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ABSTRACT

This article discusses women rights in Islam and its impacts
on Pashtoon society in the present times. The researcher talks about
Islamic laws, history and the future of women rights in Islam in
general and in Pashtoon society in particular. Islam is natural
religion. As compared to other religions, Isslam has emphasized on
women rights, protection, dignity and their rights have always been
focused. Islam has given a distinctive role to woman as a mother, as
a sister, as daughter, and as awife, and in other relations. According
to Islamic injections, women are regarded so highly that it is said
that paradise live under the feet of mother. A good wife is a great
wedth of the world. Daughter is blessing of Allah. Islam has
guaranteed women with education, training and all basic needs

along with all types of protection.

In the same manner, if we talk an over vice of Pashtoon
society women rights holds great importance in the light of Islamic
laws, 1slamic code of conduct, customs and worship etc.

Keywords: Discuss, Women, Rights, Islam, Sister, Daughter, wife,
Pashtoon, Society.
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Allah saysin Quran:
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O mankind, we have created you from male and female,

and made you into tribes and families that you may know

each other. Qurely the noblest of you with Allah is the (one

who is the) most righteous of you. Surely Allah knows,
aware.

About half of the population of the world consists of
women. It is, therefore, necessary that any religious or socia theory
which stands for the good of mankind should also be concerned with
the well being, rights, and progress of women. Similarly, Islam also
promotes the position of women in rational way. But one thing must
be noted that Islam gives equa right to women as against men,
Quran states “Islam has given rights, and privileges to woman at the
time when she has never enjoyed under any other religion or
congtitutional system.1” The position of women in Islam can be
understood when the matter is studied as a whole in comparative
manner, rather than partially. The rights, and responsibilities of
women are equal to those of man but they are not necessary same
with them because equality and sameness are two quite different
things. This difference is understandable because man and woman
is not identical but they are created equal. This distinction is of
paramount importance because equality is desirable but sameness is
not. With this distinction in mind, there is no room to imagine that
woman is inferior to man and there is no ground to consider that she
is less important than man just because that her rights are not
identical to man. If Islam recognized woman identical to man, it
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would simply duplicate of man which she is not. In short, Islam
gives her equal rights but not identical ----- shows that Islam
recognizes her independent personality.

Position of Women in Ancient Civilizations and Religions

Historically speaking the position of woman has undergone
many changes. She has been man’s helpmate without whom his life
would never have been complete. She has consider the object of
decoration or a plaything and beast of burden carrying man’s load
work and sorrows on her back. Some ecclesiastics have debated
whether woman has soul and have sometimes concludes that she has

not! ©

There is reason to believe that in the great Greek
Civilization, woman was treated as a dave. In her childhood, she
was the slave of her parents, in her youth and her old age the Slave
of her husband and as a widow of her sons. In Athens, women were
not better off than either the Indian or the Roman women." Athenian
women were always minors, subject to some male - to their father,
to their brother, or to some of their male kin. Her consent in
marriage was not generally thought to be necessary and "she was
obliged to submit to the wishes of her parents, and receive from
them her husband and her lord, even though he were stranger to
her”. The Greek philosopher Plato holds that woman should be
treated equally but his philosophy has no impact on the society:

In the Roman Civilization too, she had the low status under
the law. The father and the husband had full control over their

daughters and wives. They would even turn them out of the houses
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with no redress. The father could marry her daughter to any one he

liked and he had full power to annul the marriage of her daughter. In
the Encyclopedia Britannica, we find a summary of the legal status
of women in the Roman civilization. In Roman law, a woman was
even in historic times completely dependent. If married she and her
property passed into the power of her husband . . . the wife was the
purchased property of her husband, and like a slave acquired only
for his benefit. A woman could not exercise any civil or public
office could not be a witness, surety, tutor, or curator; she could not
adopt or be adopted, or make will or contract. Among the

Scandinavian races, women were ©

The position of woman in Hindu society is not enviable as
well because the custom of Sati was prevailed in the Hindu society
till 20th century and even in some places up to date. According to
this custom, widow was burnt alive with the corpse of husband
during the burning funeral ceremony. Widows were not allowed to
remarriage. The marriage of minor is very common in Hindu
Civilization. The practice of Sati is equally applied to the child
widow in the Hindu society. Describing the status of the Indian
woman, Encyclopedia Britannica states: In India, subjection was a
cardinal principle. Day and night must women be held by their
protectors in a state of dependence says Manu. The rule of
inheritance was agnatic, that is descent traced through males to the
exclusion of females. In Hindu scriptures and the description of a
good wife is as follows: "a woman, whose mind, speech and body
are kept in subjection, acquires high renown in this world, and, in
the next, the same abode with her husband.” ©
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It is not the tone of Islam that brands of women as the
product of evil. Quran does not place man as the dominant lord of
woman. You will never found in the history of Islam that any
Muslim philosopher, jurist or historian questioned or doubted the
human status of woman. Islam does not blame Eve alone for the first
sin but Quran makes it very clear that both Adam and Eve were
tempted and God pardon was granted to both and He addressed
them jointly .

Allah says:
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And their Lord hath accepted of them, and answered them:
"Never will | suffer to be lost the work of any of you, be he
male or female: Ye are members, one of another:

In the modern democratic nations, we find that woman is
not in the happy position because the rights of woman in the modern
times were not granted voluntarily or out of kindness to female.
Modern woman reached her present position by force and not
through natural process or Divine teachings. Shortage of manpower
during war, pressure of economic needs and requirements of
industrial development forced woman to get out of her home- to
work, to learn, to struggle for her livelihood and to appear before the
public as an equal to man. She was forced by the circumstances and
acquired her new status. This new status destroys the respectable
position of woman because it destroys the family structure in the
society. Unlimited freedom was given in the field of sex which

dragged the woman to very low position. The culture of many boy-
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friends and girl friends replaced the respectable position of husbands
and wives. Woman now actively participate in the fashion world and
in the film industry. Film industries remove the relationship between
sisters and brothers or between the husbands and wives for example,
the wife of one brother is casting as a heroin against another brother
in the film. In short the question whether all women are pleased with
this new status? ©

It is an established fact that the position of woman before
the advent of Islam was not respectable and enviable in the Arab
society. There was no restriction on the number of wives and
absolute polygamy was in vogue in the Arab society. To many of
them, women were not companions who could fully participate in
the life of their husband. They were mere objects of pleasure or
dlaves to carry out the commands of their husbands. Woman had no
right to own persona property and safeguard against the
maltreatment by their men folk. Besides regular marriage, sexual
connection under the name of marriage established and flourished
before Islam. She was not free agent in contracting marriage. Her
consent was of no moment and woman was forced to contract in
marriage bond. In regular marriages the dower was for the benefit of
wife in vogue among the pre-Islamic Arabs but if wife committed
unchastely , her husband used to deprive her of dower, so they used
to blame her for such act in order to get rid of her dower. Many
times widows and divorced women were forced to give up her
dower or restore it if it had already been paid. The prohibited degree
was very narrow but there can be no doubt that Arabs could not

marry his mother, grandmother and his aunt or niece. But the
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follower of Magi and religions could marry their own daughters and
sisters (9

In Arabs, the birth of a daughter was regarded as a
calamity because of the degraded status of woman. Even in the time
of the Prophet 2 was prevalent and many father used to bury their

daughters alive as soon as possible. They were debarred from

inheriting but there were exceptional woman like Bibi-Khadija, a

well-known widow whom the Prophet & married who carried on

trade transactions and had high position in the society.

With the advent of Islam, this situation was changed
both in theory and in practice. There were many verses of the Holy
Quran and saying of the Holy Prophet #& and even in his personal
life and conduct, which helped greatly to raise women’'s status in the
society and give her many denied rights. “ The last sermon of the

Holy Prophet #£ asin this regard.
g )’,,”’j/, 3” 5)/
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Islam recognizes women as equal and full partner to
man in their matrimonial relationship. Man is the father and woman
is the mother in the household and the role of both equally essential

for the progress and happiness of the family. Islam gives more
importance to mother than father. The Holy Prophet #£ says that,

“Paradise is under the feet of mother (An’Nisa,lbn Mga,Ahmad)”.In
another occasion the Holy Prophet said that “Mother is entitled to
three-fourth love and kindness with one-fourth Ieft for their father”.
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As a mother, she enjoys more recognition and higher honor in the
sight of God. ¥

Allah says:
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We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents: In pain
did his mother bear him, and in pain did she give him
birth. The carrying of the (child) to his weaning is (a
period of) thirty months. At length, when he reaches the
age of full strength and attains forty years, he says, "O my
Lord! Grant me that | may be grateful for Thy favour
which Thou have bestowed upon me, and upon both my
parents, and that | may work righteousness such as Thou
mayest approve; and be gracious to me in my issue. Truly
have | turned to Thee and truly do | bow (to Thee) in
Islam.”

As a wife, woman enjoys absolute equality as an equal
member of the family unit. In certain ways her position as a wife
and as a mother is unique and of great honor and distinction. The
status of man (husband) is determined by the way he treat his wife.

The Holy Prophet &£ says,

B33 Ugalay 2555 250
“ best among you is the one who is best to his wife and |
am the best among you to my family”

She is the queen and the mistress of household. She is the
source of joy, pleasure and comfort for her husband. Husband seeks
happiness through her. "And among His signs is this: That He
created mates for you from yourselves that you may find rest, peace
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of mind in them, and He ordained between you love and mercy. Lo,

herein indeed are signs for people who reflect."®
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And among His Sgnsis this that He created for you mates
from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility
with them, and He has put love and mercy between your
(hearts): verily in that are Sgns for those who reflect.

In the matter of marriage, 1slam emphasis on the consent
of the woman. The Holy Prophet & said “No widow should be

married without consulting her and no virgin be married without her
assent”. According to Islamic law, women cannot be forced to marry

anyone without their consent. Ibn Abbas reported that a girl came to
the Messenger of God, MuhammadiZ, and she reported that her

father had forced her to marry without her consent. The Messenger
of God gave her the choice . . . (between accepting the marriage or
invalidating it).®

In another version, the girl said: "Actually | accept this
marriage but | wanted to let women know that parents have no right

(to force a husband)".?

Islam also recognizes her consent after marriage
because she can obtain divorce from her husband either by Khula or
Mubarrah. We know that marriage in Islam is contract and it can be
terminated by mutual constant of the parties. When the aversion on
the both side, it is called Mubarrah but when the aversion is on the

side of wife then it is called Khula. Khula is the right of woman
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against the right of Talaq (divorce) of man. According to some legal
experts, the consent of husband is not required for Khula because it
is stated in Quran “Women have equal rights to those which man

have over them”

O Sasaall gle sl Jis s
Unto women is due likes that which is due from women
reputably.
From this verse some jurists inferred that the right of Khula

on woman as against the right of talag (divorce) on man. The only
condition in such kind of divorce is that woman may agree to pay
something in return to release herself from the marriage bond. Quran
says “if you fear that they will not keep the limits prescribed by God
that there is no blame on either of them, if she gives something for

her release’.

@y eieilas bgle £ L Yo bz g Viidis ol

5
-

There is no blame on either of them if she give something
for her freedom.

The western jurists criticize the unilateral power of talaq
exercised by the husband to divorce his wife without no cause, but it
is their ignorance because they do not know real essence of talag
and Islamic law. It is pertinent to note that Islam put restriction on
this power of husband both moraly and legally. Talaq is the last
method to be used if the difference could not be resolved between
the spouses because divorce is the detestable things in all approved
things in the sight of Allah Almighty. Islam also put legal
restrictions on this power in the form of dower.
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Dower is the financia gain which the wife entitled from
her husband in the contract of marriage when the wife was divorced,
sheisentitled to full dower. Besidesin all approved things of Talag.

As daughter Islam stops the practice of infanticide and
enjoyed fair treatment to their daughter. “And when the female
(infant) buried alive- is questioned, for what crime she was killed”

(Quran 18:8-9). The Holy Prophet £ said, “Whoever has a daughter

and does not burry her alive, does not insult her and does not favor

his son over her will be received by God in Paradise”. In another
occasion, the Holy Prophet % said that “whoever support two
daughters till the age of mature, he and | will be in paradise thou
this(He pull two finger close)”.The Prophet #& aways showed

consideration and gentleness to women whether belonging to his
family or outside. For instance, he always stood up to show respect
for his beloved daughter Fatima, at the time when female infanticide

was prevalent anong the Arabs. ??

Islam has given the right of Option of puberty to the
minor to repudiate or ratified the marriage.

Islam recognizes the right of minor particularly of wives to
repudiate their marriage on attaining puberty without showing any
cause but a minor cannot repudiate the marriage if it is brought by
father or grand- father on the presumption that he will not act
carelesdy or against the welfare of the minor. But a minor (wives)
can repudiate such marriage if there is negligence or fraud on the

side of father or grandfather. Under shia law, such marriage is
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totally ineffective unless it is rectified by the minor (wives) on

attaining puberty.®®

In economics field, Islam recognizes woman'’s right to
inherit, buy, sale, mortgage and lease any or al of her property both
land and estate. She can inherit property from her husband, parents
and brothers; she is entitled to dowry and to carry on business
transactions. “ Unto men (of the family) belongs a share of that
which Parents and near kindred leave, and unto women a share of
that which parents and near kindred leave, whether it be a little or

much - a determinate share” %
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From what is left by parents and those nearest related
there is a share for men and a share for women, whether
the property be small or large,-a determinate share.

But she has no legal obligation to spend on her family out of
her personal property. Thisisthe reason that Islam makes distinction
between male and female in the case of inheritance because share of
two female (sisters) equal to one male (brother). The logic behind
this principle is that husband is responsible for maintenance of wife
and family and wife has no obligation in this regard what so ever

rich.

Woman is equal to man in the pursuit of knowledge and
education. When Islam enjoins the seeking of knowledge upon, it

makes no distinction between male and female. As the holy Quran

says “(Unto them, O Muhammad %#& Are those who know equal
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with those who know not? But only men of understanding will pay
heed)” 9,
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Say: "Are those equal, those who know and those who do
not know? It is those who are endued with understanding
that receive admonition.

—b

Js

Almost fourteen centuries ago, Muhammad &£ declared

that “the pursuit of knowledge is incumbent on every Muslim male
and female’ (Al-Bayhaqi). This declaration was very clear but it is
mere ignorance of Islamic teachings that west promote propaganda
against Islam and against its stand on femal e education.

Islam also gives the rights of evidence to women. But
Islam make distinction between male and female on the basis of
evidence because a male witness is equal to two femae witness

while in case of Hadood, female are not completely debarred as

witness, %
Quran says that
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If two male are not available for evidence than one man
and two such women are required whom you like for
evidence. If one forgetsit, the other remindsit to her.

This distinction is based on the lack of experience because
women have little experience of practical life. Therefore, if woman

makes an error due to lack of experience, the other would help to
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correct. Therefore, this is a precautionary measure to guaranty

honest transaction and proper dealing between the parties.
Therefore, the distinction between male and female witness because
of lack of experience does not necessarily means that woman is

inferior to man in her status.

In Islamic state both man and women are equal before
law and are entitled to equal protection of law. There shall be no
discrimination because of sex and positive discrimination is alowed
in certain circumstances to make special law for the protection of
minor woman's rights in Islamic state. Woman has the same
fundamental rights as man enjoys in the Islamic state. She has the
right of protection of life, property and honor. She has also the right
of freedom of expression and speech. She can criticize the
governmental policy. There are many examples in the history of
Islam that show that woman's grievances were addressed by
Khalifas of Islamic state®®?

Right to choose career is equally provided to man and
woman in Islamic state but Islam enjoins the woman to select such
career which is suitable to her body. However, there is controversy
among the Islamic jurist that whether a woman became Qazi or not.
According to Hanafi law, she may become Qazi because she
possess the qualification of witness but in case of Hadood she
cannot became a Qazi. Shafi law completely disqualified woman for
the office of Qazi.

The concept of veil is also misunderstood by the west and

secular Mudlim It is Islamic that the woman should beautify herself
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before her husband but she cannot do so before the public. Islam

27

warns woman not to displace bosom or her charms and attraction

before the strangers. So the concept of veil protects her personality

from demoralization or offences like rape. It aso protects the eyes

of woman from lustful looks. Islam is the most concerned with the

integrity of woman, with the safeguarding morals and morale and

with the protection of her character and personality. ®
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And tell the believing women that they must lower their
gazes and guard their private parts, and must not expose
their adornment, except that which appears thereof, and
must wrap their bosoms with their shawls, and must not
expose their adornment, except to their husbands or their
fathers or the fathers of their husbands, or to their sons or
the sons of their husbands, or to their brothers or the sons
of their brothers or the sons of their sisters, or to their
women, or to those owned by their right hands, or male
attendants having no (sexual) urge, or to the children who
are not yet conscious of the shames of women. And let
them not stamp their feet in a way that the adornment they
conceal is known. And repent to Allah O believers, all of
you, so that you may achieve success.

To conclude we can say that nature of rights and duties

of man are different to the rights and duties of woman. The concept

of different rights and duties is due to physiological, biological and
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physical structure of the woman. When equal and same rights are

necessary and needed, Islam gives equal and same rights to woman,
but when the nature of obligation and duties are different then the
rights are different. Islam also gives some privileges to woman
which man cannot enjoy. These privileges are because of their
physiological and biological difference between male and female.
For instance, woman is exempted from financial obligations.
Women are also exempting from prayer and fasting during
menstruation and after the birth of child because of pregnancy and
menstruation. Islam discourages and prevents woman to become
Imam in the prayer or to become a ruler of the Islamic state. The
logic behind this is that whenever, Islamic state suddenly faces
emergencies situations, then the pregnant ruler cannot face the
situation properly and it is evident in 1990, when the relation
between Pakistan and India become strain the then Prime Minister
of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto was hospitalized in Britain for the birth

of her child. At the end, we can quote this verse.

K
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And their Lord has accepted (their prayers) and answer
them (saying). Never will | cause to be lost the work of
anyone of you, be h male or female, you are members, one of
another.

Theimpacts of |slam on pashtun society in the present
period

Islam has deep impacts on pashtun society Even today,
Islamic traditions, rituals, prayers, worship ethics and great Islamic

laws are prevalent in pashtun society. Marriages, festivals, foods and
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clothes, etc. are in accordance with Islamic way and Islamic society

has a great influence of Pashtu society. Respect of women, high
status, pardah etc, all these are based on Islamic laws. Prayers,
Fasting, Zakat, Hajj, charity and sacrifice are al given due
importance. Similarly, most of the women’s rights are based on

Islamic jurisdiction, some of which are described as follows:

l. Women’s sharein inheritance:

In the present time a good number or people give women
their due share in their property. Sisters are given half of their
brothers. This was not the situation a decade ago. But as pushtun
people are getting educated, they are becoming more advanced and

this spirit of giving share to their women increases.

. Provision of money, clothes house and other facilities:

Money, bread, clothes, houses and other facilities are
provided to the women in pashtun society from time immemorial
women look after the children at homes and men work outside. The
women motivate their children to get education and also give them
some training. They also perform other domestic chores.

Men do their jobs and run business and provide all the
facilities to their women and provide shelter to them.

Education:

Women are also given education. |slamic madras as, schools,
and colleges have been established for them.

Treatment:

There is no discrimination in the treatment of men and
women.
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Participation in rituals:

Women have equal participation in religious rituals and other
festivals.
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Inter pretation of the Prophetic way of Preaching
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ABSTRACT

Cadlling to the path of Allah has never been an easy task. It
was in fact direct opposition of the prominent personalities of that

time. The holy Prophet #& conducted preaching (Daa wah) in such

away that it is not monotonous for the listeners. The Prophet £ did
not make them sit for long and hear lengthy speeches. Preaching
(Daa’ wah) in today’ s world is not as successful and effective mainly
because it is not carried out the way as prescribed and practiced by

the holy Prophet 4&.

It is pertinent to mention here that way of preaching adopted
by Prophet Muhammad £ was the same as it had been the method
of all Prophets before Him #. However, it can truly be said that
Prophet Muhammad #& developed these qualities to the extreme
heights.

In this article, prophetic approach of preaching was
discussed in away that may guide the preachers of modern timesin

efficient as well effective way. These virtues were discussed as
different traits in the personality of a preacher.

Keywords: Preaching (Daa'wah), Traits of a preacher, Virtues,
Prophetic Approach, Interpretation
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Inter pretation of the Prophetic way of Preaching

The holy Prophet # conducted Daa wah in such a way that

it is not monotonous for listeners. It was not repulsive for others
despite the fact that the lot sitting in front of him used to be those
people who would willingly sacrifice, even their lives for the

Prophet £& not to mention the investment of time for Daa wah. But

the Prophet (SAW) kept their basic needs in mind and did not make
them sit for long and hear lengthy speeches. As stated in Sahih
Bukhari by Abdullah Ibn Masood

Dle BT 81 263 B dlesaly dias 20 08

The prophet % used to fix certain days for advice to us, so
that the listeners are not bored

The Prophet 42 himself said

D955 Y5 193255 19585 35 19524 ))
Make things easy for others and do not make them harder;
give them the good news and do not frustrate them.

Daa'wah in today’s world is not as successful and effective

mainly because it is not carried out the way as prescribed and
practiced by the holy Prophet #& long and incessant speeches,
recurrent advices and asking someone to shun a bad habit instantly
is something against the psyche of modern and must be avoided at
all costs.

The prophet ¥ used to take immense care during Daa wah
that no body’s self-respect is hurt. Whenever he saw anyone doing
some bad acts how would not address him directly but would rather

generaly say, “What ways people are going these days when they
do such and such acts.” It would be addressed to a particular person
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among the listeners but he would avoid his insult in the public and
wrong doer used to repent on his act. Such a generalized address
would benefit those who had not committed a wrong act even those
who intended to do the same.

The same was the method of all Prophets before Prophet

Muhammad #8 who never insulted or intended to do so while

addressing individuals or groups for Daa’ wah. They would discuss a
type of bad act in general public address to make all listeners realize
that such bad acts displease Allah and must be avoided at all cost.
Asthe Qur’ an states:

DopzF a5 gz glsy

And why should | not worship Him (Allh Alone) who has
created me and to whom you shall be returned.

An important principle of Prophet’s Daa’ wah:

An important principle observed by all prophets before
Daawah was that they used to start Daa’'wah from their family
members and relative and then go outside. It is relatively easy to
convince one's own family members and relatives that lead to a
matter of trust for the people outside family. When the Ayah

Dlgle saiss il alinisy
Bid your family to perform Salah, and adhere to it yourself

Imam Al Qurtabi to bring to light interpretation of this verse
St Il gl JS cady 1 oda Jg5 oSl ads O
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After the revelation of this verse The Prophet  went
daily visit to Ali and Fatima (RA)’" shome and loudly
say, “ Time for prayers

Similarly, many prophet were blamed for different things
but they did not let patience go away and bore everything without
any complains for example the ‘the hood nation’ were shown
miracles by the prophet ‘hood’ (A.S) but they refused to obey their
Prophet’s advice by saying that these miracles are illogical and that
they will never believe in anything that stood against their
forefathers’ beliefs. They held their prophet to be insane as he had
spoken against their fathers and them insanity was inflected upon

him by natural forces. Asthe Qur’ an has reflected their speech...:
eV B3aa a3 I TBNA B o138 01 JB

P4 _ ® 4 " ’i’ P ,
© § sl 38303250005 8 a g ol 38 JE. 501

The leaders of the Unbelievers among his people said:
"Ah! we see thou art an imbecile!" and "We think thou
artaliar!" Hesaid: "O my people! | am no imbecile, but
(I am) a messenger from the Lord and Cherisher of the
worlds!

Hazrat Hood (A.S) did not call his nation crazy. Rather he
bore everything with patience when the Qur’ an reports him saying.
g 1551 5 Sy s0y,8%

But speak to him mildly; perchance he may take warning
or fear (Allah).

Such were the patience and best manners and moral with
which Hazrat Moosa and Hazrat Haroon (A.S) were sent to paraoh.
As stated by Qur’an...
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The holy Qur’ an is replete with such instance of the prophet
can be quoted in history when a Prophet can be quoted in history
when a prophet responded to the abusive remarks of their nation
with abuses.

| mportance of Daa' wah to the non-believers:

It is a common principle that a teacher is always superior to
his students. A sense of inferiority complex is natural to a student as
against a teacher who enjoys superiority complex. The same goes
with Daa'wah also a Daa ee is always superior in knowledge to the
one's he advise and that is why they readily get influenced in morals
as well as in manners whether socially or politically. The
Muhammadan nation has been declared as the best nation because
they will call to the true path of Allah and forbid other from doing
the bad. The main reason for assigning this great task to the
Muhammad nation is their superiority in knowledge over other
nations. In the present age, Muhammadan Nation is suffering cruelty
and ill treatment at the hands of other nations due to the fact that
they have turned inferior in knowledge. The main duty was to
receive the treasure of knowledge left by their prophets and
propagate it in humanity as prescribed but they left the path of their
prophets and they became needy of advice. Consequently, they
suffer from inferiority complex, which is natural.

The remedy for this is that they should recognize their own
status as ‘Umat-e-Muhammadi’ and make ‘Daa wah ilal-khair’ the
very part and parcel of their life and get ready to spread the true
message in the entire humanity to bring humans from the darkness
to light. As Rabi bin Amir’sinvitations reveals:
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Allah Aptosna to get out of wills from the worship of

people to worship Allah, and to the minimum capacity
constraints, and Gore religions to the justice of Islam

“When he went to see Rustam for Daa wah, he was riding a
mule with poor looks and dusty face, undone hair and his cloths
were made up of different color patches. When he entered the court,
it was well decorated with lavish carpets and pillows. He did not get
impressed with the environment but rather impressed all with what
he spoke. When Rustam asked the purpose of his visit, he spoke

what al the followers of the Holy Prophet % will say “Allah has

sent us to the world for a great cause; to get people free from the
master hood of human and make them slaves of Allah; to get them
out of this worldly hand to mouth life and let them enter the
gpacious and unending world of blessing i.e., paradise; and to free
them from the chains or cruelty and save them. ©

What a great way of delivering the true message; without
any fear in front of the king. Reason is clear that his impact of
Daa wah always makes a Daa ee confident. Even today if someone
understands these words, they can conquer the whole world with
Daawah .The Qur’'an says;

0 15t alysile o8 bs

The bounties of thy Lord are not closed (to anyone).

For quite awhile ,Adam’s children stuck to the true path but
latest on their minds gave way many such beliefs which resulted in

heathen practices
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R S A I

Mankind was one single nation

This change abolished in their minds the difference between
right and wrong which led to further confusion. In order to remove
such confusion and to bring people back to the true path, Allah sent
prophets, Holy Scriptures, and books to guide humankind.
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Allah sent Messengers with glad tidings and warni ngs,

and with them He sent the Book in truth, to judge
between people in matters wherein they differed; but the
People of the Book, after the clear Signs came to them,
did not differ among themselves, except through selfish
contumacy. Allah by His Grace Guided the believers to
the Truth, concerning that wherein they differed. For
Allah guided whom He will to a path that is straight.
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It is He who has created you; and of you are some that
are Unbelievers, and some that are Believers: and Allah
seeswell all that ye do.

g o35y 5K T Jop

Nay, Most of them are faithless.

Allah has thus showed the true path to mankind through
series of prophet in different ages until the chain stopped finally on
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Prophet Muhammad on whom the Qur’ an was revealed which is the

last and comprehensive message of Allah
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When Allah ordered the Prophet %% to spread the
message of truth among mankind, as revealed;
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O Messenger! proclaim the (message) which hath been
sent to thee from thy Lord. If thou didst not, thou wouldst
not have fulfilled and proclaimed His mission. And Allah
will defend thee from men (who mean mischief). For
Allah guideth not those who regject Faith.

In another place, it is stated:
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Now then, for that (reason), call (them to the Faith), and
stand steadfast as thou art not commanded, nor follow
thou their vain desires; but say: "l believe in the Book
which Allah has sent down; and | am commanded to
judge justly between you. Allah is our Lord and your
Lord: for us (is the responsibility for) our deeds, and for
you for your deeds. There is no contention between us
and you. Allah will bring us together, and to Him is
(our) Final Goal.

InaAyath it is stated;

94 gse5 S gl 5 6
So admonish with the Qur'an such as fear My Warning!

8
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And,
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Therefore proclaim thou the praises (of thy Lord): for by

the Grace of thy Lord, thou art no (vulgar) soothsayer,
nor art thou one possessed.

With these orders from Allah, the prophet declared his
prophet-hood and started spreading Allah’s message. Only few
lucky ones among the non-believers embraced Isslam and now a
group of Muslim was also born side by side with that of the non-
Muslim of Makkah. This message of truth was something new for
them because neither in the remote past it existed nor their
forefathers had told them about it therefore, they became antagonist
or towards the prophet and started resisting the prophet at very form
so that he is unable to put the people on his ‘self caved’ path. But
the prophet #& did not get affected by their resistance of kept going
with his job of Daa wah and with usual kind and affectionate way.
As hewas ordered by Allah;

@ 5 55T 55

Therefore do thou give admonition, for thou art one to
admonish.

And:
23 sdsle s e s 55Kl Sl dena JIE ST B
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Invite (all) to the Way of thy Lord with wisdom and
beautiful preaching; and argue with them in ways that
are best and most gracious: for thy Lord knoweth best,
who have strayed from His Path, and who receive
guidance.
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There was a time when the Arabs came to know what |slam
is, and they started effort to resist it, the prophet & migrated to
Madinah with his staunch followers and after gathering some those
who resisted the spread of the true message. This was done because
the prophet wanted to save the coming generations from being
misled by the non-believers. In this regards the prophet received
clear-cut orders of Jihad as stated in the Holy Qur’ an:
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But Allah willed to justify the Truth according to
His words and to cut off the roots of the Unbelievers;-

In other placeit isreveaed;
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And fight them on until there is no more tumult or
oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in Allah
altogether and everywhere; but if they cease, verily
Allah doth see all that they do.

Now till the Day of Judgment, the method of Daa wah to the
non-believers is firstly through soft words and love. If despite love
and affection they do not accept Islam, another way is Jihad. It isthe
ultimate way of Daa'wah if al other ways fall in the face of

stubborn resistance of non-believers.
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Sentence of Married & Unmarried Fornicator (Zani)

*u}i«u, does dgama alb jgSUl
ABSTRACT

Islam is a complete code of life and it provides complete
guidance in every field of life. IsSlamic law provides protection to the
human wisdom, race and respect. Spiritual purity, sacred heart and
environmental cleanliness, is one of the important persistence of
Islamic sharia. Every act which leads us towards ignorance,
contradiction, ambiguity and vulgarity is prohibiting in human
societies. Zina has destroyed the spiritual values of individuals,
families, societies and even nations. This ruthless deed is not only
prohibited and sentenced in Islam, but also rather detested by other
heavenly religions as well. Without discrimination of any religion,
many scholars considered this hated act as the source of unrest and
anarchy. Physicaly, ethically, medically, socialy and even
religiously zina has infinite hindrances in the society.

Islam has provided various teachings and precautions to shun
from this major sin for the protection of greatness and superiority of
humanity. One of the important teachings is punishment for
committing this sin, which is known as “Hadd” in Islamic sharia. In
the current book, the punishments of married and unmarried
(Fornicator) zani have been described in the light of Sunnah and
Quran. The important purpose of Qisas and Hadd is the correction
of societies, protection of life, respect and weath, not the
humiliation of people. To punish the criminals is the source of
rectification for others.

Key words. Fornicator (Zani), Hadd, Spiritua values,
married/unmarried
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Various aspects of the importance of hope
in thelife of aMudim
") e S

ABSTRACT

Everyone knows that ‘hope’ or ‘expectation’ has a pivotal
role in the life of a human being. It is a virtue that may produce
boost in an individual’s life. All revealed religions urge to their
followers to please the Almighty God, and in return they should
keep hope from Allah Almighty that He would compensate and
reward then in the life thereafter. It is also a matter of fact that there
are various aspects of importance of hope in the life of a Muslim.
These aspects are discussed in this article in detail. In today’s word,
when there are hopeless attitude is found everywhere, this article
would present a very positive impact on the society.

The article under discussion aims at different aspects of Al-
Raja’a (Hope) in the life of a Muslim and its importance for having
blessings of ALLAH Almighty. Main ingredients are as follow:

e Wideness of blessings of ALLAH Almighty and forgiveness
by Him if a person believes in Him and has full commitment
on Him.

e Self-accountability of a person and his regrets upon his
wrong doings and to endeavor adoption of a Right Path.

e This belief of Hope pleases one’s self and it brings happiness
apparently and inside of this person.

e Islam does completely prohibit false beliefs and halfhearted
weak faith. In the same way Islam also condemns
despondency.

Keywords. Hope, Despondency, Faith, Virtue, Submission to Allah,
Forgiveness
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Aspect of mercy in personality of
Prophet 2
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ABSTRACT

Those who abused the Prophet #&, and accused him of violence,
dlander and falsely, had never listened to the call of the mind. They should
never ignore the one of the most important verses of the holy book
revealed from the Creator, Allah Almighty, that Prophet Muhammad &
has been sent to the mankind purely for offering mercy. How can they
neglect the fact that the Prophet & himself said if he was a leader without
mercy, people around him did not accompany him.

When we study the life of Prophet £, we observe that all factions
of the society, whether they are slaves or independent, Muslims or non-
Muslims, men or women, beloved friends or worst enemies; they were
behaved not only with extreme justice, but with utmost mercy. So we find
that it was a mercy in everything, in education, in advocacy and in
legidation, in war and peace, in the family and society, and in all walks of
life, etc.

In this article, aspect of mercy in the personality of holy Prophet
Muhammad # has been discussed in detail. Opinions of the Orientalists
are also presented in the article. Aspect of mercy was not only an
ingredient of the personality of Prophet &, but He % also made mercy a
part of his followers personalities. So history witnesses that there was an
elongated reign of peace in the world, whenever Muslim Rulers were in
power.

Keywords: Mercy, Personality, Justice, Fields of life, Muslim Rulers
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Impotency of husband and time limitation
in Islamic Sharia

T e By S
ABSTRACT

It is a matter of proven fact that Islamic shairat is a complete
code of life. It is comprehensive and it covers all aspects of human
life which include prayers, human rights, marriage, dealings, and
justice, etc. Relation between two individuals of opposite gender
[known as Nikah (the marriage)] has also been given great
importance and related issues have been discussed in detail, so that
man and women, when related with each other, may live their lives
happily and peacefully and to remain aloof from sins.

In this article it has been comprehensively discussed if after
marriage a man is not capable of having sexual relations i.e., Jamah
or impotency. What should a woman do? In this respect, Islamic
scholars presented different opinion; some consider that Nikah
(marriage) would not be void, while others consider that the husband
should be given one year time for medical treatment, and if after one
year he did not gain the capability, then “Nikah” would be annulled.

The word ‘impotence’ has different meanings, including:
object to thing, and does not want women. According to Scholars’
terminology: impotence is the inability to penetrate in sexual
intercourse.

The sexually impotent adult husband identifies him an
appointment for a year, if he does not have intercourse, then his
impotency will be proved, and his wife may annul the marriage
contract. If the sexually impotent is still young, he will not have an
appointment. The mad sexually impotent wife postpone as the adult
sexually impotent. Castrate wife postpone reserves and retention of
marriage contract.

Keywords: Mariage (Nikah), Islamic Shaira, Jamah, Impotency,
husband-wife relations.
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Modern Financial Institutions & Distribution of Zakat
: O"'V g_ﬂ’u)lf /U/lj

ABSTRACT

One of the main features of the property that Islam does not
allow the wealth is concentrated around few peoples; any group or
class of society, but according to Islamic point of view money
should be in circulation so that poor class of the society could enjoy
this blessing from Almighty Allah.

Zakat Distribution System is a system of fair procedure for
this world by Islam; if it is implemented with true spirit of Islam it
can end poverty from the society. Islam obligate rich people of the
society to distribute Zakat from their wealth amongst poor people
however Islam has ordered not to receiver Zakat more than their
needs so that it could be distribute to other poor people of the
society.

Zakat is an important and has significance in Islam. Islamic
law imposed the duty on the Islamic government to collect Zakat
from the rich and distribute it to the poor of the society, which
caused not only undermined the dignity of the poor.

Islamic law imposed the duty on Islamic government to take
steps of receiving Zakat. If the government imposed the proper
procedures in current banks and other financial institutions to
receive Zakat from the rich people of the society and distribute it
amongst the poor of the society than it could help to get rid of
poverty from the society and it also help for the stability of the
economy of any Country?

Keywords: Distribution of Zakat, Money Circulation, Modern
financial institutions, stability of the economy, duty of government.
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Common Ethical concepts of Revealed Religions
T P05
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to guide about the main reason
of clashes between revealed religions in the society. We do not
clarify our vision regarding religion. People do not know about the
basic ethics of our religions. So, it creates moral illness in the
society. We have narrow approaches about religion and took it in
very conservative thoughts. For getting out of extreme level of
destruction and moral degradation it is necessary to build a universal
society which consists of those social values which are common in
all religions. People are inclined towards ills and far away from God
that is why our society is a victim of destruction. These ills made
them to go far away from God and religion. In the present era the
situation is the same, people do not understand the religion properly.
Only through this proper understanding, destruction, prejudice,
extremism and cruelty can be removed from the society.

All the religions have some common features as justice,
honesty, courtesy, patience etc these features are the ethical as well
as religious codes of a society and if all people follow these features
an ideal society can be established. This study covers revealed
religions all around the world.

Keywords: Justice, Piety, Honesty, Patience, Courtesy, Ethics.
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Prevailing Agricultural System in Pakistan
(A Study in Islamic Perspective)

* . b1
u:)/“uﬂ//fb

ABSTRACT

Islam has provided guidance in agriculture like any other
field of life. Agriculture provides food and nourishment to men,
animals and birds.

Pakistan is an agricultural land. Out of total grass root of
Pakistan economy, 80% depends upon the agriculture. Agriculture is
the production of food, feed and fiber by the systematic harvesting
of plants and animals. The history of agriculture is a central element
of human history.

The article deals with the study of Muslims’ contribution to
agriculture especially the Prophetic and four caliphs’ time. The

Prophet #& initiated the development of a sophisticated system of
irrigation, and the Caliphs Hazrat Umar R.A and Hazrat Uthman
R.A suggested revolution in agricultural reforms.The Islamic rules
on land ownership and labor rights, alongside the recognition of
private ownership and introduction of share cropping created by
incentives to engage in agriculture.

The present system prevailing in Pakistan has several short
comings. Landlordism and poverty of cultivators who are generally
uneducated, absence of heavy machinery for cultivation and small
holdings also create problem.

Key words: Pakistan, agriculture, human history, land ownership.
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A review of obstaclesin interfaith har mony
Fbelosd M
ABSTRACT

In contemporary world severa efforts have been made to
restore the global peace, harmony and co-existence, and till the
struggles continue but in vain. There are some serious problems to
be addressed in the first phase. Some of these problems, for
interfaith harmony and co-existence are associated with political and
economical imbalance or injustice, while some of these are related
to socia and collective values at the world level, particularly in the
Muslim society.

In the past, political and economic motives were responsible
for wars. It is predicted that in future the situation will remain the
same. However Religious extremism and fundamentalism are just
sogans of the western world for covring up real economic
intentions. Western world particularly Americans promote wars for
achievement of economic gains.

This article focuses on the real causes of terrorisim, which is
threatening our globe. Moreover it also suggests how to control
these issues and help in the restoration of peace and interfaith
harmony. The economic, political and social causes have been
highlighted in detail. The big powers while talking of helping the
developing countries want in reality to exploit economically those
countries.

Keywords: interfaith harmony, co-existence, political, economical
imbalance, social, intellectual values.
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An Anthology of the Highlights of the Quran
Compilation by Dr. Badr Hashemi

Brig.(R) Wasiq Ahmed Khan *

BOOK REVIEW

Dr. Badr Hashemi the compiler of the Anthology, was born
and raised in a religious family environment which inherited a
legacy of the centuries old tradition of dispensing values, virtues and
education. He learnt and partly memorized Quran and Hadith at an
early age. Subsequently attended courses at Al-Azhar in the Quranic
Arabic and lectures in interpretation of the Quran and Figah by Al-
Shaykh. Ali Tantavi and Shaykh Y usaf Al-Qaradawi.

He did his doctorate from UK and is a fellow of the World
Bank institute of development economics in Washington DC and
United Nations Asian Development Institute. Worked as a civil
servant in Pakistan and was part of the international civil service
with United Nations.

WEell versed in Arabic and English Dr. Badr Hashmi has
studied Psalms, Torah, Evangel, Iamic History and culture, ancient

civilization and comparative religions.

He initiated English trandation and paraphrasing of the Quran in
1998 with the aim of returning to the Quran and understanding of
the Quran with the Quran. The project is on its midway and follows

anon partisan and non sectarian approach.

" HOD, Department of Pak Studies NUML, Islamabad.
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The Anthology of the Highlights of Quran with parale
Arabic text is Dr Hashmi latest contribution, Nearly 1000 Ayats
(statements) have been meticulously identified linked in a chain to
provide a condensed and consolidated substance of the do's and
don’tsin simple to comprehend English without skipping any Surah.
Direct trandation of select Ayats has been condensed and blended
with the context printed in italics.

While trandating the Arabic text Dr Badr Hashmi was
strongly mindful of the fact that the Quran is a unique, unmatched
masterpiece of Arabic literature, having neither forerunner nor
successor in its own idioms, style precision and subtlety. The spirit,
the beauty, the eloquence the depth and comprehensive of Arabic
that can never be captured by any other language.

The compiler was moved by the fact there in this age of
materialism the tradition of reading Quran is slowly diminishing
both in the Arabic speaking countries as well as in other countries
According to one estimate about 3% people read the Holy Quran
once in their life time while about 7% are content with selective
reading They, barring few exceptions, have only a rudimentary
understanding or any meaningful comprehension of the divine
message. The trend of reading the Holy Quran is most disheartening
amongst the college and university students particularly among

those who are being raised in the English speaking environments.

Dr. Badr Hashmi was deeply grieved by the ignorance of
Muslim youth about their own religion and the message contained in
the Quran. He was moved to produce An Anthony of the Highlights
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of the Quran” to draw the Muslim youth nearer to the Quran by

reading and understanding the highlights of Allah’s final message to

humanity.

An Anthology and particularly the anthology of Quran can never

be a substitute for the Quran. Apparently the aim of Mr. Badr

Hashmi is to motivate the young man and women of English

speaking world to have e an understanding of the message contained

in the Holy Quran. The Anthology presents the essence of the Quran

and includes only the most important instructions contained in the

Holy book. Some of these are:-

>
>

Quran is meant for the welfare of Humanity

Mockery and opposition to the words of Allah would never
go unpunished

Allah’s unity and supremacy and submission to Him
Everyone's dignity must be respected regardless of ones,
religion, race, ethnicity, gender and social status.

Thereis no coercion in matters of religion.

The battle between right and wrong, truth and falsehood
would never cease.

Stand firm on the right as you have been commanded

Allah does not change the condition of people unless they
first change what is in themselves, i.e. thinking, in their
attitude and behaviors

People need to be vigilant against satanic temptations

Allah orders kindness to all and forbids obscenity, sodomy,

adultery, fornication and commercial dishonesty.



An Anthology of the Highlights of the Quran 36

» Every person’s ability to hear, to see and to think shall be
interrogated and called to account on the Day of Judgment.

» Whoever looks forward with hope and to meeting one's
“Rub” —Lord supreme on the day of judgment must do
righteous deeds, not associate anyone or anything in
worshipful reverence and obedience to Him, and firmly
believe in the message of Quran revealed unto His last

Prophet to humanity, the seal of Prophet Muhammad (£i5i2)

All the Quranic verses supporting above mentioned teaching
points have been included in the anthology, nicely translated in
simple English and narrated upon One gets moved by the excellence
of trandlation and the lessons drawn from those verses of the Holy
Quran.

The Anthology also contains a brief biography of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (%) and annotated glossary of key concepts
and ‘' The Names' The most beautiful —*“Asmaul Husna of Allah”

Dr. Badr Hashmi deserves to be congratulated for his valuable
endeavor to motivate younger ones of English speaking world to
have an understanding of the Holy Quran. The book deserves to be
on the table of all college and university students and all those who
are being raised and are living in English. Speaking environment, to

be read and pondered upon.
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