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The Stages of Objectives of Islamic Shari'ah
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ABSTRACT

Al-Magqasid (the purposes) is a guide to Islam written by Imam
Shatibi in his book "Al-Mowafaq'at". It covers purposes of Islamic
faith, Zakat, pilgrimage etc. Maqasid al-Shari’ah is a system of values
that could contribute to a desired and sound application of the
Shari’ah.” This concept has been employed as a legal hermeneutical
tool in pre-modern Islamic law at least since 3 H.D. It is based on the
idea that Islamic law is purposive in nature, that is, to mean that the law
serves particular purposes (e.g., promoting people’s benefit and welfare
and protecting them from harm) that are either explicitly present in or
can be derived from the fountainheads of the sources of Islamic law,
namely, the Quran & the Sunnah. Magqasid al-Sharia is also an umbrella
term that includes many other concepts that have been closely linked to
it in the premodern Islamic tradition, most notably the idea of public
interests and unrestricted interests (al-Masalih al-Mursala), as well as
other principles such as istihsan (juridical preference), istis’hab
(presumption of continuity), and avoidance of mischief (all of which
are considered to be directives in accordance with Allah’s will).
Spiritual Principles include: the free right and duty to be aware of and
to worship Allah and to search for ultimate truth and justice; the duty to
respect the human person, known as the natural principle of
personalism; the duty to respect the coherent order of all creation, i.e.
ecology and environment; and the duty to respect human community
based on the sacredness of each of its members.

Keywords: "Al-Mowafaq'at", Imam Shatibi, Al-Maqasid (the
purposes), Islamic law, Al-Shari’ah, Rights, Public Interests
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Social Integration in the light of Qur’anic Principles
(in Pakistan’s perspective)

*(: 2 s
s P
ABSTRACT

Islam is the religion of nature. It not only approves the social
interaction among the masses, but also helps in its development
towards positive ends. Islam has given natural and universal
principles which help its followers to develop a harmonious society,
discouraging all the attempts to divide the society into different
sections. Islamic society is based upon the following fundamental
principles 1.e equality, harmony of thoughts, justice, amar-bil-
maaruf-wa-nahi-anilmunkar (ask for good and forbid from evil),
unity, sense of responsibility, virtue and evil, abolition of
sectarianism & fulfillment of promises, reflecting the universality of
the religion, Islam.

Pakistan today, is facing various social problems like terrorism,
corruption, poverty, unemployment, broken families, sectarianism,
onslaught of western culture and demand of unrestricted liberty by
womenfolk. The moral degradation of the society is due to the fact
that the true Islamic spirit and moral teachings and trainings of Islam
have not been applied with true mind and honest intentions. The
moral values are ignored by the media which is the cause of great
concern.

Keywords: Social Integration, religion of nature, Qur’anic
Principles, fundamental principles.
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Significance and analysis of the

concepts of Collective Jusitce
(in the light of Quran-o-Sunnah & world reliogions)

ABSTRACT

Human beings have been created in proportion and perfection
by the Creator, as He is Just and Fair and likes justice and fairness in
making and implementing laws. Justice is the key on every level from
individual to State and interstate for peaceful and smooth functioning.
Justice holds universal acceptance from the laws of nature to the
creation of beings, while injustice leads to chaos. It causes the decline
and disgrace among civilized societies.

The chaos and terrorism in contemporary world is all because
of injustices by individuals and by the States. The teachings of the
messangers of Allah were to create the justice and equality at every
level in the society. Deviation from the teachings of Allah and His
messangers with respect to justice is a way towards destruction. Any
nation that forgoes justice becomes victim of injustice itself and the
consequences are ultimate anarchy and chaos.

Islam as a universal religion demands the justice in every
sphere of life. Islam and its teachings are for peace and prosperity. It
promulgates and promotes human dignity and the value of Justice,
equality and peace. Today the Ummah is in desperate need of adopting
and practicing justice and fairness as the Creator has shown in His
Word and Work.

Keywords: Collective justice, Quran-o-Sunnah, World Religions,
human dignity, value of Justice.
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The rights of Non-Muslims in an Islamic State
* ety M5
T P
ABSTRACT

“Minority” is a word which is considered a challenge for any
political system. This article discusses how a certain political system

deals with the idea and rights of a minority. If a minority enjoys the
privileges in a society that political system is considered as perfect.

Islam, the revealed religion, has not overlooked the status of
a minority. Rights of a minority is one of the top priorities in Islam.
This article brings to the fore the very status which Islam gives to
the minorities and which they enjoyed while living in the Islamic
poltical and social set up.

Islam not only gives minorities the right to live in an Islamic
Society, but also gives them protection. The word “Dhimmis” gives
minorities the protection in an Islamic society which they never
entertain in their own society. Whether it was the time of the Holy
Prophet, the Abbasid’s or Umayyad, everywhere in the Islamic
society they enjoyed not only as minorities but also they were
allowed to build churches, join Islamic forces and to become viziers,
etc.

It clearly reveals that Islam is a religion of peace that not
only gives good tidings to the believers but aslo to the minorities
who live among them.

This article is a small replica of what the minorities enjoyed
in the Islamic society.

Keywords: Non-Muslims, Rights, Islamic Society, Minorities, Peace
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Hudaibiya’s Truce:Political,Social and Deffensive
Strategy of the Holy Prophet S. AW

d/(jd f/’f(/)/:,jx“f/’
ek

ABSTRACT

Hazrat Muhammad #£ is the last Apostle to human beings.
He was gifted with a divine Deen having complete code of life.
Every field of life has been discussed in the Holy Quran and Sunnah
of the Prophet #2. As an Apostle, head of the state and army
commander, He guided the mankind and provided an excellent
example in all the perspectives of life.

As a commander of the Islamic forces, the Holy Prophet &
fought twenty seven Ghazwat after migration to Madina. In Zeqaida
6 AH, during the pact of Hudaibia a complete turn was taken by
Muslims. After this event, the Muslim army role changed to
offensive rather than defensive. Immediately, after the pact, the Holy
Prophet # attacked on Khyber in Muharram 7" AH, while the
whole Hijaz region was captured during the Ghazwa Fath-i-Makkah.

In this article, the strategy and tactics employed by the Holy
Prophet #& during Hudaibia truce have been discussed. These tactics
are useful and beneficial in modern era warfare also. As an ideal for
all the Ummabh, lessons should be extracted by the commanders to
defend their motherland and ideological boundries.

Keywords: Hudaibia, Prophet Muhammad %, tactics,
strategy, Makkah, Hudaibia Pact
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Islamic concept of Martyrdom and its wrong

implementation in the Modern Era
*wl,)\ Joow )5:5.\.‘\

ABSTRACT

Islamic concept about Jihad is very different as what is
interpreted by the western scholars. This Jihad is not only the name
of giving just his own life but to a specific purpose, which is only to
create peace and to prevent cruelty and injustice in the society.
There are several verses of Quran and Hadith, which explore this
concept, but Islam also regulates the rules and regulation for this.

To explain the misconception about Jihad, some points have been
explored in this research article to guide the people effectively that
how jihad should be conducted, while other activities named as
“jihad” and an activist intending to take part in such activities might
not be counted as a “martyr”. So the important points to be kept in
mind are:

e In Islam the martyr has a very great value, but in specific
terms.

e Martyr in Islam is not simply means of giving life.

e There are some rules and regulations that must to be
followed, i.e., a person must be a Muslim and his intention
is only for Allah, and not for his worldly desires, and he
follow the rules what Islam justified for the war.

e His jihad will not be accepted without the permission of his
parents or if he dies in the state of sin etc.

e Islam does not allow killing innocent persons, Muslims or
non-Muslims, without caring the color and caste, if he does
so he would be answerable to Allah.

Keywords: Jihad, Martyr, Western Scholars, Martyrism, Killings
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The Role of Youth in voluntary social work

ABSTRACT

In every society of the world, youth is a very important
segment. The youth plays an important role in social work and
development of communities. There is a dire need of such voluntary
welfare works to meet the needs of individuals as well as of the
whole communities. As the complexities of living conditions
increase, the voluntary social work and welfare projects gain
importance and governments alone whether of developing or
developed countries, can no longer meet the needs of their citizens.
All this necessitates the existence of other bodies working parallel to
the governmental bodies to fill in the public domain and
complement the role played by the government agencies in meeting
social needs. Such bodies are called civil society organizations.
These organizations play an important role in addressing some of
the social, cultural, and economic issues.

Despite the great importance of the social work and its need
for the development of communities and the development of
individuals a very small percentage of youth are engaged in social
work. There is reluctance among the youth to participate in
community work. This article explores the role of youth in social
welfare work.

Keywords: Youth, society, voluntary social work, development of
communities
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Imam Zia ul Maqdasi and his approach towards “Ahadith
Sahiha” in his book “Al-Ahadith ul Mukhtara”

ABSTRACT

Different scholars have compiled the books which contain a
large numbers of authentic Ahadith (Ahadith Sahiha), to achieve this
purpose, they introduced different hadith sciences to distinguish
between the true and the fabricated hadith. The authentic Sunnah is
contained within the vast body of Hadith literature. One of them is
Imam Zia ul Maqdasi.

Imam Zia Uddin Muhammad bin Abdul Wahid Maqdasi’s
book “Al Ahadith al Makhtara” is one of the best books of its kind.
Many Islamic scholars have declared it better than Imam Hakim’s
book Al Mustadrak. Allama Iraqi, one of his contemporaries said that
the Ahadith given in his book Al Ahadith al Makhtara were not
ascertained to be authentic before.

Only those Ahadith have been given in this book whose
asaneed are correct but they have not been reported by Imam Bukhari
and Imam Muslim. Also, one of the strengths of this book is that it
reflects the glimpses of Muajam. Imam Magqdasi wrote this book in
the manner of Masaneed that is to say that he mentioned the name of
the companion of the Holy Prophet (SAW) and then reported his
traditions. Sometimes he also indicates the factors responsible for the
interruption in the authenticity of Ahadith. But, sadly, Imam Maqdasi
passed away and could not complete this great book.

In this article I will discuss the Imam Zia ul Maqdasi
approach towards ‘“Ahadith Sahiha” in his book Al Ahadith ul
Mukhtara.

Keywords: Fundamental sources, Imam Zia ul Magqdasi, fabricated
hadith, Ahadith Sahiha, Al Ahadith ul Mukhtara.
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Muslim Youth: its duties & role
in restructuring of society

F gl dazs dg0ms pall [

ABSTRACT

Youth is an integral part of any human society, particularly
in an Islamic society. Youth is considered as a junction of past,
present and future.

Youth can play a positive and effective role against various
evils which are prevalent in human society. Important aspects of
utilization of youth may include the role of youth in religious, social,
political, ethical and educational fields and in restructuring of
society. All of these aspects have been discussed in this article, in
the light of Islam. Moreover, it is an effort to motivate the youth for
practical actions.

For the well-being and progress of Muslim Youth and human
society adoption of following measures are important and necessary:

1. To gain knowledge of the Revealed message (Shariah) and
act upon it.

2. To gain knowledge from true and sincere Scholars (Ahl-e-

Haqq).
3. Self-accountability, which consists of following points:

= [slah of Ageedah and ideology

= To perform good deeds (4dmal-e-Salih)

= Sincere repentance

= Consciousness about purpose of life

= Feeling gratified on adopting Islamic Shariah.
4. To have love or hatred only for sake of Allah.

Keywords: Youth, Human Society, Self-accountability, Role of
Youth, Well-being
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Why do we believe in God?

Why do we believe in God?
An Analysis of the Motives of the
Believing Behaviour in Human Beings

Irfan Shahzad*
ABSTRACT

This article explores the motives of the human believing
behaviour. The author postulates that to believe in God is natural
and not to believe is a deviation from the true and pure human
nature. This fact has, also, been admitted by many philosophers,
psychologists and geneticists. A brief debate with reference to
philosophy, anthropology, psychology and genetics has been
presented to have a review the opinions of some eminent
philosophers, psychologists and anthropologists about the believing
behavior of the human nature. The traces of the religiosity of the
primitive tribes without exception are a further evidence for the said
fact. Some evidences have been presented from history and also
from the examples of some living primitive tribes of Australia and
Africa to accentuate the stance that to believe in God is a natural,

innate, instinctual motive in the human nature. Author also quotes
certain verses from the Qur’an to confirm the conformity of the
historical, philosophical, psychological and genetical facts and
findings with the Qur’anic stance about the believing behaviour of
the human nature.

The motives behind human behaviour in believing God are
counted by the author as: rationality, anxiousness for God and the
Life hereafter, Love of God, Affiliation with the native culture,
Influence and Inspiration, Religion: A Remedy or Solution and
Preaching in Terms of addresses.

Keywords: Motive, Anxiousness, Genetics, Meme, Sufism,
Affiliation, Inspiration, Remedy

* Lecturer, PakTurk International Schools & Colleges, Islamabad
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Introduction:

To believe in God is an undeniable tendency of human
nature. The author having debated this fact through philosophy,
psychology, genetics and history, tried to determine that in what
ways this natural tendency to believe in God works. It is observed
that anxiousness or consciousness of God, love of God, affiliation
with native culture and environment, inspiration and influence of the
characters of the preachers and nobility of their birth and origin, the
influence of power, religion as a remedy for certain problems, and
address of preachers in terms and norms of their addressees are
some of the most prominent factors, which motivate human beings
to believe in God. This motivational study of the believing
behaviour of human beings is then examined in the light of the Holy
Qur’an and supported by the historical facts.

Is to Believe Natural or not?

Sigmund Freud, though, does not believe in God, admits that
to believe is natural and instinctual:

"Religion is an illusion and it derives its strength from the

fact that it falls in with our instinctual desires”.”

“We shall tell ourselves that it would be very nice if there
were a God who created the world and was a benevolent
Providence, and if there were a moral order in the universe
and an after-life; but it is a very striking fact that all this is
exactly as we are bound to wish it to be.”

Where does this believe come from? To Freud, man
conceives his idea of God and religion from his inspiration from his
parents, initially from his mother and then, from his father:

In this function (of believing in God) the mother is soon
replaced by the stronger father, who retains that position
for the rest of childhood. But the child’s attitude to its
father is coloured by a peculiar ambivalence. The father
himself constitutes a danger to the child, perhaps because
of its earlier relation to its mother. Thus, it fears him no



Why do we believe in God?

less than it longs for him and admires him. The indications
of this ambivalence in the attitude to the father are deeply
imprinted in every religion... When the growing individual
finds that he is destined to remain a child forever, that he
can never do without protection against strange superior
powers, he lends those powers the features belonging to the
figure of his father,; he creates for himself the gods whom
he dreads, whom he seeks to propitiate, and whom he
nevertheless entrusts with his own protection. Thus his
longing for a father is a motive identical with his need for
protection against the consequences of his human
weakness. The defense against childish helplessness is what
lends its characteristic features to the adult’s reaction to
the helplessness which he has to acknowledge - a reaction
which is precisely the formation of religion”

Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo* says the wish or need of God
1s natural and unavoidable, he writes:

The fact that man wishes God to exist has, after all, no
bearing at all on the question whether He really exists or
not. He may quite well exist, and simultaneously man may
have a great need for His existence. The creation of the
utter dependence of a child of his loving parents may very
well have been the way through which God built the
foundation for man's capacity to believe and trust in Him.””

H.C. Rumuk, in his book, “The psychology of Unbelief:
Character and Temperament in relation to Unbelief, writes (in the
words of Heije Faber)®:

Religion is part of the normal structure of human life. But
during the years when he is coming to maturity, man can be
led astray by a great variety of hindrances in his
development and he can thus fall victim to unbelief. Often,
it is a question of disturbances, which take place in the

unconscious.”

So, we can say that it makes us sure that the human nature is
prone to believe. His nature wishes for a God. However, to Freud,
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wish for God is, otherwise, a human weakness, but to Rumuk, and to
Cardozo, wish to believe in God is not only natural to man, but also
necessary for the smooth human development, while not to believe
is a deviation, due to certain external factors, hence an unnatural
phenomenon. It implies that if a man is left, uninfluenced in the
matter of believing or not believing in the divinity during the
development of his life, he will incline to believe in divinity and
transcendental values.

The renowned psychiatrist and atheist Anderson Thomson®
(born 1926) and his colleague Clare Aukofer, in their book, Why
We Believe in god(s), forward the theory of evolution in terms of
genetics to establish that the inclination and propensity that humans
demonstrate to believe in transcendental and metaphysical values
and ideas are the result of genetic inheritance from their ancestors,
who first developed such ideas to ‘fill in the blanks of the life’ and
to fulfill the requirement of their emotional and physical needs. In
other words, when human beings could not find the answers to the
natural phenomena of their life and of the wonderful world around
them, they solved the problem by conceiving the idea that a God or
gods could have created all these. Also, they found themselves
helpless and humble before natural forces. They felt need of
someone who could protect them from the unbridled forces of
nature, so they conceived a Being or beings, who had the powers to
help them against these forces. Then, the developments of such
ideas in human minds transmitted to next generation through the
process of thousands of years. This process of genetic evolution in
attitude of believing gave the human beings a ready-made
propensity to believe in the values transcendental. In this way, to
believe in God became natural.

Anderson supports his postulation with some evidences. For
example, He says that children all over the world have such a fear
that some apparition would come out from under the bed. The
universality of this fear makes us believe that this fear has come to
us through genes, because human ancestors who would sleep in trees
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had the fear of animals beneath them, that animals might climb up to
attack them (cf.).

This is what Richard Dawkins!® (born March 26, 1941)
explains through the concept of ‘meme’!!, which states that cultural
values, ideas, habitual attitude, etc., had been imitated for long and
then transmitted through genes or memes, and then they become
genetic behaviour.

The author disagrees with the speculation of this postulation
about the conceiving of the idea of God to ‘fill in the blanks of life’,
though this can partially be true in many cases where sound
religious knowledge has not been available to people. But God has
numerous evidences of His existences in the universe and the divine
scriptures, especially the Holy Qur’an. However, this is another
debate, which is out of scope of this paper. The point is that genetics
too, admits the propensity of human nature of believing in God. This
implies that atheism is a deviation from this genetic behaviour of
believing.

To believe in transcendental values 1is natural. This
postulation can further be asserted by another known fact that the
earliest traces of human existence are never found without the ideas
regarding religion and religious liturgy. The earliest communities
were priest-head communities. Such kinds of tribes with the same
primitive traits are still found in the far flung forests of Australia and
Africa who are un-contacted from the rest of the world. They did not
seem to receive any education from any outer source, yet they do
have their beliefs in transcendental values. They bury their dead and
say prayers. Their liturgies show they have faith in the life after
death. The idea of life after death has been found in all primitive
tribes.

Living primitive tribes of Australian Aborigines and Masai
of Africa believe in one God, the Creator. He is neither male nor
female, they name him Ngai,'> whereas, Australian Aborigines
believe in many gods.!> The point is that neither of the tribes is
without belief, nor were the ancient primitive tribes; their ruins
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provide the evidences of their temples and deities, which confirms
our assertion.

We learn from the Holy Qur’an that the natural tendency of
human beings to believe in God was inculcated in their nature with
their very existence:
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And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of
Adam - from their loins - their descendants and made them
testify of themselves, [saying to them], "Am I not your
Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have testified." [This] lest you
should say on the day of Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of
this unaware." Or [lest] you say, "It was only that our
fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before,
and we were but descendants after them. Then would You
destroy us for what the falsifiers have done?"

The renowned exegete al-Bedawi!® (died. 1292), in his
classical exegesis Anwar’al-Tanzil wa Asrar’al-Tawil interpreting
the above-mentioned Qur’anic verse, writes:

e 13N Il erge b oglsie (B Sy gy JY3 o) s
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“Evidences of God’s providence have been established
before them (the human beings) and installed in their
intellect, which invite them to the admittance of God, so
much so that these evidences became as if they are told to
them. The consolidation of this knowledge is as if they were
held witness to it and they profess it, this all is described
allegorically.”

6
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In a contemporary exegesis of the Holy Qur’an, Fi zilal ’I-

Qur’an, Seyyed Qutb (1906-1966) writes:
o sl st wgalt i 0L adt g s Sla OF Jo
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“One interpretation of this statement suggests that the
pledge God has taken from the offspring of Adam’s children
relates to their nature. He has established in their nature
the tendency to acknowledge His Lordship as the only God
in the universe. They grow up with this tendency until they

deviate as a result of external factors of omne sort or
another.

This is what the nature is:

...in accordance with the natural disposition which God has
instilled into man: [for] not to allow any change to corrupt
what God has thus created...

That is why, the first human and the first human community

was monotheist:
1 ST ETHE B
Mankind was [of] one religion [before their deviation]
Ibn Kathir writes:
L o JB L.l By ("’Tﬁ ¥ o O JB (b ol o8
e ) 1 a3 gt (o o Byt o (S 033
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Ibn e Jarir writes on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that
between Adam and Noah there passed ten centuries, all the
people were on the religion of Islam (submission to one
God), then people began to differ from one another (and

7
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worship of idols and other false gods started) then Allah
sent the prophets giving good tidings to them and warning
them (of God’s scourge).

Since then, human beings have been transmitting this
behaviour of believing through genes. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W)
says:

v

sl 3 a15al 5 4135 41590 sl Jo U ) a5 2 G
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Every child is born in nature, then his parents make him a

Jew, or a Christian or a Magian as an animal delivers a
perfect baby animal. Do you find it mutilated?"

The Qur’anic stance, to believe is natural and not to believe
is unnatural, is evident from the very word “Kufr”. The literal
meaning of Kufr as Imam Raghib Isfahani depicts:

“The actual meaning of Kufr is to hide something. The
night is called Kafir, because it hides everything. Similarly,

the farmer is called Kafir since he hides seed in the

ground.”%?

It implies that Kafir (one who denies religion or God) is in
fact hides or deviates from his true nature, which is, otherwise,
prone to believe.

Motives of the Believing Behaviour
Rationality:

The fact is that man is incapable of knowing the reality.
French Enlightenment writer, historian and philosopher, Francois-
Marie Arouet Voltaire (1694-1778) says, "Four thousand volumes of
metaphysics will not teach us what the soul is."*> Man can only
understand a phenomenon but he cannot find or know reality in real.
Thomas Reid** (1710-1796 CE) while concluding the skepticism of
David Hume (1711-1776 CE) writes:

“..the author undertakes to prove two points.: First, That
all that is called human knowledge (meaning demonstrative
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knowledge) is only probability; and, secondly, that this
probability, when duly examined, evanishes by degrees, and
leaves at last no evidence at all: So that, in the issue, there
is no ground to believe any one proportion rather than its
contrary, and "all those are certainly fools who reason or

believe anything. >

Bertrand Russell (1872-1970 CE) says, “There can be
nothing real, or at any rate nothing known to be real except minds
and their thoughts and feelings”*® It is not possible for human
beings to verify the existence of God through direct empirical
evidence and also the truth of religion, yet, a believer does have
good reasons to believe in God and religion. This believing attitude
with reasoning is epitomized in the anecdote of ‘the believing man’
of the Qur’an. The Qur’an tells that a man from the family of
Pharaoh or from royalty, secretly accepted Moses’ invitation to the
faith. However, he admitted that he did not have direct knowledge to
verify whether Moses is true or not; but he believed him for the
reasons Moses came up with, i.e., Moses’ miracles and convincing
arguments in favour of the oneness of the creator:
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At that, a believing man of Pharaoh’s family, who [until
then] had concealed his faith, exclaimed: "Would you slay
a man because he says, ‘God is my Sustainer’ — seeing,
withal, that he has brought you all evidence of this truth
from your Sustainer? Now if he be a liar, his lie will fall
back on him; but if he is a man of truth, something [of the
punishment] whereof he warns you is bound to befall you:
for, verily, God would not grace with His guidance one who
has wasted his own self by lying [about Him].
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We note that he put forward his argument with ‘if’. It means
he was not sure in terms that he knew the reality, yet he believes
because there was no reason to deny, and there were many good
reasons to believe. This rational attitude to attain or deduce faith has
been certified by God.

Human knowledge can never claim to have attained all
knowledge, therefore, man maintains that empirically not provable
does not mean nonexistent.

K ress
B N, 2y 3
No human vision can encompass Him.

The narcissistic demand to have empirical evidence for the
transcendental value leads to disbelief:
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Nay, their knowledge of the life to come stops short of the

truth: nay, they are [often] in doubt as to its reality: nay,
they are blind to it.

Man believes because it is but religion that gives definite
answers to the Basic Questions: The origin of man and the universe;
the purpose of creation; the relation between creation and the
Creator and about the life hereafter. These questions have kept the
humanity perplexed since man became able to think. Man made out
divergent philosophies while in his quest to find out the answers to
these questions, but these answers are mere speculations. And when
man failed to find satisfactory answers, he hid his embarrassment in
the fold of atheism, agnosticism and skepticism. The American
biologist, Cecil Boyce Hamann, has this to say:

Where the mysteries of digestion and assimilation were
seen as evidence of Divine intervention, they now are
explained in terms of chemical reactions, each reaction
under the control of an enzyme. But does it rule God out
of His universe? Who determined that these reactions
should take place, and that they should be so exactly
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controlled by the enzymes? One glance at a present-day
chart of the various cyclic reactions and their interaction
with each other rules out the possibility that this was
just a chance relationship that happened to work.
Perhaps here, more than any place else, man is
learning  that God works by principles that He
established with the creation of life.”

This rational attitude, which leads to believe, is described in
the Qur’an as:
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Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the
alternation of the night and the day are signs for those of
understanding. Who remember Allah while standing or
sitting or [lying] on their sides and give thought to the
creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], "Our Lord,
You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above
such a thing],; then protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.

To disprove the existence of God is not possible, those who
do, just speculate, and speculation has nothing to do with reality:
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AND [thus it is:] We have not created heaven and earth
and all that is between them without meaning and purpose,
as is the surmise of those who are bent on denying the
truth: but then, woe from the fire [of hell] unto all who are
bent on denying the truth!

G



Why do we believe in God? 12

A <2 Sk F Pportr LK L8, ~7F
54 e L3 o S R Sy

Did you, then, think that We created you in mere idle play,
and that you would not have to return to Us?"

Man believes because he can assess the intrinsic truth of the
divine source of knowledge revealed through the Prophet (S.A.W),
his teaching or the book of divine knowledge. The best example is
of the Holy Qur’an, the only unalterable divine book on the face of
the earth:
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Will they not, then, try to understand this Qur’an? Had it
issued from any but God, they would surely have found in it
many an inner contradiction!

The more one ponder upon the Qur’an the more one is
convinced of the truth of the Qur’an.

Anxiousness for God and the Life Hereafter:

The people concerned to find out real knowledge and secrets
of life and this universe and are in search of answers to “The Basic
Questions”, are prone to believe. This consciousness or anxiousness
is termed in the Qur’an as “Fear”.
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You can (usefully) warn only the one who follows the
advice and fears the Ra fman (the All-Merciful Allah)
without seeing (Him). So give him the good news of
forgiveness and of a noble reward.
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The one who fears (Allah) will observe the advice...
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And who give whatever they [have to] give with their hearts
trembling at the thought that unto their Sustainer they must
return: it is they who vie with one another in doing good
works, and it is they who outrun [all others] in attaining to
them!

Obviously, one who bothers strives, and one who strives
finds. The Bible says: “The fear of the Lord teaches man wisdom.”

Love of God

Man finds in his heart a natural love for his Creator, which
leads him to believe in God. Such a natural, instinctual tendency of
love is evident in the peoples of every culture and religion. The
Bible says:

“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart

and with all your soul and with all your might.”*’

Human history past and present provides numerous examples
of men, who forsake the pleasures of the world and the world itself,
they get ready to sacrifice their lives and the most beloved
belongings for the sake of God. For example, the Bhakti Yoga in
Hinduism is an exclusive practice to demonstrate human love for
God by surrendering oneself to God.

[1t] is a religious practice to attain Divine Being through
devotional love.”*’“Bhakti means devotion to the Lord.
One need only to surrender all doubts, fears and worries
and express genuine love and devotion to the almighty Lord

of the Universe.”*!

The Hindu religious book, Gita, teaches the divine love,
“Who fixes his mind and his reason on me and loves me; he is dear
99 42
to me

The same goes for Christianity, in which asceticism was
introduced to seek the pleasure of God:
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But as for monastic asceticism — We did not enjoin it upon

them: they invented it themselves out of a desire for God'’s
goodly acceptance.

The Holy Qur’an confirms this natural love of man for God:
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And yet there are people who choose to believe in beings
that allegedly rival God, loving them as [only] God should
be loved: whereas those who have attained to faith love
God more than all else.

Mawlana Rumi (1207-1273)* says:

“O (God) lovers! The religion of the love of God is not
found in Islam alone. In the realm of love, there is neither
belief, nor unbelief. "*®

Affiliation with Native Culture and Tradition

Affiliation with one’s culture and traditions is the strongest
influence on human beings to follow the tradition of faith whatever
they have in their culture and tradition. Man believes in God
because he is born to a believing culture or family. If he is born to a
monotheist family and culture, he adopts it as it is. His affiliation
with his culture or family and the inherited tradition of monotheism
make him believe in one God, just like a polytheist or atheistic
society or family, which makes one stick to polytheism or atheism.
The only difference can be that in contrast to a polytheist or an
atheist, a monotheist feels his nature and conscience in conformity
with the inherited monotheism.

14
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Influences and Inspiration:

Human history tells that certain religions spread on a large
scale not because their addressees had investigated their intrinsic
truth, but they got inspired to believe in them for various reasons.

a. Influence and Inspiration of Nobility

People get inspired by the persons of noble birth. It seems
that observing this human tendency of inspiration, God chose his
prophets from the noble birth. People loved to see them speak their
language and dialect and talk their problems. This is what Caesar of
Byzantine, Hercules, showed his understanding of the fact for the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) in his meeting with Abu Sufyan
while inquiring after the Holy Prophet (S.A.W):

Tajh ol b S g N3G

“This is the case with the prophets, they are the
descendants of the noblest among their people.”

We know no prophet who was not from the noble birth.
b. Influence and Inspiration of Character

The great religions of the world spread because the carriers
of those particular religions demonstrated a sublime character,
which inspired people to embrace their religion. For example, the
sanctity of character, determination and endurance of the early
Christians against severe persecution for their faith inspired people
to believe in Christianity. Buddhism spread among the commoners
due to the high morality, its preachers and followers had to adopt.
Also, Islam spread by the higher ethical manners of the Muslim
Arab, especially in the subcontinent where the Arab traders inspired
the masses with their moral values and, later, the Muslim Sufis
inspired the masses with the extraordinary sanctity of their character
and ethics.
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¢. Influence and Inspiration of Power

Another inspiration for the masses comes from the
demonstration of power. The famous maxim goes:

Sk ud (Jo U

People follow the way of their kings.

We note that Buddhism and Christianity had been facing
very hard time when they were being preached by the poor
preachers to the commoners. But as soon as the kings and emperors
accepted these religions they became not only the state religions but
also the masses rushed to embrace them.

“In the mid-third century BCE, for example, Buddhism

spread throughout northern India as the result of the

personal endorsement of King Ashoka.” **

Christianity spread when Constantius II (337-361), Vales
(364-378) and finally Theodosius I (347-395) accepted it as the state
religion (cf.)*.

For the same reason, the Holy Prophet (S.A.W) wrote letters
to the emperors of the Roman and Persian empires and to other
kings and governors of his time inviting them to embrace Islam or
they would be responsible for the Kufr of their people, because their
people would follow them. In his letter to Hercules, the Holy
Prophet (S.A.W) wrote:

I invite you to embrace Islam so that you may live in
security. If you come within the fold of Islam, Allah will
give you double reward, but in case you turn your back

upon it, then the burden of the sins of all your people shall

fall on your shoulders.™®

It is historically evident that most of these kings and
emperors did not bother the invitation of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W),
nor did their masses, but when the companions of the Hoy Prophet
(S.A.W) conquered these lands; the whole conquered lands fell into
the fold of Islam without any coercion! This was because Islam was
now in power and power inspires.
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Religion: A Remedy or Solution

The slaves and people of humble origin and low strata of the
society embraced Buddhism and Islam for the same reason. They
found a salvation for their miseries and outlet from disgraceful
status, the society had forced them to live in. One of the motives of
the people of Madinah to embrace Islam and invite the Holy Prophet
(S.A.W) to Madinah was that they wanted to ensure peace in
Madinah after the long battle of Bu‘ath between the tribes of Aws
and al-khizraj. The Islamic teaching of equality and fraternity, well-
practiced by the broad based Sufism, impressed the suppressed
Hindu social classes of the lower strata, who were subject to
disgrace by the Hindu caste system, and they embraced Islam in
great numbers.

“Sufism in India has commonly been viewed as a secular
attempt for the eternal quest of the soul for its direct
experience of the ultimate Super Power. For centuries, the
Hindus accepted Sufi shrines as symbol of communal
harmony. A large number of them have been offering

prayers in Sufi shrines without any reservation.”"

Preaching in the Terms of the Addressees

Another psychological motive to believe in God is that man
is prone to listen and accept a message given in his own language
and dialect and in terms of his own culture and norms. For example,
Christianity spread to Greece and Rome, when it adopted the norms
of their religion, which had the concept of mother goddess who gave
birth to the god and the concept of triple deity.

There were several reasons for Christianity’s eventual
acceptance into Celtic society. One reason was the concept
of the Christian Godhead being a Trinity, or three persons
in one God. The fact that the Christian God took three
separate forms, which were the Father (creator), Son
(saviour), and Holy Spirit (sanctifier), was also a concept
familiar to the Celts since their own deities took different

forms depending on their functions.>
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And

The Church allowed pagan symbols of fertility, such as the
egg and the rabbit, to represent the resurrection of Christ
during Easter, these symbols had previously represented
pagan gods (such as Osiris) rising from the dead. It is
possible that many of the similarities between Christianity
and the pagan religions were intentional, to help new
converts identify with the religion. This aided greatly in the
spread of Christianity.>

Muslims preachers adopted Sufism in India, which had a
parallel in the Indian mysticism and philosophical literature and way
of life, for example, the concept of the unification of the Being
(wahdat-ul-Wujud) and a mild asceticism similar to Sadhu or Yogi
Way of Hinduism, appealed Hindus to accept Islam, because they
had almost similar ideas in their religious system.

“A section of Sufis under Chistiyya order was not against

adjustment with Hindu saints of Bhakti cult and used even

Hindi language for Islamic devotional songs.”>*

CONCLUSIONS:

To believe in God is a natural and instinctual behaviour of
human beings. Philosophy, history, psychology and genetics admit
this fact. This is further confirmed by the religiosity of all the
primitive tribes without exception. This natural inclination to faith
works in many ways:

e Rational behaviour, which means that human intellect, finds
no other satisfactory answer to the chain of cause and effect.
He finds the ultimate cause, the first cause, God at the end of
this chain. He finds the only answer to “The Basic
Questions” is religion.

e Man believes in God due to his consciousness or anxiousness
(Tagwa or fear) to find out about God and his relation with
him and the life after death. This is the rational behaviour,
which leads many to believe. Man studies the universe and
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feels and understands the intrinsic truth of the divine
scriptures, especially of the Qur’an, and gets convinced of
God.

There is a natural love in man for his creator and sustainer.
The examples of this divine love are found in almost every
religion and every society in the world for example, Bhakti,
Sufism, etc.

Man also shares some common grounds of believing and
disbelieving, for example, affiliation with his culture and
environment or his family tradition makes him believer or
non-believer.

Man believes in God when he gets inspired by the character,
nobility and morality of the prophets or the preachers of a
religion.

The power factor influences man to believe if the believers or
the religion comes into power. It is observed that influence of
character and the nobility of preachers work on individuals,
and the influence of power works on mass conversion. This
phenomenon can be observed in the history of Buddhism,
Christianity, and Islam.

Man believes in a particular religion when he finds in it a
remedy for his problems and miseries.

Man inclines to believe an invitation to a faith when he hears
it in its own language and dialect and finds it in
correspondence with the cultural norms and ideas, he is
familiar with. For this purpose, a Greek version of
Christianity was introduced to Greek and Roman lands. And
in the subcontinent, Islamic Sufism in correspondence to the
sadhuism and Bhakti of Hinduism spread Islam in local
terms, dialect and idiom; and it worked.

19
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ABSTRACT

There are two opposing views of scholars and different
religions regarding the permission or non-permission of war on the
basis of honor and lawfulness of human life.

The Hindus and Jews legalize war, whereas the Buddhists
and Christians consider it illegal. Islam follows the middle path and
attributes the legality of war to its purpose because only the purpose
tells the righteousness or wrongfulness of any deed.

Islam has prevented from all those purposes that eliminate
the cause of Allah Almighty from war. Islam does not legalize war
for any worldly purpose so the pursuit of fame, kingship, booty,
conquering another land or national or personal revenge is not legal.
Jihad has been enjoined for the elimination of hurdles in the path of
Allah. It clarifies the policy of Islam that war is not an end but it is a
means to an end. Today the west is doing propaganda against Islam
that Islam spread through sword and the concept of jihad is being
related to terrorism. The purposes of jihad should be kept in mind in
order to understand the philosophy of jihad. The aim of this paper is
to highlight the purposes of jihad and its importance. Views of
various scholars have been observed in this study along with
references from Quran and Hadith.

Keywords: Jihad, legality of war, policy of Islam, purposes of
Jihad, western propaganda
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There are two opposing views of scholars and different
religions regarding the permission or non-permission of war on the
basis of honor and lawfulness of human life. Discussing the
philosophy of war, Abdul Salam Nadvi expresses his views in these
words:

“There is a great disagreement of Ulema about war.
One group considers it the root cause of all human
problems and the other group thinks that it has a lot of
advantages along with its disadvantages. That is why it
cannot be separated from cultural element.” M

Same is the situation of major religions. The Hindus and
Jews legalize war, whereas the Budh and Christians consider it
illegal. Hindus and Jews legalize war for all those purposes which
their inner-selves desire. They do not distinguish between right and
wrong as to its purposes. The Budh and Christians feel that the
killing of human beings by fellow human beings is not legal.
Between these two extremes, Islam follows the middle path and
attributes the legality of war to its purpose because only the purpose
tells the righteousness or wrongfulness of any deed. Islam legalizes
all those wars that are carried out in the way of Allah. War for the
sake of envy, repression, cruelty, greed, revenge and finance has
been branded as illegal. Syed Maududi writes:

“It (Islam) divides war into two types keeping in view
the nature of man, the requirements of man and
betterment of mankind. One type of war is that which is
fought for the sake of land, money, rule and desires of
the self. Second type of war is that which is fought for
the sake of truth and against cruelty and oppression.
The first type has been termed as anarchy and chaos. It
has been called the worst crime and Islam fully
prohibits it. The second type of war, if carried out
without any personal interest and purely for the right
cause then it is Jihad in the way of Allah. It is best kind
of worship and most divine obligation and there is no
better of help mankind than this.” @
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Islam has prevented from all those purposes that eliminate
the cause of Allah Almighty from war. It has been explained in Holy
Quran in the following verse:
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“Those who believe fight in the Cause of Allah, and those
who disbelieve, fight in the cause of Satan. So fight you
against the friends of Satan. Ever feeble indeed is the plot
of Satan.”

It is a clear cut message in which the distinction between
right and wrong has been clearly mentioned. The people who fight
for the cruelty, oppression, material gain and personal purposes are
comrades of Satan and those who fight against them are the soldiers
of Allah Almighty. Every war whose purpose is to harm the
Muslims is the devilish war and it has no connection with Allah.
Those who fight for the poor and miserable, who want to stop
oppression and establish peace and justice, and who fight against
oppression and anarchists to provide a peaceful life to the people are
the fighters in the way of Allah. They do not help the miserable but
they help Allah Almighty. Therefore, the Muslims have never been
told that the purpose of war is land or material gains. They have
been told that as a result of war in the way of Allah they will find
the happiness of their Lord and protection from the perdition of hell.
As it is clear from the verse below:

4:\1 ;_;-Aj (O F’\u\n\owﬁw OJAJ@QJ /;:\: :).'-;3\’ /)E{%

(4)% o ;\){ul SJ 1% (ﬁ‘_}m’/ Ky )ALA.\SU.udc/))iG/;:; A

“O you who believe! Shall I guide you to a trade that will
save you from a painful torment? That you believe in
Allah and His Messenger SAW, and that you strive hard
and fight in the Cause of Allah with your wealth and your
lives: that will be better for you, if you but know!”

Allah loves those who fight solely for His cause as it has
been mentioned in the following verse:
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“Verily Allah loves those who fight in His Cause in rows
as if they were a solid structure.”

It can also be understood by the following Hadith from Sehai
Sittah:

Hazrat Abu Musa Ashari RA narrates: “A person came

to the Holy Prophet “& and asked that some fight for the
booty, some fight for fame and some fight to show their
bravery, who amongst them fights in the way of Allah?

The Holy Prophet & replied that only the person who
fights to uphold the name of Allah fights in the way of
Allah.” ®
Hazrat Abu Musa Ashari RA narrates another Hadith and
says:

“A person came to the Holy Prophet %€ and he said, “O

Prophet of Allah &, what is fighting in the way of Allah?

Some of us fight in anger, some for the honor of nation?”’

the Holy Prophet %% raised his head and said the one who

fights to uphold the name of Allah fights in the way of

Allah.” ™

Abu Amama Bahli RA narrates that a person came to Holy
Prophet #& and asked what will be given to him who fights for
material gain and fame? The Holy Prophet #& replied nothing. It was
strange for that person, he came back and asked the same question
and the Holy Prophet SAW again gave the same reply. He was not
satisfied and came again and asked the same question till the Holy
Prophet # said:

“Allah does not accept any deed unless it is done only for
His happiness.” ®

Muaz Bin Jabal RA narrates, the Holy Prophet #& said:

“There are two types of fight. The person who fought
purely for Allah cause and followed the leader, spent his
best finance and abstained from chaos then his sleep and
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waking deserves blessing from Allah. And the person who

fought for show off and to gain fame and did not follow

the leader and created chaos will not be spared (i.e. he

will face perdition).” ©

Abada Bin Samit RA narrates that once the Holy
Prophet # said:

“The person who went to fight for Allah and intended even

for a rope for tethering camel then he will only get the
rope and none of the blessings.” 10

Abu Huraira RA narrates that once the Holy Prophet # said:

“Three people will be judged first of all on the day of
Judgment. First the person who fought in the path of Allah
will be brought. Allah will tell about His blessing on him
and when he will admit the blessings then Allah will ask
him, ‘what did you do for me?’ He will reply, ‘I fought for
you until I got martyred.” Allah will say, ‘You tell lies. You
only fought for the purpose that people will say he is very
brave, your purpose if fulfilled.” Then Allah will order
perdition for that person and he will be thrown in hell
headlong.” 'V

Abdullah Bin Masu’d RA narrates that the Holy Prophet #
said:

“On the day of Judgment one person will come holding
the forelock of another person and will say, ‘O Allah! This
person killed me.” Allah will ask, ‘Why did you kill him?’
the person will say that he killed that person for the sake
of Allah’s honor. On this Allah will say, ‘Yes, the honor is
for me.” Then another person will come holding the hand
of another man and will say that he killed me. Allah will
ask, ‘Why did you kill him?’ He will say that he killed that
person for the honor of another man. Then Allah will say,
‘honor was not his right.” And he will be captured in this
crime.” 12

This mode of teaching purges war from all worldly pursuits.
Islam does not legalize war for any worldly purpose so the pursuit of
fame, kingship, booty, conquering another land or national or
personal revenge is not legal. Islam has explained all this.
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Islam is a universal and international religion and it carries a
universal message. Its individuality can be seen in all the walks of
life and it can also be seen in the field of war. It negates war for all
the negative purposes and legalizes it for only some right purposes.
If we deeply study the legalized purposes of war in Islam, they are
numerous. Only three of the basic purposes have been discussed
here in detail. All the other purposes fall under them.

Upholding of Allah’s word:

The propagation of religion to all people of all territories and
eras is a rightful purpose of war. Islam came for the reformation and
welfare of whole mankind. The Holy Prophet #& spread Islam to the
Arabs and left the world after putting his nation on the path of glory.

He 4 enjoined upon Sahaba and the people after them to spread the
message of Islam to other nations and people of the world. But
history is witness that rebellious and transgressors of the religion of
Allah do not allow the people to accept religion according to their
free will. There are a lot of such instances when the Holy Prophet %2
was tortured and teased on account of preaching the oneness of
Allah and stopping from the worship of false deities. The people
who approved and accepted the message of the Holy Prophet #&
were also tortures and ultimately exiled the Holy Prophet # and his
followers from Makkah. The pagans of Makkah tried to control the
minds of people and denied them the right of free choice of religion.
The pagans used oppressive measures to stop the true religion. If the
pagans were left free in doing this, the wrong would have oppressed
the right and the darkness of disbelief would have prevailed over the
light of truth. So order for war was given and people were asked to
support it in order to eliminate the hurdles in the propagation of
Islam. Same was the purpose of all the wars after this. Upholding
the word of Allah is the prime and soles purpose of Jihad. If the
propagation of religion is going smoothly then there is no need of
sword but if the people are facing difficulty in treading the path of
Allah then this difficulty must be eliminated. In Surah al Infaal,
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Allah Almighty orders jihad against all those who put hurdles in the
propagation of religion:
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“Verily, those who disbelieve spend their wealth to hinder
from the path of Allah, and so will they continue to spend
it; but in the end it will become anguish for them. Then
they will be overcome. And those who disbelieve will be
gathered unto Hell.”
In Surah Tauba, the purpose of war against disbelievers has

been told:
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“They have purchased with the verses of Allah a little
gains, and they hindered men from His way, evil indeed is
that which they used to do.”
Then the war against the people of scripture has been
ordered because they try hard to stop people from the path of virtue.
Allah says in Holy Quran:
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“O you who believe! Verily, there are many of the
rabbis and the monks who devour the wealth of mankind
in falsehood, and hinder from the way of Allah.”

In the same way in Bdaya al Sina’ae, obligation of jihad has
been described in these words:
“The purpose of the obligation of jihad is the

propagation and glory of Islam and to overcome and
eliminate the vice of disbelievers.” 19
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Allama Kasani further writes:

“Killing (for the sake of Islam) has not been enjoined
for the sake of killing but it has been enjoined for the
propagation of Islam.” 17

According to Imam Ibn e Tamia:

“The real purpose of jihad is that the religion of Allah
wholly prevails and word of Allah be glorified.” (¥
Jihad has been enjoined for the elimination of hurdles in the
path of Allah. If the enemies of Islam are muffling the propagation
of religion to the people and they try to deny true religion to the
people then armed effort should be made against them till their
defeat. As Syed Qutab Shaheed said:

“Islam came for the whole mankind and the glory of the
word of Allah means that the teachings of Islam be
spread to whole mankind and there should be no hurdle
between people and blessings of Islam. The person who
puts hurdle in the propagation of Islam with power then
that person is in reality transgressor against the word of
Allah. The elimination of such a person is the glory of
the word of Allah.”

If the propagation of Islam is going on smoothly and there is

no hurdle in its propagation then there is no need of war. As Dr.
Mahmood Ahmed Ghazi writes:

“The one and only purpose of jihad is the propagation
of Islamic teachings and its support. If the means of
propagation are available and there is no hurdle in its
way, no oppression is practiced against Muslims
throughout the world and the people are free to lead
their lives in full freedom to practice Islam then there is
no need of taking sword.” *°
Sharia legalizes armed effort only against those who muffle
the spread of Islam and propagation of Islamic teachings. Islam did
not spread through sword. The use of power is only legalized for the
safety of Islam against those who put hurdles in its smooth
progression. They not only reject the message of Islam but also try
to stop it. If a person does not embrace Islam and live with Muslims
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in complete peace under a treaty then there is no legality of war
against that person. Therefore Islam focuses on two points before
going for war. If any of these two is agreed upon then there is no
need of war. The first of these two points is that they should be
invited to embrace Islam as it has been told to Muslim warriors in
Bdaya al Sina’ae:
“Killing is not legal before giving invitation to embrace
Islam.” @V

If the opposing nation does not know the teachings of Islam
then it is necessary to invite them to accept Islam. If the opposing
nation knows the teachings of Islam even then it is better to invite
them to Islam before fighting. May be they accept Islam this time
and the motive of Islam is achieved without fight. It clarifies the
policy of Islam that war is not an end but it is a means to an end. It
shows the importance of the message of Islam and also the fact that
Islam likes peace more than war. If the opposing nation accepts
Islam then the objective is achieved and there is no reason for fight.
But if they reject this invitation then second option should be offered
to them that they accept to live as tax payers to Muslims. As it has
been told in Bdaya al Sina’ae:

“If they do not accept to convert to Islam then they
should be offered to pay tax.” ¥
According to this treaty there will be no objection if they

practice their own religion. As a result of tax they will live under
security and peace. This tax is not applicable to disabled people,
children, women and the old. The reason behind this agreement is
that the easiest way to preach them is adopted. If they reject this
offer too then there is no way except war to provide peace and
security to Muslims. There should be no hurdle for Muslims to
practice their beliefs. They should be free in choosing the right and
abstaining from the wrong.

Eradication of Cruelty and Oppression:

Islam has legalized war to put an end to cruelty and
oppression. When the opposing nation practice cruelty against
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Muslims then war is legalized to support and save the oppressed.
That is when their homes have been occupied, their rights denied to
them and their possessions taken from them then the Muslims must
fight for their brethren. Islam does not like oppression and
disapproves its propagation in society. Contrary to Christianity,
Islam does not approve to bear oppression rather it demands the
complete eradication of oppression from society. When the people
of Makkah exiled the Muslims and confiscated their properties, they
were allowed to launch a war against this oppression. The very first
verse that legalized killing for the sake of religion depicts this idea:
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“Permission to fight is given to those who are fought
against, because they have been wronged, and surely
Allah is able to give them victory. Those who have been
expelled from their homes unjustly only because they
said: “Our Lord is Allah.” For had it not been that
Allah checks one set of people by means of another,
monasteries, churches, and mosques wherein the Name
of Allah is mentioned much would surely have been
pulled down. Verily Allah will help those who help His
(cause). Truly, Allah is All-Strong All-Mighty.”

In these verses the people against whom war is legalized
have only committed one crime i.e. they oppress the people and
drive the innocent people from their homes. So the oppressed were
allowed to carry out armed effort against the oppressors and crush
their hateful motives. This permission is not given only to the
oppressed but other Muslims are ordered to help their oppressed
brethren so that the miserable should be freed from the shackles of
the oppression. As it has been said in Holy Quran:
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“And what is wrong with you that you fight not in the
Cause of Allah, and for those weak, ill-treated and
oppressed among men, women and children, whose cry
is: “Our Lord! Rescue us from this town whose people
are oppressors, and raise for us from You one who will
protect, and raise for us from You one who will help.”

This order is interpreted by Syed Qutab in these words:

“So it has been emnjoined upon the Muslim Ummah to

stop oppression in the whole world. They should not do

it for the sake of material gains or superiority but

should do it for the glory of word of Allah after coming

into power.” >

It is religious and moral obligation of Muslims to save not

only their own selves but also the weak and the needy among whole
mankind. If the people are suffering under the cruel rule then its
obligatory on Islamic system to help them and relieve their
suffering. When a group of Muslims is captured in the cruel grip of
enemies and have no power to save themselves then it is obligatory
upon those who are powerful and free to carry out armed struggle in
order to save their Muslim brethren. This purpose of war has been
described by Mahmud Sheet Khatab in these words:

“Jihad is ordered in Islam to uphold the truth and
eradicate the wrong and to relieve the weak and
miserable from suffering.” ?®

Eradication of Chaos and Anarchy:

When the truth is oppressed by force and people are stopped
from following the right path and led astray and conspiracies are
made against religion and devilish forces are creating chaos then it is
obligatory upon Muslim to carry out jihad. All these conditions have
been described by Quran as reason for jihad:
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“And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief)
and the religion will be all for Allah Alone. But if they
cease then certainly Allah is the All-Seer of what they
do.”

Chaos cannot be stopped without the use of sword, whether
the chaos is created from within or without. If a group is creating
chaos from inside or outside to disrupt the unity of Ummah then war
against them is legal. This war against anarchy will continue
forever. It is only legal against those who create chaos through their
words and deeds. This is the reason that the killing of women,
children and handicapped is illegal.

Islam has preached patience and tolerance but no tolerance
has been ordered against any such attack which is aimed at wiping
out religion of Allah from the world and taking land from the
Muslims. The order for protection of religion and Muslim land is
very strict that if any enemy attacks the Islamic system or Islam then
it becomes obligatory for all Muslims to leave everything behind
and fight against the enemy. Therefore the scholars of religion hold
the opinion that if the Muslim land is attacked then jihad becomes
obligatory upon every Muslim individually. As Ibn e Qdamah has
described the situations when jihad becomes obligatory for
individuals in these words:

“When the disbelievers attack a Muslim country then it
is binding on the natives to fight against them and
defend their land.” ¥

This idea has been presented in Bdaya al Sina’ae in these
words:

“If it is heralded publically that an enemy has attacked

a certain area then it (jihad) becomes obligatory for
every Muslim who has power for it.”



The Philosophical Perspective of Jihad 35

In Islam liberty is the most important thing in the national
life of Muslims. It is not only that after losing liberty they lack the
power to help humanity for which they are created but they do not
remain capable of establishing system of Shariah upon which their
whole religious life is based. So any attack on Islamic government
and Islamic country is considered an attack on Islam even though its
purpose is only to remove political rule of Muslims rather than
Islam. In this case the order of obligation of jihad will be applicable
in the same way as it is applicable during war against Islam. So Dr.
Wahbat al Zaheeli writes these words about the reasons for war in
Islam:

“There are three kinds of circumstances that legitimize
warfare in Islam, namely, (a) aggression against
Muslims, either individually or collectively, as
preachers for Islam, or attempts to make Muslims
apostates or the launching of war against Muslims. (b)
Assistance for the victims of injustice, whether
individuals or groups. (c) Self-defense and to ward off
attacks on one’s homeland.” 0

It means that when open violence is committed against the
Muslims then war becomes inevitable. Jihad is legal in this case as it
is the right of every nation, system and society to defend itself from
foreign insurgency.

In Sharia e Muhammadi war is a means to maintain peace. It
is the purpose of war to provide eternal peace and comfort to people.
To highlight the purpose of war Allama Surkhusi writes:

“The aim is that the Muslims remain peaceful and carry
out their religious and worldly activities in peace.” *V

The same was the purpose of all the wars that were fought in
the era of the Holy Prophet SAW. Dr. Mahmud Ghazi writes about
the wars in the era of Holy Prophet SAW:

“The reasons of war can be divided into five different
types. When evident violence is committed against
Muslims then war becomes inevitable. The second legal
type is the war that is carried out to eradicate chaos
whether it is created from within or without. The third
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type is the war that is launched for the safety of Muslim
minority or the safety of non-Muslim having treaty with
Muslims. The fourth type is the war that occurs as a
continuity of a long time war. The last type of war is
that which is carried out to remove hurdles in the way of
propagating Islam or to stop any devilish activity.” ¢?

War can be divided in to two types on the basis of human
nature and its welfare. First type of war is that which is fought for
wealth, power and land. The second type is the war that is fought for
right and eradication of oppression. The first type of war has been
termed as sin and abstaining from it is ordered. The second type of
war rises to the level of worship if it is carried out purely and
without any personal interest. Islam opts for it only for need and it is
under the laws of justice and human values. There is no option of
making slaves and taking material resources. So Sayed Qutab
Shaheed writes:

“Islam does not approve the wars which are fought
with the motive of greed and personal or national
material interests. It rejects all those wars that are
fought for colonialism, exploitation, trade markets or
raw materials. It is against the subjugation of human
beings and rejects the war for the sake of opposition
and capturing material resources. It also stops from
all those wars that create false glory of kings and
national heroes or that urge the love of kingship or
personal interests. *¥
So it is proved that only the purpose of war determines
whether it is jihad or terrorism. If the war is fought for material
gains then it is terrorism and if the war is fought for the eradication
of chaos and oppression with the aim of glorification of Allah’s

name then it is jihad in the way of Allah.

Conclusion:

Today the west is doing propaganda against Islam that Islam
spread through sword and the concept of jihad is being related to
terrorism. Some simple Muslims too become victim of this
propaganda and they start speaking in the tone of west and in fact
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jihad is an important, honorable and dignified religious practice and
it guarantees world peace. The purposes of jihad should be kept in
mind in order to understand the philosophy of jihad. Jihad was
adopted in its true spirit in the era of Holy Prophet SAW and in the
era of Sahaba and in other Islamic eras and the whole world enjoyed
its fruits and the world became a peaceful place. And when the
khilafat came to an end and jihad practically stopped then the world
entered the dismal shades of oppression and misery.
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