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Services of “Muhaddesin” in the sub-continent
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ABSTRACT
After the Prophet % the Muslims all over the world
associate themselves with him by following his pious deeds and
acting upon his sayings (Hadith). The Muslims of the sub-continent

have been very zealous in this respect and have done great job in
thisregard.

In the subcontinent, the sayings of the Holy Prophet reached
with Islam during the era of pious caliphs. In those days, according
to some traditions, 25 companions of the Holy Prophet /¢ Sahaba
(R.A) and 42 Tabe-ien (those who had seen the Sahaba R.A i-e their
successors) came to India and preached Islam.

This preaching was continued by later Muslims and the
rulers like Mohammad Bin Qasim and Mehmood Ghaznavi.The
services of great Muhaddeseen (narrators and illustrators of the
sayings of the Holy Prophet # like Musa Bin Yagoob, Yazid Bin
Abi Kabsha, Abu Musa Israeel Bin Musa and Abu Hafs Rabi Bin
Sabih are note worthy. They provided local people the knowledge of
Hadith. These scholars earned fame and prestige by their great
works in this field. Shah Waliuallah wrote Mussffa and Maswwa, in
subcontinent there are great many ingtitutions like Jamia Salfiya
Faisalabad, Jamia Ashrafia Lahore, Jamia Naeemia Lahore, Khair-
ul-Madaras Multan, Jamia Mohammadia Gujranwala, Dar-ul-Hadith
Delhi and Jamia Salfiya Banaras to teach the knowledge of Hadith.

Keywords: Services, Muhaddasin, subcontinent, preaching,
Muslims.
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Orientalistic view of Prophet’silliteracy

Sl o af
ABSTRACT

Orientalists have always denied the acceptance of the
divinity and authenticity of Qur’an. For this purpose, they have
presented multifarious objections to prove the Qur’an as a

discourse of Muhammad % which he learnt from the Christian
monks and derived it from the judeo-Christian sources.

They specially mention that Muhammad %2 was not an
illiterate person he was rather a pupil of the monks. In this way,
their aim is to prove false the claim of the miraculous (I’jaz) style
of the Qur’an. We have proved in this study that according to

Quran, Tafaseer and Hadiths of Prophet %, history and logic, that
Muhammad #& since his birth until his death,was illetrate ,did not
know how to read or write.

In this paper, an effort has been made to examine the
Western arguments and deduce the actual position in this matter.
The basic and fundamental sources have been used to precede the
discussion.

Keywords. Orientalists, authenticity of Qur’an, judeo-Christian,
Prophet’s illiteracy (Ummiyyat).
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|slamic Vies of Expenses among family Relations

-
*U;)'iyﬁ/’j
ABSTRACT

In human life, family relations are of basic importance. In
the Islamic Law, the proportion of rights and obligations amongst
the relatives is in accordance with human nature. The nature of
relations amongst family members has been brought into light with
Islamic and Natural perspectives. Amongst those rights and
obligations, the responsibility for expense is of primary importance,
because its clear understanding illustrates the reality of all the family
relations which causes the positive effects on the whole society.

In this article, by discussing the expense (rights and
obligations) of relatives, the Islamic instructions, basic philosophy,
genera effects, necessity and its importance has been brought into
light. All facts have been presented under two heads of expense
(rights) of wife and expense (rights) of the relatives.

But, in the light of Quran and Hadith, it has been agreed by
al the Idamic Jurisprudents, upon the necessity/obligation/
compulsion of the right of expense for the relatives just like the right
of expense for awife.

In this article and attempt has been made to clarify that, in a
family setup, how much importance has to be given to the rights and
duties/obligations of awife?

Keywords: family relations, rights, obligations, expenses,
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Concept of Education & Training in Islam
*,;w,bp!
ABSTRACT

Education has been considered of primary importance in human
life. Religion and education are interrelated. A civilized society
requires educational revolution in behavior of human beings. Education
creates awareness about the human goals and rea aim of life. This
activity makes it possible to train the people in the right direction.
Better education coupled with proper training makes a human being
well-mannered and enables him to use his hidden qualities for the
benefit of mankind, thus making him a beneficial not only for himself
but also for the society.

The preaching of religion depends upon the education and
training. Our holy Prophet ¥ was an ideal educationist not only of his

time but also for the future generations. The Holy Prophet %F bei ng a
great educationist and reformer initiated the University of Suffa in
Medina when the Islamic society was in its infancy. Prophet i
described the conditions, pattern and qualities of a teacher. A good
teacher must be interpreted as good practitioner as well.

The article deals with the moral qualities of a teacher and
educationist in the light of teachings of the Prophet Muhammad 4.

The discussion has made clear the aim of Islamic education which is
not limited within the domain of worship or prayers. Islam is a
complete code of life which emphasizes the training of human being
through education.

Keywords: Islamic education, awareness, behavior, proper training,
qualities of the teacher.
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Women's Right of Entrepreneurship
(in thelight of Islam)

T gl Cags o oy

ABSTRACT

Islam has given the dignity to women more than as it is
given by any other religious or socia system. This dignity covers
amost every fiedld of life. Business is aso one of these fields,
where Islam has provided a variety of oppurtunities. Basic sources
of Islam, that are, Quran and Hadith elaborated all these rights of
women.

The right of being a business-woman as provided by Islam is
based on the one of the basic principals of Islam, that is, equality of
oppurtunities without taking into consideration the gender of a
member of the society. A woman can exercise al these rights as a
man can.

Women are the other half of the society and without which
life cannot be imiginated on its peak. It isimperitive to mention here
that women are playing a pivotal role in the development of any
country/society and it is impossible to achive advancement without
the participation of women.

In this article, different kinds of rights that are given to
women in an Islamic system such as policital, financial, health,
educational, social and family rights, are being dicussed in detail.
An exculsive foxus remained on business related rights of awoman.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, dignity, rights of women, society,
business.
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ABSTRACT

In the present age, youth occupy an important position and
can play avery important role in reforming and improving the world
conditions. In Quran several methods are suggested for character
building of youth for example following “Uswa-e-Hasna” and by
preaching and motivation of youth the fear Allah , the crated in their
heard for reforming them. In some cases, the punishment can also
reformed of youth.

Youth is an important entity of any human society.
Particularly in an Islamic society, youth has great significance.
Youth is considered as a junction of past, present and future. The
role of young generation cannot be neglected in the building of
character, changes in circumstances and development of society.
Y outh should play a positive and effective role against various evils,
which are prevalent in human society.

What can be the religious social, political, ethica and
educational duties of the Muslim? How can they play their role in
reformation of society? How can they be bright stars of their country
by fulfilling their duties? How can the whole humanity and
particularly 1slamic Ummah get benefits from their youth?

The answers to these questions are central idea and theme of
this article, generdly in the light of Islam and particularly in the
light of seerah-un-nabwiyia. In following lines, it has been tried to
impart feelings of high self-esteem in the young generation who
have forgotten it. It is an effort to motivate the youth for practical
actions.

Keywords: Muslim youth, Uswa-e-Hasna, |slamic Ummah, young
generation, development of society
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The critical analysis of fabricated Ahadiths
in Sunan Ibn-e-Maja

EETRR PR
ABSTRACT

The scholars of Hadith gave special attention to the
fabricated hadith and they explained it to others and warned about
its danger. They all agreed upon it that transmission of fabricated
report is unlawful only one way is lawful if the status of this report
is narrated with its transmission. Some great scholars of hadith like
Mizzi, Zahabi and Ibn Hajr have pointed out that in the sunan of Ibn
Maja there are some fabricated and false ahadith.

I took interest in study of these fabricated ahadith and I
separated them and studied these ahadith according to the Principles
of research of this filed. You will find during the study of this paper
the importance of Sunan among the six books. You will study
comments of scholars about this book. After complete study of this
paper, we can conclude following points:

1. There are forty-four fabricated ahadith in Sunan of Ibn Maja.

2. These ahadith are found in five books except one, hadith is
narrated by only Ibn Maja.

Ibn Maja declared about only one hadith that it is baseless.

4. Ibn Juzi mentioned only seven ahadith in his book fabricated
ahadith.

5. Imam Bausairi showed indefference in commenting and
declaring these ahadith as fabricated in his book Misbah-uz-
zujazah. Although there are clear signs of fabrication in these
ahadith.

Keywords: fabricated hadith, Ibn Maja, signs of fabrication,
scholars, transmission
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Linguistic Methodology of Tafseer and itsHistory
* A EUE SV

ABSTRACT

The Holy Quran was revealed in Arabic Language, it is,
therefore necessary to seek Arabic Diction to gain the direct guidance
from it. The companions of Holy Propheti, Tabeen, and the reverent
Imams strictly rebuked those interpreters who interpret the Holy Quran
without having command over Arabic Language. The verses of Quran
that are clear in comprehension, explicit and easy, do require the source
of interpretation as “Arabic Diction”. This method highlights the
positive trends to Arabic Diction. But in the matter of ambiguity and
resemblance in verses and deduction of Masael, this Diction will be
given second priority. Mere Diction and Arabic Socio-Diction may not
be titled as most authentic. Diction is not the ‘last word.” The very first
priority will be given to the verses of Quran, Hadith e Nabvi and
Quotations of Companions of Holy Prophetiz.

The companions themselves were the native Arabs but they
used to do consult some Quranic terms with the Holy Prophetiz. As
time passed, some strayed sects and atheists ignored this positive trend
(Tafseer-bil-Mathur), and accustomed a new trend of interpretation of
Holy Quran i.e. depending upon Arabic Diction only so that they may
endorse their own thoughts. It was a negative source of interpreting the
Holy Quran i.e. only by Arabic Diction.

The present article explores its historical perspectives after
evaluating its negative trends. The Motazila sect got this trend
nourished. The representing interpretations of Holy Quran of this trend
have been analyzed in this article. At the end, Molana Ameen Ahsan
Islahi’s approach to Diction and his Tafseer ‘Tadabbur e Quran’ has
been evaluated.

Keywords. Arabic Language, Arabic Diction, Tafseer-bil-Mathur,
Linguistic Methodology, Motazila
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Educational philosophy
Imam Al-Ghazali’s per spective

Brig (R) Prof. Dr. Fazli Rabbi”
ABSTRACT

Islam is a divine religion. It is based on divine revelation

(Holy Quran) and sunnah of the Holy Prophet f’:ﬁ‘f" . As a religion it

is a complete code of life. It does not deal with worships only but
addresses all fields of life. Like Beliefs and worship, Islam focuses
on education also. As a last and chosen religion, it motivates human
beings to seek knowledge.

The first word of the first revelation (Chapter Al-alaq) starts
with Iqra means Read. In first five ayat of chapter Al-alaq, the basic
requirement for enhance of education (Read, knowledge and pen)

have been mentioned six times. Similarly, the Holy Prophet #& took
many steps for imparting education. In this connection, the example
of first residential university (Suffa’h) is sufficient.

Imam Ghazali one of the most famous Muslim thinkers
discusses the education in his books in detail. He was born in 448
AH (1057 CE) at Tabaran a town in the district of Tus, which lies
within the Khorasan Province of Iran and died on 18 December
(1111 CE).

In this article knowledge, its classification, stages,
curriculum, art of teaching, responsibility of both teachers as well as
students have been discussed in the light of Imam Ghazali
educational philosophy.

Keywords:. educational philosophy, thinker, learning, classification
of knowledge, stages of education

* Department of Islamic Studies, NUML, Islamabad
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Introduction

Abu Hamid Muhammad bin Muhammad surnamed al-
Ghazali was a great scholar, mystic, Sufi, thinker, jurist, philosopher
and educationist. He has left an indelible mark on the cultural,
religious and educational history of the world. As an educationist,
we can rank him with his two great non-Muslim predecessors,
Confucius and Plato. He gave much importance to education and
wrote as many as one hundred books, out of which seventy eight

works are still available.

His greatest work is Ahya-ul-Uloom-ud-din, which reflects
his main philosophical and psychological thoughts. In the first
chapter of this book, he has discussed the importance of knowledge,
curriculum and finally the responsibilities of the teacher and the
taught. His philosophy of education represents the high point of
Islamic thinking on education. Here, he achieves a synthesis of
legal, philosophical and mystical educational thinking. His
philosophy is more than an expression of the spirit of the age in
which he lived than a response to its challenges. His thinking on
education and philosophy favoured continuity and stability over

change and innovation.

For Al-Ghazali, the purpose of society is to apply Sharia and
therefore the aim of education is to cultivate men so that they abide
by the teachings of religion and is hence assured of salvation and

happiness in the eternal life of the hereafter.
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KNOWLEDGE AND ITSCLASSIFICATION

Pur pose of K nowledge

The purpose of knowledge is to help man to achieve
satisfaction, plenitude and to attain true happiness; D the happiness
of the hereafter by drawing close to God and gazing upon His
countenance. The value of learning lies in its usefulness and
veracity. Hence, the religious sciences are superior to the secular
sciences because they concern salvation in the eternal life of

hereafter rather than this transient world as explained in the Holy
book.

O34l 58 5015) 85591 91308510l 5IINEDNE D 150 Ui

The life of this world is but a sport and a pastime, Lol
The home of the Hereafter that islife. If they but know

Religious education contains greater truth than the secular
sciences. This is not to say that secular sciences should be
completely ignored. They have their uses too and are needed by

society. Examples of such disciplines are medicine and linguistics.

CLASSIFICATION OF KNOWLEDGE:

Imam Ghazali has divided knowledge into two parts:

Beneficial knowledge (Sharai and Science):

As a scholar and teacher, Al-Ghazali was interested in the
problem of knowledge, its concepts, methods, categories and aims.
True knowledge in his view, is knowledge of God, His books,

Prophets, kingdom of earth and heaven as well as knowledge of

Sharia as taught by the Allah and Prophet f’:ﬁ‘}" @- Such knowledge is
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thus a religious science, even if it includes the study of certain
worldly phenomena. This encapsulates those sciences that will
benefit society and help it to progress, e.g. medical knowledge and
mathematics. Accordingly, the acquisition of these sciences and

disciplines is Fard al-Kifayyah, ® (4 2 ) i.e. if nobody acquires

it, then the entire Muslim community of a particular locality will be
sinful.
Neutral Knowledge:

This category encapsulates those disciplines that will not
really enhance one’s beneficial knowledge but there is nothing
wrong if they are studied, e.g. the history of England, Europe and
Asia etc.

Harmful Knowledge:

This category comprises of those disciplines which are

harmful, such as black magic and gambling. It is therefore Haram to

acquire such knowledge in accordance to the saying of the Holy

[ jés
Prophet (%5

W (e 3 e D13 S5 A2 2 g5 Sl el 12 813 )
“Some knowledge is nescience, some poetry is full of
wisdom and some quotes are burden”

The Holy Prophet ff.“»&" seek refuge from these Knowledge

B o (g 3 B ey 38 Y e e By 381 ) )
O s ¥ 3355 i
“O Allah, I seek refuge in Thee from the knowledge

which does not benefit, from the heart that does not
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entertain the fear cof Allah), from the soul that does not
feel contented and the supplication that is not
responded.”

In the light of the above, one must be obliged to be careful

and be responsible in selecting his career. There are many fields that
Muslims must take the lead. It is thus important to focus on these
disciplines, and parents should ensure that their children study in the
proper environment and with the right Islamic mindset in order to
obtain the optimum result. Also it is incumbent for a person to learn
the Islamic side of the field he is in.

STAGES OF EDUCATION

Childhood:

Man is born as “tabula rasa” and children acquire

personality, characteristics and behavior through living in society
and interaction with the environment. The family teaches the
children its language, customs and religious traditions whose
influence they can’t escape. Therefore, the main responsibility for
children’s education falls on the parents and the teachers who
subsequently share this responsibility. Al-Ghazali stresses the
importance of childhood in character formation. It is therefore
necessary to understand the special characteristics of this period in
order to deal with the child in an effective and sound manner.

In the elementary stage, children learn the Quran and the
sayings of the Holy Prophet’s companions; they should be preserved
from love, poetry and the company of men of letters, both of which

sow the seeds of corruption in boy’s souls. They must be advised
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that their friends should possess the intelligence, good morals, good
character, abstemiousness and truthfulness.

Youngster's Education

It is important that boys should begin to attend ,Maktab,
(elementary school) at an early age, for what is learnt then
engraved in stone. Those entrusted with the education of the boy at
school should be aware of how this motivation develops and
interests change from one period to another, followed by a love of
finery and appearances (in infancy and childhood) then an interest in
women and sex (adolescence), a yearning for leadership and
domination (at the age of 20) and finally delight in knowledge of
God (at the age of 40). These changing interests can be used by
educators to attract the boys to school, by offering first the lure of
ball games, then for ornaments and fine clothes, then responsibilities
and finally by awakening a longing for the hereafter.

L evel of Education

Ghazali then divides each branch of knowledge into three
levels; elementary, intermediate and advanced and lists the books
they may be studied at each level. He thinks that education is not
merely a process whereby the teacher imparts knowledge, which the
pupil may or may not absorb, after which the teacher and pupil each
go their separate ways. Rather, it is an interaction affecting and
benefiting teacher and pupil equally, the former gaining merit for
giving instruction and the latter cultivation through the acquisition
of knowledge.

Ghazali attaches great importance to the climate in which

reading takes place, and to the kind of relations that are desirable in
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doing so, he continuous and reaffirms the Islamic traditions of
education, for him, the teacher should be a model and an example,
not merely a source or medium of knowledge. His work is not
limited to the teachings of a particular subject; rather, it should
encompass all aspects of the personality and life of the pupil. The
pupil in turn, has the duty to consider the teacher as a father to
whom he owes obedience and respect.

CURRICULUM

Types of Curriculum

Al-Ghazali distinguishes clearly between two types of curriculum:

a. Obligatory sciences which must be studied by everyone,

including religious sciences and related or ancillary
disciplines such as linguistics and literature.

b. Optional Sciences which are studied according to the wishes

and capacities of the student.
THE ART OF TEACHING

Among the principles governing the art of teaching al-

Ghazali stresses that;-

a. Teaching should be linked to concrete situations and
emphasizes the need for various types of knowledge and
skills. Whenever a particular knowledge or skill is needed, it
should be taught in such a way as to meet that need should
be functional. He also stresses that learning is only effective
when it is put into practice, and is aimed at inculcating the
right habits rather than simply memorizing information. He
comes close to the idea of “proficiency learning” when he

recommends that the teacher should not move on from one
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subject matter to another without first ensuring that the pupil
has mastered the first subject matter and to the concept of the
“ complementarily of sciences”. He advises that the teacher
should pay attention to the interconnectedness of knowledge
and the relations between its various branches.

Religious education

With respect to religious education, Al-Ghazali recommends
an early introduction to the fundamentals of religion through
inculcation; memorization and repetition, thus he feels no need for
understanding at first. A subsequent stage involves explanation
understanding and conscious practice. Here too, he continuous the
Islamic traditions of education, in which the Quran was first to be
memorized without being explained, the fundamentals of religion
inculcated without clarification and practice was enjoined before the
emergence of commitment rooted in conviction.

MORAL RESPONSIBILITIESOF TEACHERS
Ethico-psychological principles

Ghazali has propounded some of the most fundamental
ethico-psychological principles for the teacher to be followed very
honestly and faithfully by all while imparting education to the
deserving ones. A teacher who generously and benevolently imparts
education to others without being aware of getting any kind of
remuneration in cash or kind from his taught is like the sun which is
bright and showers its light on all without discrimination and will
never be exhausted. A selfless teacher is like a rose full of fragrance
and gives it to other people also. Any teacher who is niggardly in

imparting that which he possesses to the deserving ones is an
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intellectually miser and as such not teaching other he is committing

a crime against humanity. The principles which must be followed by

the teachers are:-

a.

The teacher should cultivate an imaginative
commiseration with his taught.
The teacher should teach and bring up his disciple just as
his own son. Allah Almighty, on the Day of Judgment
will adequately give the reward in accordance with the
ayat
O Jaas Wil s gl Je e pleissTadde KlY o3t

O my people! | ask of you no reward for it. Lo! My

reward is the concern only of Him who made me have
you then no sense

No stone should be left unturned and efforts spared in the
reformation, education and correction Of the student.
Education is nothing if it does not revolutionize the out-
look of the taught on life in a moral, intellectual and
spiritual style.

By love and sympathy, the attention of student should be
diverted towards the studies and not by force or any ilk
of coercion.

While teaching certain branch of learning, the teacher
should not belittle the importance of other faculties of
knowledge. For instance, while teaching philosophy, the
teacher should not minimize the significance of tafsir or
figh etc, because it perverts the mind of the student and

narrows down his vision.
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d.

The teacher should speak keeping in mind the intellectual
level of the taught so that he may grasp what the teacher
1s saying.

A dull student should be tackled in such a way so that he
may not feel awkward in the company of his intelligent
fellows otherwise the former may suffer from inferiority
complex which may undo every effect of education.

The teacher should be just and fair with all. He should
not betray his weakness of liking a few and disliking the
others.

The tutors must devote attention to religious education.
They must be taught everything they need to know about
the percepts of religious laws, and must learn not to steal,
eat forbidden food, act disloyalty, lie, utter obscenities or
do anything that children are prone to do.

If the boy obeys his tutors, has good morals, shows
excellence and makes progress in his studies, he should
be honored and praised in public so as to be encouraged
and to incite others to imitate him. If he makes a mistake,
but appears to be aware of it, tutor should not mind, for
the boy may have understood his mistake and be
determined not to repeat it. If however, he commits the
same error again; his tutor should give him a small
reprimand in private. The teacher may sometimes need to
punish his pupils with a light beating, the purpose of

which should be chastisement rather than physical injury.
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i. The teachers should take into account the difference in
character and ability among pupils, and deal with each
one of them appropriately. The teachers should not push
the pupils beyond their capacity, nor attempt to bring
them to a level of knowledge, which they cannot absorb,

since that is counterproductive. In a Hadith, the Holy

Prophet (%‘%) says:

Dipdlsis 38 do o bl of o)
| have been ordered to talk to people according to
their wisdom.
To feed someone with the right food is to give life to

burden someone with what is not right can only cause
ruin.

j. In addressing the arts and artistic education, he deals
with the general principles of education. He begins well
by defining beauty and goodness as the perception of a
thing in its entirety, but his Sufism quickly gets the better
of him and he condemns listening to music and singing
because they are associated with gatherings where wine
is drunk. The only kind of singing to be allowed, in his
view, is that of religious and heroic nature, or those sung
at official festivities. Since such songs revive one’s
spirits, rejoice the heart and help one to carry on the
work of this world and the next. However, an excess of
music and singing should be avoided like medicine they

should be take only in prescribed dose.
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Mor al responsibilities of the taught/student

Just like the teacher, Ghazali has prescribed some very hard
and fast rules for the seekers of knowledge also. As the end of
education is very sublime, therefore, the means to acquire it should
also be very fair and noble, the efforts should be sincere and
mothering should be spared to get knowledge. He advises students
(especially those in higher education) to divide their days in the
following manner, spending from dawn to sunrise in invoking God’s
blessing and private worship. From sunrise to mid-morning seeking
knowledge from their professors, from mid-morning to mid-
afternoon in writing notes and making fair copies, from mid-
afternoon to sunset in attending learned gathering or in performing
rites of invocation, begging forgiveness or glorification of God. The
first third of the night should be spent in reading, the second third in
prayer and the final third in sleep. In short he stressed on extreme
efforts as mentioned in the Holy book

D8 Gisid) @2 815 W2 aduid s 3sle i 0isp

Those who strive for us, we surely guide them to our
paths and Allah is with the good

» (9)

Finally, he proposes a “code of ethics where student

should:-
a. Ensure that they are spiritually pure before they
undertake the quest for knowledge.
b. Divert themselves of their worldly possessions, detach
themselves from hearth and home and devote to the

search for knowledge and the pursuit of the hereafter.
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c. Respect the rights of their teachers and behave in a
civilized manner.

d. Beware, especially at the beginning of their studies, of
paying too much attention to doctrinal controversies.

e. Master the fundamentals of the praiseworthy sciences
(linguistics, tafsir, hadith, figh and kalam) and then
specialize by studying one or more of those sciences in
greater depth.

f. Choose useful subjects in which to specialize, especially
those that are not conducive to salvation in the hereafter.

g. Study each subject thoroughly before going on to another
bearing in mind the logical sequence and interconnected-
ness of various disciplines.

h. Have as their main goal in their search for knowledge the
cultivation and perfection of the innermost set in this
world and proximity to God in the hereafter rather than
the attainment of high office or the acquisition of wealth
or fame.

Theimpact of Al-Ghazali Philosophy

Al-Ghazali died at the age of 55, after a life that was not as
long as it was productive, wide-ranging and influential. He is rightly
considered to be one of the most important and profound Islamic
thinkers, who were aptly called, the “renovator of the fifth century
A.H. his influence may be witnessed by a number of factors such

as:-



Educational philosophy Imam Al-Ghazali’s perspective 14

a.

The profundity, power and comprehensiveness of his thought
contained in some fifty different works, which are still
studied today.

The fact that his view were well suited to his age and milieu
and were more a reflection of that age than a response to its
needs and requirements they constituted more an element of
continuity and conservation that a factor renewal and change.
After Al-Ghazali, Islamic society and thought entered into a
long period of stagnation and decline producing few great

minds. Al-Ghazali thus remained alive and influential.
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CONCLUSION

Al-Ghazali’s writings on education constitute the high point

of thinking on the subject in the Islamic world. The theory of
education he elaborated is the most complete edifice relating to the
field. It clearly defies the aims, lays out the path and means whereby
the objectives can be achieved. From 12-19" century (A.D), Islamic
educational philosophy was heavily influenced by him. Indeed,
theoretical and practical educationists, with few exceptions, hardly
did anything other than borrow from Al-Ghazali and summarize his
ideas and books.

Education is not limited to training the mind and filling it
with information but involves all aspects i.e. intellectual, religious,
moral and physical of the personality of the learner; it’s not enough
to impart theoretical learning, that learning must be put into practice.
True learning is that which affects behavior and where by the learner

makes practical use of his knowledge.
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Privacy in Islam, a sacred human right

Dr. Atique Tahir *

ABSTRACT
‘Right to Privacy’ or the’ Privacy of an individual’ is
considered as the most important and the most basic of al the
fundamental rights and liberties. It is the concern of al legal
systems, civilizations, cultures and religions.

In the modern Western and legal perspectives, the right to
privacy has emerged from the concept of right to life, which is
considered as the basic right from which all the other rights are
derived. Islam, on the other hand, considers as an independent and
separate  human right.

The present study is an attempt to briefly reflect and
accumulate all the aspects and dimensions of the Privacy right in
Islam. It is mainly concerned with the privacy of one’'s home,
confidential correspondence investigating someone's financial,
private and family affairs, and other such violations, Its punishment
prescribed by Islam and its implications on an human society,
arising out of doubts, suspicions, accusations and mistrust, in the

teachings of Quran and Sunnah of the Messenger 4% in particular
and of the Islamic juristsin general.

Keywords:. Islam, Privacy, Rights, sacred, Human.

* Assistant Professor, Faculty of Shariah and Law, International Islamic
University, Islamabad
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In Islam ‘right to Privacy’ is considered as a basic and one of
the sacred human rights. It covers all aspects of privacy, like
peeping into other’'s house, reading someone's letter without
permission, investigating someone’'s financial, private and family
affairs, etc. @

The Holy Quran honoring the sanctity of Privacy in homes
states as.

15y et B 180 58 T Wl 15T ol gl
B 0y85s 80 080 525 (805 il e

“O, you who believe! do not enter houses other than
your own until you have asked permission and saluted
the dwellers therein; that is best for you, Allah
admonishes you, so that you may heed”.

The Messenger Hﬁ%‘f’ has gone to the extent of instructing his

followers that “a man should not enter even his own house suddenly
or surreptitiously. He should somehow or other inform or indicate to
the dwellers of the house that he is entering the house, so that he
may not see his mother, sister or daughter in a condition in which
they would not like to be seen, nor would he himself like to see them
in that condition”. @

In the same vein it is narrated by Abdullah Ibn Masoood
(RA) that Allah's Messenger ¥ said:
(4)",&;‘?‘5 oS gl e 1933 L O (S

It is incumbent on you to take the permission (to enter
into your own houses) from your mothers and sisters.

The Messenger %% also said:

/////
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Take permission three times and if it is not granted,
then you should go back.

Peeping into the houses of other people has aso been strictly
prohibited, so much so that there is the saying of the Messenger that:

“If a man finds another person secretly peeping into his
house, and he blinds his eye or eyes as a punishment then he
cannot be called to question nor will he be liable to
prosecution”.

In another Hadith the “Messenger prohibited people from
reading letters of the others and warned that even if a man casts
sidelong glances in order to see a letter of another person, his
conduct becomes reprehensible”. ©

Instructions to enter the houses of relatives and friends are
given in the Quran as:

s 1 gl 20T S gl (e 14T ol il
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“O, you who believe: Let your servants and those of your
children who have not yet come of age ask your permission
before coming into your rooms on three occasions. before
the morning prayer; at noon when you take off your clothes
in the noonday heat; and after the night prayer. These are
your three times of privacy. There is no sin for you or for
them if they come without permission at other times than
these, for; you have to visit one another for various
purposes. Thus does Allah make His Commands clear to
you, for Heis All-Knowing, All Wise”.
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Allah says

“ -

(8 qﬂ woz 2 %oz wEoas L wcs 0% @i L0 o o F
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“Thereis no sin for such elderly women as are past the age
of marriage, if they lay aside their outer garments, provided
they do not wantonly display their beauty. Nevertheless, it is
best for them if they behave modestly” .

There are many other ahadith of the Messenger of Allah g

wherein emphasis is on caring the privacy of others. Some of the
ahadith in this regard are worth mentioning.

1935 Y B 1 Sy el 35 il T e J2as gy
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“ Oh people! who have accepted Islam with your tongues but
whose hearts have not been reached by faith, do not
misbehave with Muslims, nor revile them, nor seek out their
faults; for he who seeks out the fault of his Muslim brother
will have, his fault sought out by Allah, and he whose faults
are sought out by Allah will be exposed by Him even though
heisin the privacy of his house” .

Hazrat Abdullah bin Busr (RA) said that: “when Allah's
M&engeré’éé&
i s i Oaks ¢ alding o Bsleg odisi iy
(10)

(D5 31 i O3 (Oalng

Came to any one's door he did not face it squarely, (but
faced the right or left corner) and stand with the wall, (that
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was because there were no curtains on the doors of the
houses at that time) asking permission and if he got it enter
(the home) otherwise left” .

Hazrat Abu Umamah (RA) narrated that Allah’s Messenger
#F said:

“ﬁﬂ B o
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“There are three persons for whom Allah is guarantee. Allah
suffices for them during their life and after their death. Their
placeisin Paradise. One who entered his house after
having saluted, then Allah is his guarantee. One who went
towards the mosque (for saying prayer), then Allah is his
guarantee. One who left for Jihad in the way of Allah, then
Allah is his guarantee” .

Atabin Yasar (RA) told that a man asked Allah's
Messenger %5 whether he should ask permission to go in

where his mother was and he replied that he should. The man
said that he lived along with her in the house, but Allah’s

Messenger fi*t%'f’ replied:

o - 2,0
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A man should ask permission from his son and his mother,
even if sheisold, hisbrother, hissister and his father.

Isam ams at establishing its society on clearness of

conscience and mutual trust, not on doubts, suspicions, accusations
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and mistrust keeping in view the evil consequences of such activities
the Messenger of Allah #¥ has forbidden seeki ng out the faults of
others:
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“He who seeks out the fault of his Muslim brother will have,
his fault sought out by Allah, and he whose faults are sought

out by Allah will be exposed by Him even though heisin the
privacy of his house” .

In another tradition of the Messenger %“ concealing the

secrets of others is highly commended, and the act has been
compared in merit to bringing to the surface agirl buried alive.
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“Who came to know the secret of a person and concealsit is

like who gives lifeto a buried girl” .

In Islam the basic assumption concerning people is that they
are innocent, a mere suspicion should not be allowed to result in the
accusation of an innocent person. Regarding this, the Messenger iy
said:
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Avoid suspicion, for airing suspicion is the most lying form
of speech

Islam for the protection and sanctity of homes has gone to
that extent that if some is peeping through someone's with the
permission of the owner then if the owner hits on his eyes with a
stone and as aresult his eye is damaged, this will not be treated as
cognizable offence.
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One of the hadith of the Messenger H’Z‘%‘;” , narrated by Abu
Hurairah (RA) speaks on the subject as:
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Whosoever peeps through anyone's house without
permission and his eye is damaged; the act will not be
treated as cognizable.

According to Islam it is not permissible for a government to
injure the integrity of private houses by searching them on the
grounds that it is necessary to know the secrets of the dangerous
persons. Though, to all intents and purposes, the basis of this policy
is the fear and suspicion with which modern governments look at
their citizens. Thisis exactly what Islam has called as the root cause
of mischief in politics.

The Messenger ﬁf%‘f in this regard instructs the believers as:
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“When the ruler begins to search for the causes of
dissatisfaction amongst his people, he spoils them” .

Hazrat Muawiyah (RA), a companion of the Messenger H}f?bg’;of
Islam has said that he himself heard the M essenger fi‘%’;“sayl ng:
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If you try to find out the secrets of the people, then you will
definitely spoil them or at least you will bring them to the
verge of ruin.

Perhaps the most instructive incident is one relating to the
Caliph Umar (RA), which shows how strongly Islam safeguards the
human right to privacy. It isrelated that one night, “Umar (RA) was
touring the city of Madinato find out the conditions of the Muslims.
Suddenly, he came across a house from where he heard a man
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singing inside his house. He, suspecting some mischief, started
peering into the house where he saw a woman and some wine along
with the man” .On being reminded of the fact that he was violating
their right of privacy he gave up hisidea of punishing the man and
let the man free after taking oath from him that he would live a
pious lifein future,

Keeping in view the above mentioned picture of right to
privacy in Islam a famous Pakistani Journalist, Salahuddin, speaks
as.

“Under Islamic law neither bugging devices can be fixed in
private houses to tape conversations taking place behind the
closed doors, nor can letters be censored in transit asis done
in modern civilized states’. %

In Islam, it is the obligation of the state that it should make
efficient arrangements for the protection of the honor and repute of
the people, which is not limited; it extends to their honor, repute and
privacy of homes. In this regard, Islam declares any interference or
encroachment on the privacy of hislife, asillegal and sinful. ?V

IMPLICATIONS

The term ‘Privacy’ reflects diversity of meanings, in
different context, but mainly it stands for a ‘right to seclude from
others'.

Islam takes the ‘right to Privacy’ as a basic and sacred
human right, inculcating and recognizing al the possible dimensions
and aspects of it. Both the Quran and Sunnah of the Messenger ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ"
are replete with such references, emphasizing on its various
dimensions to be implemented in true letter and spirit.

The believers in Iam are obliged to respect the privacy of
others, considering it as an integral part of their faith and a religious
duty.

Islam guarantees rewards and give glad tidings of Paradise
for them who observe Privacy law, prescribed by Shariah.
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Isam aims at establishing its society on clearness of
conscience and mutual trust, without doubts, suspicions, accusations
and mistrust. In Islam the basic assumption concerning people is that
they are innocent, a mere suspicion should not be alowed to result
in the accusation of an innocent person.

According to Islam it is not permissible for a government to
injure the integrity of private houses by searching them on the
grounds that it is necessary to know the secrets of the dangerous
persons. Though, to al intents and purposes, the basis of this policy
is the fear and suspicion with which modern governments look at
their citizens. It is the obligation of the state that it should make
efficient arrangements for the protection of the honor and repute of
the people, which is not limited; it extends to their honor, repute and
privacy of homes. In this regard, Islam declares any interference or
encroachment on the privacy of hislife, asillegal and sinful.
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