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ABSTRACT

Arab Israel conflict has a long history, Since the World War first when the
British empire started populating Jews from around the word in Palestine, there
broke several wars among them, however in term of destruction and human
losses the current ongoing war of Gaza-Israel is the deadliest. This paper
presents a critical analysis of the recent Gaza-Israel conflict, focusing on the
use of modern weaponry and its environmental repercussions. The already
available literature has discussed the environmental impact of deadly wars on
that war zone. After the Gulf war of 1990 various researchers have discussed
the impact of modern weaponry in terms of environmental pollution. HRW
and BT Selem have prepared reports about the destructive effects of drone
attacks and phosphorus bombardments. The study highlights how the
deployment of advanced military technologies, including drone strikes, air
raids, and white phosphorus munitions, has caused not only significant human
casualties but also widespread ecological damage. Environmental
consequences include severe air and water pollution, the destruction of
agricultural lands, contamination of natural resources, and a serious threat to
regional biodiversity. Furthermore, the lingering effects of chemical residues,
war debris, and toxic gases have created long-term health risks for the civilian
population and disrupted the local ecosystem. Drawing upon reports from
environmental experts, human rights organizations, and international bodies
such as the United Nations, this research suggests that Islamic teaching that
forbid environmental harm are aligned with Geneva conventions and
international laws. The paper underlines the urgent need for global
intervention. The paper concludes by recommending sustainable,
humanitarian, and ecological measures to mitigate the environmental and
human costs of modern warfare in conflict-affected regions.
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“It is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare which are intended,

1 International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC], Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed
Conflicts (Protocol I) of 8 June1977, Article.35(3) and55(I)
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or may be expected, to cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to
the natural environment".!
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“Environmental protection in armed conflict is not only a legal obligation
but a humanitarian necessity.””
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lInternational Committee of the Red Cross. (2010). Protocols additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949. International Committee of the Red Cross.

2Dinstein, Yoram. The Conduct of Hostilities under the Law of International Armed Conflict, 3rd
ed (Cambridge University Press, 2016), P: 225-232.

3United Nations. (1992). Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development.

4United Nations Environment Program. (2024). Environmental impact of the conflict in Gaza:
Preliminary assessment of environmental impacts, United Nations Environment Program. P:
30.http://wedocs.uneP:0rg/20.500.11822/45739. Last accessed on 5 May 2025.

SInternational Committee of the Red Cross. (2020). Guidelines on the protection of the natural
environment in armed conflict, International Committee of the Red Cross, P: 3.
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“The destruction of vital environmental resources during hostilities in Gaza

constitutes a serious violation of international humanitarian law, especially
Protocol I of the Geneva Conventions.”
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1International Peace Research Institute, 1976), P: 55-62.

2United Nation Environment Program, Environmental Impact of the conflict in Gaza: Preliminary
Assessment of Environmental Impacts (Nairobi: UNEP, June2024), P: 37.
https://wedocs.uneP:0rg/20.500.11822/45739 last accessed on 5 May 2025.

3World Health Organization. (2024). Conflict and environmental health risk assessment, World
Health Organization, P: 33.

4United Nations Human Rights Council. (2024). Resolution on the human rights situation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the obligation to ensure
accountability and  justice (A/HRC/RES/52/19), United Nations. P: 2,
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/RES/52/19. Last accessed on 5 May 2025.

SInternational Committee of the Red Cross, Emergency Statement on Gaza Conflict, (Geneva,
December 2023) P: 5.

6Human Rights Watch, Environmental Toll of the Gaza War, March2024, P: 12-16.
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1 United Nation commission of Inquiry, Report on Environmental Damage in Gaza,
A/HRC/55/23, 2024, P: 19-24.
2United Nations Compensation Commission, Final Report, 2005, P: 11.
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4Al1-Qurtubi, Tafsir al-Qurtubi, (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub, 2006), Vol. 7, P: 314

5 Behaqi, Sunan al-Kubra (Mawqi‘ Shabakat Mishkat al-Islamiyyah), Kitab al-Siyar, Hadith:
17931, Vol: 9, P: 90.
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