in the cases of bomb blasts, sudden death at an unknown place,
deaths in natural disasters, identification of unknown deceased persons, etc.

At times missing person reaches home after a long time when there
is no person alive to identify him, (i.e. his peers have passed away) then his
identification may be done by DNA matching.

After so long a period, the return of a person is considered
exceptional and the Islamic jurisprudence does not consider exceptional

(1) Ibid. V 04, 189, Hadith No. 3555
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cases according to the legal principle “la ‘Ibrata li al-NUdir” s\ 5,s 3

(exceptional case should not be considered), however, DNA test may be
able to reduce the status of exceptional to regular. However, this issue is
researchable and has, yet, not been discussed in any college of collective
jurisprudence (Al-Majma ‘ al-Figh!)).

Role of DNA in the Exculpating an Accused:

In the criminal cases, the Islamic principle is “al-A[ll al-Barl] at al-
dhimmah”V @l & 128 (primarily every person is exculpated from any

liability), and an accused is exculpated until there are sufficient evidences
available to prove him a culprit. It is necessary for a judge to try his best to
save a clean-handed person from false accusation. DNA test may be helpful
in proving that the person was not there at the place of crime, even if other
biological evidences were available in a sufficient amount to solve the case
or to prove another person as an offender. Every person is considered
exculpated from a crime until sufficient evidences are available to prove him
an offender.

At times DNA test identifies a person which results in the
exculpating the clean-handed persons from accusation. The criminal record
has several examples when a person proves guiltless after the imprisonment
of several years, after the invention of DNA test, whether the accused was
sentenced to punishment, and later on DNA test proved that the culprit was
another person. For example a person in Idaho, a state in the USA, was
sentenced to death in the case of killing a young girl after rape. After
spending 18 years in jail, when DNA test revolutionized the forensic
science, he requested the court to conduct the DNA test, and match with the
samples of semen taken from the corpse of the deceased girl. Moreover,
while resisting the murderer, the samples of the hair of the murderer were
also found in the nails of the girl. After analysing, it was found that both the
samples did not belong to that person, that proved him exonerate from the
said crime.® In the absence of DNA test, the said person has to wait for 18
years in jail for his exoneration.

This happens often in the cases of rape when samples from vagina
carry the semen of a specific person and the accused has no DNA matching
with the samples. Therefore, DNA test is necessary for saving a guiltless

(1) A Committee of Scholars and Jurisprudents of Othaman Kaliphate, Mujallah al-Ahkam
al-'Adliyah, 1 (Karachi: Nor Muhammad Karkhanah-e-Kutub, Aram Bagh) 17.
(2) Allison Jackson, "Mint Press News," (2014)

http://www.mintpressnews.com/people-spent-decades-jail-crimes-didnt-
commit/190555/ (18-12-2014)
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person from the accusations of prostitutes, who try to blackmail the wealthy
gentlemen in order to deprive them of their wealth.

DNA in the Quest of Offender:

In criminal cases to save an exonerate person is as important as to
search the offender, so that, he may be brought to the due punishment.
Several countries have developed libraries of DNA of suspicious persons,
which is easy to compare to find the offender of the crime. Pakistan is also
working to establish such library. However, it should be an additional
evidence, not the primary evidence, as is described in the above lines.

Liability and Conditions of DNA Test:

A person can request for his own DNA test only on the advice of a
doctor to diagnose a genetic disease, and the laboratory should be bound to
reveal only the desired information, so that the society may be saved from
deterioration by divulging the hidden realities, i.e., parentage, etc.
According to the Islamic Law, in the criminal cases, this authority is handed
over to the judges and no other person can order or request for a DNA test.
In the cases of crimes, the governments should establish an independent
organization with highly qualified experts and machinery for DNA tests, to
obtain maximum accuracy, and this organization should be monitored by a
committee of senior judges, forensic scholars, and researchers of high moral
character. For a legal decision the report from at least two laboratories
should be considered, if it matches without consulting each other, otherwise,
the result is doubted and cannot become base for a legal decision. At
present, only one forensic laboratory is working in Pakistan, which is an
alarming situation. The staff of the laboratory should not be told the nature
of case to save the result from intervening variables. The staff of the
laboratory should not have any relation with the accused, offender or victim.

The Status of DNA Test in the Legal Evidences:

In the traditional Islamic judicial system, following are the evidences
accepted in the courts:

1. confession 2. eyewitness 3. oath4. personal knowledge of judge

5. convincing presumption 6. consulting with other judges for a
decision 7. tracing/ Qiyl[lfah 8. insight 9. expert opinion

10 Istil 1h[1b-e-1[ 1] (maintaining the current situation) 11. tradition

12_ habit 13. toss.
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Amongst the evidences confession and eyewitness are superior to
DNA test. However, the DNA test is superior to oath-taking, personal
knowledge of the judge, consultation with other judges, tracing, insight and
toss, because, all these evidences have doubt, greater than the DNA test. It
could be considered parallel to convincing presumption “Qarllnah
QOUli‘ah” (b6 ay8), or expert opinion. If confession or eyewitness is

available, then they should be preferred to DNA test. But all other evidences
have less importance than the DNA test. The Islamic Organization of
Medical Science has issued the following decision:

“DNA test should not be kept in place of tracing which stands
on insight and guess, therefore it is a weak admeasurement
“Qil11 17 ($) and not to depend upon only DNA test in the proof of

parentage is because of invisibility of this matter (!

Dr. Saeed Buvezary ¥ and Dr. Wahbah al-Zulayl ] ® also consider
it as a convincing presumption.

Expert Opinion from Non-Believers:

In criminal cases, sometimes, expert opinion becomes inevitable and
the experts in a relevant field are available only amongst the non- believers,
as European nations are leading in science and technology these days. Islam
gives permission of asking for expert opinion from non-believer with some
terms and conditions, if this action is not insulting for Islam or Muslims and
the secrets or flaws of Muslims should not be told to non-believers. That
was why, the non-believer experts attended the conferences of the Islamic
Organization of Medical Science, held in Kuwait. In this respect ‘Allimah
Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr says:

“And this indicates at its permissibility to consult with un-
believer in the field of medicine, if he is an expert in it”®-

The prophet ((S.W.A)) also ordered Sa ‘d bin Ab[l Waq!ls, to consult a un-
believer medical expert, as he was an expert in it.()

(1) IOMS, "al-Munal[Jamah al-Isl[imiyah li al-'Ul[/m al-[]ibbiyah."
http://islamset.net/arabic/abioethics/basma/basmal.html (Summary of Discussion
Group) (18-12-2014)

(2) Saeed Bowaizri, Nazr([ h fi Qar[Ir[]t al-Mu'tamir[ ]t wa al-Maj[/mey' al-Fighiyyah al-
Muta'allaq bi al-Qall[ly[] al-[]ibbiyah (Tizi Ouzou: Jami'ah Mawl[1d Mu[lmir[],
Kuliyah al-[uqq) 12.

(3) al-Zuhayl[]. Dr.Wahba, QallJy[] al-Figh wa al-Fikr al-Mu'assir (Damascus, D[r al-
Fikr, 1427AH, 2006 AD) 428

(4) Muhammad 'Abd al-Hayy bin 'Abd al-Kabir ibn Muhammad al-Hussayni (D 1382AH)
Al-Katani, al-Tratib al-ID(riyah, 01 (Beirut: Dar al-Arqam, 1346 AD) 352.
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The Islamic judicial system divides the crimes into the following categories:
1. Crimes liable to the Divine penalties ([ lud! 1d).

2. Crimes liable to the Divine Legal vengeance (Qil1[][1) or Blood
money (Diyyat).

3. Crimes liable to supplementary rebukes (7a z[ 7).
Use of DNA Test in the Crimes Liable to Divine Penalties (al- 1ud| |d):

These are the crimes on which Allllh has declared the legal
punishment as “The boundaries of All[Th” (dwssa-) CludIdu’lllIh, i.e.

Fornication, liquoring, theft, etc. Islam has defined specific legal evidences
to prove such crimes, and once a crime is proved by the predefined standard
of evidences, judge, commander, ruler or Muslim subjects cannot forgive
the proved crime and the divine punishment becomes compulsory to be
implemented.”) Although such crimes can be proved by DNA test or other
ordinary forensic or laboratory methods, however, the Divine penalty can’t
be sentenced, but the nature of crime should be descended to the
supplementary rebuke-able (7az[lr[]) crime. For example, if four
eyewitnesses did not observe the penetration during fornication, the Divine
penalty could not be sentenced, however, if DNA proves that the fornication
occurred between the said two persons, the judge may sentence
supplementary rebuke to save the society from such destructive actions.® It
is also possible that this rebuking punishment (7a z[ /) may be equal to or
near to equal the divine penalty, as it happened in the decision made by
Umar, who sentenced the rebuking punishment equal to the divine penalty
to a woman, who came with the pregnancy, while she was unmarried. This
was not a divine penalty, because the Islamic principle is “al-[udld
Tudrau bi al-Shubuht”® _,LMJL, bt ss2xl (The divine penalties are
repulsed by the doubt).

Use of the DNA test in the Crimes liable to the Divine Legal vengeance
(Qil1l1[)) or Blood money (Diyyat):

(1) AblJ 'Umar Yousuf bin ‘Abdu’ll[Th bin Muhammad Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, al-Isti'ab fi
Ma'rifah al-Ashab, 1 (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1412 AH, 1992 AD) 283.

(2) A Committee of Scholars, al-Mu'assisah al-Fighiyyah al-Kuwaytiyah, 04 (Kuwait:
Wazlrah al-Awq[f wa al-Sha'un, 1404 - 1427AD) 245.

(3) Dr. Shaima 'Ata All[Jh, "Dawr al-Ballmah al-War[Isiyyah fi al-Ithb[t al-Nasab,"
(2012) Accessed Dec 18,
2014 http://www.shaimaaatalla.com/vb/showthread.php?t=14012

(4) Mullammad Am[In bin 'Umar Ibn '[Ibid[In, Radd al-Mo[t[Ir 'Al[J al-Durr al-
Mukht[r (Beirut: D[Jr al-Fikr, 1992) V 6, 549.
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Divine legal vengeance or blood money belongs to the rights of
human beings and the human beings are allowed to forgive their rights. In
such cases, DNA and other forensic evidences are accepted to ensure the
sacredness and to preserve the lives and wealth of people. But in the absence
of divine legal evidences, supplementary rebuking punishment should be
sentenced.

Use of DNA Fingerprinting in the Crimes Liable to
Supplementary Rebukes (7a‘z[r):

All other crimes that are not discussed in the Qur’['n and Sunnah,
are left to the opinion of the judge and ruler and such crimes are liable to
supplementary rebuke. DNA test and all other evidenced are used in such
cases not only to prove the crime but also to sentence a punishment. The
Islamic jurisprudence has defined minimum and maximum supplementary
rebukes according to the nature of crime considering the situation, habit,
traditions and certainties of the period.

“It 1s the legal undefined quantity of punishment that becomes
compulsory for the right of Alll’h or the right of man in almost
certainly all crimes not liable to divine legal vengeance, blood money
or compensation.!”

When we classify the types of crime, we come to know that in all
types of crimes, the DNA test is used as a legal evidence, however, the
nature of every crime makes its importance more or less and the nature of
penalty becomes different because of the nature of crime. However, the
DNA test when used with the combination of other evidences gathers more
importance. ‘Alllimah Ibn ‘[1bidIn has discussed in detail the difference
between the crimes liable to divine penalty and supplementary rebuke.®

A Comparative Study of International Institutions of Collective Ijtih(['d
(Sl 3gr Y1 aexe) in the Use of DNA Fingerprinting:

Al-Munal][Jamah al-Islamiyah li al-‘UllJm al-[Jibbiyah (IOMS,
Kuwait), in its eleventh seminar, held on 13 October 1992, discussed the
said topic and also formed a debate group for more research, in which it
suggested some points to achieve the highest standard of accuracy to be used

in the legal procedure. This institute allotted this technique a status higher
than Qiyl[ Ifah (tracing).(3) According to IOMS:

(1) Scholars, Al-Mu'assisah al-Fighiyyah al-Kuwaytiyah, V 12, 254.
(2) Ibn'llbid[In, Radd al-Mo(It[r 'All] al-Durr al-Mukht[11.V06, 549.

(3) Bowaizri, al-Nal Irah fi Qarar[ It al-Motamir[ ]t wa al-Majama' al-Fighiyyah al-
Muta'aliqah bi al-Qall[yah al-[libbiyyah. 12.
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“There is surety if on the body of the victim or in the
environment of the crime the DNA of a single person is
found, but it becomes doubted when more than one
person’s DNAs are found on a single article, and there is
probability that the person whose DNA is found there
may reached there after the occurrence of the crime, or
there may be any other type of doubt™"

It is clear from the resolution of IOMS that DNA test is not equal
even to the eyewitness as it is composed of the observation of a mindful
person.

“The process of DNA fingerprinting is a mechanical process,
therefore it can’t be measured parallel to the eyewitness, as the witness
is saying of a human, therefore, the number of repetitions of the
process of DNA is determined higher than an eyewitness, it is
suggested three times or higher, contrary to the eyewitness, that is of
two male persons, majority of Ml ]lkiyah say that the eyewitness
should be with the word of “I witness” and all this can’t happen with
DNA test”® .

IOMS describes it as a convincing presumption, if it is used with the
combination of other evidences and terms and conditions. Its status is much
higher than tracing (Qiylfah). In criminal cases, if DNA fingerprinting
can’t prove a person offender of the crime, then maintaining the current
status (Jedt Gbeant) “Istil1L111b al-[1111” he should be exculpated. In the

Islamic world, DNA fingerprinting has not yet obtained the status of custom
and tradition of the society.®

In its 16" conference, held from 5-10 January 2002, AI-Majma * al-
Figh!l al-Isl'im[), Makkah, passed resolutions about the use of DNA in
family lineage and relating to its accuracy. The suggestions to obtain a
higher standard of accuracy were mainly borrowed from /OMS, however,
about criminal cases this institute suggested the following resolution:

“There is no legal prohibition, from an Islamic perspective, for
the use of DNA fingerprinting in deciding the criminal cases. It can be
used in the crimes other than [Tudlld or Qill[1[], as hadith forbids
sentencing divine legal penalties because of doubts," w2y sgumdt 159"

Idral] al-TJudlld bi al-Shubuh[Jt". Its use will assure justice in the

(1) IOMS, "al-Munall[Jamah al-Isl[Jmiyah li al-"Ul[Jm al-[Jibbiyyah." Accessed Oct 10,
2013, http://islamset.net/arabic/abioethics/basma/basmal.html

(2) Ibid.
(3) Ibid.
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society, crime ratio will decrease, criminal will be punished and who is
not guilty will be exculpated and it is one of the main objective of the
Islamic Law”.-()

From the above resolution it is clear that this college of collective
jurisprudence also believes in the issuance of divine legal penalties on
eyewitness and confession, however, supplementary rebukes may be
sentenced depending upon DNA fingerprinting.

Islamic Figh Academy, India, passed resolutions pertaining to DNA
fingerprinting in its 15™ summit held on 11-13 March 2006:

“The crimes liable to divine Legal vengeance (Qil]1[1[]), Blood
money (Diyyat) or divine legal penalties should not be decided only on
the base of DNA fingerprinting. However, while deciding crimes other
than [JudlJd and QilJ[I[], the judge can get help from it and if
necessary, can enforce for this® .

This institute, in its summit held in A/-Jazzier, on 13-18 September
2012, explained the types of presumptions that included DNA test and its
types, pictures, recorded voices and emails, etc. This summit proposed to
decide to use confession, eyewitness, oath, etc., but, if these evidences are
not available, then, convincing presumptions other than the above
mentioned stipulated evidences, should be used. This summit proposed to
make decisions using the convincing presumptions in all cases other than the
cases of [ludlld, Qilll[l[1 or Diyyat, during proceeding any other clue,
should not be present that may contradict these evidences. To prove the
rights of humans, the uncertain presumptions may also be used if the judge
has surety about his decision®. In short Al-Majma* al-Figh!| al-Isl"1m[,
Jeddah also agreed with the decision of IOMS, Kuwait.®

According to the [lud'ld Law of Pakistan act 06 and act 17, the
punishment of stoning should be sentenced only if the raper confesses it, or
four eyewitness provide the witness. Islamic council of Idiology explained
that in the cases of rape the punishment of stoning could not be sentenced on

(1) A Committee of Scholars, Qarar[ /h al-Majma' al-Figh[] al-Isl[im[], Mecca, from 1st
to 17th Conference (Mecca: Majma' Figh(J al-Isl'im[], 2004.AD) 343-345.

(2) IFA, Naey Mas(['il or Figh Academy kay Faysalay (New Delhi: IFA Publications,
2013 AD) 216.

(3) Dr. Ramdhan, "Qarar[t wa Taw[liyah Majma' al-Figh al-Isl[Im[]."
http://goo.gl/8f31hZ (19-12-2014)

(4) Prof. Ibr[Jh['m Bash(r al-Ghaw[1, "al-Damocratah wa al-Ulm[Iniyah," Mujallah al-

Majma' al-Figh al-IsllJm[ Under al-Mu'tamar al-Isl['m[], Jeddah (1982) P1079- 1084,
Vol 11.
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the only evidence of DNA fingerprinting. However, it may be used to verify
the central evidence.!!

Conclusion:

DNA fingerprinting is not directly associated with the traditional
evidences of confession, oath, personal knowledge, opinion of other judges,
tossing, insight, custom and tradition, however, it may be able to help the
above stated evidences. It resembles with forensic evidences, convincing
presumptions and expert opinion. Nevertheless, proving the crime or the
identification of the victim or the identification of the criminal, other factors
should not be ignored. The factors that may limit its accuracy and
objectivity include errors in collecting the samples, laboratory errors,
chimerism, erroneous interpretation and contradiction with other evidences.
Therefore, it is necessary not to punish any person only on the basis of DNA
fingerprinting, until other evidences attest it. It should be considered the first
strong clue in the decision making on which the investigation will proceed
successfully. However, in some crimes, i.e. rape or fornication, etc., it
becomes even stronger attesting evidence for the eyewitness, which may
create the surety for the judge to sentence stoning or whipping to the
accused, however, the sole DNA test is not a sufficient evidence for the
divine legal punishment ([udlld), however, supplementary rebuke
(taa zeer) may be sentenced. All the colleges of collective jurisprudence are
agreed on presenting it as a conclusive evidence only if other evidences
affirm it and judge becomes sure about the case. In the cases of Huddod,
Qill1l1[] and Diyyat it should be considered as a supporting evidence, not
the primary evidence, however, in the absence of stipulated evidences,
rebuking punishment may be given.

scee

(1) The Dawn, 18, September 2013.
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Social Welfare in the Religions of Subcontinent

(A Critical Study)
Dr. Atiq ur Rahman *

ABSTRACT

Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism are among the major religions of
Sub-continent. The present study highlights the fact that public welfare is
preached by all of these religions. Giving alms for the sake of public welfare
is an important part of various Hindu religious practices. The role of latest
reformist movements is also worth mentioning along with the Hindu
literature related with social well-being. Arya Sam[1j movement did many
activities for the welfare of people. The founder of Buddhism made efforts
for the betterment of mankind and used his religion and teachings to
propagate public welfare.

Buddhism rejected the caste system and played an important and
effective role to minimize the sufferings of affected community. In this
regard Islam rises to the highest pedestal as the topic of Holy Quran is Man.
It focuses not only on the worldly success of man but also his success in the
hereafter. Islam has gone a step ahead than other religions as the activities of
public welfare are considered worship in it. The rights of human beings are
given great importance and they are given no less importance than rights of
Allah. Moreover, the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) took noteworthy steps for the
welfare of whole mankind without any discrimination and these are
highlighted in this paper. Islam also gives lineaments of the methods and
modes of public welfare and goes beyond the other Semitic and non-Semitic
religions in this regard.

This paper explores and highlights the measures taken by the
mentioned religions in a comparative manner and also proves that Islamic
concept of social welfare is not only limited to human beings but it also
enfolds other living beings and even plants. Islam provides a complete road
map of public welfare. Islamic society not only progresses financially but it
also focuses on spiritual, ideological and social progress. The aim of social
welfare cannot be achieved unless equilibrium is maintained between rights
and duties. Islam not only stresses on the rights of the weak but also
safeguards the rights of the rich.

Keywords: Social welfare, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, charity.
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An important and organized way to solve the problems of mankind is
social welfare. Because it imply “the full range of organized activities of
voluntary and governmental agencies that seek to prevent, elevate, or
contribute to the solution of recognized social problems, or to improve the
well-being of individuals, groups, or communities™". Its core purpose is “to
aid disadvantaged, distressed or vulnerable persons or groups” ®. In the
present era, individual and institutional efforts are executed in this regard.

Today man is making positive efforts in helping mankind. The
reason behind this awakening is undoubtedly the religion because it is most
influential reality of man's life. Religion not only influences individual and
public institutions but religious beliefs and deeds also affect the human
relationship®. It helps in the understanding and solving man's problems.
That is why the ideas of social welfare and public good are clearly described
in all the major religions of the world. Although there is long list of religions
of the world, but in the present study only those religions are focused which
are major religions of Subcontinent. The reason behind this selection is that
there is a blend of Semitic and non-Semitic religions in Subcontinent.
Hinduism and Buddhism are non-Semitic whereas Islam is Semitic. These
three are considered the major religions of Subcontinent because Hinduism
and Islam influenced majority of population. As far as Buddhism is
concerned, it is included in the study because it originated and flowered in
this region. In this research paper the study of Hinduism, Buddhism and
Islam are included so that their point of views regarding the public welfare
can be highlighted.

The Teachings of Social Welfare in Hinduism

Hinduism has an ancient history. People were divided into four
social orders in the times of Vedas. According to this division the Brahmins
were given priority over Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra. The Vaishya were
considered higher than Kshatriya and sudra. The sudra belonged to the
lowest social order. Despite this division of classes it cannot be said that
there was no concept of public welfare in Hinduism. In fact it is preached in
religious literature.

A great importance is attached to D[n (charity) in Hinduism. It is
binding upon the followers to give alms on daily basis and it is an important

(1) Encyclopedia of Social Work, (National Association of Social Workers, 1971), 1I:
1446.

(2) Encyclopedia Britannica, (Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., 1998), X: 923.

(3) Edward R. Canda, “Religious content in Social Work Education,” Journal of Social
work Education, Vol.25, No.1, 1989, 36.
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part of religious festivals.. V' Al-Bayr[In[] has discussed thirty six festivals
in his travelogue and in twenty two out of these, giving alms is mandatory.®
It is also binding on the occasion of Y[#r[] (pilgrimage).””) In major and
famous religious treatises giving alms is not only stressed but those who do
not give alms are condemned. In Rigveda there is condemnation for those
who do not spend on friends and spending only on one's self is considered a
sin. Same idea is also presented in GLI¢[1.(> The rules mentioned in the
law of Manu also show that giving alms was basic part of religious life.®

About the creation of world the Purllllas tell that there are many
eras of the world. Every era is the era of a Mah!|-Yuga. There are four
Yugas in one Mah)-Yuga. Three Yugas have passed from the present Yuga
in which mankind faced decline. Now fourth Yuga is passing and is known
as Kali Yuga. Social decline is at its peak in this Yuga. Vedas have been
forgotten and the Brahmins have lost prestige.””’ During Kali Yuga, only
D[In remains as the sole foot upholding Dharma. Therefore, people are
advised to focus on d[In during the present age, Kali Yuga. So giving alms
is considered the most important religious practice in the present era. There
are a few rules for giving alms. For instance alms must be given to the
deserving on appropriate time.®) Hindus also believe that giving alms never
goes waste and is rewarded at each occasion.”’

Although the Brahmins are given priority for accepting alms but it
should also be spent on deserving people and it has been stressed in
Hinduism. It rises above social orders and the poor, needy, friends, parents
and hungry are included in this list.1? Serving the guests is regarded as a

(1) Al-Bayr[n[], Kitab al-Hind, (Lahore: Al-Faisal Nashran, 2005),1 : 186.
(2) Ibid.,I:205-213.

(3) Ibid,I:180.

(4) Rigveda X. 117

(5) The Bhagavad Gita, trans. Franklin Edgerton (Harvard University Press, Cambridge,
1972), III. 118.

(6) The Laws of Manu, trans. G. Buhler, (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1886), 1. 86.

(7) Madeleine Biardeau, Hinduism: The Anthropology of a Civilization, (New Delhi,
0.U.P, 1989),102.; Sanjay Agarwal, Daan and other Giving Traditions in India, (New
Delhi, AccountAid, 2010), 35.

(8) Bhagavad Gita, XVII. 20-23

(9) Swami Dayanand Saraswati, An English Translation of the Satyarth Prakash, (Lahore:
Virjanand Press, 1908), 350.

(10) Leona Anderson, “Contextualizing Philanthropy in South Asia”, in Philanthropy in
the World Traditions,ed. W.F. Ilchman et al. (Indiana: Indiana University Press,
1998), 63.
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great deed and is called Dev puja.’ The heirs of the deceased offer sixteen
meals during the first year of death.?) Moreover in ancient literature there is
evidence of attending the sick. In the third century BC, Asoka established
hospitals and also clinics for animals.®

Modern movements for public welfare have proved more useful than
the movements of the ancient times. Due to this many works of social
welfare gained momentum and practically it proved useful in getting rid of
four social orders. It is clear that these movements were direct result of the
influence of Islam and Christian missionaries. The activities of Hindu
reformer Sahaja Anand Swami are valuable as he established welfare houses
and wells in the time of famine. Although he did not succeed in abolishing
the caste system but because of his activities Gujrat became well off.*)
Moreover the Arya Sam[]j movement by Swami Dya Anand in last quarter
of nineteenth century did many activities of social welfare. Swami Dya
Anand himself established the first Hindu orphanage. The Arya Saml]j
worked for providing relief during famine, providing medical help during
days of epidemic, attending the sick and carrying out the funeral of the
dead.® It also raised voice for the second marriage of the virgin widows and
did efforts to abolish caste system.

Social Welfare in Buddhism

The basic focus of Buddhism is on social welfare and public good.®
Gotham Buddha preaches his followers to help people. He preached his
followers to move in the streets instead of settling at one place and help the
people.??

Charity is highly appreciated in Buddhism and a lot has been written
in religious literature in this regard. Buddha was well aware of the
advantages of giving alms. According to him if people become aware of its
advantages then they will surely share their wealth with people and save

(1) Saraswati, Satyarth Prakash, 325.
(2) Al-Bayr[nl], Kitab al-Hind, 2 : 517.

(3) P.V.Kane, History of Dharmasastra, (Poona: Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute,
1941), Part-I, 11, 4.

(4) Rana Amjad, Social Welfare and Religion in the Middle East, (U.K.:The Policy Press,
University of Bristol), 2009, 31.

(5) Lajpat Rai, The Arya Samaj, (London:Longmans, Green and Co., 1915), 219.

(6) Bhikku Bodhi, Introduction to The Dhammapada, trans. Acharya Buddharakkhita, ,
(Kandy: Buddhist Publication Society, 1985), 9.

(7) Walpola Rahula, The Heritage of the Bhikkru, (Canada: Grove Press, 2007), 3.



Social Welfare in the Religions of the Subcontinent 37

their hearts from the stains of greed.!"’ Close fisted people finally meet
decline.® According to Buddhist philosophy greed is one of the three evils
which are hurdles in the way of getting wisdom. So the importance of
charity increases because it saves from greed and also brings advantage in
the hereafter.

In addition to giving material benefit, Buddhism also stresses on
sharing knowledge and skills. In other words imparting education is a good
deed as giving food to the needy. This custom is quite contrary to the Hindu
Brahmins who monopolize the education as well as resources.® Buddha not
only accepted alms but also gave alms in his life. To him the animals should
also be treated with kindness. A story is attached to his name that once he
came across a lioness who was so weak that she could not feed her cubs.
Buddha put himself before her so that she may eat him and feed her cubs.®
A person having such kindness for animals must have more passion to serve
humanity. The hungry are fed on daily basis and especially on religious
festivals so that their forefathers may get peace in the other world.®®

Buddha did many efforts for the public welfare in his life. He told
the traders to give full measure and not to trade the illegal things. Such kinds
of instruction are given on various places in A guttaraniklya the religious
book of Buddhism.©® In the time of Buddha there were some unjust rulers
and he preached those rulers to treat their subject with justice and waive the
heavy taxes imposed by them.”” There are ten rules set out for rulers in
Buddhism and they all aim at public welfare.®) According to Buddha the

(1) Ttivuttaka: This Was Said by the Buddha, trans. Thanissaro Bhikkhu, (Barre,
Massachusetts: Dhamma Dana Publications, 2001), 17.

(2) Suttanipata, I. 6.

(3) Urgan Sargharakshita,The Essential Sangharakshita, (U.S.A., Wisdom Publications
Inc, 2009), 571.

(4) Hendrik Kern, Jatakamala, ed. Arya Sura, (Cambridge, Harvard Oriental Series,
HarvardUniversity Press, 1895,) 1, Iff;

(5) Husain M. Ilyas, Buddh Dharam....Aik Taruf, Seh Roza Dawat, New Delhi, February
16, 1995, 11.

(6) Rahula, Bhikkhu, 4.

(7) Helmer Smithy, ed. The Commentary on the Dhammapada/Dhammapadatthakatka
(U.K.: The Pali Text Society, 2007), II, 592.

(8) Ten rules are as follow: 1.Dana/charity, 2.Sila/morality, 3.Paricaga/altruism,
4.Ajjava/honesty, 5.Maddava/gentleness, 6.Tapa/self-control, 7.Akkhoda/non-anger,
8.Avihimsa/non-violence, 9.Khanti/forbearance, 10. Avirodhana/uprightness; Jeffery
Haynes, ed. Routledge Handbook of Religion and Politics, (U.S.A.: Routledge, 2009),
12.
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circle of social welfare is very wide. In his life time he visited far flung
tribes and helped in resolving their rows.!

The division of human beings on social level is very famous on the
soil of Subcontinent. Hindus divided the human beings in four castes and
because of this social inequality was at its peak. In this situation Buddhism
played radical role and upgraded the honor of humanity. It preached the
division of human beings on the basis of their deeds rather than caste.
Buddha preached that no one is better for being born in the family of
Brahmins and no one is lower to others for being born in the family of
sudra. Those who do good deeds are better and those who do bad deeds are
lower than others.®

In Buddhism all those acts which can harm humanity are illegal and
all those acts which help mankind are preached. On one occasion it is said:

“One who destroys life, utters lies, takes what is not given, goes to
another man’s wife, and addicted to intoxicating drinks such a man digs up
his own root even in this world.” ®

Social Welfare in Islam

Islam focuses on the welfare of mankind in this world and the
hereafter. Helping the needy and the weak is stressed and given high place.
The weak and the needy include widows, divorced women, travellers,
orphans and slaves.* Helping the needy is binding upon the Muslims. Many
human needs are fulfilled with money and extending monetary help is basic
in this regard. For this reason Zakat is an important religious binding.’ The
people who can take zakat and alms are listed in the Holy Qur’[1n. Allah
says:

&5 vl iy Gl Gbetaly ooty oAl Az W
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(1) Buddhaghosa, Samantapasadika,Commentary on Vinayapitaka, (Lycee Bouddhique
Preach Suramarit, 1966),I, 50-51.

(2) Ahmad Abdullah Al-Masd[s[], Mazahab Alam — Aik Mu‘ashart[] wa Siy[Is[
Jaizah, (Karachi: Maktabah Khuddam-e-Millat, 1598) 192.

(3) The Dhammapada, Ch.18, 246-247.

(4) e.g., Al-Baqarh 2 : 83, 177, 215, 234, 240; Al-Nisa 4 : 4, 12, 19, 75, 92; Al-Anfal § :
41; Al-Tauba 9 : 91, 92; Al-Noor 24 : 24, 61; Al-Ahzab 33 : 5; Al-Hashr 59 : 7.

(5) Al-Bukhlr[], Muhammad b. Ismail, Sah[h Al-Bukh[r[], (Al-Riy[Idh: Dar al-
Salam, 2000), Had[/th No. 8.

(6) Al-Taubah 9 : 60.
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The alms are only for the poor and the needy, and for those
employed in connection therewith, and for those whose hearts
are to be reconciled, and for the freeing of slaves, and for
those in debt, and for the cause of Allah, and for the wayfarer.

Moreover giving alms in the way of Allah is stressed in Holy
Qur’[Jn on numerous occasions.” About twenty verses in the Holy Qur’[In
discuss this subject. The basic needs like dress and food are not overlooked
in Holy Qur’[In.(? Fulfilling the needs of people is not only stressed but
those who do not do it are warned.”) The Holy Book introduces a unique
dimension of public welfare and takes the view that intercession of the
needy is also welfare.®

A study of Ahl]d[t shows that the circle of social welfare is quite
wide in Islam. The Holy Prophet S.A.W has clarified the ideas of social
welfare mentioned in the Holy Qur’[In. Children, sick, old, prisoners and
animals are included in this list and there are a lot of "Ahl]d[Jt in this
regard.

The Holy Prophet S.A.W stressed upon the resolving of issues
between quarreling parties, providing help to the unemployed and
facilitating the marriage of the willing persons.® Putting hurdles in the path
of people®®and teasing the pedestrians is also prohibited.”” Spilling the
garbage is also prohibited and clearing the harmful things from the path of
people is also ordered.®

Islam has directed the lender to extend the time limit of the return of
loan so as to provide relief to the indebted.®) To lend money to the needy is
considered charity and to extend time of the return of loan is double

(1) Al-Baqarah 2 : 274, 289; [l Imran 3 : 133; Al-Saba 34 : 39; Al-Had[1d 57 : 7; Al-
Hashr 59 : 9; Al-Muzzammil 73 : 20.

(2) Al-Nisa4:5; Al-Maidah 5 : 89.

(3) Al-Hlqqag 69: 34; Al-Fajr 89: 18; AI-M[1‘[1n 107: 1-3.

(4) Al-Nis[1” 4: 85.

(5) Prof. Am[Jr al-D[n Mahar, Islam Mail] Rif{Th ‘[Imah Ka Tasawwur aur Khidmat
Khalq Ka Niz[Jm; (Lahore: Nashriyat, 2009), 206.

(6) Abu Dawl]d, Sunan Abu Daw[]d (Al-Riy[][]: Dar al-Salam lil-Nashr wa al-Tauz[ 1,
2000), Had[th No. 2629.

(7) Muslim b. Al-Hajj[]j b. Muslim, Sah[Th Muslim, (Al-Riy[][]: Dar al-Salam lil-Nashr
wa al-Tauz[]*, 2000), Had[Jth No. 4028.

(8) Sah(lh al-Bukh(Jr[], Had[Jth No. 2707; Sah[Th Muslim, Had['th No. 100.
(9) Al-Baqarah 2: 280.
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charity.(')) The one who does not take back loaned money from the needy is
promised forgiveness from Allah.? On the other hand the indebted is asked
to return the loan on decided time. The Holy Prophet S.A.W did not offer
funeral prayer of the indebted person. The Holy Prophet S.A.W gave good
tidings to the one who pays the loan in place of the poor indebted person.®)

The welfare of neighbours is so much important that it is the
compulsory principle of belief in Allah and the Day of Judgment.®) Taking
care of neighbours is obligatory for a Muslim. The one whose neighbour
sleeps hungry is not considered a perfect mu’min.”® Luxuries of life must be
shared with neighbor and if not possible then must be hidden. The one who
is source of trouble for his neighbor is not fit to enter paradise.®

Islam has strictly prohibited negative monetary activities for the sake
of public welfare. The Holy Prophet S.A.W has cursed those who take or
give bribe.” Deceit in trade is har[Jm.®» Making a deal over another deal is
also prohibited.®) According to Islamic law, giving short measure is a crime
and considered cause of chaos in the world.!!” Adulteration is totally against
public welfare and the Holy Prophet S.A.W has denied having any relation
with a person doing it.') Moreover falsehood, abusive conversation, deceit,
guile, slandering, backbiting, theft, usury and not fulfilling promises are all
illegal acts in Islam.(?

Those who help others are helped by Allah.'* That is why a mu’min
does not focus on doing well for himself but he also strives to do good for

(1) Ibn Kathl[r, Isma‘[1l b. Umar, Tafs[Ir al-Qur’[In al-Az[Im, (Al- Riy[J[]: Dar
Cayyibah lil-Nashr wa Tauz[1¢, 1999), 1: 716.

(2) Sah(Th Al-Bukh(r[], Had Ith No. 2078.

(3) Daraqulinl], Ali b. Umar, Sunan Daraqu[ni (Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Ris[/lah, 1424
AH), 3: 64.

(4) Sah(h al-Bukh(r[], Had[th No. 6018.

(5) Baigahl[], Ahmad b. Al-Husain, Al-Sunan al-Kubra, (Beirut: Dar Al-Ma‘rifah, 1356
AH), 3: 10.

(6) Sahl1h Muslim, Had[th No. 46.
(7) Sunan Abu Dawl]d, Had[Jth No. 3111.
(8) Sah[Jh Muslim, Had[Ith No. 2564.

(9) Ibn Ml[jah, Abu Abd Allah Muhammad, Sunan Ibn M[Jjah, (Al-Riy[][]: Dar al-
Salam lil-Nashr wa al-Tauz[1‘, 2000), Had[1th No. 2607.

(10) HOId 11: 8; Al-Sh(lra 26: 10.
(11) Sah[Jh Muslim, Had[th No. 101.

(12) Shibll] Nu‘m[In[, Sayyid Sulaim[In Nadav[l, S[rat al-Nab[] (Lahore: Idara
Islamyat, 2002) 6:579-681.

(13) Sah[Jh Muslim, Had[Ith No. 6853.
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others. He solves their problems and addresses their grievances and as a
result gets reward from Allah in this world and the hereafter. According to a
Had[th:

D@y Gl 2 WEG s J& 25 )
Whoever alleviates the need of a needy persons, Allah will
alleviate His needs in this world and the Hereafter.

The rights of Allah hold an important and vital place in Islam. Public
rights are also given a lot of stress. Allah has connected His own rights with
the rights of people.? The Holy Prophet S.A.W considered the whole
humanity as one unit without distinction of colour, tribe and nation and laid
the foundation of public welfare.® Helping the public without any
distinction is so valuable that it is said to be the cause of Allah's blessing.
The Holy Prophet S.A.W said:

D((slatd) @t (5G55 23V JA1 15459 (i3 4 gds33 Osaz 1)

Merciful are shown mercy by Al-Rahman. Be merciful on the
earth, and you will be shown mercy from Who is above the
heavens.

Public Welfare and Practice of Holy Prophet S.A.W

Before Holy Prophet S.A.W the society was at its lowest level. The
humanity was in darkness of ignorance and mankind was disgraced. Human
society fell below the level of animals. Man was ignorant to his duties to
Almighty and his duties to other human beings. There was no consciousness
to upgrade life. In these conditions the Holy Prophet S.A.-W came as a
blessing. Allah says about him:

O madald da35 4y Sl g
“And We have sent you as grace towards all the worlds.”

In words of Sayed Suleman Mansur Puri, "the Holy Prophet S.A.W
invested all his life for the betterment, success, evolution, purification and

(1) Ibid.
(2) 1Ibid., Hadlth No. 2569.
(3) Ahmad b. Hanbal, Musnad, (Beirut: Moassasa al-Risalah, 1999), 3:272.

(4) Al-Termidh[l, Muhammad b. Isa, Jami al-Tirmidh[], (Al-Riy[][1: Dar al-Salam lil-
Nashr wa al-Tauz[1°, 2000), Had['th No. 1924.

(5) Al-Anbiy[’> 21 : 107.
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welfare of generations."! The Holy Prophet S.A.W took charge of the
betterment of humanity without any distinction. He took practical measures
for this purpose. Due to these measures he not only proved beneficial for his
contemporaries but also for the generations to come.

Even before getting the prophet hood his benevolence gained fame
among his people. At the age of thirty five he helped in the construction of
Ka’bah and resolved the matter of placing Hajar al-Aswad in a peaceful
manner. The matter of placing the sacred stone was very controversial
because all the tribes wanted to do this blessed task. The tribes were on the
verge of war but the wisdom of Holy Prophet S.A.W saved war. He also
took part in Hilf al-Ful1[1] which was a treaty to stop violence, to help the
poor and ensure safety of travelers. His participation in the treaty shows his
concern for public welfare. Hazrat Khadija states about his public life before
prophet-hood in these words:

S ey il (6,855 padaall (e S5y AST1 hasnd o (o Gl
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You do your duties to relatives, take burden of the weak, earn
for the poor, entertain the guests and help all the rightful
things.

Social welfare is an important dimension of the life of Holy Prophet
S.A.W. The study of his life shows that welfare of humanity was given
priority in the agenda of prophet hood. The speech of Hazrat Ja‘far Tayy[r
in the court of Negus, king of Axum, is a proof in this regard. He
summarized the teachings of Holy Prophet S.A.W in these words: "He
taught us to speak the truth, to return the entrusted things and to treat the
neighbors well. He stopped us from breaking with relations, having illicit
relations and doing violence. He stopped us from indulging in vulgarity,
falsehood, taking the wealth of orphans and slandering the pious women."(®

The Holy Prophet S.A.W also taught his followers to help humanity
and the history of Sah[Tbah RA is full of such incidents. It was the result of
the teachings of Holy Prophet S.A.W that those of his fellows who became
caliphs laid foundation of such acts of public welfare which the most
developed states of today cannot boast. The Sahl/ba RA always remained

(1) QU M. SulaimlIn SalmlIn Mans[rplir[], Rahmat lil-[Jlam[n, (Lahore:
Maktabah Islamiah, 2006), 2:301.

(2) Sah(lh al-Bukh([Ir[], HadlIth No. 3.

(3) Ibn Hish[Im, Al-S(rat Al-Nabaviyah. (Beirut: Dar al-Kit[ b al-‘Arab(], 1990) 1 :
362.
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busy in helping the humanity. Some of the examples of their great behavior
are given below:

1.

Hazrat Abu Bakar RA used to go to the house of a blind woman in
Madinah and did her chores.

After becoming caliph Hazrat Abu Bakar RA used to milk the
goats for those whom he used to do before becoming caliph.®

On one of his nightly patrol Hazrat Umer RA heard the cries of
children who were crying of hunger. He came to the national
treasure and brought back flour, meat, ghee and dates to the kids on
his own back. His servant insisted on taking the burden but he did
not allow him.®

Once Hazrat Jar[Ir bin Abdullah RA asked his servant to buy him a
horse. The servant made deal of a horse in 300 durhams and
brought the seller along with the horse to pay him. When Hazrat
Jar[Jr bin Abdullah RA S.A.W the horse he said to the seller that
this horse is worth more than 300 durhams and asked him if he can
sale it for 400 durhams. The seller agreed. Then Hazrat Jar[/r RA
went closer to the horse and said that this horse is worth more than
400 durhams and asked the seller if he will take 500 durhams for
the horse. In this way he kept on increasing the price of the horse
till 800 durhams was decided. He was asked why he gave so much
money instead of 300 for which the seller had agreed. He said that
he gave his word to the Holy Prophet S.A.W that he will always do
good to the public.®

After migration to Madinah, the Muslims faced a problem of
drinking water’s availability. There was just one well which was
the property of a Jew. The Holy Prophet PBUH declared the garden
in paradise in exchange of the well. Hazrat ‘Usm[In RA bought this
well and assigned as endowment in Allah’s name.

The mercy of Holy Prophet S.A.W is not limited to any special

group. He extended his mercy towards non-Muslim subject and prisoners,
strangers, animals and even trees and it can be found in his teachings. There

(1)
)
3)
(4)

)

Ibn al-Athlr, Al-KUmil fi al-TOrkh, (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1987), 2 :

Ibid, 2 : 272.
Shibl[J Nu‘m[Inl], Al-F(rllq, (Karachi: Dr al-’Ish[“at), 322.

Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqallIn[], Ahmad b.Ali, Fath al-Blr[], (Beirut: Dar al-
Ma‘rifah,1379AH), 1:183.

Jami‘ al-Tirmadh(J, HadJth No. 3703
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are many examples in this regard but keeping in view the length of this
paper only one incident is cited here. When Tham(Imah bin [th[]1 RA
embraced Islam he stopped the supply of grain to Makkah which caused
shortage there. The leaders of Makkah requested the Holy Prophet S.A.W.
These were the very leaders who persecuted the Muslims in Shi‘h Ab!]
T1lib and never allowed them food and laughed at the cries of children and
women. The Holy Prophet S.A.W responded with kindness and asked
Hazrat Tham[Jmah RA to restore the supply.("

In short social welfare is a wide subject which enfolds the whole
society. Islam enjoins upon its followers to treat parents and relatives with
kindness. It also imparts upon its followers to treat widows, orphans, poor,
sick, travelers and prisoners with mercy. The victims of natural disasters and
epidemics should also be treated well. In other words, Islam preaches to
treat humanity with kindness in all spheres of life.

Distinctions of Islam

1. According to Islam the ultimate end of all activities regarding social
welfare is to get closer to Allah and find His pleasure. A Muslim
does not want fame and worldly gains. He wants reward from Allah
for all his acts for public welfare. The sincerity which a Muslim all
these activities is not possible in other religions because there is no
foundations of Islamic creed, such as belief in Allah and belief in life
after death, behind such acts. So these two fundamental beliefs
positively influence the charitable affairs of Muslims

2. Islam does not only enjoin welfare of people upon individuals but it
also considers it the responsibility of state. Islam is distinguished
from other religions because Islamic state is responsible for welfare
of its subject. The rulers are held responsible for everything
regarding their subject. The basic reason of this sensibility is the
concept that they will be questioned about public affairs on the Day
of Judgment. Contrary to this the two other major religions i.e.
Buddhism and Hinduism do not entertain such a concept and hence
overshadowed by Islam. The statement of Hazrat Umer RA is very
important in this regard. He said:

If any baby goat is lost due to hunger on the bank of the
Euphrates, then [ will be held responsible for it on the Day of
Resurrection.®

(1) Sliratal-Nab(], 2: 602.

(2) Al-Allfah(In[], Abu Na‘[im Ahmad b. Abd Allah, Hilyat al-Auliyah wa [Jabaqat Al-
Afiyah, (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1988) 1: 53.
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3.

Islam provides a complete road map of public welfare. Islamic
society not only progresses financially but it also focuses on
spiritual, ideological and social progress. The matters of public
welfare hold a primary place in Islamic society.

The aim of social welfare cannot be achieved unless equilibrium is
maintained between rights and duties. Islam not only stresses the
rights of the weak but it also safeguards the rights of the rich.

Islam has also taken into account the natural order of creatures. The
other religions do not distinguish between human beings and animals
with regard to welfare. For example in Buddhism there is no
distinction between the welfare of animals and human beings. The
relatives are given no priority. In Hinduism the killing of a man is
equal to killing of animal. An animal can achieve the status of
mother of man. All these beliefs seem to be quite good but in reality
a man is the highest of creations and his needs must be given priority
to animals. Islam has discussed this matter in detail. (!

It is a common concept that the good deeds of man cease after his
death, whereas in Islam the unique and distinctive concept of
sadaqah jlriyah (ceaseless charity) is greatly stressed. This concept
establishes the great importance of public assistance in Islam as
compared to non-Semitic religions. So, Islam considers the matters
of social welfare as a source of eternal blessings. The bliss of any act
continues as long as people get benefit from it.

No religion in the world allows its followers to earn money from
unlawful means. In this regard all the religions are equal. The
peerless feature of Islam is that the acceptance of charity is totally
conditional to the legitimate earning. The money earned from
unlawful means is not acceptable at all. Islam does not approve the
use of illegal means for public welfare as it will provide shelter to
the illegal activities. The Holy Prophet S.A.W said:

O ((gobe oo o Y5 ol 1o B il ek )
All does not accept any Salllt (Prayer) without purification,
and He does not accept any charity from ghulll.

Some religions consider public welfare as sole purpose of religion.
This idea should be mended. Social welfare is given a lot of
importance in Islam but still it is considered a part of religion, not the

(1) SCiratal-Nab(], 4: 387.
(2) Sunan Ibn M[Jjah, Had[Ith No. 274.
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whole religion. Islam is a religion that propagates justice and
equilibrium in society. It does not approve of only doing acts of
social welfare. The rights of Allah must not be forgotten. There
should be no extremism in anything. All the matters are given due
importance in Islam. This point should be clear that social welfare is
a part of Islam not the whole Islam.

Conclusion:

Everyone wants to get help from others and this desire connects him
to the idea of helping others. That is why social cooperation began right
from the beginning of civilization. Social problems are there in every society
in every era and man has always struggled to overcome these problems. In
other words, social welfare has been a part of every society from ancient
times. Religion is the most important driving force behind the idea of social
welfare. Social welfare and religion are inseparable in the perspective of
Subcontinent.

In Hinduism there is a lot of stress on social welfare. The concept of
spending for public welfare is commanded in religious books like
Bhagavad-gt[], MUInava-Dharmall[stra and Vedas. Besides religion
Hindu leaders also did a lot for the betterment of the people. Their reformist
movements also took practical steps for public welfare. The movements of
Sahajanand Swami and Dayanand Saraswati are remarkable in this regard.

Buddhism also laid great stress on public welfare. Gautama Buddha
enjoined upon his followers to travel for the sake of social well-being. He
declared that the greatness of human beings does not lie in castes but in
being helpful to the masses. The activities against humanity are strongly
banned in Buddhism and efforts are made to propagate public welfare.

Islam has gone a step ahead than these two religions and the
activities of public service are considered worship in it. The rights of human
beings are given great importance and they are given no less importance
than rights of Allah. The Holy Prophet S.A.W established a welfare state
under his leadership and the Sah[/ba R.A carried out this mission and it is
manifest from their manner of governance. There are a lot of Qur’[Inic
verses and ah!ld )t that highlight the importance of public welfare. The
Islamic concept social welfare is not only limited to human beings but it also
enfolds other living beings and.



