301 &) g i) ¢ g2 ‘:2 W3leg 492 :gou.»,‘ﬂ\ (,L..J\

:\g'}’\.&?\ :\’..’JJJ\ Y o4 é idleg ﬂ)jrb:‘f\.q.’zz-‘)’\ ('Jw.\j\
Islamic Perspective on Societal Peace & harmony
andits fundamentals
ghad B pal w3
ABSTRACT

Islam is a religion of peace and harmony. The Islamic
teachings are guarantee of peaceful co-existence. A society which
practices Islamic teachings of peaceful co-existence, brotherhood and
cooperation makes advancement. Disharmony and non-tolerance
causes societal decline. The article focuses the importance of peaceful
co-existence in light of the Islamic teachings. Besides discussing the
principles of societal peace mentioned in the holy Qur’an and Hadith,
it has been elaborated that how these principles can be applied to
achieve and maintain societal peace and order in contemporary times.
The articles ends with some guiding principles and details as suggested
in the Qur’an and Sunnah. A Muslim society can prosper only by
adopting these principles in letter and spirit and resultantly their
differences will be a thing of past. These guiding principles are as
under:

= Justice and Equality.

» Guarantee to rights of all segments of society.

» Abiding the rulers in lawful.

* Promulgation of Islamic Sharia and observing its objectives.

* Adopting moderate and balanced approach in religious matters.
» Discharging the duty of preaching in light of Qur’an &Sunnah.
= Cooperation in righteous &lawful and avoiding conflict.

» Performing citizenry duties in light of Islamic Teachings.

» Participating in reformative activities of society.

Keywords: peaceful co-existence, righteous & lawful, avoiding
conflict, Promulgation of Islamic Sharia.
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Peace in the Holy Qur’an: An Objective Study
Tyl ). 5
ABSTRACT

It goes without saying that peace has been a hot issue in the

past;it is, still, a vital topic of discussion today, and it seems to
continue to draw the attention of people in the future. We witness
wars and destructions in several parts of the world. This has led to
killings of millions of people,left innumerable number of families
broken and displaced millions of people. We need to address it
earnestly.

The author of this dissertation has specified this topic with
reference to the Holy Qur’an, because being the book of Allah
Almighty, it means to us as the final constitution, the ultimate
torchlight for our guidance, and a great blessing to the whole world.

Peace means to be free from the calamities in this world and
in the hereafter. Usually,peace is used to imply an opposition to war
and violence between the nations. Peace is a virtue and it means
absence of evil, and, therefore, it is always praiseworthy.

The author of this paper deals with this topic by dividing it
into six sections. These are, ‘The Peace’ as one of the divine names
of Allah Almighty; Peace equals good; Peace is praiseworthy; Peace
in the sense of conciliation and security; Peace in the sense of
customary Islamic salutation; and Refutation of the objection that
Islam was spread by sword.

Keywords: Hot Issue,; Peace; Praiseworthy,Conciliation; Security
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The Role of Islamic Attributes in the Maintenanceof
Peace and Security

W Conzs.

ABSTRACT

This article focuses onthose special attributes of Islam, which
distinguishes it from other religions with respect to peacekeeping,
1.e., the rules and ethics, which inculcate peace and tranquility in the
soul and mind of an individual and society. Islam is the pioneer of
all the religions that emphasize upkeeping of peaceful relations
between their followers and others without any discrimination.

The connotations of the word Islam and the implications of its
various synonyms, its ethical teachings, rules and laws_ all convey
the message of peace. Therefore, a true believer is supposed to be
the one, who 1s endowed with peace.

To sustain harmony in the society, Islam prohibits mischief,
tribulations, aggression and violation of human rights, such as
freedom of religion and life. Likewise, Islam prohibits undue
offences against any religion, defiling religious beliefs and the holy
books, derogatory remarks against any sacred and reverend
personage, and extortion, theft, robbery, usury, etc.

The second discourse of this article deals with the Islamic
salutations. The objectives of Shari‘ah, in this regard, are to promote
good will, alleviate alienation of addressees, invite non-believers to
Islam and augment peaceful relations and coexistence with others.
The last section of this discourse deals with the injunctions, related
to the rules and ethics of warfare as instructed by Islam.

Keywords: Peace; Warfare; Mischief; Blasphemy, Salutations
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Islam: The Message of Peace and Tolerance
(Some examples from the Biography of the Holy Prophet&%)

o def ol LS
ABSTRACT

Islam is a religion of peace and tolerance. This fact is very
much evident from the very title of Is/am. In this research article, the
author explores the meaning of Islam, Salam (Peace), and Tasa muh
(Tolerance), lexicologically and technically, and finds the integral
mutual relationship between, Islam, peace and the observance of
tolerance.

Peace is the foremost feature and goal of Islam, to which this
religion leads and guides. The observance of tolerance is essential to
achieve a peaceful environment in a heterogeneous and pluralistic
human society. This paper confirms from the Quran, Ahadith and

Sirah of the holy prophet Muhammad &£ that how much Islam and

the prophet # of Islam are concerned about the maintenance of
peace and how intense the advice and the teachings of tolerance are
in Islam. Islam believes in the peaceful living with the people of
different faiths, cultures, creeds and colours. For this purpose, Islam
respects and ensures the observance of basic human rights and the
essential freedom of religion, thought, expression, etc.

The author determines the meaning, scope and parameters of
peace and tolerance, so as the Muslim may not misunderstand the
concept of peace and tolerance and may not go to the extent that
they compromise with the Islamic spirit.

Keywords: Islam; Peace,; Tolerance; Equality; Interaction; Da ‘wah.
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Peace and its practices in light of the biography
of Holy Prophet Muhammad #&

S A s
ABSTRACT

There is no doubt that Islam is a religion of peace which
ensures peace regionally and globally in the light of its teachings. It
is not only a religion of worship, but it is a religion includes ethics
and caring for others and takes care of the rights of individuals as

well as society. The life of Prophet Muhammad, %% is the best role
model in creating world peace atmosphere as He had ordered his
followers and believers to realize peace in their societies. Islam
guarantees peace even in war situation as it provides full protection
and refuge to all those innocents who do not participate in the war. It
is not unknown now that the contemporary world is witnessing
events that souls hate and hearts alienate which caused racisms and
populism and that their effects threatened communities and destroy
firm foundations of peace.

So inthis contemporary perspective, the importance
of research and writing about world peace increases subject to all

of the studies levels, whether in universitics or conferences

especially in light of the biography of Holy Prophet Muhammad #&.
In this research, I will focus on the following points: Peace and its

practical examples in of Holy Prophet Muhammad #&.
Explanation about the concept of peace and its practice in life of

Holy Prophet Muhammad #&.

Clarifying the most prominent contemporary security
challenges in the light of the Prophet's biography. Discussion on
common misconceptions about Global peace matter and their
correction in the sacred Biography of the Prophet Muhammad 4&.

Keywords: Global Peace, Muhammad, Biography, ethics, practical
examples
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Peace: The Foundation of Islam
‘g il slas s
ABSTRACT

This article deals with a very important and basic feature of
Islam on whose foundation the whole facade of Islam is erected, i.c.,
Peace.

If we study the Quranic injunctions, the sayings of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (%) and his kind actions i.e. his Sunnah, it
becomes quite obvious that our topic of research is the top most
concern of al-Shar’ah, because peace is the foremost attribute of
Islam. Islam means to prevail peace not only in the lives of the
people in this world, but in the hereafter, too.

In this research paper, the author has done his level best to
prove that peace and solidarity play an important role in all the
spheres and walks of life. Islam emphasizes it the most. Islamic
teachings regarding peace include an individual’s life affairs, as well
as the national and the international relations. We notice that all
actions taken by the holy Prophet (#) meant to spread peace among
the Muslims and the non-Muslims. The Holy Prophet (&) was
explicitly declared as ‘Rahmah 1i’l-‘Alamin’ (A mercy for all the
worlds) by Almighty Allah. We need to highlight and follow his
sublime example to let the Muslims and the rest of the world know
what Islam actually stands for; in a single word, it is just PEACE!

Keywords: Islam; Peace; Prosperity; Unrest; al-Shari’ah;
Quranic injunctions.
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Terrorism: Its Reasons and Remedy
*:}Qsjado.:
ABSTRACT

Terrorism is such a dangerous disease that has destroyed
peace of many nations of the world. Terrorism, in all its forms, is
condemnable. The author of this paper tried to encompass all the
important factors and causes, which generate and consolidate
terrorism in its different forms. This paper presents various causes of
the phenomenon of terrorism, which include the material causes, the
psychological causes, the behavioral causes, the political causes, the
social causes, the economic causes and the ideological causes.

The last segment of this dissertation discusses the remedies
of the problem of terrorism. The necessary measures and
suggestions have been suggested by the author to control the
monster of terrorism. These includes to promote a moderate
religious approach through education and preaching; to remove the
misconception of the west against Islam; to refine our education and
teaching methods by including relevant psychology and morality;
our youth needs to use their energy in the social welfare activities to
save them from becoming a victim of extremists and terrorists for
having no purpose of life and for being idle; the Muslim rulers need
to get close to their masses and remove alienation; a confident,
unanimous condemnation from the responsible circles of the society
should be promulgated; the youth must not rebel against their rulers
and must not indulge in the matters of excommunication.

Keywords:  Terrorism;  Extremism; Moderation; Education
Excommunication; Rebellion
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The Characteristics of the Speakers and the
Observance of theListeners to Secure Peacein Islamic
societies

U e s

ABSTRACT

The religious sermon and the speaker play a keyrole in the
Islamic societies in shaping and orienting the opinions, beliefs,
approach and behavior of the masses. Addressing people is a great
responsibility, for which the speakers will be held accountable to
Allah Almighty. Therefore, a speaker of Islam must be equipped
with sound knowledge of Islam and well acquainted with the present
time, too. Moreover, he must possesstherequired temperament of
tolerance, compassion and consideration, while speaking to his
audience. The example of the Holy Prophet Muhammad(:) provides
a complete model of conduct for today’s speakers. We notice that
audiences are moved with the eloquence of the speakers. A careless
speaker may drive his audience into the abyss of disappointment,
alienation from Islam, terrorism andextremism,etc.;On the other
hand, he can alleviate their ignorance, reshape them to become the
desired peaceful Muslims through his power of speech and influence
of his character.In this paper, the author, tried to make the Islamic
speakers realize their duties in respect of their audience in the light
of the Sunnah of the Prophet().

Keywords:Speaker ; Audience ; Sermon ; Orientation ;
Accountability

LT pdlels A dla) sl Y) sl lcansley Gudd) ooy delins Sead



450 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

B b My el e e 2Ly 352lly el ) ke
thug ol o AL Ol aendd ag aeos AT ey a2

: 3V ikl oS
oty oY1 el (3 g aosbl 2l rdandly
Leslodly alad] zmes dod! 2l @ dgad)
L lees ol lis 1 Js¥1 Sl
s o Leris say coohdl Sliv (Wl Eod)
((GWERINCENRE PN olio: Js¥ Cllal
Cnmeld) slel e sl Gl
Sl Bl Ly et

& aebal Ay Cbdiesy wlbdl wel T e Y,
Wy st Gl Ul it Logasy pudll e motmeall Loy
Y Bses aillail aieg Jod 3 by 3l Beedll dnl 3 (o) SUUH
sl d e ) Blglldly Jaally da )1 s Bees

il 3 wsly axndl 0] fr ol G s o bl el Ll 4
e 2gad DY OTaB i o Jlall odgty Ligpaall Sliis 38y o2l
sl By cpantly 24U p3dly U (pesilly (sal agpe duled el
e S ey o uly ol sl bl O dalal) &odly 20 SLal )
L S5 re gy Lblooy 2l slas] ol s 13] ozl il
el bl O 4y el Slllze 33y 2l WS ST Olbd OIS
b a3 Al s d

S r i s G A say past) O ol n bl
il A (53t (sl sl g I NS sgicllatan lsuall



451 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

U P RURER U CAR P RPN I PR g e
edlly (A 3 s s ) wgdlly Wienl BeL A 1esY1 oda 2
o 3w e A WS o o ab e Sl aled L ST ol
(b cegey dm GBU BBy (B de Ld B AL bl ool
gl padly aly pA) U] el

Aol Rary 858 Bgtns ade o dmdl (3 by oY OB
gt (3 edly eVl s a3

amgdly dndl WL Bladly i) s ppb QB (bt
skl pasag Yyl O3 A adn W3 ) plally sl
Osimh Lyy b 356 Db Qs Laselly bgdlly sl s a3l
f e M3y Ldlse ez Y Jleel igrady aibsn o il
e a4 e Al (bt st ) pgiblse

Sy Bpolally WY magt OF (S (S Casll oy
EPTL O [ A USRS WA

G ol oYl anle ) menndl iy ) sasdl abs e
we Lag ) Jod) sty i wdgl) b By ane Caibladly g3l
A5Gl A JB LS JlazeVly 2o gl OY (ol e g 2y &3]
39,29 Was ool lglausl o8 s 13 LSy (g LEZSEE R
alal agsens Conlll ST e il s OF s Gl Cladlle (g 2l
Al

& L lebY asl sgb osle Jo dl o wlael e SISy LI O
Yy Fld) @ Ol a6 b e Jally plally el Sloal
Jbb deadl ods ol e dl) ol Ly (lga e V) dand) s U8



452 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

DG sl KX o foayl GE o GAR Lo HEEp Ay albaw
(g EES RS ol A0 HTpeste e Tat dls JU L
JEJPRT S TGPF P, W U RE IR N R WESRRTINE
Lol 28 S8 Ly w55 5y lgmaluny Leailin o5 3 &L
E5 45 VL JF on Bl G I8 s Jluy cale o 1)l U5
ROF&v
ol dat e sl di (OIS o Sladll e BT G e 1S 289,
ik Y A Olgoy e 2adSIL S ) Ol BB A J gy JB JU s 5
ik Y d bases e 2 dSIL r&J Al Olg (ol s dll ansy (U W
3L el (E e oo Q\.{J\j LLAJ‘Y\}(")«V.;@:,- QB s b U
Sl SR SN TS i b 8 J6 LS S Ly alshs
O K i S35 9 255
bt Sliv 1955 Bl odd Loley Luwl lpaoy sladall O
el g Igazaly oMl liall ods 1gld 13 clbd) Ofy wlbdl Clogls
B T 0S8 enlles & Aad LY ) iy ey ol
39y sball G 3Ldly oY Shply ) gl 3 3
a1 gme Yo
Qlasy GD12 SSUL bl Wy oIS a5 )3 ablsdlly Slas) 1add
o 5t IS Gl 1 gny (Ol e alelie AbLslly (OLblsg LAy
Sodomzs o cibb e Led Y ablidly Ot (Vi il baasy (ablz

et 49



453 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

>

Aiinn s o Bt of Asike Sl r L Sr S 5o el
alady LS ooleny gblan joal n gmiy Lad AU b5 e (24l 48
Mlle gy sl

el Slage e Cadsdlals” b A ey ol e 15,

Ay e oLl ] albd) i B o e Ly thladl aluT it
Lk LS
ANVIINIPY R DC SN PP INU RSV SR WIN U I SR
o s 4 Ly clgually 1 1] el
Y EARNE NPy R CRLl s sl rdeslex ) Bl Y
el & delanY)
vaasuallide il ooty ey 50 endyideddl Glad) Ly
JSLo sy —ote WUl oY) s psk ) o2yt Ailad) g
sy poniSy webl Aot g (3 Gl Gl 3 s sl Slisl
el 30l
G ey Sally agdl e oLl oy tobwldy obldl Lo
L& bl
WB1ylges Llad-t Soldes: Jo¥1 Eoe
) Sliw: Yo
oSN o Jpiadll 45

e e e ¥ il S5 L Blds S 0L 05SG
Gy st Y L aSH M o] e oy BB W gy JB JG e e o

0 ')«M Y L (3&5\ FITSRPN| fug\ 4,



454 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

GO 8 UGS Jag 88 A sy JU UG e Sl e
0 ‘)«(..@_:;MJT Wla V| oa sl el hsy
3 el o) bles STy HE A Jge) JB 1B s ssaes o) 09
AAPPRIWL]

dansy LU G AT e Jug 1" 1l amy oy o) UL 6
Sy ol clle aB wled dlle o Ofy ST B Jol pa catey
.(\\‘)”wj

{{%@w A J6 Gl gy O e YL eellign OLY Sl

€ » A 2% R . oy

o B i il s Fdin Ao feid v pi=a B
O s S5 M B TS ks
Gl g Ly el Lo olie ) Linrd-ladl & A1 S
S el e I3 By Uy QIS e L) e ail L calaidly
Vg“}bd\("i“"‘u” Oy 1 J %@\J&M\md\fcw
Lde oo oShaly 1) WSaanl e Olp BT (Sl el o Lde 20
€Osigaitl) Lo 1l gy U 1505 O giguinlly Vo ilaaliO Vs 6 41wl oy
.(W)«ojj,&xl\ JG
13 0740 e ) e s ULy T eropd gl RS ) Say g s
O as e & B Lastel 2K (*K

oty b g gy M| 035240 V'&:M et B PN
LausT cpine 4 aley O LEG B OIS wisle) L'l asmy gl J6
el o) JsHl ) S sl oy 8 aegs il o 2t 0SS O
G IS e Tosi oIS ) sl 065 OF Ly ikl el 5m 3]



455 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

JEEY) wing ad agetdl Joid OLJL el (JlaVly JISY) asoy
.(H)”w
SIS sl e st @ osala il ISTG 0L agts L)
o5 Lol i e W e o) e dn ol el s mrene
oo O B A Jewy Ji (LS W Commd (Loss 3al) e 0N,
L) end DL im0l ) end O
G UB (Sd I AU Wby JW HB M Jgw pl &l Oy
e S 56 olagidl - (”)p/@
EYTe 48,009 Aawlibt RS s

6 dedlpe o Oy s Badl a5 bl of bt e
o)l s 5y calle s gl 3B cdly 5> dgelal Sl 2SS
L 2alSUb IS ) Oy 8B A Jgwy JBiJB s 58 Gl e (205
(aibly B2 o e dnl U0 3 18 Jp e oo
v O O Cdasill ity G 5T sl J1g g3t 01731 Y
N 2 095 Leas Jo 55 Yo el )l skl g ool gl sk
Elz ZaShdls JBiid) il atlas ass @l JlazeV) aig

A 88 -

‘(Yi)e% 6;/’/ yf:gl (:;_}j\é:xyjcbj)o_)_}\#é o u;:\.: );d L»Jc L)\c.JQ,A/_)\f—

u'pjf L} d{o\ .)..95 opy LELC biw (.fb\ e ol 3\;}:: Cj.e\ AJ.)» % J\Ej

(Y) s

1 B9 8,41y Wl Colr e 3yLadlg sl I ol Gy OF LY
B e s 3 T 5 e g o s i s,y

WA

Dasi G S 3 s I, (agi Vg 190355 15nad Y5 1an 6



456 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

“

F G ] For o~ . s poe A .. _c
Bl ML TS pdle JBy (G %00 (s 6 N 28T 58 o) Dby

Z

e

i 3 U5 & 5"V 5L BT T B s G5
OIS (3 piy OF et il 1ia o slized () Je (p2d) oY)
ol i (3ot ST gl ol SLdS oLl
roreled] (S gt o Ol

LV ooy 1 QIS OF 0521 (Oghm e ) 18"l e o
DY) hsie s ¥l g Stos il W' i ssns ) 0
AARDLPTH pon
sigled) Olylge Lk
M sl LS (WS 050 g aabd) (S puenznd) 79 €9 BRI
Jead) & o &J\ & S JB s )3 QT o FICAN! Cjbzc,ﬁzb-iﬂ o
S s «§ el o3 Qﬂ Lﬁ).ﬂf )3 Wbyt (il g8 e

R PO AN AP bl NI
HE B Jewy JB 1JB s S L}.T o8 bl e @u\ e

f\s\J%o s Je ?(.lé_pfd,\.u&\ S e 4T L;T L@JJT JREtRNRT :J\Sc(.l.cj
LB SR . e o o E e 2B 332, Cp4o0 B0 s Z
IS (R AASSARY W R IS O RS e
T s < 74 //Ai T oo g sr o gl T 7 z < [ <e S
sasle 5 o083 St W5 (GAE U5 2ol GG G 218 Sl V) sele a5 il

£
de a
< T E2 2 €

S ~
Y T (ROl A 1 S ‘. o }{ S R TRA
G I A e BTN o S dE )

shad) 53Le) QA LT dal) sl gy 1By e @ b 16
Sge Y Aty s el BB ) O3y cSHUJB s L Bles e tanull



457 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

£ dela jle @ (Clidny A Joy Sldicds ¢ op 3lae b sl (> )
LidB @ delagle @ ity dl Jouy Sl 1l (o o Blas b 20
T S VSN B VN 20 LRPYCS PR PSP (g PUICS WA I TEN g WS (PN
Vs ogens OF sball e 5 0B 1B codel dguyy i 15 1B $aLa)
A Jmy el 1B o o Sl b B £ sl Jle & dad w155
A reds 1 JB s Joles 13) Al Je slall 3= Lo 5 I 1JB (Gl
.(”)«ré,.bu, Yol 1 Je ‘V‘L‘j guy

ot L plamaV) ASTH ooy 1 JUy ) amy e ol ade sley

iy angis 3 Jlag
s 2l oY)ty dgd) clawlly Lol e JL3Y)

81U o) (3 gmg 82 I ST LT e S Oyids e e
el ads o dgsd (ool Ul dia) i s 25l (5 8
.(ﬁ)«u\zw

GE Ay bt o ke Sl JB s bl iy oo
Lo L Lgaigy wei Ul ool Lo s 0) )l 5 b 1JWs
cpdeed 2 3 o W 3l & ae 2ol bl F e 5,0l 00
(e e Sileg ko Lo wgls Wb thonoly lonel 1 Gy
s ol 10 el Jla 3 @b ST alsyl

JB Olier o JU axks oo pols 88 I 5D e L oy il e
IR LE I N R R M N CE
) ez O Ll oedy e sdlly el Jgey b 7 B )
L) led) sladll )y J1 ST s O el oy clalias Y



458 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

Dy JB 1B o dl ds ol 8 1o ypu0 3 dggaall y9e3) Ol
R SE I T T g NOCRRCJS I DN
Tt i o IS
(63 o ety dud slin Lo

B A gy ST on oy O UpiJB i s Spans o il e e
Qoo die ol Y e wle Ll G g3V el e 3 Lt
Wy oy JB o)) & dteg wafTy ol OBLaT e LabT asly (205
B A gredi JB o amy b 2l Ly s JoE L G ods O]
()0 IS O 5 adorg pxs 1JB (JB L a5, b ansls 1 J6 48 &) Jgu)
B s Al oz 1B U s & Jowm 4Ol ddm b 1 JU 4
bl JU sl splin Lo 8 J6 (D ems lin e ST (o3
89y AL (o 3 e g9 paludl £LB)

ot o Ao & e Ja sy 1JB w5y L}T o
b 1B o 1JB S o 2 JaidE ) U gl WDe oy 3l
Wbl 3B 16 By s O 1J6 988 o e Jo 1 JB a1 S
w0 O s liay 1B (B asp 05 O s 1JU S8
bl S e Cp Wy Gl ) I wsl eSS G
i) LgoS HE ) Wy e ol Lglas ol 4 e OL"
sl



459 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

ok Ol Ul Sl
WS ddladl Sliealt: Jg¥1 Cllal
oty @)L bl

el <y 1 JB R e oy Wl el (S Bk #E 0L
Bl oy ok 2alel a5l sl Bk 114 315, 8 wle ) e, oo
s e sl ) Bl s 5T By B A ge)y @10 Amdo ) ool Buas
Ay &) cadl Sae A JU e L 5A a2 L 1B £ il
(e land o REUENVYY
1 gadlg ad )l Sgaall By sluslg alaxall

goos 05 Ol iV b pag ¢ g ) il &5 o Juns
do dl de o plr o W mipb (opall 1y ik ae Sy s
(ad dzily (Sao ey colus @l Gl 13 M S, 081 JG
(S aelly B camid gy (oSlang (Somotshie o pdin &5 5
(0 o Jlg ) ns] 2 Oy

& @bl o B ey llly S e gl 8 050

98 ol e b a4y (b Sy 1y e OL" 10l LU 3
doss o2y el aiaf 15y LSl dabile sie 3 08 % I O
o i W e S Ly 1 el (ol bl e et Ll
L2
S PILIVS (S IR

Oskizing byl & oW e ¥ 3 o2 V6 2V T OF Clasill o
Jspiaial) ods ditesy e (25l d) of Slalgd) Sshaliny @loand) 3

T g

¥3 & ¥y T R e O e §) G LS 1At B s

L Ao



460 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

%3 rro b As 0T s 750 P i 5. //,,
\J\ib:\f@“‘b\ﬁ:\’jukﬁn\/ 55 oy LG \L,aml...:a» . L\{»quf..s
.(21)%\/.);! s

el Blilg oSl doeds S1M 06 OF Ly

sz\j .LE.SJ cq‘;—t)“ &3] % c&\ J}‘"J Oy ZJG 4.%@ uJLP o2 ;\J)J\ O
Pl ko Vo Lias Yy Luaxalle il Vol dll g1 sk 929 asdey ol IR
g Ll 2 191 13 Lk 15708 S 0) Lule 1675 Lo¥1 0 ke 280
(W)«u}.p 71
:3.&3* JYL ) 83,00 B30}

S ,),., 27 s ,//

o3l 2 28 0 () 0 O S Sl s 1 G
(0 2k 252 B 0 Sl ) il
:(Body Language) Jw! 4a) 38| .¥
(Sdozall Sladly ISHy ShLaYly andl Ll UL @ s
e cidl e G sliny g
1l s dd A58 dyial)
K29 4y b iz O Sl S e Blge oday
@55 gl o bl e ST iy (lasl sl o s tny L)
A Jgy U e 106 €830 AS sl (el Y 8 i Jpy JB JU
) Iy VT2 (e 0155 oy ozl Gsey (il 12y 1
(NS a1 o ) S Ul L 1 J6
bl i & Ty ax gl e
J8 55 dlay @ esnde S gl S8 sy gl Ll
Hlete Olan a4 5lpy o) Dad 5T (3 of SN



461 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

:J2dl Jgdy Lo 1 4y 3 gl

Al B g e e 155 BB ) S5 Oy 126 LT 6 disle b
W ) o alaly Bl o ag QT s T5d O (o 111U cagmy
Az OF L8 wimsy a3 8 cim () am b Y s any O
Lo ) pdsy cadll Jo qdl Juy ULy
e ceabes Ll (i 3y JU B o) e il SL oy S a B U
alad o HE ol e g9 58S ] bogl 88 vt (OVomill s
il

il o %8 & Jsey Ol Sy O i godl s o 4y e

W3 Ly el OB (s Gamal ¢ dewlicg aslSy Oyl & i Wb oy 1
o Y ol el a U dadsy 1JB ) Alad ) sy b 1B cca)
ol s BB A Sy iz 1B Y Wb Al g b 1B s W
L, bl 5> (Wjliny Lyl Lgns Uy Eloy:JB Feagamy L) slcoluon
RS
el ChLdl Blel e gl Ukl
OUIE S RWIT{ P [V

Aaes OF 13 b (ugrbl2 e oa)lsT Wl Laag B ) OS5
el | Y, &T ro Sy JHE W Sy L JB $LaVl ssle oy
Of 3L Slam g DS JB (ons B ) Jowy JU celigd anyl a7 &~
(oShew Joi b ] lsaely #8 ) Jgory JB (3 3 Gl alr eV 8™
o JE a4 a3 ey O g0 el iy e 8T LTy st )
B pas 52 ) &1 gy a2



462 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

DY LWL Chl) Biske o 431

V&K‘S"‘J Sk :(.fib-f st Yy 1JB HB A Jouy OF i 5ym of e
Ly sy (zlrs A 1o Syl 2] (Sols STl e

B il (S (Sl 85 B oadew O] 38 ) peleny
(M)«r{“””j g
1opid ausg Aslull s

A1 Sdas Yy :q%?\y@v&w%&d\ JB s e ol oo
Lshm'ﬁ g2y J@ gkl 3 j@d\ 2 Al il 3 & & Yl fean))
Mru%&;acwsmzﬂg&a&:rmJ%L@bé}
4 gy angd o 0 e R ) 30 Vg Ty
By gl e gg.d\ A

e b plie ¢ eSS il Lo gne Bppedly sl
2500 0 S5 ¥ A SN EE Al 1 J6 s 0l o plazs
\b)(w“ PN //f;; j«:: /wau . ”\:AY) i \)g(» oz
-(M)‘% ﬂféwjhwﬁijﬂﬁéﬁ‘ %&\M@YL\”L
e eyl aldey d (g laal) )3 LT cllpidB dse p el e
J Jus g & dl G Sy ol gl W 5 e oWlis (>
O b oSl e dl e (Sgs (SSlss] 0] 1J6 el wipely 88 )
OB crgedi Lo o2lSS Yy i W anekdy ST L acalads oy o i
~(M)<<V"”J'“-°B NRETY (,_ar.:il{



463 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

oty calally clas-Y1 a3 tae

Calaly #E &) JB (g8 pele) s s ety f oy L CsTU
N 1dei Yy (B 1JB oldae) st Ugfiaio Lo e el Loy 1oy
.(L)«;\}?-

A Jgmny I ) Ngolis o) (3 JU Lol ell s UL oy il e
(Wade mzd sl o oI Les £ cogny Yy 2
i gl gl el dasl gldy as Y

q»@gwcﬁﬁ%@l\wfwg@;yj\m
Of Long s Iybrst Lelal & L &1 L) 5 05800 aab 3 8 it
bl e Sl A Clas Gl BB e Ll Y b 0SS
Lol oS 3 o g s Osbiiy alsl JU Ld cday Ly 1JBy calal
byi Bl O 0l (bl sgb (g s O 3 e ba e O
B3 el eaast o S oy U Loeigl 0 Doty el 1 S
e BRI RN
ol D slel e Ly

Olay plaxa¥l smy (bl oliy and) ale Colgr e il
e e Shy camly Wl IS abley (nblsd) oy 2o dl 3,4
W Bl 3 oY
podall L) LSS Bl o

JWs ( pae o J& e~ e %L“SJ\ J.y Sy 1B s e e
A eds td) Lo sla))l 5= Ly ol Lo Al g Lo e Bl b
Sy dad 15500 Yy g Of slall e & > 0B 16 (ool s

Al T ) Jgy U redis des 4 S0 Y e ode Y 0T A s 5L



464 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

J olp 0L s Sl B ogl LS OIS s ¥ 1 JB €U oy
VY o Bales ) wesals (ol ol o Lo b iy 1l copblsdd
Al as e U g I (3 s e ) pLeY) slinaly ()
ol ST Ly iogras o Al e JUBac"Isagty ¥ OF 2818 ag3 095 Legh
) s grand OTY) phsie axls ¥ lpas Lo
: A gl B Blele ¥
e oV caLMLS)
S Sl Wl slels ()

1B ety B8 &1 Joory i ST 0, 8l o S a0
Ld JB S Y] amte Lo ccnbozal ¥ 1B cadoral ¥ 16 cliay 87
(Ve Loy
AN sl Al slel s (o)

e oy 5 ded) s HE A gy O i 88 Gl e
o e d il ¢ o) 1y L R A sy 53 L s
B3 s 4 b b o)) 1B B ) s ¢ o LS L
(W galad i et Lo 5L Sltny sy ¢
Halgar! el 3 i) 2kl (o)

i 5o v L b EE A sy O e 2l w1y G e
Jrorl B sy b 210U agiodd Lo 09l Dl ol 1 Jl (Sl
o5 JU LS Vi 1l Ol 88 ) U (DIl S5 Wb LS (Dlgl 3 W
O e i SA) oy et sy AT A LS U W el s

,(""‘)«v_{x,;,




465 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

lopé L;\bw atbs ) o> O e dble (&)

%Lﬁmw\;&;\mc&swgwyo%udﬂ&% L)

IS 8y g g 10578 500 131 Ssl OLIE3Le L el Sty ial JBy (3lal
gl Al e Calses 2V ) amn Y200 15
ot 1) sz 5,80 01871 e 3 5502
ol 88 I B A ST e oLl Sy O e sgaen ol b
QS AN e oo cdf 8y 1 52 GI5 LA Gp LA sl ban U
oo b e b 1B S pey boeda T2 e i OGS0 oS
s oo Wl e e gy B aiel (g3 s s ()l
Veas b g @il 1 JB s gy 8 (o)
gl gt o8 W s 801 B9 401 Blet e L g
Jgud) o YU Wl o angty B J ol 8 O
B U JU Sy O e s Gl el il e il OIS s

L g Olaw QS«). )<<u.,~§4§t5 Yo Je e 238 Cuaxs Yy 1 JB ckéﬁa)\
sl e JLTY Y Syl 3 B 1 Jgey b rcds e i)

.<V">«rs;ﬁ~u AL sl SO SNS|CREINEY
(eBlendiy ) 8 e Blelpe 0
Crnnly il 821 Sy rally sl a2 Lo Wa2 OLLSY) 3o

d JL"U"U"‘" uaﬁcwu-\\Mksﬁjmwa@éfsJ\ubd&s

O s 535 4l 529 g Yy Igpuy dyss Yy Iy 16 82 o0

16 oy as Vg Loy oy Loy 1l JUb cpadl 1) T3lens atny 88
.(V°)<<Lc)UaJ)



466 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

Sdoal) Jab (3 ey Opbls mdlly Cand) pll OLYI e

el ) e Led alial Sgs. EUIS Blel s
: Mg Lt Bl e

foy A B (e as ISTUSTL A e 071G oy ol gaas e
W s (IS L ST B339y cagrisy b= L) ()l e LT L
Wty O 28 A1 gy 0ol of 288" V) (Kol O i Lo
O e Tl 2l S LAY 3 alae L
:cﬁ\ - sle) y

1S JB g S S5 OF e s 5 Ul S s 23 e Jws
Sl 1k gl 0 agzy G 5oy 1B EE W gy Jo Sl Ly
o ff hd Jy) L Suis el tedis 1 JB el Sy dus Ells pe p%
(adag Gzl L 3] A Ja,y Oy el dis oy b Ny i el s
L i 205 s 1S5 o5 s w57
0 Al Blel e

A B e (S al BB ) S 1B e by il e
sl ol PRURE I PR WP WY s U IEVRUN BN el
k)l e el Wl (el Lol ouly se A4 b 42 S oL
Y
L)) Ul Bl e

Corond (sl LW il Sy 1B e () sgmee ] s
Lo Lls 1 JB ccvaddl 0 &osnall V.@.'a\ (,.La YIS L V_Lc\ &d.a- o Gew
1B Dagaeme UT ol Dagancn U odel tdshs om 30 8B ) Jgm) 52 13] oo



467 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

e sl elds 5T A OF sgmans U NCRNV PRV Lo el
D sy 1518 ol ¥tz 1JB O s
rewdly ddal) Ul ailslye

oot R Jgeny 16T Wl e 39 Oy 1 JU il s ol e
am odgn M s Yy Ux e U Lo 1JB iy, 116 )
S ey wag Ll dbdl colS cley) ) Rladly Cubdl ol
) & aslalally 9ldly oY) iy el fW e Gpmandd) (3 sl
2asde plogl ) b plog¥l e Of ke mdatos (oYUM o 87 (3
pi S oliall old bl b 1) 068 b s aal)l gl gVl ausdall
U sy slalls Bage 5,41y (e oYy (sl 3L



468 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

IEs|

e (bl o by 48 Coll ds s

bl e 05Ty 5Tl oL el

bl Sl o e et S plazal

T L 1y oY) (s s

& asladally aadldly oY) el (3 oty ol jgs 3
oo

o) (3 aslidally adldly e el (3 camaldl Blel e el
Ot By 350 ] dadll b Lo o Blad) LIS Lik g s
BV U W e Sy e sl ale 05SS Wiy cooling 5 &
gk 05555 (O Ctgaady ppnilly ablyell (bl oLyl
B T N ITH NWIWR RIS PO S OE P
LY i) (B9 b et VY mastl (3 Y Aol gl
La)f

mal ammng AT ey 0 SU ) e sy Ul 81 Lo



469 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

YY1y il bl

VEY 18,20 8yem

Vet oA 8y

A 1l 3)em

Rt RIT™

Lis (OL BB (OlSias 5l el dabll el s ol C,,MQS\
(233YV) 3y oLl

¥oohe Byge

S eomdedd a1 gl sl feele il sy iRl 26 Hlall
VYY) (s )dsle ¢p) 49 s ciml ) dndall cnell (0L

el ol Bl Ol 1S (gl Gyl des e Wl Sl ol
(Vo)) cpVaAe danbll O g

Ol @y ol Sl s ¢ sl 5t dedt (L) Slags e il
(Yr1) @t ey e (Lol anal

(Y2 ))) can am 5

3 sl Lol (Oll cosVsls G U andeey 1S ¢ e Y e o
(Yor)) oy odlall an>

(- ££7) i3 el ey

YVE (o b ol (Gatd oy o A o ) sl (S plal) el

VY g el 8ys

Bge SV b P Gl cundl 3 R ey oSTN85
Yea/) O S gl I sl s el Gl

Yegor (mladl mr b cradey of Bs (goh AL egiendd (BLEAL S

Qe @ sl b oL BB & sy oo dally A Olel el plY) s
YOVA (3 el i o (3 WY el amses WY VA o3y (USY)
(30) 10y oo g B oyl slel n (0L (ool (DS ()il a2

(A

(a

(-
(VY

(VY
(\y
(V¢

(Ve

(V1

(\v

(VA



470 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

@ oSl s pdde it glad pL) (gl ) el sl (V4
(/1) @) £ plel G 9 ezt danl e8Il S s (6,31 o dnal
(OVY) cpdr ¢ pd QL 0 O OL ) OS5 154! ol (Y.

A B s slate oy S ded el Ol (2 el a2 T3 SIS R (7
YYoY/e o(3Rs) Bale ¢ s

gan/a el alo¥lam s T (v

(2337) 1adp o Laallly Ol Laim U (BB QS (gl am sl (YT

A T STCHIPTE-JIWN | 4

(17 2) 3 sl (L (el 1ol () sl (Yo

M Y o5 el dlaeddly dling 4B A0 56 L gl sl (11

Yo bbgsw  (YV

AL ee (YA

o sagds ¥ OF 2857058 093 Logh all s e b ol O ()bl s T (Y4
AYY

e b IS ead s s b aall (ol ol (v

Wi 5F eatlly (b DT s (DS () amt T YA s Bpe (T
(EALY) 10

Yoo sl dem  (TY

(oS RTy CagS) Bgm b Db laaly Ll B 1S (e am sl (vY
(VYeYy) 1y

(027Y) 10 e Gals ) i) (ol ol oS gl e s T (T

Al s (2o Y) @il eyl Jadl GY (Gl s oty U 8 (0
Yra/ny Ol cap

(e7V+) f3y 0Ll oSy MY @ Bl (Ml (S gyl et T (Y1

(Yery) o bl el 3 (b LY oS (e ax 2T (1Y

(YYY ) fdp o B3 10l g sl ST (s 2T (YA



471 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

ekl 4 F 3Sal) )l ol el molsey Ll tolST (plld) ax M (TR
(VYY) by

Ve/v Y Y aled (oYl a NG sl ams aleg sl WS ) (8

(Y1 00) 13y dom M 1 O 1L () 23 10lS (il am s T (8

(o7 o) tdy (gl v 2,8 13] Ob (M) S (gl e i1 (2 Y

(T2 AA) 3y choeally pedl) Ob s LS (gl am st (87

(Vero) fdy el Ladllly caladly Mol Cadd Ob chaad) OUS (ohos 4T (88

SoA VY el a2y ((Ao) colall G301y r Db (lall DS (gl T (20

18 0hes Jl e (81

(¥ere) iy o) Ldllly caasmd) Gl OU caaedl OLS (gl sl (g

Vor e S (€A

(Y708) tdp gt a3led 3 8 Lo b coblead S gyl e i1 (29

(Y7EY) 1pdy el sl BULL el b gl )l Ol (s a2 (o1

(££VA) 13 (b oy (S Eud Ob (A S (gl am s T (o)

(VY 1yl oY aadly Codll e 59t L O LS (gl am s T (oY

(YVo£) t3y Olye S b Wl Ol (s a2 (o

oy Sl ) oS G S ol oYl oS gyl ansT (o8
(1)

febe ey Loy 2Vl dall akd) MLl (Sl (oY DS (hes ax il (00
(gVvy)

(Yo£0) 13y (o Slt) Aol BE I U8 10b axll 1OLS (bl sl (01

(AE7) s cslely LTy opllally LIl 83Lo 1ol dned) 1O (Ll an M (oY

AN ot see (A

(Yo£0) 103y (o Slps) el HE o1 b 10l gl 10lS (gl am T (08

b sl @ elr b b (AlBy pially sl Bl (OlST (all a (1
(nara)

(T070) tadp s WU (3 30 b sV oS (gl am s T (T



472 ) Slaez) 3 e Geeld pralid) Blel g sllad) i

(Your) a3y e ol iy (oSN Blazal (b (@l (DS (gl a2
(YAST) t3y Glodly ol vod Ob ey sl ST (gl a3

(\r30) 13y B Camry b GBI LS (gl an 2
@uﬁqa;\fg@\ b cb.,\.&\@v.l.wndq-)éj

(TVT7) 10 legalSly Ol plalall OIsT b a1t S (oo a2
the LelST Olshall (3 pgellly L Bl Al gy b OV LS (gl a2
(vev)

"t e e M 1By (V) 01) 1 (b el (sl a2
49/YY caf an s

ANV E D398 5yg

o Wiy el @b odlal Wl (e W (b T s O (i) an 2
(£TAY) 130 o Ladllly ¢ )

(V1) 3y el b oL ) LS (g bl s

(20) 103 @S Blogl sl O OLY1 S (s a5

(VVY0) 13y clypd Vg gy B 1 I35 DL oY) OUST(gliel am2

e el A S Ol e S IS 0T Ol bl oS (e s
(rvye)

(7)) 3 sl dm sl Aokl O clpeldl LS (g5l a1

(£EVA) 1pdp (b oy a8 Cud 0L (AL TS (gl a1

(VYAY) tpdp e adllly ol 5L bl Ol gyl a2

(TVYe) tady coe o e 3LiSy S B Db OLYN ST (s a5
(£7TA) f3p cbmpn )l b O eVl ST (gl a5

e steske sk st st s sieshe e st she s st sheslesie sl slesie

(v
(r
(¢
(o
(11

(v

(A
(19

(v-

(V)

(vy
(vr
(ve

(vo

(V1
(vv
(VA
(va

(r






The Prophet Muhammad (#): A Universal Messenger of Peace 1

The Prophet Muhammad (#): A Universal Messenger
of Peace
(An Overview of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW)’s
Relations with the Non-Muslims)

Dr. Farhat Nisar”
ABSTRACT

Islam, as the religion of peace and mercy, teaches and
preaches peace, justice, tolerance, goodwill and equality among the

human beings. Being the trustee of Allah, man has been prescribed
some requirements for the regulation of human conduct.

The Prophet Muhammad (%) is the personification of these
teachings and commandments of Allah. His conduct is “the Perfect
Example” and “the Role Model” to be followed by human beings.
He has been titled in The Qur’an as (al-Rahmah) the mercy for all
the worlds. Whatever aspect of the Prophet Muhammad (4£)’s life is
investigated, it is proved to be unbiased and stands as a hallmark for
the universal peace, justice, tolerance and equality, not only for the
believers, but, for the non-Muslims, even for the worst enemies, as
well.

The first part of this paper describes the concept of peace in
Islam and the role of the Prophet Muhammad (££) as the messenger
of the religion of peace. The second part of the paper focuses on the
characteristics of the Prophet Muhammad (%) as the messenger of
peace in every aspect of life. While the third part of the paper is
about the study of the historical facts, which discuss the life of the

Prophet Muhammad (%£) as a historical figure and there is no doubt
in his personality and character.

Keywords: Peace, Muhammad (4£), Sirah, Non-Muslims, Enemies.

*Assistant Professor, Comsats Institute of Science & Technology, Islamabad.
Email:dr.farhatnisar@gmail.com
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Introduction of Islam as a Religion of Peace.

The non-Muslim writers, while dealing with the Islamic
position of religious freedom, adopt negative contexts of the
Qur’anic ayat, as well as, disregard the Sirah of the Prophet

Muhammad (%), in order to draw incorrect conclusions."

However, the reality is different when the Qur’an declares
itself as the book testifying the previous revelations as stated in the
Qur’an:

GEenll G, 45 X G 3230 JasTt a0 U5 ¥
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And We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], the

Book in truth, confirming that which preceded it of
Scripture and as a criterion over it.

It means that the religious freedom is considered as an
essential value in Islam. Therefore, the Muslims are obligated to
ensure freedom and dignity of every human being on the face of the
earth. Islamic teachings provide freedom, cherish it and guarantee it
for the Muslims, as well as, for the non-Muslims. According to
Islam, a man by birth is free from sin, disobedience, inherited
inferiority and ancestral ignorance. As Allah says:
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So direct your face toward the religion, lnclmzng to
truth. [Adhere to] the Fitrah of Allah upon which He
has created [all] people. No change should there be
in the creation of Allah. That is the correct religion,
but most of the people do not know.

The Qur’an has clearly commanded that there is no
compulsion (Ikrah) in al-Din (being a part of it).
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There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the
religion. The right course has become clear from the
wrong. So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and
believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy
handhold with no break in it. And Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.

The Arabic word “al-Din” refers to the belief in Allah, which
establishes the system of Islam. But, that does not mean that
embracing belief and practicing worships and morals can be
imposed on people by force or compulsion, rather, it is a matter of
choice and free will. Human beings are free to select or reject the
choice of Hidayah (the right path) with the liability to their own
selves.®

The word Islam is derived from the Arabic root word
“SALM” means peace, submission and obedience.® In the Islamic
terminology, the same word means submission to the will of Allah
and obedience to the law of Allah i.e., al-Shari‘ah. The one, who
submits and obeys the law of Allah, is called a Muslim. Being a
Muslim one can achieve true and enjoy the lasting purity.” If Islam
has declared itself as a religion of peace and blessings, then, the
messenger of Islam must be the practical demonstration of peace
and blessings. Allah, the Almighty, has entitled the Prophet
Muhammad in the Qur’an as “Mercy to all the worlds”.

- »w//>/ %~
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“And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except
as a mercy to the worlds.”
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The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) a Symbol of Mercy and

Peace.

The study of Sirah of the Prophet Muhammad (#) proves
that the personality of the Prophet Muhammad (#) is a source of
mercy and peace, not only for the Muslims, but for all the people of
all the times, beyond the limitations of color, race, and origin,
territory, language and nation.

The attitude of a person toward his enemy reflects feelings of
his behavior. However, when we look at the Prophet’s attitude
toward his enemies, we find it full of mercy, both at the collective
and individual levels.

History has neither witness nor will witness again another
human figure, whose presence, thought, action can exert such a
profound impact on the humanity as did the Prophet Muhammad
(#2). Within the time period of twenty three years of the Prophet-
hood, the prophet Muhammad () revolutionized the ignorant, ill-
mannered and uncivilized people of the ‘Arabs. Even he
transformed them into the most spiritual, moral, and civilized nation
of the world.®

3. The Prophet Muhammad (SAW) in the views of the

Historians.

The historical figures are always remembered for their main
achievements and or failures. However, the actual personality of the
historical figures often disappears behind the events or their
achievements. Rarely have we found the glimpses of the character,
traits or personal feelings of any such figure in detail. If we take the
example of one of the most famous figures in history, Alexander, the
Great (356-232), he has been evaluated as a just and a fair ruler, who
was concerned for the public welfare, driven by the need of the
public image or the political circumstances.!” Another example is
of William Shakespeare, the world famous poet and the playwright
with his excellent insight on human mind and psychology. But his
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personal life is a mystery of the literary circles till today. The
information about his personal life is not authentic or verified either
he was a real character or an assumed name for someone else like
Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593) or Francis Bacon (1561-1626).11
The historical figures are judged by the information, based on the
evidences and the reliable proofs to verify the evidences.

The case in evaluating or verifying the information about the
Prophet Muhammad (#£) may be different from the other figures in
history as the character and the personality of the Prophet
Muhammad (#) left remarkable impacts on the human life and
society. These impacts are not left by power, politics or emotions,
only, rather, by the rationality and the practical demonstration. Even
the western work on the life and the personality of Jesus Christ
(Peace be upon him) is not authentic and this fact annoys both the
Christians and the Muslims.!? The Jewish work on the Prophet
David (Da’ud) and Solomon [Sulayman] (Peace be upon him)
portrayed them as kings only, without highlighting their status as
prophets.'*) The only exception to all this is the character and the
personality of the Prophet Muhammad (%), whose picture is
complete, authentic and reliable as a historical figure.!'” Even today
the life or Sirah of the Prophet Muhammad (%) characterizes as an
ideal in different situations, events, feelings, likes and dislikes.
There is no better description than the one described by the Qur’an.

9§ IS A
And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad)], except
as a mercy to the worlds.

In the above mentioned ayah, the word ‘worlds’
demonstrates the worlds of all times, nations, colors, races, and
origins. In other words, the mercy of the Prophet Muhammad (££) is
not limited to the Muslims, but encompasses all the human beings
on the earth. The word ‘peace’ can be personified through Sirah of
the Prophet Muhammad (3) with all the meanings and
comprehensions. The Prophet Muhammad (#£) was a mercy even for
his enemies and the non-Muslims.
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The Prophet (SAW)’s Behavior with the non-Muslims.

There are several examples in Sirah of the Prophet
Muhammad (%), which reflects his compassion, tolerance and
mercy for the non-Muslims. Many a time, the life of the Prophet
Muhammad (%) proved as a mercy and a symbol of peace, even for
his worst enemies. After the migration of Madinah, the first
covenant established between the Muslims and the Jews of Madinah
has been acknowledged as the first written treaty or covenant
between the communities of two different faiths. Under this
covenant, the Muslims and the Jews were considered definite
members of one nation despite their different religious beliefs. This
covenant was a written document of mutual help, cooperation, love,
charity, consolation and protection between two different faiths and
communities.'® The later treaties with the several Christian
communities, especially, with Najran and the St. The Catherin’s
Monastery is the ideal examples of peaceful strategies of the Prophet
Muhammad (#%) as the leader and the head of the state.!” The
character and personality of the Prophet Muhammad () is the
evidence for the harmonious relations with the Christians, the Jews,
and the infidels of Makkah. The Prophet Muhammad (#) ‘s
marriage with the daughter of Aba Sufyan, who was the head of the
infidels of Makkah at that time, can be considered as an initiative for
the establishment of peace with his enemies. Abli Sufyan was the
worst enemy of Islam, when the Prophet Muhammad (4) married
his daughter named Umm Habibah.(!®

The Prophet Muhammad () treated the Christians, the Jews,
and the infidels with such respect, integrity, and compassion that
many of them eventually embraced Islam.

A Christian named ‘Addas was a servant of a Makkan
aristocrat. He was sent to console the prophet Muhammad () while
the prophet was returning from his visit to Ta’if.!”) After meeting
and listening to the prophet Muhammad (#£), he declared to his
master, “No one on the earth is better than him. He has revealed the
real truth, which only a prophet can do”. The whole incident goes:
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The owners of the garden, ‘Utbah Ibn Rabi‘ah and
Shaybah Ibn Rabi‘ah felt sorry for the Prophet ()
and they told their servant, whose name was Addds
to bring him a bunch of grapes. Before eating, the
Prophet S.A.W said “Bismi'llah”. The servant was
surprised and remarked that the people of Thagif did
not say that when they ate. When the Prophet S.A.W.
asked him about his homeland and his religion, he
told him that he was a Christian from Nineveh in
‘Iraq. The messenger S.A.W. said. “From the city of
the righteous man, Yinus Ibn Matta? ” Addas said to
him, “How do you know about Yiinus Ibn Mattda?”
The messenger of Allah S.A.W. said, “He is my
brother. He was a Prophet and I am a Prophet”.
Addas embraced the messenger of Allah S.A.W. and
kissed his head, hands and feet.

After the victory against Bant Nadir (the Jewish tribe) the
Prophet Muhammad (#£) pardoned the Jewish woman, widow of
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Salam Ibn Miskam, who had prepared a poisoned roasted lamb for
the Prophet and his companions in revenge of the defeat.?" The
widow of leader of the Jews of Khyber, named Safiyah bint Huyayy,
eventually got married with the Prophet Muhammad (#) by her
choice. She was forgiven along with all the Jewish women. She
accepted the proposal of the Prophet Muhammad (i) for marriage
and refused to go back to the Jewish community.*? After the
conquest of Khyber, the Jews were not expelled from their
homeland. The Prophet Muhammad () forgave them and entitled
them citizenship rights, as the minorities of the Islamic State. They
were provided protection by the Islamic state on paying Jizyah (the
protection tax) benefiting their status as Ahl al-Kitab, the people of
the book).*® Gradually, when the Islamic state expanded through
the dominions of the Muslims, such privileges were extended to the
other religious minorities, too, such as the Christians, the Sabiyans,
Hindiis, and Buddhist.?® This protection tax, Jizyah, entitled them
peace, which came essentially in the form of protection from harm.
The Prophet Muhammad (:£)’s treatment with the Jews with justice
and equality continued even after some events when the Jews tried
to harm the Muslims and the Prophet Muhammad (). In spite of the
Muslims’ reservations of sincerity of the Jews of Madinah, the
Prophet Muhammad (%) continued to deal with them fairly and
justly. The evidence to this fact is the last report of the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) at the time of death that a Jew was holding his
armour as collateral for the barley, which the Prophet Muhammad
had (4) purchased from him. It is narrated by ‘A’ishah:

B 0y g o o s e o o B
Oz e 533 4853

The Prophet purchased barley from a Jew for an
appointed time. He gave his armour of iron as
collateral for it.

Some reports tell that the Prophet Muhammad (#£) used to
give them respect as human beings.
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It is reported that while two companions of the
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) Abu Umamah Sahl Ibn
Hanif and Qays Ibn Sa‘d were in Qadsiyyah, a
funeral procession passed by them. Upon seeing
them, they stood up in respect. They were informed
that it was the funeral of a non-Muslim. They replied
that once a funeral procession passed by the
Prophet Muhammad (%) and the Prophet
Muhammad (4) stood up in respect. And when

informed that it was the funeral of a Jew. He
remarked, “Was he not a human being?”

The message of the Qur’an and the Prophet Muhammad (%)
was peace and justice. In the Qur’an, Allah, the Almighty, did not
prohibit the Muslims from making peace with those who did not
fight the Muslims.?” But, He instructed them to fight those who
expelled the Muslims from their homes. Moreover, the Qur’an
categorically instructs the Muslims to accept the proposal for peace
from their enemy, trusting in Allah, because Allah is sufficient for
everything. The Qur’an says:

@9 QT2 A A0 1 0 5 U b st o5

“But if your enemy inclines towards peace, then you

should also incline towards peace and trust in Allah

The Prophet Muhammad () followed this instruction of the
Qur’an and never missed any chance of peace making covenant with
the enemies. However, while the treaty of Hudaybiyah was being
drafted, the attitude and clauses of the leaders of the infidels of
Makkah were not based on justice and equality, rather, they were
provocative for the companions of the Prophet Muhammad (). But
the Prophet Muhammad (#£) accepted these clauses only for the
establishment of peace. It is reported:
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disobey against his order and He will not let me go
waste.

FINDINGS OF THE RESEARCH:

The following messages of peace can be derived from the
above discussion and narrations:

The compassion of the Prophet Muhammad () was not limited to
the Muslims only, but for the non-Muslims, too, even for his worst
enemies.

The Prophet Muhammad (:£)’s love for Allah and the humanity
inspires and dominates the lives of all the sincere and the honest
human beings, beyond the barriers of faith, caste, nation, origin, and
creed for over more than fourteen hundred years till now.

Since Allah bears the qualities of al-Rahman (the Most Gracious)
and al-Rahim (the Most Merciful), simply, the Messenger of Allah,
Muhammad (#), demonstrates the qualities as the merciful and the
gracious for all the worlds.

The fact is that the quality of peace, equality, and justice are linked
with his Prophet-hood.

o pu Fons
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And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except
as a mercy to the worlds.

e The Islamic community, as the followers of the Prophet
Muhammad (#) is obliged to ensure freedom and dignity of
every human being both for the Muslims, as well as, the non-
Muslims.
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CONCLUSION:

Scrutiny of Strah of the Prophet Muhammad (#) reveals that
he was a pure personification of the principles of peace and
tolerance for the Muslims and the non-Muslims, even for his worst
enemies. The analysis of his conduct, sayings, and practice with the
non-Muslims and his enemies are the model and modus operandi for
the foreign policy makers as a symbol of peace, Justice, and
tolerance, transcending the national boundaries to resolve conflicts.
Finally, the Prophet Muhammad (%) and his followers cannot be
blamed for the misdeeds of some of the Muslims, even if they carry
out their activities in the name of Islam, as long as these misdeeds
contradict the teachings of the Qur’an and Sirah of the Prophet
Muhammad (%), who was sent as the mercy and the peace for the
entire humanity for all their individual and collective affairs,
including the Muslims, the non-Muslims and even the enemies, too.
The study of the foreign policies of the Prophet Muhammad (&) is
an ideal model and an example for making relations with other
communities, nations, beliefs and states.
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World Peace in the Light of Sirah
of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH

Dr. Muhammad Hafeez Arshad*

ABSTRACT

The advancement in science and technology has made the
world peace and prosperity very important at this time in the human
history. We find in the human history, since it was recorded, that
almost all the civilizations were very intolerant, brutal to their
opponents, especially, to the believers of other religions. On the
other hand, the Islamic states were the most tolerant and
accommodating to other religions. This fact is proved from the early

history of Islam during the period of the Prophet Muhammad (&)
and his immediate successors. Similar is the case in the later history
of the Muslims, during the period of the Abbasid, the Umayyids in
Spain, the Turks, the Mughal era and in the Far East. Human and
economic losses in wars were very huge during the first, the second
world wars, and the current wars being fought in Iraq and
Afghanistan. The human and material losses are horrible. The
author believes that the Prophet Muhammad (#£)’s teachings and
traditions of moderation, tolerance, human respect, freedom of
religious practice are the only ways to peace and prosperity in the
world.

Keywords: Peace, Judaism. Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Hadith, tolerance, moderation, acceptance.

* Director, Higher Learning Centre Halifax U.K. Email: drmharshad@gmail.com
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World peace is very important in the current geopolitical
situation. The advancement in science has changed the world into a
global village and as a result, the communication among individuals
and nations is very fast. Time and space barrier has almost
disappeared. Science has provided comfort and convenience on the
one side, and, on the other side, has created mass destruction
weapons. Human killing was never as easy as it is now. Thus, the
situation has taken far more very serious a shape as compared to
what it was fourteen hundred years before. The world is just a bag,
filled with explosive, which needs its fuse to be pulled as mentioned
in the Holy Qur’an:
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And hold fast, all of you together, to the rope of
Allah (i.e. This Qur'dn), and be not divided among

yourselves, and remember Allah's favour on you, for

you were enemies one to another, but He joined your

hearts together, so that, by his Grace, you became

brethren (in the Islamic faith), and you were on the

brink of a pit of fire, and He saved you from it. Thus

Allah makes his Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,

lessons, signs, revelations, etc.,) clear to you, that

you may be guided.)

In these circumstances, the peace and its effectiveness in the
world community and in the individual nation is very vital on the
one side, and the methodology to adopt for peace is, on the other
side. If we look at the human history since it was recorded from
Babylon in Mesopotamia to the twentieth century with modern
weapons, we see that the best tested methodology is the guidelines
provided and implemented by the prophet Muhammad (%) during
the eleven years of his leadership as the head of the state.



World Peace in the Light of Sirah 17

What is peace? Peace means an act to stop war or it is
freedom from war and violence.

Religious Extremism in History:

All the religious leaders and the reformers preached peace,
but their followers, for many reasons, forgot the lesson and fought
wars and killed their opponents and those who differ from them.

In Hinduism, there were wars between Pandavas and
Kauravas.® In their Holy book it is quoted “Allow them to kill the
opponent”.®)

In another holy book, it is said that the untouchable
(Shiidhar) are not allowed to read and touch the holy book. It is
reported in their holy book:

“Ram kills ‘Shambhiika’ an untouchable saint for worshipping God

for the Hindu caste system did not permit untouchables to worship

God”. @

In Judaism, the Jews were very harsh on the non-Jews when they
were in power. The Christians became victims of the Jews during
the fifties and sixties B.H (before Hijrah) in Najran (Yemen). The
Jews always treated themselves special and sacred race as compared
to other human beings. The attempt to crucify Jesus was due to
religious intolerance. Similarly, the Jews became victim of the
Persians in Iran and Iraq. Jerusalem was destroyed. Similarly, they
were attacked by the Romans. They were made slaves by the
Pharaohs in Egypt. There is a long history of the Jews, victimizing
others and becoming victims of others brutality.

Christianity has also a history full of blood and fire. In the
fifth century A.D., the war between the Catholics and the non-
Catholics took thousand of human lives. During the Roman rule,
when the Catholicism was the official religion, the life for the non-
Catholics and the Jews was very hard. In the fifth century, the
Christian Church was very harsh and did not allow the non-Christian
to live safely The king Constantine and Hercules killed the non-
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Christian.® In the recent history, the Muslims were killed in Bosnia
and Serbia during the United Nations Peace Missions due to the
religious extremism.

In Buddhism, the Buddha’s teachings for peace are very
important. He preached seclusion and isolation, but when his
followers got power, they were very hard on the non-Buddhists. The
period of Ghandhara rule (Ashoka and Kanshik in India) was good
only for the Buddha’s followers; Hindus were living a very hard life.
In the recent days, the Muslims were killed in Myanmar (Burma)
and the same happened in Philippine.

In Zoroastrianism, its history is not different from Hinduism.
During his rule in Persia, the king Perveyz attacked the capital
Jerusalem, destroyed the temples, and killed many thousand
Christians and also twenty six thousand Jews.

Islam and Tolerance:

Islam has a different history; the leader of Islam (Prophet
Muhammad (#) himself signed the first treaty on his migration from
Makkah to Madinah with different communities living in and around
Madinah, called Yathrib at that time. This treaty is called the Treaty
of Madinah. Mawlana Saft al-Rehman writes about this situation:

“The Prophet Muhammad (&) faced three different

nations of the society in Madinah. “These were the

Muslims, the Jews, and the ancient tribes of

Madinah. The problems of every nation were totally

different from others”.®
It was among all the communities living in Madinah i.e., the Jews,
the Muslims, the non-Muslim, the pagans and other religions. Every
religion and culture were not only recognized, but also given full

freedom to practice it.

In Holy Qur’an, the followers of Ibrahimic religions are
invited to dialogue:
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(Say O Muhammad (4): "O people of the Scripture
(The Jews and The Christians): come to a word that
is just between us and you, that we worship none but
Allah, and that we associate no partners with Him,
and that none of us shall take others as lords besides
Allah. Then, if they turn away, say: "Bear witness
that we are Muslims".

Later, when Islam became a power in the region under the
leadership of the Prophet Muhammad (i), he also signed a treaty
with the Christian community living in Najran. Huzyfah reports that
two men came from Najran and requested the prophet (4£) to send a
trutstworthy man with them:
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The both of them said (to the Prophet (), "We will give
what you should ask but you should send a trustworthy man with us,
and do not send any person with us but an honest one." The Prophet
(%) said, "I will send an honest man who Is really trustworthy."
Then every one of the companions of Allah's Messenger () wished
to be that one. Then the Prophet said, "Get up, O Abu 'Ubaida bin
Al-Jarrah." When he got up, Allah's Messenger () said, "This is the
Trustworthy man of this (Muslim) nation".

It was the pact signed by the Muslims and the Christians of

Najran. According to this treaty, the Christians had full freedom to
practice their religion and culture and live their life freely. They
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were exempted from compulsory security services, rather, they were
provided security against the payment of a tax called Jizyah (reward
for services). A similar treaty was signed by the second Caliph
‘Umar, the great, with the Christians of Syria (Jerusalem) at the
surrender of Jerusalem. During the period of ‘Umar, which started
three years after the death of the Prophet Muhammad (%), the
churches used to be given the financial support by the Islamic state.
This tradition and the system continued during the period of the
Ummayyid’s and the Abbasid’s rule in the Middle East and the
Ummayyid’s rule in Spain. During the Crusades, the Muslim rulers
(e,g. Saladin) let the Christians armies go freely, while thousand of
the Muslims had been slaughtered by the Christian armies before it,

when they conquered Palestine.”” The Ottoman Empire was also

very generous with the non-Muslim communities.!? Similarly, the
Mughals were generous with the Hindus in India.

We need peace, if there is no peace among the world
communities, then, there will be no war. The losses caused by the
wars since 1910 are as follows:

The First World War (1914-18): It is estimated that 37 million:
over 16 million deaths and 20 million wounded."

The Second World War (1939-45): World War II fatality statistics
vary, with estimates of total dead ranging from 50 million to more
than 80 million."' Twenty million people were affected by the war
related diseases. Apart from these losses, the genocide of the Jews,
the Romanian and the Armenians is an agony in the human history.

I am not reporting the figures from the wars of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Korea, which were the result of the conflict between
the super powers. In the recent wars, the loss of Iraq war, which
started on the preemptive basis, the loss of human life was between
151,000 to over one million ! The economic cost to USA is 4.4
trillion dollars for the period 2003-2011. Afghanistan is over and
extra. The amount spent from 2001 to 2014 in US dollars is 4374.5
billion, a major portion of the cost is following:
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823.8 Billion US Dollars on Iraq.

718.6 Billion US dollars on Afghanistan

836.0 Billion US dollars on Pentagon Bases

471.0 Billion US dollars on Home land security

160.0 Billion US dollars on Veteran Care

315.0 Billion US Dollars on interest on borrowing.

29.0 Billion US Dollars on Noble Eagle

19.0 Billion US Dollars to Pakistan on war against
terrorism. 19

In spite of these huge human and economic losses, the main
problem is still there and the situation is like there is no light at the
end of the tunnel.

Considering the present situation and the losses caused by
the wars, the need for world peace is far more urgent and important,
now, than it was ever in the past. The present political systems and
the other religions are unable to deliver peace to the world. Now, I
would like to highlight the policy laid down by Islam for community
peace and inter religious understanding.

Islam and Peace:

The meaning of Islam is peace. When a Muslim meets
another Muslim, he greets him by saying al-Salam ‘Alaykum, peace
be with you. This term started by the Prophet () of Islam. In the
Qur’an the following Ayah clearly gives the message of peace:
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because of that we ordained for the Children of
Israel that if anyone killed a person not in
retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in
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the land - it would be as if he killed all mankind, and
if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the
life of all mankind. And indeed, there came to them
Our Messengers with clear proofs, evidences, and
signs, even then after that many of them continued to
exceed the limits (e.g. by doing oppression unjustly
and exceeding beyond the limits set by Allah by
committing the major sins) in the land!

The Prophet () of Islam always liked moderation, religious

tolerance and individual respect in the social behaviour. A Few
quotations from the Holy Qur’an will be sufficient to prove it:
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Surely, We have sent down to you (O Muhammad)
the Book (this Qur'an) in truth that you might judge
between men by that which Allah has shown you (i.e.
has taught you through the divine inspiration), so be
not a pleader for the treacherous.)
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(Say: "Shall I seek a lord other than Allah, while He

is the Lord of all things? No person earns any (sin)

except against himself (only), and no bearer of

burdens shall bear the burden of another. Then unto

your Lord is your return, so He will tell you that

wherein you have been differing.)

Moderation is a very important principle for all the human
attitudes and policies, whether it is at the individual level or as state
policies. The Qur’anic guidance is:
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And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your
walking, and lower your voice. Verily, the harshest
of all voices is the voice (braying) of the ass.

Similarly, in another Ayah, the command is:
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Say (O Muhammad): "Invoke Allah or invoke the
Most Beneficent (Allah), by whatever name you
invoke Him (it is the same), for to Him belong the
best names. And offer your Salah (prayer) neither
aloud nor in a low voice, but follow a way between.)

The difference among human beings is a part of their natural
capabilities; tolerance is the best way of teaching:
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and had your Lord willed, those on the earth would
have believed, all of them together. So, will you (O
Muhammad) then compel mankind, until they
become believers.

The prophet Muhammad (%) delivered sermon during his
last pilgrimage in Makkah on the 9th Dhii al-Hajj, which is the final
charter of peace and the human rights for a Muslim society, but it is
equally useful for the world community. He said:

O’ People! Listen to my words, for I do not know
whether we shall ever meet again and perform Hajj
after this year. O’ people! Alldah says, O’ people We
created you from one male and one female, and
made you into tribes and nations, so as to be known
to one another. Verily, in the sight of Allah, the most
honoured amongst you is the one who is the most
God-fearing. There is no superiority for an ‘Arab
over a non-‘Arab and for a non-‘Arab over an
‘Arab, nor for the white over the black nor for the
black  over the white except in God-
consciousness.?Y
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He was so concerned that he instructed his followers to
spread his message to those who are not attending the meeting' Then
he said “Have I conveyed the message”. The crowd, which was
around a hundred thousand, replied “Indeed, you have conveyed the
message.”

A Hadith is reported by Ibn ‘Abbas that the Prophet () said:
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“Be careful from extremism (GHULUW) in your
religion. Indeed, the old nations before you were

’

destroyed due to extremism in their religion.’

In another Hadith, the Prophet () said,
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“The two groups among my Ummah will never
be granted my intercession: the one is the cruel and the
unfair ruler and the second group is which exercises
extremism in the religion. I not only disassociate from
these, but will be a hostile witness on the Day of
Judgment.

In another Hadith, Prophet (#) explained the situation in
which most of the people waste their energies on non-productive
issues and create confusions and misunderstandings among masses.
It is reported by Abii Tha‘labah al-khashni. He said that the Prophet
(%) said,
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“That Allah has declared some action as

compulsory, so, do not ignore these, and fixed some
boundaries for you, do not trespass these boundaries and
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prohibited some things, do not go near to these and left
some things intentionally, do not involve in those. ”

The Prophet’s Character:

According to ‘A’ishah, the wife of the prophet (), the
character of the prophet (#) was a living Qur’an. Some of his

qualities relating to peace and harmony among human beings are
mentioned here:

Politeness was a quality of his character. Allah has given
command for politeness in the human character.
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And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them

gently. And had you been severe and harsh-hearted,

they would have broken away from about you; so

pass over (their faults), and ask (Allah's) forgiveness

for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then,

when you have taken a decision, put your trust in

Allah, Certainly, Allah loves those who put their

trust (in Him).

The Prophet (#) was always polite and kind in his personal
behaviour with the non-Muslim and the Muslims equally, except for
the enforcement of law.

Acceptability of the other faiths: Islamic society is
accommodating to other faiths. In the Qur’an, it is mentioned that
other faiths are the part of the human social culture. see the
reference 21.

Prohibition of Harassments:

According to the Qur’anic teachings, there is no enforcement
or intimidation for the change of religion in Islam, this is mentioned
in the following verse:
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04 e
There is no compulsion in the religion. Verily, the
right path has become distinct from the wrong path.
Whoever disbelieves in Taghiit and believes in Allah,
Then, he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold
that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-

Knower.

In a Hadith, the Prophet PBUH has prohibited carrying
weapons into the places of worship, in markets or with the intention
to fight with other people, who are at peace.
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Another Hadith, which is reported by Anas, says that the Apostle of
Allah said:
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“Who prays our prayer, and faces to our Qiblah
(direction during prayer), eats our food (Haldl), he is
Muslim and he is in the protection of Allah. Do not harm
those who are in the protection of Allah.”

Tolerance:

Tolerance is one of the important qualities, which is highly
emphasized in the Qur’anic and the Prophetic teachings. Similarly,
moderation is an important quality for a Muslim in his social
behaviour. In a Hadith, which is reported by Ibn ‘Umar, he says that
he heard from the Prophet () say:

@9« PERa ok &y B (s sk Yy



World Peace in the Light of Sirah 27

“Do not revert to Kufr after my death and start cutting
throats of one and other.”

In another Hadith, it is said that:
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“the best human behaviour is the moderate behaviour.

A Muslim society or some other states, which practices the
above guidelines in their societies, will be enjoying the best inter
communal harmonious relationships. In the present situation, these
qualities are very important to be introduced and practiced in the
multicultural societies to create harmony, cohesion and coexistence.
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(An Analytical Study in the Modern Socio-Political Context)
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ABSTRACT

Different religious, political and social leaders tried their best to

establish peace and prosperity in the society in different phases of
the human history. An influential effort out of these efforts is that of
the Prophet () Muhammad. The Prophet (4) faced a pluralistic
society of different faiths and religions in Madinah. So, to make a
better relationship and establish peace between the Muslims and the
other communities of Madinah, an agreement, which is called
Mithaq al-Madinah, was made. Mithaq al-Madinah was not only a
deed, but it presents all those principles and regulations, which were
mandatory for peace building in a state or society. The excellent
aspect of this charter is that the recipients of this charter were not the
Muslims only, but a pluralistic society of different faiths. These
communities were bound to establish peace with an agreement. This
charter is an excellent model of peace, prosperity, freedom and
human rights. According to this charter, all the parties were free
with their religious beliefs and social interests. It was also the
constitution of Madinah. The renowned Muslim scholars are
unanimously agreed that it was the first written constitution of the
world. This agreement provides all other communities of Madinah
(the Jews, the Christians, and the polytheists) equal rights and
freedom. Consequently, the charter of Madinah can become a base
for enduring peace and peaceful coexistence in a pluralistic world
for the sake of the welfare of the human beings.
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Introduction:

Peace has been the most vital issue for the humankind since
they came into being; especially, it becomes the most significant and
burning issue in the contemporary socio-political world. Scholars of
every faith and community have understood this fact through the
experience of centuries that all the human resources and the
intellectual development are based on peace and peaceful
coexistence. The prophets and the socio-political leaders tried their
best to establish peace in the world in different phases of history.
Every voice has its own vision and importance, but an influential
voice, out of these voices, is that of the Prophet Muhammad ().
This is not only a voice, but, a leading character that influenced the
entire humanity in the shortest time of history.

Muhammad (&) is the Prophet of peace and mercy. His ()
message of peace and mercy is not limited to the Muslims only, but,
to all of the humankind all over the world. Almighty Allah describes

this fact in the noble Qur’an " in this way:
Of &y NIA PSRN et It ¥
“We sent thee not (O, the messenger of Allah), but
as a Mercy for all creatures.”

The Prophet Muhammad (4%) said about peace:

“A perfect Muslim is the one from whose tongue and
hands, the mankind is safe.” &)

In fact, it is the divine message of peace for all the
humankind without any discrimination of faith, color, race and
gender. The Holy prophet (42) made the best efforts for peace and
peace building, wherever he got the chance. These are not just my
religious affiliation, nor are the sentiments, which compel me to
state this, but it is a great fact; the human history bears witness to it.
Another the most significant and the notable point is that the Prophet
Muhammad (&) influenced the humanity more than anyone else in
this world.
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A well-known Muslim scholar says:

“History has neither witnessed nor will ever witness
again another human figure whose presence,
thought, action, inaction and eventual demise
exerted such a profound impact on the humanity as

did the Holy Prophet Muhammad (£%).”™
Even the enemies of Islam accept this fact.

The Historical Perspective of Mithaq al-Madinah:

When the Prophet (#) arrived at Madinah, he faced a
pluralistic society of different faiths and religions. So to make a
better relationship and establish peace between the Muslims and the
other communities of Madinah, an agreement, which is called
Mithaq al-Madinah (Charter of Madinah) was signed. A renowned
Strah writer, Dr. ‘All Muhammad al-Sallabi states about the Charter:

“When the Prophet (¥%) came into Madinah, he

wrote a legal document to manage the relationship

of the citizens of Madinah, which is called in

historical books Mithaq al-Madinah.”®

It was not only a deed, but it presents all those principles and
regulations that were mandatory for peace building in a state or
society, even most of them are the part of the constitutions of the
developed countries of the modern world. Almost all of the Sirah
writers give place to this imperative document in their books.

It should be kept in mind that the socio-political scenario of
Madinah was different from that of Makkah. Dr. Muhammad
Hamidu’llah writes:

“When the Holy Prophet (&) started his preaching

and reformative work in the Holy City of Makkah

and proposed a change in the beliefs and practices,

existing for generations, he first surprised his

countrymen, then he was hated and, in the end, he

encountered their opposition and hostility.”©

Therefore, it seems suitable to analyze the socio-political
situation of Madinah, where the Prophet (#) signed this agreement
to establish peace and prosperity of the state and society. When the
Prophet (42) moved to Madinah, he faced a pluralistic society of
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different faiths and communities. In Makkah there were only two
parties: the Quraysh of Makkah (the polytheists) and the Muslims
companions of the Prophet (4). In Madinah there were powerful
groups of the Jews, the ancient tribes of polytheists and a little
minority of the Christians, even the total number of al-Aws and al-
Khizraj did not completely accept Islam.

A well-known Islamic Scholar Mawlana Saft al-Rehman

writes about this situation:
“The Prophet Muhammad (‘&) faced three different
nations of the society in Madinah. “These were the
Muslims, the Jews, and the ancient tribes of
Madinah. The problems of every nation were totally
different from others.” ™
Therefore, it was a big challenge for the Prophet (%) to
manage the issues according to their status and environment. It is
also significant to discuss briefly the different communities of
Madinah. In this way, we can see and observe how the Prophet

Muhammad (#£) managed to overcome these issues through the help
of Almighty Allah and his Prophetic wisdom.

The Muslims (the Muhajirin and the Ansar:

The first major and dominant group of Madinah was the
Muslims, who belong to Muhajirin (the immigrants) of Makkah and
the Ansar (the helpers) of al-Aws and al-Khizraj tribes. These were
the followers of the Prophet Muhammad (#£) and ready to face any

kind of sacrifice for the sake of Allah and his Prophet (4€). There
were two core issues regarding the Muslims: one was, to
economically accommodate them, especially, the immigrants, and
the other was, to unite them for the Islamic mission and reconstruct
a peaceful society in Madinah. It means that peace and peaceful
society are essential for the economic, as well as, the social and the
spiritual development. For that purpose, the Prophet Muhammad

(#) established an agreement between the Muslims (Ansar and
Muh3jirin) that is called Mawakhat al-Madinah (the Islamic
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Brotherhood). Mawlana Munir Ahmad says regarding this
agreement:
“The Prophet Muhammad (%) for peace building in
Madinah did an excellent work which is called
Mawakhat (the Brotherhood), It was the first peace
agreement of the world, the core objective of it was
to eliminate all kinds of discrimination based on
country, race and tribes; all standards of respect
and disrespect based on humanity and Tagwa. »(®)

According to my perception, it is not only an agreement, but,
a legal document with ethical and spiritual authority. In this way, the
Muslims were accommodated socially, economically and spiritually.

The Polytheists of Madinah:

The second important, but less resistant community were the
ancient tribes of Madinah. Basically, they were the sub-clans
(branches of the said tribe) of al-Aws and al-Khizraj and the original
inhabitants of Madinah. Most of them embraced Islam and the
remaining had no hostile sentiments about Islam and the Prophet

(#). Peace had become their collective weakness and need, because
the battles, lasted for decades, had wasted their economic, human

and social capital.

Mawlana Shibli No‘mant said:

“In Madinah the relationship between the Ansar (al-
Aws & al-Khizraj) and the Jews was not so good.
But the civil war of the Aws and the Khizraj smashed
the peace of Madinah. The battle of Bu'‘ath had
broken the power of the Aws and the Khizraj. The
Jews of Madinah tried their best that they might not
unite each other.”®

Imam Bukhar also narrates a Hadith of the Prophet () from
Hadrat ‘Ai’shah (RA) on the demerits of the battle of Bu‘ath. Hadrat
‘A’ishah (RA) says:

“When the Prophet (%) came in to Madinah they

(al-Aws and al-Khizraj) were divided into rival

faction and their nobles had been killed or wounded.

God brought this about before the coming of His

Prophet (), so that they might embrace Islam. »(10)
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In other words, they were waiting for a savior of the society.
Even most of them were ready to make ‘Abdullah Ibn Obayy as the
supreme leader of Madinah. In the meanwhile, the Prophet
Muhammad (#) arrived at Madinah and became the collective voice
of peace and prosperity of the society. In this way, the polytheist
tribes and the ancient individuals of Madinah became the part of this
peace agreement without any reservations and hesitation.

The Jews of Madinah:

The third most important and influential community of
Madinah was the Jews. There were many tribes of Jews in Madinah
and its surroundings, but three were very prominent, Bani
Qurayzah, Bant Nadir and Bant Qaynuqa‘. They were the traders
and they earned wealth during the battles and conflicts of al-Aws
and al-Khizraj through interests and weapons. They were very
dangerous, rich and had also the ability to create law and order
situation in Madinah. They had a wider role in the politics of
Madinah. So, it seems necessary to introduce the Jews of Madinah
in detail, because they were the strong community of Madinah and
an important part of the Mithaq al-Madinah. This is also an open
truth that no leader could neglect them for the sake of peace and
prosperity of Madinah. So, after Mawakhat-e-Madinah between the
Ansar and the Muhajirin, the Prophet (#) kept full focus and
attention on the Jews.

The Jews were not the actual citizen of Madimah. Then, a
valid academic question is that why and from where the Jews came
in Madinah. According to the Islamic historians, basically, they
belonged to Jerusalem and Syria. They came in Madinah after the
fall of Jerusalem from Byzantines and Assyrians. Mawlana Saft al-
Rehman writes:

“They came in Madinah due to the persecution and
the injustice of the Romans and the Assyrians and
permanently settled in Hijaz. Actually, they came
from Greece, but adopted the local ‘Arab culture,
civilization, dress-code and other manners of
life. "'V
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He further said:

“Although they got mixed with the ‘Arab society,
even the name of their children became ‘Arabic and
instanced the intermarriages with the local ‘Arab
tribes, however, they retained their individual
identity and ethnic supremacy of being Jewish-
Isra 'tz (1

They believed in the priority of religious racism and did not
feel hesitate to call the ‘Arabs, ignorant (Ummiyyin). They eat their
resources unlawfully, without any moral right. Allah describes about
this in the Holy Qur’an:
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“There is no call on us (to keep faith) with these
ignorant (Arabs).”

The Jews were very rich and had total hold and control on
the economy and market of Madinah. The Book of Sirah “The
Sealed Nectar” describes this situation:

“They excelled in the arts of earning money and
trading. They, in fact, had monopolized trade of
cereals, dates, wine, clothes, export and import. »(14)

This Book further elaborates:

“They were excellent in doing corruption and
scheming. They used to sow seeds of enmity
between adjunct tribes and persuaded each other to
devise plots and bother with the natural outcomes of
continuous exhaustive bloody fighting. »(13)

Moreover, the Jews were very clever. They were the
mastermind of the conflicts in Madinah, because they were
considered the unlimited beneficiary of each economic, social and

political activity, even of war. Mawlana Safi al-Rehman said:

“When they felt that the fire of hatred was about to
subside, they would increase it by adopting new
means so that they could always have the upper
hand and at the same time they gain heavy interest
rates on loans spent on inter-tribal warfare.” 1

This was the demographic scene of Madinah at the time of
the Prophet (4) immigration to Madinah. So, it could not be, even,
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imagined that there could be any kind of peace or political stability
in Madinah without the contribution or consultation of the Jews.
Another important issue is that the three groups of Madinah (the
Muslims, the Jews and the local tribes) have different interests and
thoughts. Therefore, it was a big challenge to achieve peace and
reform such pluralistic society. Sheykh MubarakpiirT said:

“No doubt, the construction of a society that runs in
line with this type of ethics cannot be accomplished
overnight within a month or year. It requires a long
time to build during which legislation and
legalization will run gradually in the complementary
process with mind cultivation.” ")

Consequently, the Prophet () persuaded the three groups on
an agreement, which was the key to all kinds of peace, prosperity
and development in Madinah. This agreement is called Mithaq al-
Madinah (The Peace treaty of Madinah) in the history books. This
was also a constitution of the little state of Madinah. The
fundamental objective of this agreement or constitution was to
establish peace in Madinah, as well as, its surroundings. Mawlana
Safi al-Rehman said:

“The core objective of all these efforts of the

Prophet (%) was to provide peace, prosperity and

security to all the mankind at large, and to bring

about a spirit of understanding and harmony within

his region, in particular.” 1®

The Mithaq al-Madinah was not only a legal document, but a
complete constitution of the State. Therefore, a renowned Muslim
Scholar Dr. Muhammad Hamidu’llah says it is the first written
constitution of the world. He said:

“After arrival in Madinah, the Prophet Muhammad

(%) called a meeting and present a proposal to

establish a government. The majority of the tribes of

Madinah accepted it and in this way, wrote a

document with consultation of all the allies about

the rights and the duties of the ruler and the public.

The historical importance of this document is that it

is the first Witten constitution of the world. »(19)
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The Study of the Text of Mithaq al-Madinah:

This should be understood; the first and last objective of this
charter or agreement was to establish peace and stability in

Madinah. So, for that reason, it seems necessary to describe the
relevant text of this historical peace agreement. It is an authentic
historical document and every trustworthy historian and Sirah writer
mentions it in his study of Sirah. Many Muslim scholars give much
weight to it and do research about its authenticity and importance
and impacts. The most imminent and valuable research work about
Mithaq al-Madinah is the work of Dr. Muhammad Hamidu’llah. He
said about the authenticity of this document.

“In the year very first year of the Holy Prophet’s ()
migration to Madinah, he had a deed drawn up in
which there was a detailed discussion of the
prerogatives and obligations of the ruler, as well as,
of other immediate requirements. Fortunately, the
whole of this document, word for word, has been
reproduced by Ibn Ishaq and Abu ‘Ubayd in their
respective books.” 0

Another prominent Muslim scholar Dr. Zia al-‘Umari also
research out its authenticity and writes in his the most important
book “al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah al-Sahihah”. He stated about the
authenticity of the Mithaq al-Madinah after studying the various
related chains of narrations of this important document:

“When those narrations are considered as a group,
they strengthen one another to the degree that they
are raised to the level of authentic Ahadith.” @n

According to the historians, this document has 53 articles,
sections or clauses and two parts, one is relevant to the Muslims and
other is relevant to the Jews. Dr. Hamidu’llah further says:

“This document contains 53 sentences, or, to use

legal terminology, articles; and is an invaluable

example of the legal language and the manner of

document-writing of the time. The importance of it

has been felt by the European Christians even more

than by the Muslim historians.” ??



Mithaq al-Madinah: A Universal Charter of Peace 40

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
(1) This is a prescript of Muhammad (%), the Prophet and the

Messenger of God (to operate) between the faithful and the
followers of Islam from among the Quraish and the people of
Madinah and those who may be under them, may join them and
take part in wars in their company.

(2) They (The Muslims) shall constitute a separate political unit
(Ummah) as distinguished from all the people (of the world).

(3) The emigrants (Muhdjirin) from the Quraish shall be
(responsible) for their own ward; and shall pay their blood-money in
mutual collaboration and shall secure the release of their own
prisoners by paying their ransom from themselves, so that the
mutual dealings between the believers be in accordance with the
principles of goodness and justice.

(4-11) Bant ‘Awf, Bant al-Harith Ibn Khazraj, Banii Sa‘idah,
Banii Ju‘sham, Banii al-Najjar, Bani ‘Amir Ibn ‘Awf, Bani al-
Nabit, Banii al-A’ws (The local Tribes of Madinah) shall be
responsible for their own ward and shall pay their blood-money in
mutual collaboration, and every group shall secure the release of its
own prisoners by paying their ransom from themselves so that the
dealings between the believers be in accordance with the principles
of goodness and justice.

(12-b) Also, no believer shall enter into a contract of clientage with
one who is already in such a contract with another believer.

(13) And the hands of pious believers shall be raised against every
such person as rises in rebellion or attempts to acquire anything by
force or is guilty of any sin or excess or attempts to spread mischief
among the believers; their hands shall be raised all together against

such a person, even if he be a son to any one of them.
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(14) And the believer shall not kill another believer in retaliation for
an unbeliever, nor shall he help an unbeliever against a believer.
(15) And the protection of God is one. The humblest of them
(believers) can, by extending his protection to any one, put the
obligation on all; and the believers are brothers to one another as
against all the people (of the world).

(16) And that those who will obey us among the Jews, will have
help and equality. Neither shall they be oppressed nor will any help
be given against them.

(20-b) And that no associator (the non-Muslim subject) does not
give any protection to the life and property of a Quraishite, nor shall
he come in the way of any believer in this matter.

(21) And if any one intentionally murders a believer, and it is
proved, he shall be killed in retaliation, unless the heir of the
murdered person be satisfied with blood-money. And all believers
shall actually stand for this ordinance and nothing else shall be
proper for them to do.

(22) And it shall not be lawful for any one, who has agreed to carry
out the provisions laid down in this code and has affixed his faith in
God and the Day of Judgment, to give help or protection to any
murderer, and if he gives any help or protection to such a person,
God’s curse and wrath shall be on him on the Day of Resurrection,
and no money or compensation shall be accepted from such a
person.

(23) And that whenever you (the Muslims) differ about anything,
refer it to God and to Muhammad ().

(24) And the Jews shall share with the believers the expenses of war

so long as they fight in conjunction,
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(25) And the Jews of Banti ‘Awf shall be considered as one political
community (Ummah) along with the believers, for the Jews their
religion, and for the Muslims theirs, be one client or patron. He,
however, who is guilty of oppression or breach of the treaty, shall

suffer the resultant trouble as also his family, but no one besides.

(26-33) And the Jews of Banii al-Najjar, Bant al-Harith, Bana
Sa‘idah, Bani Ju‘sham, Bani al-Aws, Banti Tha‘labah, Banii al-
Shutaybah and Jafnah shall have the same rights as the Jews of
Bant ‘Awf. Of course, whoever is found guilty of oppression or
violation of the treaty, shall himself suffer the consequent trouble as
also his family, but no one besides.

(34) And the Mawali (clients) of Tha‘labah shall have the same
rights as those of the original members of it.

(35)And the sub-branches of the Jewish tribes shall have the same
rights as the mother tribes

(36-a) And that none of them shall go out to fight as a soldier of
the Muslim army, without the permission of Muhammad ().

(36-b) And no obstruction shall be placed in the way of any one’s
retaliation for beating or injuries; and whoever sheds blood shall be
personally responsible for it, as well as, his family; or else (i.e., any
step beyond this) will be of oppression; and God will be with him
who will most faithfully follow this code in action (Sahifah).

(37-a) And the Jews shall bear the burden of their expenses and the
Muslims theirs.

(37-b) And if any one fights against the people of this code, their
i.e., of the Jews and the Muslims) mutual help shall come into
operation, and there shall be friendly counsel and sincere behavior

between them; and faithfulness and no breach of covenant.
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(38) And the Jews shall be bearing their own expenses so long as

they shall be fighting in conjunction with the believers.

(39) And the Valley of Yathrib (Madinah) shall be a Haram (a war

free, sacred place) for the people of this code.

(40) The clients (Mawali) shall have the same treatment as the
original persons (i.e., persons accepting clientage). He shall neither
be harmed nor shall he himself break the covenant.

(41) And no refuge shall be given to anyone without the permission
of the people of the place (i.e., the refugee shall have no right of
giving refuge to others).

(42) And that if any murder or quarrel takes place among the people
of this code, from which any trouble may be feared, it shall be
referred to God and the God’s Messenger, Muhammad (#); and
God will be with him who will be most particular about what is
written in this code and act on it the most faithfully.

(43) The Quraish shall be given no protection nor shall they who
help them.

(44) And they (i.e., the Jews and the Muslims) shall have each
other’s help in the event of any one invading Yathrib (Madinah).
(45-a) And if they (i.e., the Jews) are invited to any peace, they also
shall offer peace and shall be a party to it; and if they invite the
believers to some such affairs, it shall be their (the Muslims’) duty
as well to reciprocate the dealings, excepting that anyone makes a
religious war.

(45-b) On every group shall rest the responsibility of (repulsing) the
enemy from the place which faces its part of the city.

(46) And the Jews of the tribe of al-Aws, clients, as well as, the
original members, shall have the same rights as the people of this

code: and shall behave sincerely and faithfully towards the latter,
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not perpetrating any breach of the covenant. As what one shall sow,
so, shall he reap? And God is with him who will most sincerely and
faithfully carry out the provisions of this code.

(47) And this prescript shall not be of any avail to any oppressor or
breaker of the covenant. And one shall have security, whether one
goes out to a campaign or remains in Madinah, or else, it will be an
oppression and breach of the covenant. And God is the Protector of
him who performs the obligations with faithfulness and care, as also
His Messenger Muhammad(4).

[The text and the sequence of the document are taken from Dr.
Hamidu’llah’s Research Work with a minute amendment.
According to Well-Hausien, the constitution has 47 articles.
According to Dr. Hamidu’llah, the constitution has 53 articles in
addition to the sub-divisions (a) & (b). He kept the numbering of
Well-Hausien the same, because it is the international numbering.

He mentions his differences by the subdividing it into (a) & (b).] ¥

Impacts and Importance of Mithaq al-Madinah:

Mithaq al-Madinah is the most significant and historical
document of the Prophet’s (#) era. It was the base of all kinds of
peace and prosperity in blood-spattered society of the ‘Arabs. This
constitution provides all those valid principles that are the essential
part of the constitutions of the modern and the developed countries.
Dr. ‘Ali Muhammad al-Sallabi said:

“In order to give itself a precise meaning, every

newly formed nation needs to define itself by

answering the number of questions: What system of

rules is it based on? What system of rules is it going

to apply? Who are its citizens? Who are its allies?

What are the rights of each citizen? These and

similar questions are dealt with in the constitution of

the modern day countries and all these principles

are part of this historical constitution” ?¥
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Mithaq al-Madinah is a masterpiece of the prophetic
wisdom, as well as, it was the base of all kinds of social and
religious peace and harmony. Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Sani writes in
the international Sirah Journal:

“Mithaq al-Madinah is the masterpiece of the

Prophet’s (%) political wisdom and beauty of

management, as well as, it is full of political

harmony, peace freedom and justice.” )

Qadi Sulayman Mansiirpurt writes about the political
importance of Mithaq al-Madinah in the ‘Arab scenario:

“When all the nations of Madinah signed this treaty

the Prophet (%) should want to extend it up to the

neighbor tribes of Madinah. According to him there

were two advantages of this agreement; A)- To

eliminate the mutual bloodshed, B)- To save

Madinah from the Quraysh attacks. »(26)

A renowned Western scholar Well-Housein states about its
significance:

“The first ‘Arabic community with sovereign power

was established by Muhammad (%) in the city of

Madinah, not on the basis of blood which naturally

tends to diversity but upon that of religion which

binds to all.”*"

In the following lines, I shall try to analyze the impacts of

this historical document in peace building.

The Quality of the Constitution:

The ever first quality of Mithaq al-Madinah is that it is the
first written constitution of the world. Although in history, we hear
about the great Caledonian, Assyrian, Roman and Persian Empires,
but they have no written constitution and if we find something in the
name of the constitution, these were only the rights and
responsibilities of the rulers. Dr. Muhammad Hamidu’llah calls it
the first written constitution of the world. He said:

“Although the rules and regulations of a country
can be found in a more or less written form
everywhere, yet, in spite of strenuous search, I could
not find any instance of the constitution of a country,
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as distinct from ordinary al-Aws, reduced to writing,

before the time of the Holy Prophet Muhammad

(%.). ))(28)

Another important quality of this constitution is that it holds
all rules and regulations that are necessary for a government system
and found in the modern world constitutions. Refer to the statement
of a renowned Muslim scholar, Professor Dr. al-Sallabi quoted
before.

The third most imperative quality of this constitution is that
it was the constitution of the federation instead of a country or a
state, where all units and communities have equal rights and
responsibilities. Mawlana Munir Ahmad said:

“After the establishment of this Mithdq al-Madinah,

there became a federal government whose capital

was Madinah, its head was the Prophet Muhammad

(4) and its slogan was peace.”

The fourth most vital quality of this constitution is that the
final decisive authority will be the Almighty Allah and His Prophet
(#). It means the political control of Madinah was in the hands of
the Muslims. Ms. Zinat Hariin said:

“The constitution started in the name of the
Almighty Allah and the prophet Muhammad (%), this
mentions the Islamic and the ideological approach

of the constitution. Also, in the beginning of the
constitution, it was recognized that the final decisive
authority will be the Prophet (¥). It means the

source of power will be Allah and his prophet

(). "0

This is what we read in the article No. 1 of the Mithaq al-

Madinah:

Status of the Socio-political elements:

Although this constitution gives the Muslims authority of
rule over others, but it also gives the non-Muslims rights of
citizenship and other fundamental rights with equality. As we read
before that there were three stakeholders of Madinah. Professor
Siddique Qurayshi says:
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“Madinah was the pluralistic society of different
faiths: the Muslims, the Jews and the Polytheists of
al-Aws and al-Khizraj.” G0

These three groups would be the equal partner in their rights and
duties. As we read in the article No. 1 and 26:
According to Dr. ‘Alt Muhammad al-Sallabi:

“The constitution clearly expressed that the Jewish
inhabitants of Madinah were citizens of the Muslim
State. They have the right to help and they will not
be wronged. As for long a different religious
affiliation was not a reason to prevent one from
becoming a citizen.” (32)

Socio-Political Mutual Cooperation:

Mutual Cooperation between the political partners in peace
and war and other social issue is another most central aspect of this
constitution. Many Articles of the constitution are evidences this
fact. For example, see the article No. 25.

According to the article No. 40, if any one fights against the
people of this code, their i.e., of the Jews and the Muslims, mutual
help shall come into operation, and there shall be friendly counsel
and sincere behavior between them; there would be faithfulness and
there would be no breach of the covenant.” 33 See, especially, the
article No. 44;

According to the article No. 47, war and peace of the Jews and the
Muslims would be same for each other.

Safety from Political Anarchy:

This constitution of Madinah provides a guarantee of safety
from socio-political anarchy. It means this constitution brought
peace and prosperity in Madinah. This has been an essential need for
the development and the construction of the state and society in
every age. For this purpose, the change of clientage and partnership
(Mawalt and Halif) was forbidden and if necessary, it was
conditional with the approval of the prophet (#). This was because,
in the ‘Arab society, most of the relationships depended upon the
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change of clientage and partnership. See, the article No. 49. The
article No. 13 clearly expressed this deed.

An Islamic research scholar comments about this article in
this way:

“This sanction (bane on the clientage) in
constitution was due to the unity of the society that

the society be powerful instead of weak and this

social prosperity was required to the Prophet (&),
especially in future for the expansion of the
preaching and completion of the Mission.” ¥

Elimination of social crimes and injustice:

This constitution provides a firm base from the elimination
of social crimes and injustice. This was not exclusive to the Muslims
alone, but every political partner was bound to achieve it. This was
adopted as a collective approach to eliminate social crimes and
injustice and did not spare any relation, even a son from this law.
See the article No.13 in this regard.

This constitution gives the most attention to peace and
prosperity, even the last article of the constitution also related to
social prosperity. See the Article No. 50.

Therefore, we can say if a society has such a fair and a
collective system to eradicate social crimes and injustice, how
crimes can exist in that society.

Safety of human life:

Human life is the most valuable in every civilized society,
but Islam gives it an extraordinary significance. Islam considers
safety of a human life as the safety of the lives of all the humankind.
Allah says in the Holy Qur’an:
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“If one saved a life, it would be as if he saved the
life of the whole people.”

In Islamic point of view, the respect and dignity of a human
life is the most fundamental right. Even a society cannot be
considered a civilized one without this right. Mawlana Sayyad
Mawdiidi said:

“The most fundamental right of a human being is to

save the human life. If any law does not accept this

most essential right then this law cannot become a

civilized law and this society cannot live a peaceful

living.” 39

Many articles of this constitution accept and protect this
fundamental human right. For example, see the article No. 21.

The Qur’an also proves this article in this way:
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"Life for life, eye for eye, nose or nose, ear for ear,
tooth for tooth, and wounds equal for equal.”" But if

any one remits the retaliation by way of charity, it is
an act of atonement for him.”

The Article No. 38 of the constitution also expresses to
forbid the shedding of the human blood and makes it binding on the
Jews, as well. This constitution gives special protection to the life of
a Muslim. As we read in Article No. 14. No doubt this constitution
gives all kinds of protection and help to the Jews. See the Article
No. 16. It means Islam protects the human life through moral
teachings, as well as, through the law of Qisas (Retaliation) and
Diyyat (Blood money).

Socio-political Equality:

Islam grants all kinds of equality to the humankind for the
respect and the dignity of humanity. According to the Holy Qur’an,
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all the humans are equal. Islam does not believe in any social,
economic or racial discrimination. Allah says in the Qur’an:
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“O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of
a male and a female, and made you into nations and

tribes, that you may know each other (not that you
may despise each other).”

The Prophet Muhammad () said about human equality:

“O people! Verily, your Lord is one and your father

is one. All of you belong to one ancestry of Adam

and Adam was created out of clay. There is no

superiority for an ‘Arab over a non-‘Arab and for a

non-‘Arab over an ‘Arab.” ®?

Accordingly, this constitution promotes human equality
ultimately. See the article No. 15. It means they will help and

protect each other in any state of ease and insecurity.

According to the constitution, the important elements of the
society were bound to allow peace to prevail, as we read in the
article No. 47. According to Dr. al-Sallabi:

“Equality is a general principle that Islam

established and it helped to spread the message of

Islam.” 40

Dr. Ramzan Sa‘id al-Biitt1 said:

“Equality is not a beautiful slogan in Islam but an

important pillar of Islamic society and its

implementation is necessary in completion and finest

shape.” 4V

It means equality is a precious tradition of Islam, which
brings the human beings close together for the development and the

reformation.
Harmony, Freedom and Human Rights:

Islam promotes religious tolerance and harmony, since its
beginning, for the sake of dialogue and peace. Accordingly, the
constitution provides all kinds of freedom, rights and harmony to its
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signatories. Islam promotes freedom to humanity due to its respect
and dignity. The Holy Qur’an proclaims:
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“Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth

stands out clear from error: whoever rejects evil and

believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy

hand-hold that never breaks.”

The Prophet (4£) said:

"One who kills a man under a covenant (i.e. a

dhimmi) will not even smell the fragrance of the

Paradise.”*

The constitution of Madinah grants all kinds of social,
religious, political and fundamental human rights and freedom.
Many of the articles of the constitution are evidence of this fact. For
example, see the article No. 25. The mutual relationship of the
Muslims and the Jews supposed to be in a good manner except for
the religious conflicts. See, for example, the article No.26-33. Dr.
Muhammad al-Sallab1 stated:

“The constitution declared the freedom and rights of

all citizens- including the Jewish inhabitants of

Madinah who lived under the banner of the Islamic

nation.” ¥

Thus, we can certainly say that this constitution grants all
kinds of religious freedom and human rights, 1400 hundred years
before, which the UDHR announced in 1948. It means all the
prevailing human rights are a replication of the Prophet
Muhammad’s (#) teachings.

Safety of Madinah from External Invasions:

According to the majority of historians and Sirah writers, the

essential need of this constitution was due to the internal and the

external security issues of Madinah. According to Dr. Muhammad
Hamidu’llah:
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“When the Holy Prophet (%) started his preaching
and reformative work in the Holy City of Makkah
and proposed a change in the beliefs and the
practices existing for generations, he first surprised
his countrymen, then he was hated and, in the end,
he encountered their opposition and hostility.”” *>

When the Prophet (#) migrated safe and sound from Makkah
to Madinah and Islam was developing day by day in Madinah, the
Quraysh of Makkah felt danger. So, they decided to get rid of the
Prophet (#), Islam and the Muslims. According to a political
expert:

“When the Prophet (%) reached Madinah safely and
the Muslims lived in Madinah with peace, then the
Quraysh of Makkah started the conspiracies against
the Muslims. Even they demanded from the
inhabitants of Madinah to exit the Muslims from
Madinah.” *

Therefore, it was necessary for all the Muslims to secure
Madmah from the internal and the external threats. So, for that
purpose, the Prophet () decided to unite all the communities of
Madiah for security and peace under the umbrella of the
constitution of Madinah. According to Professor Siddique Qurayshi:

“The central point of the agreement was war and
peace issues. It was decided that the war and peace
would be made collectively, not individually. The
war service was considered mandatory for
everyone.”’ @47

Most of the articles of the constitution deal with war and
peace issues. See, for example, the article No. 2 and 3. The vital
objective of the constitution was to defend Madinah from the
invasions of Quraysh. Therefore, for this purpose, to protect and to
help out the Quraysh was considered a war crime according to the

article No. 43. Dr. Nisar Ahmad writes about this article:

“This was declared in this constitution that nobody
will help and protect the Quraysh openly and the
whole of Madinah will stand against them as one
body. The Prophet (%) manages through many
articles of this constitution that the status of
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Quraysh  becomes a unanimous enemy of

Madinah.”*®

The war and peace play a vital role in the defense of a
country. So, the prophet () considered it a collective activity, not
an individual one, so, that help to the external invader could be
stopped. See, in this connection the article No. 45. The last article of
the constitution declares peace for every friend and war for every
enemy.

Establishment of internal peace in Madinah:

As it has already been mentioned that the inter-tribal battles
of al-Aws al-Khizraj, due to the conspiracies of the Jews, had made
them tired. They wanted peace, ultimately, for the sake of their
social and economic concerns. According to Mr. Naecem Siddiqui:

“The tribes of al-Aws and al-Khizraj had a history

of clashes and conflicts and the common public was

also exhausted from conflict after conflict. Always

some ‘Arabs and some Jews were on the one side

and some ‘Arabs and some Jews on the other. In this

situation, the wish of peace was there and they were

searching for a constructive leadership for peace

and prosperity.” (49)

Meanwhile, the Prophet () arrived at Madinah and offered
them a peace agreement. They welcome it; even the Jews had no

objection to this agreement.

According to the agreement, all the tribes of Madinah were
the part of this constitution and responsible for peace according to
their capacities. See the article No. 3 and the article No. 37. For the
internal peace every partner and its clients were responsible for the
peace of their wards, as well as, Madinah was declared a Haram (A
war free, sacred place). See the article No. 39.

According to my perception this constitution deals with all
kinds of war and peace affairs, as well as, human rights, freedom
and justice. It can serve in any state or society, even in the modern
day. So, it can be said, doubtlessly, that it was not just a
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proclamation, but a sacred constitution, which was implemented
with its real spirit through moral and political authority.

CONCLUSION:

History is full of efforts for peace building. The most effective effort
out of these efforts is that of the Prophet Muhammad (). This is
not only an effort, but his leading character influences the entire
humanity in the shortest time of the history. The prophet
Muhammad (%) did his best efforts for peace and peace building,
through every possible means, wherever he got the chance,
especially, in the State of Madinah. This is neither religious
affiliations nor sentiments, but, the fact of the history, that the
Prophet Muhammad (4£) influenced the humanity more than any
other personality of the world. So, it is said that the human history
has neither witnessed nor will ever witness again another human
figure, whose presence, thought, action, inaction and eventual
demise exerted such a profound impact on the humanity as did the
Prophet Muhammad (#8). The Prophet (%) when arrived at
Madinah, faced a pluralistic society of different faiths and religions.

Mithaq al-Madinah is the most significant document of the
prophet’s era. It was the basis of all kinds of peace and prosperity in
a violent society. Mithaq al-Madiah is a masterpiece of the
prophetic wisdom and the beauty of management, as well as, it was
the basis of social and religious tolerance, peace harmony and
Justice. When all the nations of Madinah signed that treaty the
Prophet (4£) should want to extend it up to the neighbouring tribes
of Madinah to eliminate mutual bloodshed and to save the Madinah
from Quraysh Attacks. This constitution deals with all kinds of
peace and war affairs, as well as, human rights, freedom and justice
of every society, even in the modern day. So, it can be said,
doubtlessly, that it was not only a declaration nor an announcement,
but, a sacred constitution, which was implemented with its complete
spirit through moral and political authority. According to my study,
this charter has all those valid principles and regulations that can
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save the humankind from terrorism, injustice and anarchy, even in
the modern day.

Consequently, from the above discussion, it can be perceived
easily that Mithaq al-Madinah is the universal charter of peace for
the humanity.
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Terrorism and its Elimination

(An Islamic perspective)

Dr. Abdul Hai Al-Madani*
ABSTRACT

Islam is a religion of peace and it gives great importance to
peace. Islamic teachings and laws are meant to create and maintain
peace in the human society. But, unfortunately, Islam has been
targeted as a source of terrorism, today. In this article, the author
tries to defend Islam and differentiate between Jihad and terrorism.
The word terrorism needs to be seen in its historical perspective.
Different definitions of terrorism have been presented, but still it is
an ambiguous term. In this paper, the author tries to define terrorism
in the Islamic perspective. This paper discusses the points given
below:

O The concept of terrorism, its manifestations and types.

O Encountering and prevention of terrorism from Islamic
perspective.

Islam and the global brotherhood.

The punishment of terrorism.

The religious viewpoint against a cruel government.

The peaceful struggle against cruelty and injustice.

© 00O

Also, the difference between terrorism and jihad has been clarified.
The rules and regulations of Jihad make it clear that it has nothing to
do with terrorism, which is an unruly activity. A Muslim is supposed
to be a peaceful citizen, who can never indulge in any act of
terrorism. The rebellion against the rulers has also been discussed to
draw the conclusion that it is not allowed except against the blatant
kufr. The objectives of the Islamic punishments indicate the Islamic
approach to minimize terrorism in the human society.

Keywords: Peace; Terrorism; Islam; Jihad; Mischief.

* Associate Professor NEDUET KHI. Email: dr.madni67@gmail.com
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The definition of terrorism needs to be observed in view of
the following aspects:

I-Terrorism is a political problem, not merely a military one.
2-Terrorism is an answer of the weaker to the stronger.

3- How to encounter terrorism?

Literal Meaning of Terrorism:

The root of the word terrorism is taken from a Latin term
that literally means “to frighten”, it became a part of the phrase
“terror cimbricus”, which was used by the ancient Romans in 105
BC to describe the panic that ensued when they prepared themselves
for an attack by a fierce warrior tribe. (V)

According to the dictionary of Merriam-Webster:
“Something that causes very strong feelings of fear: something that
is terrifying ® or violence that is committed by a person, group, or
government in order to frighten people and achieve a political
goal.”®

Technical meaning of Terrorism (non-Islamic):
Some famous definitions of terrorism are below:

I- A policy or method aimed at terrifying opponents of a certain
government. The term terrorist refers to a person trying to back his
views by threats and intimidations

2- An appalling act committed in the territory of another state, by a
foreigner against a person of a nationality other than of the
perpetrator, with a view to exercising pressure in a dispute that has
no domestic nature

3- Criminal acts directed against any nation, that by their nature or
objective are likely to terrify persons or groups of persons or the
public ©

4- A term used to describe a method or an approach or a theory or an
idea behind that method by means of which an organized violence.
Act of terror is directed against persons who in their capacity as
individuals, agents or representatives of the authority interface
with realization of this group’s objectives )

5- Any unjustified, criminal act wherever it occurs and whoever its
perpetrator may be, should be condemned ®
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6- Threats and use of violence, mostly against a civilian population to
realize political objectives. Terrorism involves such activities as
assassinations, explosions, random killings and hostage taking and
plane hijacking ©

7- Any organized act of violence or threat of violence that causes
terror or fear, including killings or assassinations or hostage taking
or hijacking of planes or ships or the detonation of explosives or
any other politically motivated act leading to anarchy an
disturbance.

In the light of the above definitions, a whole range of
observations come to the fore:

1) The concept is ambiguous and undefined.

2) There is a discrepancy in the definitions of the term.

3) The definitions are relative and liable to different explanations.

4) There is a need for a yardstick to define terrorism.

5) The term doesn’t cover all the intended meanings.

After viewing these shortcomings, in the light of the

Qur’anic verses, we can define terrorism through its following
elements:

e Intimidation and violation of security of any kind.

e Presence of inhuman intention and motive.

e Unacceptability of the end and purpose of the act and the
act itself by the humanity.

Accordingly, this definition may be stated as follows:

Terrorism is an act carried out to achieve an inhuman and
corrupt (Mufsid) objective, involving threat to security of any kind,
and violation of rights, acknowledged by the religion and the
mankind.

I used the term 'human' instead of 'international' and have
introduced the epithet 'corrupt' (Mufsid) in the land. Also, I referred
to some types of terrorism with the phrase “security of any kind”.
And, lastly, I mentioned two criteria, i.e., religious and human, the
first to be consistent with our beliefs and, then, to generalize the
criteria. And all these points will be discussed in light of Siirah al-
Ma’idah verse 33.
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So, it includes all the forms of unjust terrifying, harming,
threatening and killing of people and banditry. It also includes a
criminal plan aimed at terrifying or harming people or endangering
their lives, freedom or security. It also includes other forms,
including the damaging environment or public or private facilities
and endangering natural resources. All these are the forms of
spreading mischief in the land. Allah says:
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And seek not mischief in the land. Verily, Allah likes
not the Mufsidun (those who commit great crimes
and sins, oppressors, tyrants, mischief-makers,
corrupt.

The term Jihad is derived from the Arabic word Jahadah,
means endurance. ! And al-Jihad means “what you can afford”. 1?

The concept of Jihad in Islamic law is more comprehensive
than mere fighting, it means exerting your efforts in good deeds. Ibn
Taymiyyah said: “Jihad means to contribute what you can to please
Allah or repel what Allah dislikes.” 1%

Jihad in Islam
Islam, being a practical way of life, realizes that humans
fight and engage in war. So, it had laid down certain conditions and

rules, which are to be followed by the Muslims, if they go to war.
These conditions are:

» no killing of innocent people.

* no killing of women, children and aged person.

* o burning of crops or trees.

= only fight those who fight you.

* no wanton destruction.

* no breaking of monasteries.

* o killing of animals.

= fight in the cause of Allah against those who attack you, but
do not transgress.

* do not fight the enemies in a sacred place, unless they attack
you from therein.
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The provisions from the Qur’an and Sunnah Rejecting

Terrorism and Aggression:

The Islamic law is based on non-aggression and non-
encroachment of inviolable things, especially the blood of men. We

present the Qur’an and Sunnah in this regard:

From the Qur’an:

1) Islam strongly stresses the prohibition of taking away the lives
of men, due to the high place of the human soul in Islam. Hence,
it provides for preserving it and prohibits aggression against it.
The unjust killing is prohibited, and aggression is not allowed as

stated in the following verse:
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1t is not for a believer to kill a believer except (that it
be) by mistake, and whosoever kills a believer by
mistake, (it is ordained that) he must set free a
believing slave and a compensation be given to the
deceased's family, unless they remit it. If the
deceased belonged to a people at war with you and
he was a believer; the freeing of a believing slave (is
prescribed), and if he belonged to a people with
whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance,
compensation must be paid to his family, and a
believing slave must be freed. And whoso finds this
(the penance of freeing a slave) beyond his means,
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he must fast for two consecutive months In order to
seek repentance from Allah. And Allah is ever All-
knowing, all Wise.

2) Killing is punished severely in the world and in the hereafter, Allah
says:
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And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his
recompense is Hell to abide therein, and the wrath

and the curse of Allah are upon him, and a great
punishment is prepared for Him.

3) That the prohibition of taking a single life is the same as taking the life
of all the mankind. It tells that the safety of human life is much valued.
Allah says:
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Because of that we ordained for the Children of
Israel that if anyone killed a person not in
retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in
the land - it would be as if he killed all mankind, and
if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the
life of all mankind. And indeed, there came to them
Our messengers with clear proofs, evidences, and
signs, even then after that many of them continued to
exceed the limits in the land!

4) The adjudication against the spreaders of mischief and killing is
weighed to suit the seriousness of their crimes. Given the serious
damage and effects of spreading mischief, the punishment deems to
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be harsh and severe to deter anyone who thinks of terrorizing or
assailing peaceful populations. Allah says:
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The recompense of those who wage war against

Allah and His Messenger and do mischief in the

land is only that they shall be killed or crucified or

their hands and their feet be cut off on the opposite

sides, or be exiled from the land. That is their

disgrace in this world, and a great torment is theirs

in the Hereaffter.

From Sunnah:

The Sunnah also confirms the principle of non-aggression
against others, as we can see from the following citations, which
warn us against terrorism.

1) ‘A’ishah relates that the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
said:
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“Where there is softness it beautifies that thing, and
from which it is taken away, it snatches its
glamour.”

2) It was narrated by Uthman bin ‘Affan, he said: "I heard the
Messenger of Allah (&) say:
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“It is not permissible to shed the blood of a Muslim,
who bears the witness that there is no god but Allah

and that I am the prophet of Allah, except in three
cases: A man who commits adultery after having
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married, or one who kills another person, or who
reverts to Kufr after having accepted Islam.”

The important points that are taken from Sunnah are below:

a) Islam is based on leniency and avoiding harshness, so, there is
nothing taught by Islam that calls for killing or assailing the
souls prohibited by Allah.

b) Emphasis should be laid on the sacredness of the Muslim
blood that it is secured against aggression.

c) Assaulting a Muslim is prohibited, both morally and
physically.
d) The safety of a Muslim: it is prohibited to point an iron tool or

the likes of it towards a Muslim for fear of harming him by
mistake.

e) Emphasizing the protection of the lives of the non-Muslim
covenants, holders of the vow of safety and the likes, and that
if they get the vow of safety from any Muslim wherever he is
and whoever he is, the vow becomes binding to all the other
Muslims.

f) Urging people to abstain from supporting those who spread
mischief and ill —willed innovations and cautioning them.

g) Emphasizing the compliance with the Islamic provisions on
protecting human life, even at the battlefield and during
wartime.

How does Islam Tackle Terrorism?
Islam Condemns Terrorism
The word Islam has the same meaning as "peace" in Arabic.
Islam is a religion that came down to offer humanity a life filled
with peace and well-being:
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You who believe! Enter absolutely into peace

(Islam). Do not follow in the footsteps of Satan. He
is an outright enemy to you.
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Allah Condemns Mischief

Allah has commanded the humanity to avoid evil; he has
forbidden immorality, rebellion, cruelty, aggressiveness, murder and
bloodshed. Those who do not obey this command of Allah are
walking in the steps of Satan:
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But as for those who break Alldh's contract after it
has been agreed and sever what Allah has
commanded to be joined and caused corruption in
the earth, the curse will be upon them. They will
have the Evil Abode.

Islam Defends Tolerance and Freedom Of Speech
Islam is a religion which fosters freedom of life, ideas and
thought. It has forbidden tension and conflict among people; it
forbids calumny, suspicion and even having negative thoughts about
another individual. Islam has not only forbidden terror and violence,
but also the slightest imposition of any belief or idea on another
human being.
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There is no compulsion in religion. Right guidance
has become clearly distinct from error. Anyone who
rejects Taghiit and believes in Allah has grasped the
firmest handhold, which will never give way. Alldh
is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

/.u,

ng g)_;i:.ﬁ: {[_)/_;;\a L@.‘) Cuf«.x.ﬂ( JJ.S\_)}
e CGT 0 85 Skt <o ¥ 3t Y
Those who do not call on any other deity together
with Allah and do not kill anyone Allah has made
inviolate, except with the right to do so, and do not
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fornicate; anyone who does that will receive an evil
punishment.

A Muslim, educated in the fine moral teaching of the Qur’an,
approaches everyone with love that Islam expects.

Some Islamic Human Rights, which can Save the
Humanity from Terrorism

Some specific human rights, identified by Islam have shown
Islam in view of terrorism very briefly. The basic universal human
rights, given by the Qur’an and the Sunnah include the following:

= Equality of all humans: “And of His signs is this: He created
you of dust and you are now human beings dispersed
everywhere...”
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= Right to Life: “And that you slay not the life which Allah has
made sacred, save in the course of justice. Thus He has
commanded you in order that you may discern...”
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Some Islamic Human Rights, which can Save the
Humanity from Terrorism

= Religious freedom: “There is no compulsion in religion...
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Also: “For you your religion, for me my way of life...” (41).
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Sanity and intellectual freedom: “O you who believe, liquor
and gambling and idols and divining arrows are only an

infamy of Satan’s handiwork, so keep away from them in
order that you may succeed...”
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Justice: “And if you judge between mankind, that you judge
justly...”
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Property: “And eat not up your property among yourselves in
vanity...”
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Privacy: “O you who believe enter not houses other than you
own without first announcing your presence and invoking
peace (Salam) upon the folk thereof. That is better for you
that you may be heedful...”
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Peacemaking: “And if two parties of believers fall to
fighting, then make peace between them and if one party of
them does wrong to the other, you fought which does wrong
till it returns unto the ordinance of Allah; then, if it returns,
make peace between them justly, and act equitably for Allah
loves the equitable...”
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= Social and legal equality: “There is no superiority for an
‘Arab over a non-‘Arab and far a non-‘Arab over an ‘Arab or
for a white over a black or for a black over the white, except
in piety. All mankind is the progeny of Adam, and Adam
was fashioned out of clay...”
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Going against a Ruler with an act of Terror is not
allowed

Islam has described in detail the criteria to revolt against a
Muslim ruler, according to the Holy Qur’an, the sayings of the Holy
Prophet (&) and various Islamic scholars. In the light of their

opinions, we may discuss their views as follows:

1- Rebelling against oppressive rulers is prohibited

2. Rebelling against oppressive rulers is permissible

Opinion against Revolt
Basis of this opinion

There are some texts, which mention the order to obey and
not to violate one’s pledge with his ruler. In fact, they explicitly
state that one must be patient in the face of the injustice of the rulers.
These texts include the following:
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Allah says: “O you, who believe, obey Allah and
obey the Messenger and those in authority among
you”

‘Ubadah Ibn al-Samit (4 &) =) said:
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“We made the oath of allegiance to the Messenger

of Allah (#) to listen and obey when we are either

energetic or exhausted, in our difficult times and in
our easy times, and even if others are given
preference over us. And we would not fight against
the ruler unless we you a clear disbelief for which
you have a proof from Allah.”

About this Hadith, Sheikh Ibn Taymiyyah said:
“He has ordered them to obey and forbade them
from removing the people from their positions and
he has ordered them to stand for the truth.”

This is the case if the matter has not reached the state of a
clear, unambiguous Kufr for which there is evidence and proof
against the ruler.

There are numerous other Ahadith which give the same
meaning. Those Ahadith, which indicate that it is forbidden for the
Muslims to fight each other and warn them against civil wars and
tribulations that usually occur when a group of Muslims rebels
against the impious or oppressive rulers, who are still Muslims.
These Ahadith include the following:

‘Abdu’llah Ibn Mas‘td (RA) narrated that the Prophet (&)
said:
(37)«:5;3;3 &ls j.afv.tmd 2y jlﬁ.}e»

"Fighting a believer is Kufr and defaming him is
evildoing."
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These Ahadith and others with similar meaning prove that it
is forbidden for the Muslims to fight among themselves. The armed
rebellion against impious rulers is a form of fighting between the
Muslims.

Opinions for a Revolt and their Refutation
Basis for this opinion
Allah says:
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“If two parties among the believers fall into a
quarrel, make peace between them. But if one of
them transgresses beyond bounds against the other,
then fight (all) against the one that transgresses
until it complies with the command of Allah’™

The wording of this verse requires going out and fighting
against the group that has transgressed the bounds while the
tyrannical ruler and whoever is with him have transgressed the
bounds vis-a-vis the other parties.

This verse does not indicate that whenever transgression
exists, it is obligatory to counter it by fighting. Accepting this
principle, Allah also says:
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My Promise does not extend to the wrongdoers.

The argument here is that the position of the ruler is a part of
the pact or promise of Allah. It is not permissible for a wrongdoer to
attain it. In fact, it is obligatory to rebel against him and make him
leave his wrongdoing.

This verse contains no proof that it is permissible to revolt
against the rulers. Its indication is that there will be none from the
descendants of Abraham who will be Imam and guides while they
are in fact wrongdoers.
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The texts indicate that there is no obedience concerning a
sinful matter, but there is no relevant evidence on this point. They
just indicate that obedience is forbidden concerning a sin, such that
when one is ordered to commit a sin, he should not obey. However,
removing him from his position is not allowed. Obedience to the
ruler is not just with respect to the just ruler; it is also true for the
unjust ruler.

Their evidence also includes the fact that the scholars agree
that any group which refuses the laws of Islam is to be fought. Ibn
Taymiyyah wrote:

“Every group that refuses to abide by any law of the

definitely established, manifest Islamic Shari‘ah a

must be fought until the religion is completely for

Allah. This is by the agreement of the scholars.” 40

Taking into consideration the goals of the Islamic law, more
evidences show that it is impermissible to rebel against impious or

oppressing rulers. Allah sent the Messenger of Allah (#) to achieve

and complete welfare, while eliminating and reducing harm. And
one should repel two evils by adhering to the lesser of two evils.
Even though ordering good and eradicating evil is one of the
greatest obligations and recommended deeds, but it must be kept in
consideration that the good must outweigh any resulting evil. Any
time the evil of any matter and its removal is greater than its benefit,
the act is not something that Allah has ordered.

Ibn Taymiyyah writes:

“Perhaps, no group is known to have revolted

against a ruler except that in the rebellion more evil

was the result than the evil they sought to

remove. "V

It should be known that Islam calls for justice and abhors
oppression and injustice, particularly if done against the people for
whom one is responsible. Therefore, the ruler is enjoined to fulfill
his duties and establish justice among people. The first among the
seven categories to whom Allah will give the shade on the Day of
Judgment, where, there will be no shade but His, is a just ruler. As
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per Hadith narrated by Abii Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him):
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The Messenger of Allah (&) said, "Seven people
Allah will give them His shade on the day when
there would be no shade but the shade of His Throne
(i.e., on the Day of Resurrection): And they are: a
Jjust ruler; a youth who grew up with the worship of
Allah; a person whose heart is attached to the
mosques, two men who love and meet each other
and depart from each other for the sake of Allah; a
man whom an extremely beautiful woman seduces
(for illicit relation), but he (rejects this offer and)
says: 'l fear Allah'; a man who gives charity and
conceals it (to such an extent) that the left hand does
not know what the right has given; and a man who
remembers Allah in solitude and his eyes become
tearful”

However, in removing the oppression and the evil of an
unjust ruler, the Muslims should be keen not to give way to any
greater evil and corruption.

The Prophet stayed in Makkah for thirteen years and the
government there was a disbelieving one. Despite this, whoever
accepted Islam, they did not fight against the disbelievers. Rather,
they were prohibited from fighting the disbelievers for that long
period of time, except, after the Prophet migrated and a state was
established and a community arose, which made them capable of
fighting the disbelievers, this is the methodology of Islam.
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Islamic Approaches to Peace:

Peace through coercive power is based on the pessimistic
reading of the human nature. Islam is used as a tool for the
legitimating of the power and the authority and for the preservation
of social order; the threats to a given political order are often framed
as a threat to Islam. The power-political approach view peace as an
absence of war, and underscores political necessities, created by the
restlessness of political subjects and the threatening posture of
external enemies.

Peace through the Power of Communication:

Traditional Islamic approaches are explored: reconciliation,
methods of mediation and arbitration. These methods affirm a
restorative conception of peace and justice, encompassing notions of
compensations for losses, attention to issues of “face” or social
esteem, renunciation for the sake of the whole and forgiveness.

Peace through Will Power:

Adherence to Islam requires non-violent solidarity against
oppression, the promotion of renewal through broad-based social
movements and training for programs of direct non-violent action.
Only a linkage of just ends with just means can secure authentic
justice, peace and human dignity.

Peace through the Power of Love

This approach defines peace as a condition of all embracing
harmony, perceived through the inward renewal and transformation
of human consciousness. The cultural community is the context and
the receptacle of human realization; renewal takes place within each
person through inward cleansing and willing surrender to the
divinity.
In Sunnah:

In Islam, an amazingly powerful emphasis is laid on
developing love for mankind and on the vital importance of showing
mercy and sympathy towards every creature of Allah, the Almighty,
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including human beings and animals. For, indeed, love and true
sympathy are the very antidote of terrorism.

Abii Hurayrah reported that al-Aqra‘ Ibn Habis saw Allah's
Apostle () kissing Hasan. He said: I have ten children, but I have

never kissed any one of them, whereupon Allah's Messenger (&)

said: He who does not show mercy (towards his children), no mercy
would be shown to him.
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Allah, the Almighty has no mercy for him who has

no mercy for his fellow beings.

The Qur’an repeatedly tells us to seek help from Allah, the
Almighty with patience and prayer. But if reasoning with those
people bends on wickedness and praying for them fails to bring
about a change in their ways, then, Allah The Almighty says:
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Then if you desire to punish the oppressors, punish

them to the extent you have been wronged.’

Allah, the Almighty commands the Muslims that when
things get out of hand, they should join forces to restore peace by
the use of reasonable force. They have been enjoined by the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, (&), to join forces, if there is need, with the
followers of other faiths. Thus, in the famous document known as
the Treaty of Medina, The Messenger of Allah declared:

Article-1: This is the treaty of Muhammad, the Prophet (the
Messenger of Allah) between the Believers and Muslims of the
Quraysh and the people of Yathrib, and between those who follow
them and join them in fighting (the common enemy).

Article 2: And it is that they constitute an Ummah Wahidah (One
Nation) separate from other people.
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Article 25: And also, that the Jews of the tribe of ‘Awf constitute an
Ummah Wahidah with the Believers - even though the Jews will
follow their own religion and the Muslims will follow their own-
and this will include both their friends and themselves. >

In Islam, every effort is thus made to protect the peace of not
only the Muslims, but, also, of the followers of other faiths. Allah,
the Almighty says:
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“And if Allah did not defend some men by means of
others, there would surely have been pulled down
monasteries, churches, synagogues and mosques
wherein the name of Allah is oft remembered.

Objectives of Punishment in Islam:

Also, the objectives of the Islamic Penal System are showing
views against terrorism.

This purpose has been articulated by the following verse that
discusses retribution and its effects on a society:
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“There is (preservation of) life for you in

retribution, O people of understanding, that you may
become pious.”

To realize a general effect of the punishments, Islam has
established the principle of announcing publicly, when they are
carried out. Allah says:
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“...A group of the believers should witness the
punishment.
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CONCLUSION:

All this shows that the moral teachings offered to the
humanity by Islam can bring peace, happiness and justice into the
world. The barbarism that is happening in the world today under the
name of "The Islamic Terrorism" is completely alien to the moral
teachings of the Qur’an. It is the work of the ignorant, the bigot
people, and the criminals, who have nothing to do with religion. The
solution, which can be applied against these individuals and groups,
who are trying to commit their deeds of savagery under the guise of
Islam, is to educate such people in the true moral teaching of Islam.

In other words, the religion of Islam and the moral teachings
of the Qur’an are not the supporters of terrorism and the terrorists,
but they are the remedy by which the world can be saved from the
scourge of terrorism.
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Muslim Religious Militancy
(Causes and Cure)
Dr Irfan Shahzad*

ABSTRACT

Islamic religious militancy is a matter of great concern for the
Muslim and the non-Muslim world today. The analysis of the
ideology of the militants reveals that they find the legitimacy of their
military activities in the ideal of the establishment of an Islamic state
to establish the universal rule of Islam, and in the specific
interpretations of some Qur’anic verses, Ahadith of the Prophet (),
and also from the establishment of the Islamic state in Madinah by
the Prophet (%), his the military expeditions and those of his
companions against their opponents and from the treatment of our
historians of the individual military campaigns against the Muslim
regimes of their times.

The Muslim militants also fight against their Muslim governments
on the grounds that they are not the true Islamic governments. The
militants do not bother to kill the common Muslim masses, who vote
and support such rulers. They take it as collateral damage.

The world naturally reacts to this cult, especially the west, being at
the helm of the world politics. Not only do the West tries to crush
the Islamic militants, across the world, but also, topple the Muslim
democratic governments having any ideal of an Islamic Khilafah.
This frustrates the peaceful political activists and strengthens the
military activists, further.

To end this ongoing and mounting cult of religious militancy, it is
necessary to review the specific and traditional interpretations of the
academic sources of Islam: Qur’an, Hadith and Figh, regarding the
legitimacy of militancy in Islam. Secondly, to remove their
misconceptions, it is necessary to engage the militants in dialogue
through a counter narrative, which the author tried to present here.

Keywords: Peace, Jihad, Itimam al-Hujjah, Islamic State, Blatant
Kufr.

* Lecturer PakTurk International Schools and Colleges, Chak Shehzad,
Islamabad. E mail: Irfanshehzad76@gmail.com.



Muslim Religious Militancy 82

The Holy Qur’an declares the Prophet Muhammad (%) as the
prophet of peace and mercy for all the worlds:

O SIS Sty y

And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except
as a mercy to the worlds.

And it is believed that Islam is the religion of peace and
harmony. But, now, a new narrative of a hardliner, militant Islam
has become the new introduction of Islam to the world. This is a
new voice in Islam, which claims its authority from Islamic
academic sources and proclaims to the world like divine vigilantes,
i ot ‘Accept Islam, you will be safe, or else, you will be

responsible for the consequences of your refusal.” This is the
ideology, which believes that Islam has come to dominate the rest of
the un-Islamic world, so that:
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While the word of Alldah- that is the highest.
Further:
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It is He who has sent His Messenger with guidance
and the religion of truth to manifest it over all
religion, although they who associate others with
Allah dislike it.

They believe that the Muslims are enjoined by Allah to keep
fighting with the non-believers until their enemies be perished or
subdued and subjugated:
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And fight them until there is no Fitnah and [until]
the religion, all of iz, is for Allah.

il



Muslim Religious Militancy 83

They, with the complete satisfaction of mind and heart, in a
state of divine ecstasy, are ready to take the lives of others and
render their own lives, too, to achieve this supposed divine
destination. This phenomenon has so intensified in our time that it
has become the primary concern of the Muslim, as well as, of the
non-Muslim world, to tackle with. The indiscriminate militant
activities of such private militant groups are causing havoc with the
lives and properties of the Muslim and the non-Muslim societies,
alike; and all this is being carried out in the name of Islam and the
Prophet of mercy and peace Muhammad ().

It is true that militancy is not confined to the present day
Muslims only, the followers of other religions, too, practice
militancy, yet, the difference is, the militancy of the followers of
other religions, by and large, is an outcome of their own personal
agendas and due to their socio-political factors, but the militancy in
the Muslim groups, by and large, claims to be an outcome of the
directives of their religion, i.e., it has been taken from the Qur’an,
Sunnah and Figh. That is why, when a Christian, Buddhists or
Hindu, for example, practice militancy, the individuals are held
responsible, but when it comes to the Muslim militants, their
religion is held responsible, along with the individuals.

In this paper, the ideology of the militant Islam, as presented
by the present militant activists will be analyzed in the light of their
own arguments, which are supposed to get their legitimacy from the
academic sources of Islam. Also, we will see what role our
historians had played in the promotions of such ideals. Then, a
counter narrative, according to the understanding of the author of
this paper, will be presented in the light of the Qur’an and Ahadith
to cure and correct this ideology. The author used the word, ‘Jihad’
as the holy war, in this paper.

We need to address some fundamental questions, first. Does
the Qur’an and Sunnah really enjoin the Muslim to establish some
Islamic political system through militancy or through peaceful or
democratic measures? What is the stance of our Figh on this matter?



Muslim Religious Militancy 84

What is the role of the Muslim historian in establishing such
ideologies and idealism in the Muslims, which entice them to set to
arms to establish an Islamic state by all means? Are we in need to
review our Figh and our attitude of history to see if there are some
mistakes or misconceptions standing in need of correction? Do we
need a new interpretation of the political ideology of Islam?

The fountainhead of this militant ideology of the Muslim
militant groups is that Islam is meant to rule the world. According to
them, the first man and the prophet, Adam, sent to the World, as a
Khalifah Allah (Deputy, vicegerent or trustee of Allah). Many
prophets established their states, for example, the Prophet David
(Da’ad) and Solomon (Sulayman). The Prophet Muhammad (%)
himself established an Islamic state in Madinah. Not only, he
established a state, but he waged the holy wars against the non-
Muslims. He defeated the ‘Arabs and killed all those who refused to

accept Islam, the evidence, presented is that the Prophet(i%) is
reported to have said:
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I have been ordained to keep fighting with the
people until they bear this witness that there is no
god but Allah and that Muhammad (¥ is the
prophet of Allah and that they establish prayer, and
pay Zakah. When they will do all this, they will save
their lives and property from me, except for the right

of Islam and their accountability is the matter with
Allah.

Then his successors, the rightly guided Khulafa’, extended
these holy wars to Byzantine and Persians. First, they offered them
to accept Islam, if they declined it, then, they were asked to be
subjugated and pay the tax to the Islamic state in the name of Jizyah,
and if both the proposals were turned down, then, they were invited
to fight and their sword would decide the fate.
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This is the ideal of the political Islam of the present Islamic
or the Muslim militancy. But they do not find such an ideal political
Islamic state in the present so-called Muslim states. They find that
the Muslim rulers are not going to embark upon holy wars against
the whole non-Muslims states of the world. So, having disappointed
from their Muslim rulers, these ideologues, set up their own private
military groups and start their private Jihad, because, to them, Jihad
(the holy war) is a religious obligation, which needs to go on
incessantly till the Day of Judgment. This belief comes from a report
of the Prophet Muhammad (), which states:
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Jihad will last till the day of judgment, since Allah

sent Muhammad till the last group of the Muslims,

no cruelty of any cruel or justice of a just will

impede it.

To them, to ensure the continuity of Jihad, a state power is
required. Now, the scenario is, in the absence of such a desired ideal
state power, the militant groups are being established at the private
level. Their foremost aim is to achieve a state to reestablish Islamic
Khilafah, and, after the attainment of good enough power to declare
holy war against the non-Muslim world, one by one, in the light of
the following verse:
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O you who have believed, fght those adjacent to you
of the disbelievers and let them find in you
harshness. And know that Allah is with the righteous

Their ultimate aim is to bring the non-Muslim world under
the fold of Islam, or to subjugate them under the rule of the Islamic
state.
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One can imagine what can be the reaction of the world to
such an ideal of the militant Islam. They take it as another potential
force of Islamic imperialism in its very spirit. They feel threatened
and find the peace of the world at peril. Their reaction to such
militants is naturally hostile. The west is even more apprehensive
about it. The western convert Muslim, the renowned Islamic scholar,
Muhammad Asad (1900 to 1992), writes in his famous book, Islam
at the Crossroads, that the western mind was first introduced to
Islam through the crusades. He writes, “They (the wars of the
crusades) produced one of the deepest and most permanent
impressions on Europe’s mass psychology.” ® Further, he writes:
“It was the Crusades, first and foremost, that decided the
European attitude towards Islam for many centuries to come.” ®
In the very psychology of the modern western mind, Islam is still a
militant religion.  He writes, “Without indulging in undue
exaggeration we can say that modern Europe was born out of the
spirit of the Crusades. '© So, the world powers, especially, the
western powers, being at the helm of the world’s politics, are more
sensitive to such an ideology, which can challenge their position.
Therefore, not only they use all their resources to eliminate such
groups, but also, they do not allow the Muslim peaceful political
activists, whose ultimate agenda is to establish an Islamic State or
Khilafah, to bring the rest of the non-Muslim world under the fold of
Islam or the rule of the Islamic state. So much so, if these
democratic Muslim activists ever succeed to win election in their
countries and come into power, the world powers topple their
governments, by hook or by crook. However, these negative
measures from the world powers are just adding fuel to fire, the
peaceful activists feel frustrated and incline to join the militant
groups; the militant activists get more convinced that peaceful
struggle is of no avail, and Jihad or the militant struggle is the only
option left to them.

On the other hand, the world powers, considering it as an
internal affair of the Muslim governments, in whose lands the
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militant groups are active, push and involve these Muslim
governments, to curb and control such groups and stop or monitor
the means of their education and funding, which breeds this
ideology.

At this point, the private military groups fall into conflict
with their own Muslim governments. Now, they develop good
enough reasons to fight their own Muslim governments. They think
that the Muslim governments are trying to stop Jihad at the behest of
the non-Muslim powers.  Secondly, they think that the Muslim
governments, which are not implementing the Islamic law or al-
shari‘ah in their countries, are committing a blatant kufr, as the verse
of the Qur’an goes:
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And whoever does not judge by what Allah has
revealed - then it is those who are the disbelievers.
And a Hadith goes, ‘Ubadah bin Samit narrates that the
Prophet Muhammad # called them:
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so that we give him pledge to listen and obey in
every condition of convenience, or coercion, in
distress or with pleasure, or even if other are
preferred over us that we will not contest them.
(However, you can go against them) if you witness

blatant Kufr in them for which you have clear
evidence from Allah.

So, they assume that their Muslim governments are
committing this blatant kufr, therefore, they are kafir or semi kafir,
so, to fight against them is legitimate. Moreover, they feel that they
have no obligation to obey their governments. Also, they do not
bother to kill the Muslim masses, too, taking it as a matter of
collateral damage, and because they think that since the Muslim
masses are in agreement with their rulers, who do not want to
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implement Islamic Shari‘ah in their countries; these people vote
them and support them, so they are committing a tacit kufr, and they
are kafir, too, or at the least extreme sinners, and punishment of kufr
is death, so to shed their blood is lawful and at least their blood
carries no value.

The militant activists had been getting their legitimacy from
the Figh and Islamic history. In a recent post, Mawlana Zahid al-
Rashidi, writes, on behalf of the Islamic militants:
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1t is the unanimous verdict of all the schools of Figh

of the Muslims to establish that the Islamic Khilafah
is the collective obligation of the Muslim Ummabh.

If this ideology has rightfully come to the Muslims from
Allah, as the above mentioned statement claims on behalf of the
whole Islamic academic literature, then, the Muslim must be ready,
all the time, to be at a perpetual war with the whole of the world.

Tracing the roots of this private militant ideology, we find
that the adventure of one of the companions of the Prophet

Muhammad (4£), Abu al-Basir, was the first example of the private
Jihad in Islam. He started his private activities outside Madinah. The

Prophet (#2) overtly disapproved his venture:
D31 4 58 3 o amme & iy
“Woe to his mother, this man is a provoker of war.
If some men join him.
The Prophet (4£)did not join him, nor did he support him.
But our historians present his venture in a sympathetic way, which

over-shone the disapproval of the Prophet (42). Then, the campaigns
against the tyrant regimes of Umayyad and Abbasids, by some
individuals, have been treated in the Muslim history as the
champions of freedom and truth, who rendered their life to revive
the true system of Khilafah, in line with the ways of the Prophet
Muhammad (55 z¢» k) (8). A point worthy to note is that the

official or the state religion of these Islamic dynasties of Umayyad
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and Abbasids was Islam, and their constitutional laws were Islamic,
yet, their regimes were considered not true Islamic regimes, so,
some self-righteous individuals or some groups tried to overthrow
them to establish the true system of Khilafah. Although, all of them
fell short of achieving their goals, but, their heroic legacy carried on.
Moreover, our fiction and poetry, too, fantasized these heroic
characters and created awful inspiration of them. This inspiration
kept influencing the Muslim generations all through the previous
centuries till now. It encouraged the self-righteous ambitious
individuals and private groups, which, time to time, raised the
standard of the revival of Khilafah against their tyrant or even
democratic Muslim governments, which were not truly Islamic in
their conduct. We find that a good number of such military
campaigns enjoyed the sympathies of the eminent Muslim scholars.
(15 So, we can say that the sympathetic treatment of our historians
with such individual political activists is one of the reasons, which
caused the idealism of the revival of Khilafah al-Rashidah in the
Muslims and they embarked upon achieving it with whatever
sources were available to them, and in their frenzy, they did not
mind the difference of the proportion of the power between them
and their opponents.

Now, we have a look at the classical Figh, in this regard. The
classical Figh maintains mainly three reasons for an Islamic state to
be at war with the non-Muslims:

1. Just their being non-believers: (JiS)
Their stance is the following verse of the Qur’an:
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And fight them until there is no Fitnah and [until]
the religion, all of it, is for Allah.

They interpret ‘al-Din’ as the Islamic monotheism, which is
to prevail upon polytheism. Wherever there is polytheism, the
Muslims need to fight to finish it, until Islam prevails upon the
whole world.
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In this perspective, they bring the above-mentioned Hadith
of the Prophet Muhammad () (see reference no. 5) to support their
stance.

The whole military expeditions of the companions of the
Prophet (#) and his companions were interpreted to support this
view that unless there are non-believers, the Muslims are to fight
against them until they come into the fold of Islam or they must
perish. However, this stance did not get much favour with the
majority of the classical Figh.

2. To end the political rule of the non-Muslims in any part of the

world: (L) 45 5)

Again the same verse:
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And fight them until there is no Fitnah and [until]

the religion, all of it, is for Allah.

The proponents of this jurisprudential stance maintain the
meaning of ‘al-Din’ as the Islamic state power. It implies that the
non-believers are not meant to rule the world. They should accept
Islam as their religion, if they do not, then, they must accept the rule
of Islam over them. The same expeditions of the Prophet () and
those of his companions were interpreted to support this view that
their battles were meant to abolish the political power of the non-
believers and to subjugate them. It implies that the non-believers are
free to choose to become Muslim or not, but they have no right to be
in power while disbelieving their Creator.

3. Hostility: (4,\s1)

This is a natural right of human beings to defend themselves
against any transgression or hostility. Islam also acknowledges this
natural human right. The following Qur’anic verse is the foundation
of their stance:
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Permission [to fight] has been given to those who
are being fought, because they were wronged. And
indeed, Allah is competent to give them victory.

And
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Fight in the way of Allah those who fight you

They interpret all the related Qur’anic verses and the Ahadith
of the prophet Muhammad () in this perspective that since the
prophet(#€) and his companions were wronged, so they fought
against the hostile non-believers, only. Wherever there is the
mention to fight the non-believers, they should be considered as the
hostile or aggressive ones.

In addition, the classical Figh does not approve any such
peace treaty with the non-Muslims, which does not benefit the
Muslims. If a treaty does not benefit the Muslims, no treaty should
be signed.

Among the modern scholars, Abu al-A'la Mawdiid1 (1903-
1979) legitimated the military Islam further by presenting the term
‘al-Din’ as a political system. He equaled the meaning of ‘Ibadah to
obey and of al-Din to political State.?” According to this
interpretation of al-Din, the following verse makes it obligatory
upon the Muslims to dominate the political system of Islam upon all
the political systems of the unbelievers.
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It is He who has sent His Messenger with guidance
and the religion of truth to manifest it over all
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religion, although they who associate others with
Allah dislike it.

The term  p1 1503\, to establish al-Din, would, then, mean to

establish the political system of Islam. This interpretation of the
term, Igamah al-Din, as the establishment of the Islamic political
system, got immensely popular and almost all the later Muslim
military campaigns find their legitimacy from this peculiar
interpretation of the term Iqgamah al-Din.

Mawlana Taqi Usmani, who is supposed to be a moderate
Muslim scholar, presents almost the same view in his own simple
way. He deduces that since God is the Master and the Lord of the
universe, His Lordship must prevail upon the earth, too. So it is
binding on the Muslim to establish the system of His Lordship on
the earth, but, through peaceful means. *? He presents the following
verse to support his viewpoint:

R ESEEY
The decision is only for Allah.

These are the premise, by and large, from which the ideology
of the modern Islamic militants gets its legitimacy. Now, the author
of this paper presents his critique. The author begins his criticism in
the ascending order of the arguments presented before, i.e., he will
first talk about the latest argument and then the preceding ones.

To discuss Mawlana Taqi Usmani’s deduction, there is no
single verse in the Holy Qur’an that enjoins the Muslim to establish
an Islamic polity. Allah despite being a Hakim (Master) never asked
His believers to establish a political system to run His rule. This
viewpoint can further be understood with the help of an example.
Allah asks the believer to pay Zakah and it is obligatory. But He
never obliged them to earn money, so that, they should pay Zakah.
The same way, He asks the Muslim to run His rules and His laws in
their political system, if they are in power, but He never asked them
to create, establish or carve out a state to run His laws in it. But if
Taqi Usmani means that it is good to have a political Muslim power
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in a territory with the majority of the Muslims, to practice Islam
peacefully, then, the author finds himself in agreement with his
stance.

The idea that Islam is as a system, rather as a political
system, as presented by Mawdudi, was refuted by some eminent
Islamic scholars, for example, Mawlana Wahiduddin Khan.
According to him, Mawlana Mawdidi reversed the order of the
juxtaposition of the meanings of the words ‘al-Din’ and ‘Ibadah’.
Ibadah is the name of the feeling of fear and love of God, whose
demonstration is that man starts worshiping Him and tries to please
Him with his obedience; and ‘al-Din’ is essentially the way to
establish a relationship with God. In order to please his God, man
obeys Him, too, in all spheres of his life, including the political one.
But if al-Din is taken as merely or mainly a political system, the
priorities of religion go inverse. To obey becomes first priority and a
feeling of fear and love to worship God went into the backdrop. If a
man places God as a king, first, and His religion as a system, it
subsidies the spirit of religion, which means to create a strong bond
of fear and love between man and his Creator. System, in fact, is an
outward phenomenon of the inner feeling of a man that al-Din,
indirectly, creates in man through addressing his conscience. It
comes from inward, not form outward. Mawlana Mawdiidi makes
the outward demonstration the basis of his postulation of al-Din and
treats the rest of the religion as its offshoots. So, the whole scheme
of al-Din goes upside down. ?%

This critique implies that Islam does not give the system.
Systems are made by men. Islam just wants his followers to move in
any of his systems the way his God pleases and man should refrain
from the ways, which displeases God. So, to establish al-Din would
not mean to establish some Islamic state, it means to obey Allah in
all the spheres of life, consciously and conscientiously; in the
political sphere, too. The meaning to establish the Islamic state does
not fit the meaning of the Qur’anic term Agim al-Din®>
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A viewpoint forward by some contemporary Islamic scholars
is that, both private and the state militancy with the ideal to
dominate the world in the name of Islam is based on some
misconceptions and misinterpretations of the certain verses of the
Qur’an and Ahadith. On the basis of these misconceptions the
expedition of the Prophet (#£)and those of his companions were
misinterpreted.

According to this point of view, there are two laws of war or
Jihad in the Qur’an. One is the general and the other is the specific
or exclusive. The exclusive law belongs to the Rasiil only, under the
law of Itimam al-Hujjah. This law is not applicable to others. This
view needs a little elaboration:

There were some Rusul (Pl. of Rusiil) among the prophets.
Every Rasiil was a special prophet, who was sent to establish a sign
of God in the world to make people believe with a tangible sign of
the divine truth with which he was sent by Allah. This sign was that
he and his followers definitely won over their opponents and stood
victorious in this very world and their opponents were destroyed
with humiliation in this very world, so that, this win and defeat
became the sign of the Doomsday that the same will happen to the
believers and the deniers at a larger scale, in the life hereafter. That
worldly victory of Rastil against his deniers based on the following
Qur’anic rule:
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Allah has written, "I will surely overcome, I and My

messengers." Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted

in Might.

According to this law, once the truth is communicated to a
people through their respective messengers in a conclusive manner
and they still deny it, in spite of being convinced about it, they
are punished in this very world. At times, this punishment
appears through earthquakes, cyclones and other calamities and
disasters, as the Qur’an states:
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So each We seized for his sin, and among them were
those upon whom We sent a storm of stones, and
among them were those who were seized by the blast
[from the sky], and among them were those whom
We caused the earth to swallow, and among them
were those whom We drowned. And Allah would not

have wronged them, but it was they who were
wronging themselves.

While, for others, it is brought about with the swords of the
believers. As a result, those who have denied the truth are totally
annihilated from their land and the truth reigns supreme in it. In the
case of the Prophet Muhammad (i), the divine scourge took the
form of swords of the companions of the Prophet (#). The Qur’anic
verse goes:
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Fight them; Allah will punish them by your hands
and will disgrace them and give you victory over
them and satisfy the breasts of a believing people.

This was actually a divine plan, executed through the human
beings. It should be viewed as the divine practice (Sunnatu’l-
lah) and cannot be initiated by the human beings on their own in
any manner. It was not a part of the al-shari‘ah; this was a special
law of war in the Arabian Peninsula and it was specifically against
the direct opponents of the Prophet (4£). The above-mentioned
Hadith (see reference No. 5) should be viewed in the perspective of
the following verse under this exclusive divine law:
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And when the sacred months have passed, then kill
the polytheists wherever you find them and capture
them and besiege them and sit in wait for them at
every place of ambush. But if they should repent,

establish prayer, and give Zakah, let them [go] on
their way. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

Only, the people of the Book, the Jews and the Christians, of
the time of the Prophet Muhammad () were spared from the total
annihilation, as a special case, because they had been a special
people to Allah, and holders of the previous divine books. They
were destined to be subjugated by the Prophet Muhammad (#) and
his companions as the sign of humiliation and Allah’s wrath on
them. This was stated clearly in the Qur’an:
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Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the

Last Day and who do not consider unlawful what

Allah and His Messenger have made unlawful and

who do not adopt the religion of truth from those

who were given the Scripture - [fight] until they give

the Jizyah willingly while they are humbled.

Another aspect of this exclusive divine law is that the
Prophet Muhammad (4£) wrote letters to the kings and rulers of his
time to invite them to Islam. Thus, he made them his direct
addressees. Moreover, the sign of his prophet-hood with the
establishment of his victory over his opponents according to the
open challenge and the prophecies of the Qur’an and the prophet (%)
was known to the other lands, as well. So those areas, too, became
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his direct addressees and truth communicated to them conclusively,
but they denied it. So, his companion waged the divine wars against
them, too, after the demise of the Prophet Muhammad (:). They
treated them as they treated the opponents of the Prophet
Muhammad (#) in Arabia.

But, now, after, that the exclusive law of the fight was over,
the Muslims are not supposed to fight the non-Muslims on the basis
of kufr or denying to accept Islam. Now, the only way to fight is the
natural law of survival and conflict of human rights. In other words,
the Muslims can fight against Muharabah (transgression) only, as is
the stance of the Hanafid school of thought Now, we are not in need
to wage the divine wars against the non-Muslims to subdue or
subjugate them to accept Islam or to pay Jizyah. Presently, the
Muslims can fight against the persecution, atrocities and violation of
human rights, as the verse of the Qur’an goes:
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And what is [the matter] with you that you fight not

in the cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed among

men, women, and children who say, "Our Lord, take

us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint

for us from Yourself a protector and appoint for us

from Yourself a helper?"

Still, Allah does not ask the Muslims to go to war without
material preparations. We notice that at the time, when the support
of Allah and his angels had been promised to the companions of the
Prophet Muhammad (#) against their enemies, the Muslims were
asked to make material preparations against their enemies:



Muslim Religious Militancy 98

ogns J:ﬁ BNy 333o‘ PCHEOALIN ;43 iﬁi&@}

S asfor 252 83085705 » . * A R // rs
V.ﬁiﬁagﬁn\ﬁjdxy)ﬁjaw@f\gré:)x)/ Sde ik

”:FS/ ,) /\ G

dl Gy @l a3 s o0 S WD
(32){ — A0
A —

And prepare against them whatever you are able of
power and of steeds of war by which you may terrify
the enemy of Allah and your enemy and others
besides them whom you do not know [but] whom
Allah knows. And whatever you spend in the cause
of Allah will be fully repaid to you, and you will not
be wronged.

And
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Those who disbelieve wish that you would neglect
your weapons and your baggage so they could come
down upon you in one [single] attack. But there is
no blame upon you, if you are troubled by rain or
are ill, for putting down your arms, but take
precaution. Indeed, Allah has prepared for the
disbelievers a humiliating punishment.

Also, Manpower was a matter to consider with due
importance, Allah says in the Qur’an:
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O Prophet, urge the believers to battle. If there are
among you twenty [who are] steadfast, they will
overcome two hundred. And if there are among you
one hundred [who are] steadfast, they will overcome
a thousand of those who have disbelieved because
they are a people who do not understand. (65) Now,
Allah has lightened [the hardship] for you, and He
knows that among you is weakness. So if there are
from you one hundred [who are] steadfast, they will
overcome two hundred. And if there are among you
a thousand, they will overcome two thousand by
permission of Allah. And Allah is with the steadfast.

If the companions of the Prophet (4£) were given relaxation
in terms of manpower due to their said weakness, despite the
certified help of the divine powers at their back, then, how the
modern Muslims, without adequate technological skills and
manpower, can think of fighting their enemies, who are far superior
to them in power.

Secondly, we find that all the directives of Jihad in the
Qur’an are given to a collective system of the Muslims, if it is
established in a peaceful manner, as the state of Madinah was
established on the basis of Da‘wah through a peaceful process and
consent of the native people: both the Muslim and the non-Muslim.

In the light of Ahadith of the Prophet Muhammad (), it
becomes quite clear to us that no individual militant quest is allowed
at the expense of the peace and integrity of collective system of the
Muslim, no matter how much this campaign is righteous in its stance
and character and the rulers are bad, except that rulers bend upon
committing the blatant kufr. The following Ahadith are the
evidences of this statement. Ibn ‘Abbas narrates from the Prophet

(%)
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The prophet said who sees in his ruler, something
which he does not like, he should tolerate it because

the one who leave the group of the Muslims a little,
he will die a death of ignorance

However, to rise against a Muslim government, which bends
upon committing the blatant kufr, is valid under certain conditions:
That the people, who want to rise should have the majority of the
Muslims in their favour on the principle:
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“and whose affair is [determined by] consultation
among themselves".

The principle of majority vote can be inferred from the
above verse, which is the foundation of the social and the political
affairs of the Muslim community. It is inferred that there can be two
situations in consultation: either the Muslims will agree upon a
single unanimous opinion or there will be a difference of opinions.
If it is unanimous, the consultation is done, but if there is a
difference of opinions, the common sense favors that the majority
opinion should be taken as final.

The second condition is that the people who, legitimately, go
to rebel against a Muslim government, which is bent on doing some
blatant kufr, they must be unable to change their rulers through
peaceful, democratic means; this can also be understood from the
preceding verse, that the matter of dismissal of a ruler should also be
done through mutual consultation. If there is no such peaceful
procedure to dismiss the ruler, then armed struggle can be launched,
but, with another condition: the third condition, that is, the people
should be united under a single leadership, and fourthly, they
establish their government in an independent piece of land, because
the directives of armed struggle are given to a collective system of
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the Muslim, not to a crowd or a group without a system of
government. However, in the absence of a territory, according to
some contemporary scholars, a unanimous leadership against a
Muslim tyrant Kafir government is possible without geographical
land, as it was practiced in some political cases in the contemporary
world; such a campaign can be driven from outside the country,
where the change has to bring in. Yet, it is never a religious
obligation to rise to arms to bring a political change, no matter how
worse the condition is.

Another, issue is of the freedom movements of the Muslims
masses in different parts of the world, where they are in the majority
and still oppressed by the non-Muslim tyranny. The Qur’anic
guidance, in such cases, according to the author’s understanding of
the following verse of the Qur’an, is:
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Indeed, those whom the angels take [in death] while
wronging themselves - [the angels] will say, "In
what [condition] were you?" They will say, "We
were oppressed in the land." The angels will say,
"Was not the earth of Allah spacious [enough] for
you to emigrate therein?" For those, their refuge is
Hell - and evil it is as a destination.

The Muslim masses, in such conditions are instructed to
migrate from the land of oppression, if peaceful living or living
according to Islamic ways is not possible. However, in the present
scenario, which has provided more possibilities for human beings to
struggle for their rights, they should launch a peaceful political
struggle to win their freedom; and, if they find that their peaceful
political struggle is not allowed, and it is not working anymore, only
then, they can resort to armed struggle on the condition that they
must be united under a single leadership and establish a self-
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conceived state within their own land if possible, or if it is not
possible, then, outside the boundaries of their country, and finally,
they must have enough material power and manpower, in the light
of the verse 65 and 66 of Strah al-Anfal, which states that they
should have enough power, which makes it probable for them to
defeat their opponents. On these conditions, a Muslim community,
deprived of their basic human rights, can launch organized military
activities, to win their rights and freedom.

In addition, the Muslim governments, which are in an
agreement of peace with such oppressive non-Muslim government,
are not supposed to help their oppressed Muslim brothers, as the
Qur’anic verse goes:
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But those who believed and did not emigrate - for
you there is no guardianship of them until they
emigrate. And if they seek help of you for the
religion, then you must help, except against a people
between yourselves and whom is a treaty. And Allah
is Seeing of what you do.

But if any Muslim government, which is in a peace
agreement with such an oppressive non-Muslim government, finds it
necessary to help their oppressed Muslim brothers, it should declare
the peace agreement with them as null and void, overtly.
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If you [have reason to] fear from a people betrayal,

throw [their treaty] back to them, [putting you] on
equal terms. Indeed, Allah does not like traitors
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A foreign Muslim governments, which are not in a peace
agreement with the oppressing governments, can help their
oppressed Muslim brothers, rather, they must:
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And what is [the matter] with you that you fight not

in the cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed among

men, women, and children who say, "Our Lord, take

us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint

for us from Yourself a protector and appoint for us

from Yourself a helper?"

If a Muslim community faces threats, directly to their very
lives and property, they are allowed to resort to arms, even,

individually, as a matter of self-defence, as the Hadith of the prophet
(#) goes:
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The prophet (%) one who fights for his property and
gets killed, he is shed, and one who fights for his life
(and gets killed) he is Shahid, and one who fights for
his family (and gets killed), he is Shahid.

CONCLUSION:

Militancy in the name of Islam has become a matter of great
concern for the Muslim, as well as, the non-Muslim countries. These
militant groups find the legitimacy of their activities from the
academic sources of Islam and the Islamic history. Their ultimate
goal is to establish such an Islamic government so as to launch a
worldwide military campaign against the non-Muslim world to bring
them into the fold or rule of Islam.

A modern criticism is required to provide a counter
narrative. The author is of the view that there are two laws of Jihad
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in the Qur’an: one is the exclusive to the Rasul and the other is the
general. The exclusive law was directed to eliminate and/or
humiliate the direct deniers of a Rastl in this very world, and to
make the direct followers of a Rasiil victorious and prosperous in
this very world, to establish a tangible sign of the truth of Allah and
His religion. The misconceptions start when the exclusive law of
Jihad is generalized and applied to other.

While the general law of Jihad allows the Muslims to fight
against persecution and injustice, but with the state power, not
individually. Private Jihad is completely disapproved by the Prophet
Muhammad (#), except, when any rulers bend upon committing the
blatant kufr. But, such private armed struggle is allowed with certain
conditions. Same conditions apply to the oppressed communities of
the Muslim that they should have a majority of the Muslim masses
in their favour to launch armed struggle, they are united under a
single leadership, change of dismissal of the oppressive ruler
through peaceful and democratic means is not possible and they
establish a real or self-conceived state within or outside their land.

The Muslim government in an agreement of peace with the
oppressive non-Muslim government cannot help their oppressed
Muslim brothers, unless they end the agreement, openly. The
Muslim governments, which are not in a peace agreement with such
oppressive non-Muslim government, must help their Muslim
brothers. If a Muslim community faces direct threats to their life and
property, they can resort to armed struggle, individually, as a matter
of self-defence.
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